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The first year of the College Football Playoff is now in the books ... and what 
a rousing success it was! Record ratings and great national interest. How long will 
we stay with a four-team format? Dennis Dodd makes the case for eight teams 
beginning on page 12. 

Can the Buckeyes repeat? They enter the season as the prohibitive favorite 
with a lot of momentum, great coaching and possibly three quarterbacks from 
which to choose. Lindy’s ranks all the teams beginning on page 6. 

We have changed the design of our team previews and added some informa- 
tion that I think you will like. 

As always, your comments and suggestions are appreciated. 

Have a great season! 
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Every reason to expect 
Urbanites to keep soaring 


It only feels like a hundred years ago when Ohio 
State — its highest of hopes seemingly dashed by 
mate a season-ending injury to star quarterback Braxton 
0 Miller — lost at home by two touchdowns to Virginia 
the Buckeyes rallied to greatness behind second- 
and third-string quarterbacks, repositioned themselves as national giants, 
and even put a flattering shine on the oft-criticized Big Ten. Indeed, they've 
merely changed everything. 
eyes had anticipated, even expected, when he stepped into the job just three 
years ago? No longer does Alabama's Nick Saban stand alone as the king 
of college football coaches. Meyer is right there at the big bowl, challenging 
Saban for every kibble. Simply put, OSU is a giant fully awakened. 


i. OHIO STATE 
Tech. Since that unsightly 2014 evening in Columbus, 
Isn't it just a reflection of all things Urban Meyer? That this is what Buck- 
Gosh, where to start? It almost doesn’t seem to 
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matter if it’s Cardale Jones or J.T. Barrett under center, or even if it’s Miller, 
who might be playing elsewhere when the September 7 opener at Virginia 
Tech comes. Under any circumstances, that's a rematch from hell for the 
Hokies. If the Buckeyes do what they utterly expect to do there, the rest 
should be a matter of a rudimentary equation: Best offensive players in the 
Big Ten (hello, Ezekiel Elliott) plus best defensive players (nice to see you 
again, Joey Bosa) equal can't-screw-this-up. 

THE BAD NEWS: Did we mention the game at Virginia Tech? Well, it’s 
a bit scary. OSU must play at Michigan, too, and new Wolverines coach Jim 
Harbaugh was so frighteningly good against top opponents at Stanford, 
it invites doubt into the picture. 

There won't be a regular-season contest in which the 

Buckeyes don't have a gigantic edge in — what's that word? — talent. That 
monumental collection of talent, along with Meyer's eminence, makes No. 1 
an easy call. 


www.lindyssports.com 2015 


n 
= 
Ss 
= 
aA 
> 
= 
Ss 
So 
—< 
=< 
a 
2 
< 
2 
= 
=] 
s 
s 
= 
= 
2 
S 
re 
ao 


VAs APG EES) 


No longer under the radar 
It still has to hurt. TCU was so good last season — 

so dominant. And yet the Horned Frogs were dissed 
and dismissed by the College Football Playoff selection committee when it 
mattered most. Who's to say they wouldn't have given a (much) better show- 
ing than, say, Florida State did? But it's water under the bridge now. More 
important is that TCU has completely overcome its early shyness in the 
Big 12, and this 2015 bunch could be Patterson's best yet. 


THE GOOD NEWS: QB Trevone Boykin is beyond-the-pale great. Does 
that sound like a little much? Get over it. Boykin could start at any school in 
the country and either make that team better or, at worst, keep it humming. 
And he is joined by so many returning starters (10) from a top offense, it’s 
silly, Just as exciting: TCU's defense will roar like it hasn't in a while. 


THE BAD NEWS: We're still looking ... maybe it's the tough road 
schedule? Visits to Minnesota, Kansas State, Oklahoma State and Oklahoma 
are going to be challenging, but all those games are winnable. 


OUR CALL: The committee wouldn't dare rain on an 11-1 TCU parade 
again, would it? The Frogs — who get Baylor at home in the regular-season 
finale — have 12-0 potential. 


=. ALABAMA 


Not quite flush, but still the Tide 
So who are the Crimson Tide, anyway? Are they 
a collection of stud recruits who'll come up short, as 
in the postseasons of 2013 and 2014? Or are they an angry, ultra-motivated 
team that will crush every foe in their path, lifting the program, Nick Saban 
and the entire SEC back to the top of the heap? It could end up somewhere 
in between, but in between doesn't fly in Tuscaloosa. 


THE GOOD NEWS; Will it be Jake Coker under center? Whoever takes 
the snaps will turn around and see running back Derrick Henry, and all sorts 
of good things will flow from there. Defensive lineman A'Shawn Robinson and 
linebacker Reggie Ragland are locked into crush mode for what looks to be 
a nasty D. 


THE BAD NEWS: The Iron Bow! will be played down the road a smidge 
in Auburn. Yeah, that could be a season-changing sort of deal. Also, offensive 
coordinator Lane Kiffin will be dealing with an almost entirely new group of 
starters. 


OUR CALL: Hell-lo, this is Bama we're talking about. We feel like maybe 
we've said that before, but hasn’t everybody? A spectacular SEC West divi- 
sion makes for tough sledding, but this is Ala-damn-bama. 


@;., OREGON 


Staying on top even without Mr. Heisman 
OREGOM | “ifthe acquisition of Easter Washington graduate 

transfer quarterback Vernon Adams is the offseason 
heist we think it is, the Ducks will be just fine after losing that Heisman kid. 
Now, of course, Adams still has to show up, win the job over 2014 backup 
Jeff Lockie, and prove his worth week-to-week at the highest level. What he 
did to Washington last season — 475 passing yards and seven touchdowns 
— was a pretty big hint, though. 

THE GOOD NEWS: “Big Play VA" was a two-time runner-up for the 
Walter Payton Award (the Heisman of the FCS). Royce Freeman, Byron Mar- 
shall, Thomas Tyner, Bralon Addison, Devon Allen ... the Oregon offense will 
have, quarterback pending, all the speed and elegance for which it is known. 

THE BAD NEWS: Can't pretend that the Oregon defense is elite. Very 
good, yes. But not elite. The Ducks ducked a Michigan State punch last 
season in Eugene; doing so in East Lansing will be even tougher. 

OUR CALL: By picking them at No. 4, we're probably asking the Ducks 
to win at Michigan State early in the year or else have to run the table in the 
Pac-12. Tall order, but we'd have to ask the same of another team, and, well, 
we trust Oregon. 
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&. BAYLOR 


One more step to elite status 
Art Briles and his boys ended the 2014 season in 

a puddle of “what ifs?” What if the team had showed 
up ready to rock at West Virginia? What if the massive comeback victory over 
TCU hadn't taken so long to materialize? What if the playoff committee be- 
lieved in “one true champion?" What if the Cotton Bowl gag against Michigan 
State never happened? You get the picture. Baylor is a big-time program, but 
it still gets in its own way at times. 


THE GOOD NEWS: So much talent, there's no way the Bears will fail to 
compete for a Big 12 title. RB Shock Linwood and receivers KD Cannon and 
Corey Coleman will have monster seasons. A defense led by freak-of-freaks 
DL Shawn Oakman is stocked like none Briles has had. 


THE BAD NEWS: How good is QB Seth Russell, anyway? Any lingering 
uncertainty about him will need to be resolved by the brutal November, with 
Kansas State, Oklahoma State and TCU on the road, and Oklahoma at home. 


OUR CALL: There's at least one loss on that schedule along the way, 
and one loss could be enough to snuff out the playoff chances of a team that 
— old story — plays absolutely nobody out of conference. 


©. MICHIGAN STATE 


Tough, physical, strong-willed 
It's an interesting time to be a Spartan. Big Ten 
East mate Ohio State has ascended to a level MSU 
might not be capable of reaching. Fellow division rival Michigan is on the 
mega-prowl after hiring Jim Harbaugh as coach. But Mark Dantonio and his 
program have been overlooked before. Lower the ceiling on Sparty at your 
own risk. 


THE GOOD NEWS: A mentality has been set in East Lansing — in a 
phrase, it’s to kick the unholy crap out of everybody. So take to the bank that 
Sparty will be tough, physical and strong-willed. It helps that Connor Cook is 
back at quarterback and that DE Shilique Calhoun still is on hand to make 
opponents cry for mama. 


THE BAD NEWS: It's hard enough that MSU, without former star 
defensive coordinator Pat Narduzzi, has to face Oregon in an early game, but 
it's at home. The road schedule includes Michigan, Nebraska and — yikes — 
Ohio State, Raise your hand if you see the Green Machine swallowing up all 
those mouthfuls. Nobody? Not us, either. 

OUR CALL: Without much doubt, we'll still call this the Big Ten's second- 
best team. The Spartans can old-school the rest of the Big Ten — other than 
Ohio State — into submission. 


7/7, Notre Dame 


Exorcising own demons is the key 
We could argue all day about what was Notre 
Dame's lowest point in 2014. The heartbreak in Tal- 
lahassee? Losing at home to Northwestern? Falling apart at Arizona State? 
Embarrassing itself at USC? The point is, there were a lot of low points. But 
a big bounce-back in 2015 would fix everything, and the deep Irish are 
capable of delivering it. 

THE GOOD NEWS: The Irish will be very experienced on both sides. 
Their offensive line, led by Ronnie Stanley and Nick Martin, will give whoever 
wins the quarterback battle — Everett Golson or Malik Zaire — a chance at 
a special season. The defense will be strong. Maybe not 2012 strong, but 
balanced, tough and explosive in the back end. 

THE BAD NEWS: There has to be at least some question about the 
mental toughness of this group, which, when the going got tough a year 
ago, revealed a startling lack of fortitude. When negativity creeps in at Notre 
Dame, it can become quite a bad scene. 

OUR CALL: Why not the Irish? Why can't they leap into playoff conten- 
tion? They have the horses to do it. Early results against Texas (home), 
Georgia Tech (home) and Clemson (road) will speak volumes. 
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©. AUBURN 


Sharpening up their teeth 
Over its final five games last season, Auburn 

— whose only victory in that stretch came against 

Samford — pretty well surrendered the identity it had 
formed in reaching the 2013 national title game. The offense was pretty good, 
of course, but it wasn't a clutch unit. The defense? Not.clutch, not opportu- 
nistic, not anything good. The immediate challenge for Gus Malzahn and his 
staff is to set things right again. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Speaking of the staff — hello, Will Muschamp, 

and thank goodness you're here. Muschamp went down in flames as a head 
coach at Florida, but as a coordinator, he'll put the teeth back in the Tigers’ 
defense. And there might be an overall upgrade from Nick Marshall to Jeremy 
Johnson at quarterback. Watch out for WR Duke Williams. DE Carl Lawson 
is ready to roar, 


THE BAD NEWS: Williams is the only returning starter in the offensive 
skill group (although it’s not without emerging talent). The secondary could be 
a particular weakness. 

OUR CALL: If the Tigers can survive an opening neutral-site matchup 
with Louisville and an SEC-opening visit to LSU — huge “if,” right? — they'll 
be in serious contention for the playoff. We like this team to bounce back 
from last season and peak late. 


Time to overtake FSU 
OK, so the whole rivalry thingy with Florida State 
hasn't been working out that well. What're you gonna 
do? Actually, this is a great time for Clemson to do something about it. The 
Tigers aren't strong favorites over FSU in the ACC Atlantic — many would 
argue they aren't the favorites at all — but they have fewer questions to 
answer, plus the home field when the teams meet in November. 


THE GOOD NEWS: Times are good when you can have the nation's 
No. 1 defense, as the Tigers did in 2014, and hold on to a star coordinator 
such as Brent Venables. The offense gets the expected return of quarterback 
Deshaun Watson from an ACL injury. Only a sophomore, Watson has Heis- 
man potential. 

THE BAD NEWS: Former offensive coordinator Chad Morris took the 
head job at SMU, a significant loss for the Tigers. Jeff Scott and Tony Elliott 
were promoted to co-coordinators, an arrangement that doesn’t always work 
out. Venables has to coach up several new starters on D. 

OUR CALL: When the Tigers visit Louisville in Week 3, it'll be their 
second game in five days. After that, they'll have two-plus weeks to prep for 
a huge home test against Notre Dame. Clear those hurdles and a glorious 
finish will be within reach. 


1L@. GEORGIA 


Poised for something big 
Crazy thought: How about the Bulldogs don't lose 
the SEC East to Missouri this season? Or to upstart 
Tennessee or anybody else? As so often has been the case under Mark 
Richt, Georgia is — based on talent — the team to beat in the East. If this 
program had a better history of delivering on its promise, a lot of folks would 
be picking the Dawgs to win the SEC, and more. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Can we talk about Nick Chubb? We love Nick 
Chubb. We love just saying “Nick Chubb.” It fits the stubby-legged ferocity 
with which he carries the football — the guy is the superstar of what will be 
one of the nation’s premier running games. 

THE BAD NEWS: Who's the quarterback? Richt and new offensive 
coordinator Brian Schottenheimer may need all of training camp to figure that 
out. Georgia needs a new pair of starting wideouts, too. 

OUR CALL: Second-year defensive coordinator Jeremy Pruitt is building 
a dominant group — a dangerous reality for the rest of the East. Shootouts: 
bad. Shutouts: good. In Athens this year, the D is the real key. 
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Out of the shadows, back to glory? 
\t's getting easier to buy into the Trojans, out of 
the shadows of NCAA sanctions and building back 
the depth that will allow second-year coach Steve Sarkisian to stomp on the 
accelerator and shorten the gap back to the glory days of Troy. That those 
days could actually arrive this very season is a possibility we long considered 
and can't quite dismiss. 


THE GOOD NEWS: Senior Cody Kessler leads the Pac-12's quarter- 
back brigade, which is always a good start. Goodness, some of the talent on 
this team takes your breath away — safety-turned-linebacker Su'a Cravens, 
corner/receiver/returner Adoree’ Jackson, receiver JuJu Smith — and more 
of that young talent is washing up in waves. 


THE BAD NEWS: Leonard Williams was a monster of a defensive line- 
man, and USC still has some things to figure out up front when it reconvenes 
in August. The safety spots are another concern on defense, and incoming 
freshmen will have a chance to stake out roles in camp. 


OUR CALL: Admit it: Most of your questions about ‘SC center on the 
head coach being able to shed his “7-win Sark” label. Same here. The Tro- 
jans will zoom past seven and capture the tough Pac-12 South, but ultimately 
bump up against the Green ceiling (yes, that's Oregon). 


iL@. Florida State 


Keying on team-wide accountability 
Maybe, in some small way, moving on from the 
Jameis Winston era is a good thing for the Semi- 
noles. Certainly, the spotlight isn’t shining as brightly. But the Winston era 
was an enormous success on the field, and that'll be an extraordinarily tough 
act to follow. Have we seen the last of FSU in the playoff mix for a while? 


THE GOOD NEWS: Without a singular superstar to bail them out of 
late-game jams, the ‘Noles move forward with a spirit of team-wide account- 
ability, That should be especially motivating for a defense that has top-end 
speed and, yes, potential in the pass rush. FSU had an ACC-low 17 sacks 
last season. How does doubling that number sound, fellas? 


THE BAD NEWS: That former quarterback was 26-1. Look, FSU just 
won't be as good without him. And it isn't just Winston who's gone; Fisher 
and his staff must replace about half their starters from 2014. The offensive 
line could be a real mess. 


OUR CALL: The closer you look at the ‘Noles, the harder it is to see 
pieces of a championship puzzle. But it'll still be hard as heck to beat this 
team, which has a great shot at its customary double-digit victories. 


iL. LSU 


Approaching crossroads, seeking balance 
It was a struggle for the Tigers in 2014, when 
they finished 8-5 — matching the worst record in 
Les Miles’ 10 years at the school — and were dragged down by an impotent, 
SEC-worst passing attack. With many of its West division mates soaring, 
LSU is at a fascinating crossroads. Will Miles’ program reassert itself as 
a true national power? 


THE GOOD NEWS: LSU still can line up and knock the slobber out 
of a defense, as it demonstrated last season with a devastating downhill 
running game. Brutish back Leonard Fournette is one of the best players in 
the country, and he'll operate behind a high-quality offensive line that could 
coalesce into a great unit. 

THE BAD NEWS: Excellent defensive coordinator John Chavis left for 
Texas A&M, which has to stick in Miles’ craw. Chavis must be looking forward 
to facing Tigers’ quarterbacks Anthony Jennings and Brandon Harris, who 
don't scare anybody. 

OUR CALL: Why does it seem, year after year, that LSU is particularly 
up against it in the schedule department? Alas, the Tigers can't worry about 
that. If they want to stay in the West hunt, they'll just have to out-tough 
everybody. 
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Going all ‘High Octane’ again 
For as much as quarterback Taylor Kelly did for 

Arizona State over the past three seasons — he at 
least earned lifetime holiday cards from coach Todd Graham — we liked the 
way the offense ran when Mike Bercovici had his audition as an injury-re- 
placement last season. Berco takes over full time now, and even with wideout 
Jaelen Strong moving on to the NFL, he has multiple live wires to whom he 
can get the ball, so Graham can go all “High Octane” again. 


THE GOOD NEWS; D.J. Foster can get comfortable as a 1,000-yard 
receiver in the slot because sophomores Kalen Ballage and Demario Richard 
can handle his old tailback spot. Ballage was super in the spring, doubling 
(tripling?) as a kick returner, and (here's the fun part) as a third-down pass 
rusher. 


THE BAD NEWS: Graham's defense is one of the best at causing 
havoc, but he spent the springtime looking for answers at his havoc-causing 
“Devilbacker’ position. An opener vs. Texas A&M in Houston is a either 
a great opportunity ... or an ice-bucket reality check. 

OUR CALL: ASU has posted back-to-back 10-win seasons. That sounds 
like the ceiling for this season, but a very fine ceiling it would be. 


iL. Georgia Tech 


Schedule tempers optimistic upside 
Man alive, did the Yellow Jackets ever open some 
eyes with their finish in 2014, knocking off Georgia 
before shredding Mississippi State in a bow! game for their 11th victory. This 
team certainly ought to be viewed as a serious threat to Clemson and Florida 
State in the ACC. 


THE GOOD NEWS: Dazzling quarterback Justin Thomas is back to run 
Paul Johnson's triple-option attack, and he mixes in just enough quality with 
his arm to give any defense fits. Tech's experienced defense should make 
a strong move up the ACC’s statistical rankings. 

THE BAD NEWS: Other than Thomas, the cast of skill players on 
offense will be mostly new. Thomas is the right guy to hold them steady, but 
it’s still a challenging scenario. Also, the schedule: Tech gets both Clemson 
and FSU in divisional crossover games and must travel to Notre Dame. 

OUR CALL: There's enough “bad” above that it'll take everything Tech 
has to win 11 games again. If it can fight its way to the top of the Coastal, 
though, the ACC title game will be can't-miss theater. 


iLG. Wisconsin 


Chryst back where he belongs 
So the Gary Andersen experiment sure turned 
out to be ... weird. Madison wasn't the place for him, 
apparently, but it feels like home — literally — to replacement Paul Chryst. 
He's a Madison native, a UW alum and a former offensive coordinator who 
skippered some of the Badgers’ best offenses. 

THE GOOD NEWS: The Badgers will continue to blast away in the run 
game, with Corey Clement a worthy successor to Montee Ball and Melvin 
Gordon and — the usual — a wall of giants up front to pave the way. Wiscon- 
sin held on to defensive coordinator Dave Aranda, which definitely helps. 

THE BAD NEWS: One-dimensional quarterback Joe! Stave — big arm, 
no legs — doesn't allow for as much fun as the Badgers had when that one 
guy Russell Wilson was QBing for Chryst. Oh, well. The pass-catching crew 
is pretty run-of-the-mill, and the defense has some rebuilding to do in the 
front seven. 

OUR CALL: We didn’t even mention that the Badgers have to open in 
Arlington, Texas, against — yikes — Alabama. With the stench of last year's 
59-0 loss to Ohio State in the Big Ten title game still wafting, there’s no way 
to see a league title happening. But the B1G West is weak. 
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i277. Tennessee 


On the rise, but this high? Sure! 
Now this is fun. Let’s take the Vols — who haven't 
played above-.500 ball in the SEC since 2007 — and 
vault them all the way to No. 17? But it’s not crazy. This program is building 
toward something very exciting, and a flying leap to the top of the SEC East 
isn’t at all out of the question, 


THE GOOD NEWS: A hundred starters return from last year's 7-6 team. 
That's a slight exaggeration, but seriously — just about everybody is back, 
and that makes this a hugely important season in Knoxville. It wouldn't mean 
nearly as much if the Vols had a sluggo at quarterback, but Josh Dobbs has 
best-in-the-league potential. 


THE BAD NEWS: Tennessee has lost five straight against Georgia 
and 10 in a row to Florida. There are dragons to slay, and it's more than fair 
to wonder if the Vols have the wherewithal to do it. The Vols annual crossover 
game with Alabama won't make things any easier. 


OUR CALL: There is no doubt the arrow is pointing up for this program. 
UT will be a tough out for anybody it plays. Winning the East is unlikely — 
0 for 3 vs. Missouri so far, by the way — but the earth is shifting in Knoxville 
and we're not about to pretend otherwise. 


iL®. Oklahoma State 


Bouncing back from aberration 
Last season sure was a bummer — Mike Gundy's 
first foray through a sub-.500 Big 12 campaign since 
2006. Geez, Gundy wasn’t even 40 then, But now he and his program have 
a chance to sneak up on the Big 12 all over again. And, of course, Gundy — 
long rumored to be considering other coaching jobs — remains in Stillwater 
to see it through. 


THE GOOD NEWS: There's lots of it, partly because the Cowboys 
bring back loads of experience on both sides of the ball. Consider, too, 
a potentially transformative field general, young Mason Rudolph, who has 
grabbed the reins of this team as only a born leader can. OSU also gets 
Kansas State, TCU, Baylor and Oklahoma — in that order — at home. 


THE BAD NEWS: OSU was far behind the curve in turnover margin last 
season, which simply can’t be repeated if this team is going to contend in the 
Big 12. Are there enough playmakers on defense? Is there enough discipline 
on offense? Gundy and his staff are under the gun to coach their boys up. 


OUR CALL: A sudden move to the top of the Big 12 is possible here. 
We're not simply talking about improvement — a league title could happen. 
But nobody says it'll be easy. 


iL&). Arizona 


Margin of error remains slim 
Rich Rodriguez coaxed 10 regular-season victo- 

ties, a Pac-12 South title and a spot in a Big Six bow! 
out of Arizona last season. RichRod has settled into the Southwest comfort- 
ably — “Palm trees and sunshine ... are you kidding me?” he says with 
a smile — and he really is just getting started as he enters his fourth season. 
Not every year is going to be 2014, but it’s reasonable to place the Wildcats 
in the annual Top 25 discussion for the foreseeable future. 


THE GOOD NEWS: The team’s best player — all-everything linebacker 
Scooby Wright — is also the team’s hardest worker. On offense, Arizona has 
hit the skill-position trifecta with QB Anu Solomon, RB Nick Wilson and 
WR Cayleb Jones. 

THE BAD NEWS: As practical matters, the defense needs more 
playmakers around Wright and the offensive line is replacing three starters. 
Mostly, though, you wonder if Arizona can come close to replicating its 6-1 
record last season in games decided by seven points or less. 

OUR CALL: The team's all-around depth is still lacking. With that, it's a 
bit much to expect Arizona to successfully tip-toe to another South title while 
playing 12 consecutive games without a bye. 
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@2@. UCLA 


A fork in the road awaits 
Let's just go ahead and say it: We're not quite 

sure what to do with UCLA. This will be coach Jim 
Mora's most talented roster, top to bottom, and that comes on the heels of 
a 10-win season, If you tell us the Bruins are top-10 timber in your preseason 
rankings, we'll shrug and nod and say, “OK.” Others might see disaster as 
UCLA is almost certainly going to go with a true freshman at quarterback. 
We're putting the Bruins at No. 20, splitting the difference. 


THE GOOD NEWS: UCLA's defense is strong up the middle with 
interior linemen Kenny Clark and Eddie Vanderdoes, and ultra-athletic in 
the back with comers Ishmael Adams and Fabian Moreau. RB Paul Perkins 
(1,575 yards last season) charges behind a now grown-up offensive line. 


THE BAD NEWS: Everybody loves Josh Rosen. Arguably the nation's 
top QB recruit, he enrolled early and impressed enough in the spring to consid- 
er adding a letter to the stadium name. Get it? From Rose Bowl to Rosen Bowl. 
(Too soon?). True freshman QBs, though, usually do true freshman things. 


OUR CALL: We'll know soon in the conference season which way this 
is going. UCLA opens at Arizona, then is home to Arizona State in tone- 
setting South division games. 


iL. Oklahoma 


In search of missing mojo 
What the heck happened? We're still trying to 
make sense of the Sooners’ fade in 2014. A 4-0 start 
to a 4-5 finish (that’s 8-5 overall) was beyond unacceptable. The 40-6 loss 
to Clemson in the Citrus Bowl was absolutely humiliating, Yet, why can't we 
quit OU? 

THE GOOD NEWS: Last season is over. The pressure that was on 
a popular pick for the first College Football Playoff has waned. And — oh, 
yes — the Sooners may be pretty close to great offensively in 2015. The 
addition of young, exciting coordinator Lincoln Riley could spark a positive 
shift in Norman. Trevor Knight will be a quarterback reborn, unless bigger- 
armed transfer Baker Mayfield gets the nod (good chance). Either guy will be 
honored to hand the pigskin to studly back Samaje Perine. 

THE BAD NEWS: Did you watch the Sooners sleep-walk through their 
losses last season? There's something missing from this program. Call it the 
fire to win the big one. That just doesn't look good on Bob Stoops. 

OUR CALL: There just seems to be more urgency at TCU and Baylor. 
At Texas, too. The Sooners have the horses, but the mojo this squad brings 
into 2015 isn't impressive. 


22. Boise State 


Rugged September offers possibilities 
There's no better bet than Boise to rise from the 
minor leagues of college football and shake up the 
playoff picture in 2015. Unfortunately for the Broncos, though, the out-of- 
conference slate is tougher than tough. Bryan Harsin will have to channel 
his best Chris Petersen to make this thing work on a grand scale. 


THE GOOD NEWS: The list of returning starters is almost unend- 
ing. From the O-line to most of the offensive skill guys to every level of the 
defense, BSU is in rock-solid shape. That'll go a long way in September 
matchups with Washington, BYU and Virginia. 


THE BAD NEWS: The quarterback position is unsettled, and that's 
putting it lightly, The Broncos will go through fall camp with picking a start- 
ing QB as the No. 1 priority. It seems like forever since this team had the 
comfort of do-everything-right Kellen Moore to lean on. Ryan Finley could 
be the guy, but he’s far from an automatic answer, and his spring arrest did 
not help. 

OUR CALL: If we thought of BSU as a rip-through-the-Mountain-West 
sort of team, we'd rank it higher. More likely, there’s a loss or two laying in 
wait, even if they get through the gauntlet of September. And that means the 
playoff will be reserved for the big conference boys. As usual, 
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On the lookout for consistency 
Noteworthy, isn't it, that the Aggies seemed more 

distracted and more bought into their own hype after 
Johnny Manziel left than they were when he was still around? A 5-0 start in 
2014 had A&M looking like a playoff contender. The five defeats that followed 
were, collectively, galling. Just how real-deal is this team and program? 
Therein lies the problem of playing in the SEC West — the margin of error 
is almost imperceptible, 


THE GOOD NEWS; Kevin Sumlin's offense will put up points. There 
is quality and depth at receiver and running back, and Kyle Allen is a steady 
performer at quarterback. And the addition of defensive coordinator John 
Chavis has everyone stoked, since a bolstered defense portends the consis- 
tency that this program sorely needs. 


THE BAD NEWS: The physical play up front in the SEC continues to 
be tremendously challenging for A&M. Are the Aggies tough enough to line 
up against Arkansas in September, for example, and deal with a hellacious 
rushing attack? Chavis will have to work miracles just to get his defense near 
the middle of the pack in the league. 


OUR CALL: Contention in the SEC West is too much to hope for, But 
with a relatively soft league schedule, A&M can step forward from last year's 
8-5 record, which would represent meaningful progress and overall success. 


24... Virginia Tech 


Beamer Ball seeking big bounce 
College football can be mighty strange — case 

in point, the 2014 Hokies, who were good enough to 
win by 14 at Ohio State, soaring in the national rankings for their efforts, yet 
bad enough to then lose six of their next nine games. That's three straight 
seasons now in which the Hokies have been run-of-the-mill. The words 
“Beamer Ball” never sounded more hollow ... but, sigh, we're beginning to 
fall for this defense all over again. 

THE GOOD NEWS: According to Beamer, his players have accepted 
responsibility for the program's recent dip and shown tremendous resolve to 
tum things around. Sometimes, attitude is everything. The Hokies repeatedly 
seemed to cave in tough spots last season — and in the two before that — 
which obviously can’t continue. 

THE BAD NEWS: Will the offense again be bogged down by QB 
Michael Brewer's turnover issues? Is a young offensive line nearly good 
enough to support Brewer's hoped-for improvement? 

OUR CALL: We're not about to see six losses again, but three or four 
of them seems likely. The opener at home against Ohio State — probably 
unwinnable — will be good preparation for the rest of the season. 


2. Missouri 


Showing that they're no fluke 
Who's foolish enough to overlook a Tigers pro- 
gram that has jumped up and snapped back-to-back 
SEC East division titles out of thin air? Mizzou — simply better coached, 
perhaps, and certainly better at executing — has frustrated the heck out of 
its new conference rivals in the process. Why not do it again? 


THE GOOD NEWS: There's continuity at the most important spot on 
the field, quarterback, where Maty Mauk has embodied greater-than-the- 
sum-of-his-parts effectiveness. A veteran offensive line will give Mauk a 
chance to break in a new batch of skill players. The defense needs new pass 
rushers, but since when have the Tigers struggled to dial up pressure? 

THE BAD NEWS: Gary Pinkel has enjoyed a run of strong players who 
were hungry to be developed into standouts, and one can never take such 
a thing for granted. The Tigers seemingly are thin at receiver and along the 
defensive front. Any drop-off will be felt acutely in the rugged SEC. 

OUR CALL: A third straight appearance in the SEC title game feels like 
a reach, but we're done stuffing Mizzou in the also-ran box. Without a lot of 
national fanfare, Pinkel has built quite the well-oiled machine. 


www.lindyssports.com 2015 


WASTING Use eS 


‘No, Team Conf. Conf. Rank — 
"26. Staniord —__Pt-12__ 6 _Alth sul toughness, ps emerging RB Christan Mate. 


"OT Aka _Atkansas_ ca 


B “Oe Miss 
2 Wicigan 


30. Nebasla 


ahr 1. Mississippi State SEC 
“82. Utah 


~BigTen 5 ie ilo ed arr ours ers. vay 
82,_Utah ——___—Pac-12_7__Utes shouldn't slide after posting a 9-4 record a season ago, 
33, NC State Met 

“U Tews igi? 5 Merc 
“35, Love _—_ACC__6_Noing se but OB Repl Bonafon made ston sping cam ojo, 
8. 6 West Virginia Big 6 6 Beat Baylor, lost fo TCU by 1.1 Mountaineers wil bea tough out again. 
“9. 7. North Carina A 7 Talented OB Marquise Willams gives Hees edge on middle of Coast 


You know Gators will play D; coach Jim McEhwain has to goose the 0, 
New 0B, but Duke has some staying power after 19 wins in two years, 
4. Memphis _ AC Tigers’ amazing tumaround continues, led by 0B Paxton Lynch. 
“H, Penn State Big Ten 6 Too many NTs for histan Hackenberg in Lions'7- season. —_ 
42 Cincinnati" AAC 2 Gunner Kil and crew goto Memphis, BYU Houston; st the Canes, 
“1, Kansas State 
44 Cal Pact 8 0B Jared Gof as great group ot Ws; anyone ber play D?- —— 
4. “45, Bowing Green MAG 1_Loads of offense wil propel Flos to third MAC len tree yeas. 
6 —_hd mo So.much depends on health of OB Taysom Hl, RB Jamaal Wiliams, 
Al TexasTech Big 2_ 8 Patrick Mahomes or Davis Webb? That's main OB question for TT, 
“We ha _ Big Ten 7 
4# South Carolina SEC. 
“0M "Minnesota ae _tigTen_ 8 Gophers lose key skill from 8-5 team, need steadier OB pay, 
it. “51, Norther nos MAC 2 Going for sith straight MAC West division championship. 
2, UF AC 3 Taking stp back afer going 15-1 nleaque ly the pasttwoyears. 
<a _ AC 9 Mr. Defense, Pat Nadu asa coupe of rat offensive weapons. 
54 


5 OB Jacoby Briss why NC Stat wil improve on 35 ACC mark. 


“3 Die 


~ Big 12 7__ Bill Snyder always finds a way to wi, but Cats won't reach 9 this year, 


Pitt 
Hi Mami——__‘ROC__ 1008 Brad Kaya played ayn is ears sa reshman lst season, 


55, Houston ape 4 _4 Cougs snapped up 08 guru Tom Herman from Ohio State tobe HC. 
6. “36, Washington —_F 
3, Bo 
56 


Paced. 9 29 Huskies working through OB issues, loss of NFL talent on defense, 
“7, Boston Colege AOC. i Eagles have to rebuild the One, butcan hover t7 wins agen, 
“58, Rutgers 


BigTen _§ eM Big Te’ ast pysicl eas pushed nebie ues season, 


seo 13 School investing in football program, and there are signs of lif, 


#0 ‘Washington State Pact 10 (8 Luke Falk impressed a injury replacement, butob remains open. 


“61, Marja Marland Big Ten 10_Terps broke even in first Big Ten season, bout defense wil ned work. = 
62. Nay __——AAC__5_Led by fabulous 03 Keenan Reynolds, Mids jin the AAC this year 


“68, Vigiia AOC 12 Could be a crossroads season for shear coach Mike London. 


No, Team 


8 SS a eee 3 


10 0B Dak Prescot tries to recapture magic of 2014 asasenior. 


Big 125 Mer cleaning house in 6-7 debut, Care Son wilsee progress. 


Gig Ten 7 Ki Ferentzsfeling ea is Hawkeyes ae running uphilthis season, rag 
12_Doesn't seem to fave enough dference-makers tobe SEC factor, af se a 


. 108. So South Alabama Sun Belt im Program infused with transfers via UAB, in including 08 Cody Clements. 


“8 Southern Miss CUSA_11_Once proud program tas fur wins the past wo seasons. 
Tiss 


c £4, Oregon State ——Pac-12_ 11 ac-12_11_Long term: Gary Andersen is great ire. Short term: Who's the 0B? : 


65,_Utah State MW 2 “Aggies, ed by ine lnebacers, wile man threat to Bose State, —_ 


__ Conf. Conf. Rank 
1B Wake Forest _ ACC 
78. Purdue BigTen 14 Offensive in provides some help of ating mor than one BIG win, —_ 
“#0. lovaStae Big 2 9 Cyclones trying to avoid third onseutve season-opening oss to FCS. 
al, Marshall CUSA 2 Herd has supporting tet but losing OB Raleem Caos ig. 

82. Kar Kansas __ big i210 Ex asta ai Beaty al is eouting na. 
83. Louk Lousiana Tech C-USA 3 _Florida transfer OB Jeff Driskel gets a spond chance. 

"H. Fest Fresno State MW § Los of rebuilding for Buldogs, who won weak MW West, but were 6-8. 


4 Deas wet 3-9 but beat iia Tech, wich beat Ohio Ste 


‘ 48. Appalachian St. Sun Belt 1 Looking to win the league in only its second season in the league, 


86, Aransas State Sun Belt_2 Offense, ed by OB Fredi Knighten, wi ead the Wolves way. Ps 


~_MW___6 Falcons wont win 10 again, bu taleried backflip. 
M8 B Wie Tega just 6-18 in is two seasons wth South Fda, ——_ 


$9. Cental itigan MAG 4 Joba Boramego handed te isos fist ead cowching ob, 


#0. 00. Middle Tennessee zmnessee C-USA 4 OB Austin Grammer must cut tumovers for Blue Raiders to make @run, 
_CUSA 5 5 _Owis could win the West, especialy with home games. a. Tech 
WAC 5 5 Bobcats fl to 6-6 st season but thay have 17 starr uring, 


ia Southem “SunBelt 3 __Defending Sun Bett champs; nearly beat G-Tech, NC State last yea. 


“CSA 6 Trending up: Had winning record last year for 1st time sinoe 20065, 
_SunBet 4 Cajuns are working on four consecutive 9-4 records, 


_6 §_Scheduleincludes Michigan Sat, Oo Sate and alte MAC lis, —_ " 
i Nice offense, but Spartans wil have tough time stoping ground game, 


CAUSA Bh Offense coud come trough ‘ut FU seams stuckin C-USA middle > 


WW 8 § __Second-er coach Cra Bohl needs more tme to bing inthe horss, , 
7 "New ona Lance Leipold went 19-6 2t Div. I Wisconsin Wheater, : 


Sun Bet 5 Has offense t0 be reckoned with @s Bobcats push for postseason. 

: Mo 9 Spotty offense must improve for Green Wave to improve on 3-9 mark. 
‘03. New Marca MW 9 Lobos competed just 76 passes st year only Amy, Navy had fever. 
$04. Old Dominion C-USA 8 3 OB Taylor Henke is one, but RB Ray Lavy wil lead way on ground. : 
405. KentSlate MAC 8 Good news: 2013 lating rusher Trayion Durham back afer‘. 


_ MAC 9 Inf of transfers coud help Zps nd way afer v-nin season, 
MW 0 10_Thee-ray quarterback race could spillover ino he season. ae 


109. Fl Florida Alani C-USA nm 0B Jaquez Johnson and improved run defense ar two good things, 
110. _ Noth Tras __ C-USA 10 } Mean Green won't make much headway, if any, fromad-B season, 


10 Huskies hit bottom — they hope — with a two-win season in 2014, 
Soh This lt east be fun to watch with coach Chad Morris taking over, —_ 


fff. Vom AAC 


12. SMUD 


12 Former Baylor pay-cller Phil Montgomery is the new head coach, 


115, UMass MAC 10 Minutemen ose thei Band ter TE et cr oy the NFL. 


116. Amy nd Black Krighs replacing every tartrin tiple apton backed, 


66 tliois Big Ten _11_Car' cath break WR Mike Dudek sured tom ACL in spring, 


“7, Colorado Pac! _12 More competitive last season but arto cmb Pat-12 South adder. 


“68. Temple AAC 6 Great defense retuns every tater roma team hat went 68. 


TR Baste MAC 


“69. Northwestern Big Ten _12_Cats wil have to oh issues at OB and onthe ofnsive ne in camp. 
70. 0. Indiana 


20 Ravi 
~ BigTen 13 Cant replace RB Tevin Coleman; healthy OB Nate Sudfeld woud hep, —_ 


‘At. Louisiana-Monroe Sun Bett_7 _ OB remains an issue, and the running game won't be a savior. 


ae AM: it “Wirth a ty: Local high schol coach Tony Sanchez takes over 


Bi 1 Inexperience a OB and RB wil it Bal Slt’ eng, 


12 12. The seasons of Norm Chow as coach has resulted in oly wins. 


———— 


121, Mami(Ohi) MAG 12 Chuck Matin wnt 2-10 in first season, ut played several games se. 


Ti, SanDiego State MW 3 Donne Pumphre an for 1,867 yards and 20 Ds ast season. 
2 Toedy WAC 3. Shking, ve now: Rocks ave sme tpt tiple. 


ACG___13._No easy fives fran ofense that was to blame for 23-9 season. 
1h. 74, Westen Kentucky C-USA 4 08 Brandon Doughty retums to lead veteran uni 
75, Colorado State MW 4 tty SEC corto wored one ans ty gain wih Mike Bobo, 
16 Vanderbitt “SeO 14 4_Derek Mason hoes tit is groove afr ough 38st season. 


TT. fast Carding AAG 


2015 www.lindyssports.com 


18. _Eastem Michigan “Wie 


708 Sta Caren WR sin ar on payhewanyroe, 1h hate 


CSA 12 JA_12 Roadrunners missed chance to be good last year; hello, rebuilding. 


___ SinBet 8 Streak of three f-win seasons ina row wil end. and ina good way, 
SunBet_9 Program ina rough patch, wih no bow game sce 2010. ¢ 


13 ~ Only 1 starters back roma team that was 2-10 season go. 


“726, Georgia Sale SunBet_10_Wilshow improvement afr gong winkss in Sun Bt st season. 


a. 127, New Meco St Sun Bet ft i _ Not much hope young, smal defense remains one of ations worst, 


BE Only been paying football since 2013, so 49ers wil ake some lumps. 


Ty 


Lindy’s Sports Annuals 11 


NO SENSE TO WAIT 12 YEARS FOR AN 8-TEAM PLAYOFF 


BY DENNIS DODD | Photo by Jerome Miron-USA TODAY Sports 


dmit it. The first thing you thought 
Av the first four-team College 

Football Playoff bracket was released 
was, “how soon until we go to eight?” 

We really ought to quit kidding 
ourselves. Let's just spring the eight-team 
playoff right now. 

We admit we have been properly 
tantalized to the point that now it’s nothing 
more than formality that three rounds 
will eventually replace the already-less- 
than-satisfying four-team system. Besides, 
the seal has already been broken on what 
amounted to the final arguments against 
sending quarterfinalists into the fray. 

Bumping up against final exams? 
Please. The 2014 bowl season started 13 days 
after Selection Sunday, when eight teams 
played on Dec. 20. 

So, eight teams can play in bowl games, 
but they can’t stomach the idea of playing 
quarterfinals in an expanded College Football 
Playoff later that week? 

Please. 

BCS presidents used to talk about, “no 
second-semester football.” Then their 
postseason progeny allowed the College 
Football Playoff to schedule its first 
championship game on Jan. 12, 2015. Earlier 
in the day when Ohio State beat Oregon in 
the first CFP Championship Game, students 
in Columbus were showing up for their 
second-semester classes. Oregon players were 
ostensibly more than a week late for their 
winter term, which began Jan. 5. 

OK, so it might not be ideal to send the 
student-athletes into a national title game 
one night, and into biology class a day or 
two later, but TV networks and advertisers 
don't always pay the extra half-billion 
dollars to fit “ideal.” Ohio State and Oregon 
made it work, and so will others. 

It would detract from the regular 
season? We heard that for years from BCS 
defenders. Then the playoff came along and 
college football was never more popular. 
Auburn-Alabama still stirred the soul. Those 
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first CFP rankings went right down to the 
final games. Ask Baylor and TCU, and No. 4 
Ohio State, for that matter. 

There's nothing but upside out there. The 
playoff games were merely the highest-rated 
events in cable television history. 

A cynic might up and declare he or she 
is sick of being lied to. For now, we'll keep 
it civil. But it’s obvious college football 
could go to an eight-team playoff tomorrow. 
Mostly, for all the same reasons it doubled 
the field from two to four in 2014. 

Turning a blind eye to the December 
academic calendar during finals? It's already 
happened. Playing an extra game? In this 
age of concussion scrutiny and litigation, 
we've already asked college kids to put their 
bodies on the line for two extra games. Ohio 
State and Oregon played 15 games ... and no 
one blinked. 

Putting the relevancy of decades-old 


dozen years. And contracts are made to be 
amended. 

And obviously this amendment is 
required. It's on everyone's mind because we 
now have a clear view of how it looks to be 
left out. 

“Gary Patterson,” Hancock said, when 
asked about blowback from TCU’s exclusion, 
“is a true gentleman.” 

TCU beat Iowa State by 52 points on the 
final day of the season, and the Patterson- 
coached Horned Frogs dropped from No. 3 
to No. 6 in the final CFP rankings. 

Where's the logic in that? 

“Their (selection committee) job was to 
watch all this film and pick the four best 
teams no matter who you played, what you 
did,” Patterson said. “All the sudden it came 
down to, ‘Well, they played a championship 
game, but they didn’t! That's not what we 
were told. We were told they were going to 


— Notre Dame Athletic Director Jack Swarbrick 


rivalries in danger? Didn't happen. In fact, 
TCU-Baylor has never been more bitter. 

So it’s not a matter of could it happen, 
because it already has. It’s just the degree of 
hypocrisy you want to put up with. 

“There is no talk about eight (teams in 
a playoff) within our group,” CFP executive 
director Bill Hancock said. “This is a stable 
event. It’s going to be with us for 12 years.” 

This is not calling Hancock a hypocrite. 
Everyone loves Bill. We'd all love to see him 
get together with CFP chairman Jeff Long to 
sing a folk song. It would be nice. 

But Hancock is only spouting what 
the contract says — four teams for a 


pick the four best teams.” 

Yes, there was that. The only major 
conference without a championship game 
got left out. Patterson subsequently lobbied 
for six playoff teams. 

All of it framed a growing narrative. 

A Sports Business Journal poll determined 
that 43 percent of respondents believe the 
playoff is headed to eight within four years. 
Eighty-two percent say it will happen within 
seven years. 

While straw polls can mean little, the 
inevitable controversy was stirred up. While 
TCU dropped precipitously, Ohio State played 
its way in from No. 5 to No. 4 by beating 
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Ohio State Buckeyes players pose for a photo after defeating the Oregon Ducks 
in the 2015 CFP National Championship Game at AT&T Stadium. 
Photo by Matthew Emmons-USA TODAY Sports 


Wisconsin by 59. The Buckeyes’ unlikely 
three-game run to the championship saved 
the CFP committee's credibility. 

So, after years of insisting that piling 
up gaudy, embarrassingly lopsided scores 
should not and does not make a difference 
in the BCS rankings, as it turned out, the 
Buckeyes basically bailed out the committee 
by pouring it on Wisconsin. If OSU was 59 
points better than the second-best team in 
the Big Ten, well, they can leapfrog a team 
that played in a conference that didn’t even 
have a championship game. 

But in the end, the initial Football Four 
ended up looking fairly seamless. Four 
conference champions, each of which won 


the big-boy conference championship games. 


Of course, there are five of those, so at least 
one major conference champion will be 
left out each season that the playoff isn’t 
expanded to eight teams: In 2014, the Big 
12 lost out in that game of playoff musical 
chairs. 

The increasingly valid question is why? 
It doesn’t have to be this way. Eight teams 
allow for inclusion of the champions of the 
five major conferences plus a Group of Five 
champion and two at-large teams. 
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An eight-team playoff this year would 
have looked like this: 

¢ No. 1 Alabama vs. No. 8 Boise State 

¢ No, 2 Oregon vs. No. 7 Mississippi State 

© No. 3 Florida State vs. No. 6 TCU 

© No. 4 Ohio State vs. No. 5 Baylor 

Everything else is details. 

“The appetite for college football is 
insatiable,” said Hancock, not realizing that 
in a roundabout way he was making a case 
for eight. 

CFP officials are scared to death that 
an eight-team playoff would nibble away 
at the regular season’s allure. They were 
concerned a four-team playoff would do 
the same. They had to be surprised that 
the first playoff season wildly enhanced 
the regular season. 

The Iron Bowl was the most watched 
college football game of the season, 13.5 
million viewers. UCLA — thus, the L.A. 
market — lingered around the periphery for 
most of the season. The state of Mississippi 
had its run. 

Using the pure CFP rankings, undefeated 
Florida State would have been left out of the 
BCS. Watching the consistently imperfect 
‘Noles made for appointment television with 


a playoff berth at stake for weeks. 

You think the Iron Bowl would matter 
less in an eight-team world? No matter 
what you thought of the Tuesday rankings 
show, it was popular programming. We found 
ourselves interested in why an undefeated 
Marshall wasn’t ranked in early November. 
One high-ranking college official compared 
the rankings show to a reality show — 
American Idol or The Voice. 

All of it is not necessarily a bad thing. 
Maybe Gwen Stefani can host the expanded 
bracket rankings show. 

“I must say ... there’s something about 
good teams being left out,” Notre Dame 
athletic director Jack Swarbrick said, “that 
adds to the value of being in.” 

It’s going to go from charming to bickering 
when some coach or another misses out on 
a six-figure playoff bonus because he didn’t 
beat Iowa State by enough. 

“No one knows where that tipping point 
is in college football so we have to be very 
careful about it,” Hancock said. 

“Four doesn’t go too far. Four just goes far 
enough.” 

Until it doesn’t. 

Just like they told us about the BCS. 
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HIGHEST-FIYING OFFENSES 
ARE A BALANCING ACT 


ey SS ae eT 
BY DENNIS DODD | Photo by John David Wiser eer USA TOR TODAY ADDN SOME ee 


Se 


Quality RBs spark point-a-minute 
offenses in modern college game 


That would be the offensive revolution 
that has turned college football into a 
continual race to the end zone. 

It’s a point-a-minute every week. 

With a record average of 59 points a game 
last season, we've become accustomed to the 
high-flying, basketball-on-grass that have 
quarterbacks, receivers, and the guys trying 
to stop them — mostly defensive ends and 
cornerbacks — as the most exciting players 
on the field. 

But while the flyboys get the glory, the 
infantry does the most important work. 
Nothing new there. But this Return to the 
Rush is anchoring the more-substantial, 
balanced offenses that are equal parts 
counter play and go routes. 

Mention “4.5” and the football cognoscenti 
think it’s a 40 time. But now you know that 
it is the average yards gained on the ground 
these days. That's the highest yards per carry 
in the game's history — yes, far exceeding 
even the wing-T and Wishbone eras. 

Teams rushed for 178.1 yards per game 
in 2014, the most in 34 years. That number 
is up for the sixth straight year. Between 
2006 and 2013, average rushing touchdowns 
per game increased almost 25 percent. The 
15-year-old single-game rushing record 
was smashed in consecutive weeks in 2014. 
Consider that 53 players ran for at least 
1,000 yards. 


T. revolution continues. 


A Point A Minute 
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What in the name of Barry Sanders is 
going on? 

Something changed in this revolution. 
For much of the past decade or so it was 
based on passing. But only the game's 
connoisseurs noticed a more subtle 
change: The offenses have been coming 
into balance. 

Mike Leach’s Air Raid only went so far. 

The year Sam Bradford won the Heisman at 
Oklahoma (2008), he was backed by two 1,000- 
yard rushers (Chris Brown, DeMarco Murray). 

From 2006 to 2009, Oklahoma State's 
offensive balance (run/pass) was never 
separated by more than 26 yards. The 2007 
unit achieved offensive football nirvana, 
perfect balance — 243.15 yards per game in 
rushing and passing. 

“The numbers show you have to be good 
at both,” said Dave Bartoo, the mind behind 
CFBMatrix.com. “You can’t have one without 
the other. The numbers tell me you must 
have a running game.” 

No surprise, then, that Ohio State — one of 
the most balanced offenses in college football 
last season — won the shiny, new trophy. 

“You've got to have a run game,” Bartoo 
said. “As much as everyone loves the passing 
game, you've got to have efficiency to it. 

“Tf you look at teams that played the 
fastest, there are not a lot of good teams 
in there. Other than Baylor, it’s ‘Who are 
these guys?” 


2014 


The teams that are the most offensively 
efficient — most points per minute — win 
championships, Bartoo contends. The last 
seven national champions have been in the 
top 10 in that category. Five of the seven 
were No. 1. 

That kind of stat is not readily available, 
unless you dig below the surface. Analytics 
are beginning to reshape the game. Baylor 
— No. 1 last season averaging 87.5 plays 
per game — played in one of the Big Six 
bowls (Cotton). The next-fastest CFP bowl 
participant was Mississippi State (Orange 
Bowl) at No. 16. 

For the record, Oregon — perceived as 
lightning quick — has finished in the top 
quarter nationally in that category only 
once in the last four years. 

“It kind of opened my eyes,” Bartoo said. 
“The game is approaching peak pace. The game 
can go only so fast without losing efficiency.” 

What better way to improve efficiency 
than to run the ball? It’s trending that way. 
Last year, Bartoo said, the game moved 
slower (plays per minute) than it had in the 
last seven years. 

Meanwhile, teams that ran more often 
than they passed on drives, scored 30 
percent more often. 

That leads to the rise of the likes of 
Ohio State’s Ezekiel Elliott and Oregon's 
Royce Freeman. The two high-school blue 
chips faced off against each other in that 
first College Football Playoff championship 
game. Elliott responded with a career-high 
246 yards and four touchdowns against 
Oregon. Freeman — a 1,000-yard rusher 
as a freshman — was held to 22. 

One team played a third-string 


Oregon Ducks running back Royce Freeman 
Photo by Scott Olmos-USA TODAY Sports 
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4.5 yards and a cloud of dust! 


Georgia Bulldogs running back Nick Chubb 
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quarterback. The other had the Heisman 
Trophy winner. Didn’t matter. The offensive 
line that had been embarrassed against 
Virginia Tech four months earlier, pile-drived 
the Ducks for 296 rushing yards. 

Three rushers who led Power 5 conferences 
return. Oklahoma’s Samaje Perine became 
the single-game record holder as a freshman 
with 427 yards against Kansas. New 
Pittsburgh coach Pat Narduzzi gets back 
junior James Conner. UCLA's Paul Perkins 
(1,575 yards) became the first Bruin to lead 
Pac-12 rushers in 13 years. 

Elliott would be the Heisman frontrunner 
if it weren't for, oh, three teammates who 
play quarterback. The Indiana Hoosiers 
might not miss Tevin Coleman. UAB folded 
its program, but leading rusher Jordan 
Howard — 11th nationally — transferred to 
Indiana. 

We haven't even gotten to Georgia, the 
SEC East favorite. Sensational freshman 
Nick Chubb stepped up to rush for 1,547 
yards in Todd Gurley’s injury/suspension- 
filled final season. 

“In the college ranks, because of 
inconsistent quarterback play, teams are 
always going to want to feed the running 
back position,” said CBS Sports analyst Rick 
Neuheisel, a veteran former coach. “In the 
NFL, the primary positions are the pass 
rushers and the guys who block those pass 
rushers — tackles.” 

Not to mention the pitch-and-catch 
aspect of receivers and quarterbacks. 

“Every other position you just try 
to stockpile,” Neuheisel said, including 
running back. 

In the college game, it’s still possible 
to physically dominate at one position. 
Wisconsin has gone to Rose Bowls and won 
Big Ten titles by developing tailbacks and 


intimidating offensive lines to spring them. 

The Badgers have set the NCAA record for 
rushing by a tailback duo in each of the past 
two seasons. Melvin Gordon and James White 
piled up 3,053 yards in 2013. Last season, 
Gordon and Corey Clement went for 3,536 
yards. That total was more than 119 teams. 

If new head coach Paul Chryst doesn’t 
mess it up, Clement should step right in to 
replace Gordon. 

Urban Meyer's teams have finished out 
of the top 25 in rushing only twice since 
Florida’s national championship year in 2006. 
Face it, Ohio State doesn’t win it all unless 
Elliott emerges in December and January. 

Elliott, a junior who had 141 yards in the 
first three games of 2014, went for 696 in 
the final three games of the season. What 
happened? An offensive line matured for 
one thing. 

Meyer sat in his office during the 
offseason still lamenting that Week 2 loss to 
Virginia Tech. 

“Their scheme was very unique,” Meyer 
said. “Bear Zero, You can’t run against it.” 

The Hokies basically stacked the box 
playing one high safety. 

“Now we practice against it every third 
practice,” Meyer said. 

Was that enough of an adjustment? 

Ohio State got in the first College Football 
Playoff because of margin of victory, 

59-0 over Wisconsin. Elliott then found 
his footing for what turned into a run of 
historic proportions. 

“There was no tricking ‘em in the last three 
games. There was execution at a high level,” 
Meyer said. “It was also a product of our line 
improving. If that same offense that played 
against Virginia Tech played against Alabama, 
we'd be somewhere else right now.” 

The spread offense’s wide line splits are 


Photo by Jeremy Brevard-USA TODAY Sports 


a contributor. With offenses lined up 
sideline-to-sideline, defenses have to decide 
how to match up. The space created by those 
matchups creates, well ... space. 

"In a spread offense, sometimes they 
open up bigger running seams,” said Boston 
College coach Steve Addazio, a former 
Florida assistant. “Option football has always 
created bursts. It used to be just military 
academies (running that option). 

“Urban’s philosophy is to run the football. 
You get in the red zone. If you can't get in 
it, you're at a deficit.” 

Ohio State was a middling 83 percent 
in red-zone conversions before December. 
The Buckeyes then scored on 13 of 14 
red-zone possessions in their three-game 
championship run. No Ohio State back 
had ever surpassed 200 yards in three 
straight games. Elliott went for 220 against 
Wisconsin, 230 against Alabama and 
a career-high 246 against Oregon. 

“Those last three games something 
happened, things just started clicking for 
the offensive line,” Elliott said. “Things 
really slowed down for me. In high school 
I felt like that.” 

Jim Harbaugh changed Stanford — and 
possibly the game — by going to a pro-style 
offense with resilient physical backs. That 
created the modern Stanford “brand.” That 
is absolutely how the Wolverines are going 
to play under Harbaugh. 

It’s the way Alabama has played 
under Nick Saban. Alabama's last two 
championship teams (2011, 2012) were 12th 
and 11th in time of possession. 

“Our philosophy is we want to be a 
physical football team,” Addazio said. 
“When Boston College is good, they're big 
and strong and physical up front. We're not 
going to win a speed game.” 
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Five truths about the running game in 2015 


The triple option will propel Navy to its first conference title. 

Perhaps not this year, but soon. Ken Niumatalolo’s offense is going to be an 
annoying hiccup to be played in the middle of the American Athletic Conference 
season. The Middies, new to the league this season, have won at least eight games in 
six of Niumatalolo’s seven seasons. 

The dominant freshmen of 2014 will dominate as sophomores in 2015. 

Here are two: Oklahoma's Samaje Perine (1,713 yards) and Georgia's Nick Chubb 
(1,547). Those are the No. 2 and No. 5 highest season totals returning from last 
season among Power 5 backs. In his 11th career game, Perine set the single-game 
rushing record (427 yards vs. Kansas). Chubb became the Next Big Thing at Georgia 
after Todd Gurley got all jiggy with his autograph. 

Think what Ezekiel Elliott can do with a healthy left wrist. 

Ohio State's sensational junior broke it last August, then went on to post the 
second-highest rushing total in Buckeye history (1,878 yards). The injury was so 
significant that Elliott had trouble blocking and DIDN'T stiff-arm. 

We can’t wait to see what Leonard Fournette does next. 

Yes, Lindy’s speaks for all of us. Fournette — 2014's No. 1 tailback prospect — 
went for 1,034 yards as an LSU freshman. He will be the centerpiece of a quarterback- 
challenged offense in ‘15. 

Oregon is losing Marcus Mariota, so what? 

The Ducks define the spread power running game. Oregon has scored exactly 42 
rushing touchdowns in four of the past five years. In the other, 2012, it scored 48 
to lead the country. While the quarterback situation sorts itself out, watch out for 
sophomore tailback Royce Freeman. 


LSU Tigers running back Leonard Fournette 
Photo by Troy Taormina-USA TODAY Sports 
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Arriving in 2013, Addazio inherited Andre 
Williams who led the FBS in carries and yards 
(355 for 2,177). More than the philosophy 
changed. BC went from 2-10 to 7-6. 

“Stanford really caught my eye years 
back when Jim Harbaugh went back to that, 
the two-back power game. It’s different,” 
Addazio said. 

Not so much when you consider the 
Big Ten has regained its dignity with the 
ground-and-pound philosophy. Wisconsin 
never changed. Michigan is about to 
change back. Michigan State's toughness is 
unquestioned with a 1,000-yard rusher in 
four of the past five years. 

Still, with its toughness and balance, Ohio 
State is the team to beat. 


INTERCHANGEABLE PARTS? 

The position of running back has always 
attracted the most well-rounded players 
— sort of like shortstop on youth baseball 
teams. If you're the best player as a kid, you 
get to run with the ball. 

Problem is, the NFL has figured out 
that so many players come out of college 
with the speed, moves, and general talent 
necessary to get first downs. As a result, 
running backs have become viewed as 
virtually interchangeable. Not so yet in the 
college game. 

“The position is still glamorous and guys 
want to get the football,” Neuheisel said. 

“T don’t think we're going to run out of 
people who want to be a running back. 
But it’s going to be easier to sell them on 
playing cornerback or another position.” 

There has become something of 
a disconnect between college and the pros 
at the position. Last year, Washington's 
Bishop Sankey — a second-round choice 
of the Titans — was the first running 
back taken after 10 defensive backs, nine 
offensive linemen and nine receivers, eight 
linebackers, four quarterbacks and four 
tight ends. 

Among college's top three Power 5 
conference rushers each year from 2010 to 
2014, only two were drafted in the first round. 

Alabama's Trent Richardson (Browns, 2012) 
has been a bust. Fresno State's Ryan Matthews 
(San Diego, 2010) has rushed for 1,000 yards 
twice. Six others in that group have been 
drafted in the fourth round or later. 

Mamas, don’t let your babies grow up to 
be Cowboys running backs. What does it 
say when DeMarco Murray — now with the 
Eagles — isn’t re-signed by Dallas because of 
the cap hit? 

“I don’t know if we're going to go back to 
the glory days of the running back in the 
NFL,” Neuheisel said. “I think that ship has 
sailed. ... Running back is a position where 
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there are a lot of quality players. I think 
it’s a position where you are going to keep 
looking for (low-cost) guys.” 

That makes a guy like Oregon 
assistant Gary Campbell some sort of 
survivor. Thirty-three years in the game. 
Investigated by the NCAA. The former UCLA 
fullback has helped produce eight 1,000- 
yard rushers in the past seven seasons. Two 
have been All-Americans — Kenjon Barner 
and LaMichael James. Five of his backs are 
in the NFL. Oregon has set single-season 
school rushing records four times in the 
past six seasons. 

“There's a lot of them that (still) want to 
be running backs,” Campbell said. “We have 
camps here; there's more running backs than 
anything else ... but (the NFL) doesn’t want 
to pay those guys a lot of money. It’s not 
like a quarterback or defensive linemen, 
very difficult to find. 

“There's so many candidates for running 
back.” 

All of it reflects an ongoing truth about 
the college spread-option offense: It can be 
a launching pad for power running. Rich 
Rodriguez did it at West Virginia. (Remember 
Steve Slaton?) Chip Kelly and Mark Helfrich 
refined it at Oregon. 

Maybe the rest of the country is just 
catching up. 


“Even though we were in a spread offense, In a big-time rush 


our emphasis was unlike anybody else’s in 


Oklahoma Sooners running back Samaje Perine (32) 
Photo by David Manning-USA TODAY Sports 


the country,” Campbell said. “We wanted to Here are the 17 returning running backs who averaged more than 100 yards per game 
run the ball first. If you can run the ball, on the ground last season: 
you can control the game.” 
RANK PLAYER RUSH YARDS RUSHTD YPG 
Total Offense Trendin g Up! 1. Kareem Hunt, Toledo 205 1,631 16 163.1 
Ze Donnel Pumphrey, San Diego State 276 1,867 20 143.6 
400.0 Oe oe ee 3h Devon Johnson, Marshall 206 1,767 17 135.9 
4. James Conner, Pittsburgh 298 1,765 26 135.8 
3300 5. Jordan Howard, Indiana (UAB transfer) 306 ‘1,587 aes 
300.0 6. Samaje Perine, Oklahoma 263 1,713 21 131.8 
7. Ezekiel Elliott, Ohio State 273 1,878 18 125.2 
om 8. Paul Perkins, UCLA 251 1,575 9 121.2 
00.0 9. Jarvion Franklin, Western Michigan 306 1,551 24 119.3 
10. Nick Chubb, Georgia 219 1,547 14 119.0 
1308 11. Leon Allen, Western Kentucky 272 «1,542 13 (118.6 
1000 12. Devontae Booker, Utah 292 1,512 10 116.3 
13. Larry Rose, New Mexico State 186 1,102 9 110.2 
50.0 14. Aaron Jones, UTEP Beet) <As2h a Paiew 
00 15. ‘Nick Wilson, Arizona 236 1,375 16 105.8 
1964 1974 1984 1994 2004 = 2014 16.  Jocobi Owens, Air Force 204 1,054 5 105.4 
50 Years of Offense 17. Michael Gordon, Arkansas State 159 1,100 13 100.0 
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2 sion can alter career arcs. TCU’s 
Gary Patterson is a defensive guy, been 
that way his entire career. But some- 
thing was missing after a middling 
11-14 two-year start in the Big 12. 

Defense still had to come first be- 
cause that’s what Patterson does. His 
defenses have finished in the top 18 
in total defense seven times in the past 
nine seasons. 

But to get with it in the Big 12, he 
had to change dramatically. So, he 
changed dramatically. In a sport full of 
upsets, Patterson decided to pull one of 
the league’s biggest before last season. 

The coach finally asked himself a 
question: “What don’t you like to de- 
fend?” 

That part was easy. All he had to do 
was look at his new conference. 

Mike Leach hasn’t coached in the 
Big 12 for five years, but remnants of 
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his Air Raid offense still linger all over 
the league, to the point where there are 
only a handful of Big 12 schools that 
don’t use it. 

But it wasn’t just any offense. He 
needed an offense that would be able to 
enhance his defense. 

“That was a big reason for changing 
the offense,” Patterson said. “You can 
still have a tough program. (Oklahoma 
coach) Bobby Stoops told me this, be- 
cause he’s done it. You can play defense 
and still run this offense.” 

Enter the perfect fire-starters for 
Patterson’s remodeling of his offense. 
Hiring co-offensive coordinators Sonny 
Cumbie (from Texas Tech) and Doug 
Meacham (from Houston) to run the 
spread offense was one thing. Coaching 
up Trevone Boykin to actually execute it 
was another. 

And the results were dramatic. 

TCU had the largest national in- 
crease in average total yards and scoring 
from 2013 to 2014. Boykin became only 


By Dennis Dodd 


the third quarterback since 2009 to av- 
erage 300 yards passing and SO rushing. 
The other two won Heisman trophies — 
Johnny Manziel and Robert Griffin III. 

Talk about turnarounds. Boykin rode 
the new offense — or it rode him — toa 
fourth-place finish in the Heisman. The 
Big 12 Offensive Player of the Year was 
No. 4 nationally in total offense throw- 
ing for 3,901 yards (eighth nationally) 
and 33 touchdowns (seventh). 

Depending on your taste, either 
Boykin or Ohio State’s Ezekiel Elliott go 
into this season as the frontrunners for 
the Heisman. Boykin is for sure Lindy’s 
Sports 2015 Offensive Player of the Year. 

He traveled only 53 miles west from 
his West Mesquite High School to Fort 
Worth, but the “long and winding road” 
doesn’t begin to describe how the lithe 
6-2, 205-pounder got to this point. In 
2012 as a TCU freshman, he was tapped 
on the shoulder two days before the 
Iowa State game and told he was start- 
ing. Starter Casey Pachall was headed to 
rehab. At the time, Boykin was a backup 
tailback. 

Back then, all he worried about 
was to “give the seniors the best season 
they can possibly have. And have those 
guys put their arms around you and say 
you're our guy, we believe you. We trust 
you no matter what you do.” 

Boykin struggled overall, but did 
throw four touchdown passes against 
Baylor at the end of that season. When 
Pachall returned in 2013, Boykin 
moved to receiver (finishing fourth for 
the Frogs). In the 2014 preseason, his 
quarterback days again looked num- 
bered. Highly regarded Texas A&M 
transfer Matt Joeckel arrived, but didn’t 
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win the job. 

Boykin found an offense that fa- 
vored his speed, decision-making and 
arm. Joeckel remained in the back- 
ground. 

“When Coach Cumbie stepped on 
campus and we started working, I kind 
of felt like, ‘This is for me. This is what 
I want to do,’” Boykin said. 

As a full-time starter in 2014, a full- 
flower Boykin emerged. In an 82-27 
strafing of Texas Tech, he threw for a 
school-record seven touchdowns. West 
Virginia coach Dana Holgorsen called 
him the most improved player in col- 
lege football. 

Heisman buzz intensified when 
Boykin went for 342 yards in total 


Trevone Boykin Ezekiel Eliott 


offense and four total touchdowns in 
a November showdown against Kansas 
State. A head-over-heels touchdown 
run that night was his Heisman mo- 
ment — had he won it. 

“IT can do black flips all day,” said 
Boykin, admitting to a gymnastics 
background. “I can’t do a forward flip, 
but I did (that night).” 

Said Patterson: “For two years 
people have been telling him he can’t 
play quarterback and we’d never win. 
He’s like anybody else I know with fire 
in him. They’re going to prove people 
wrong.” 

In the offense-rich Big 12, TCU fi- 
nally had some balance. The Frogs had 
a top five offense that averaged 533 


yards and finished only behind Baylor 
in the Big 12. 

Turns out Coach P had more com- 
mon sense than stones in changing 
his offense. What else would you do 
with a_ back-flipping, high-flying, 
long-tossing dual-threat Heisman 
contender? 

“We all knew that this was pos- 
sible,” Boykin said. “The coaches told 
us that this was possible. ... I kind of en- 
visioned it this way. 

“We kind of laugh about it, joke 
about it because who would have 
thought? Nobody was thinking last 
year I'd probably be up (contending) 
for the Heisman.” 

Well, that was last year. 


Snitinain 


Nick Chubb Rashard Higgins 


Laquon Treadwell Evan Engram 
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Name 

Trevone Boykin 
Ezekiel Elliott 
Nick Chubb 
Rashard Higgins 
Laquon Treadwell 
Evan Engram 
Jack Allen 
Spencer Drango 
Ronnie Stanley 
Taylor Decker 
Laremy Tunsil 
Roberto Aguayo 
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Spencer Drango 


School 

TCU 

Ohio State 
Georgia 
Colorado State 
Ole Miss 

Ole Miss 
Michigan State 
Baylor 

Notre Dame 
Ohio State 

Ole Miss 
Florida State 


Ronnie Stanley 


Name 

Cardale Jones 
Derrick Henry 
Royce Freeman 
Pharoh Cooper 
Duke Williams 
Hunter Henry 
Max Tuerk 

Pat Elflein 
Le’Raven Clark 
Cam Robinson 
Jack Conklin 
Brad Craddock 


Taylor Decker 


“3 
6-3 
5-11 
5-11 
6-2 
6-5 
6-6 
6-3 
6-6 
6-6 
6-6 
6-0 


25 53 
242 
230 
208 
224 
250 
285 
300 
316 
326 
317 
189 


Laremy Tunsil 


fe 
Jr. 


So. 


Jr. 
Sr. 
Jr. 
Sr. 
Jr. 
Sr. 


So. 


Jr. 
Sr. 


School 

Ohio State 
Alabama 
Oregon 

South Carolina 
Auburn 
Arkansas 

USC 

Ohio State 
Texas Tech 
Alabama 
Michigan State 
Maryland 


Roberto Aguayo 
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oey Bosa stood in the back of 
the crowd during Ohio State’s 


national championship  cel- 
ebration at the White House in 
April. 

President Barack Obama, who was 
offering many kind words to the team, 
had heard about the defensive end’s sig- 
nature move — the Bosa Shrug, a comi- 
cally understated post-sack celebration. 
Obama wanted to see it. 

So when the Prez paused in his talk, 
turned and made eye contact with Bosa, 
there was only one thing to do. Bosa put 
his arms out to the side and shrugged 
his shoulders. A second later, Obama 
re-enacted it. 

Bosa laughed and gave a fist pump. 


When the President of the United 
States does the Bosa Shrug ... well, let’s 
just say life is pretty dang good right 
now for the Ohio State junior. 

Bosa is the Florida boy who became 
the face of Ohio State’s defense; the sack 
master who terrorized opposing offenses 
before becoming a unanimous first-team 
All-American; the quiet, yet funny per- 
sonality who puts himself out there on 
social media; perhaps the most domi- 
nant defender in college football. 

There’s one more thing. Bosa is also 
the NFL-ready player who is only still 
in college because he has to be. If he 
wasn’t, he would have enjoyed his time 
at the NFL Draft a week or so after the 
White House visit. 


Photo by Joe Robbins 
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Bosa’s 

NFL Future 
Worth More 
thana 
Shrug 


By Ari Wasserman 


College is Bosa’s inescapable reality 
for at least another year. He is entering 
his junior season, trapped in a world 
where he really has nothing left to prove. 
So what could possibly be next for him? 

Well, for one thing, nothing about 
Bosa will look like he feels trapped in the 
Buckeyes’ defense. Opposing offenses 
should be so lucky. 

“T think he should be the best de- 
fensive lineman in America,” Ohio State 
coach Urban Meyer said. “He’s got a 
tremendous work ethic. He and (defen- 
sive line coach Larry) Johnson have tre- 
mendous chemistry right now, the way 
they’re working. He’s trying to take his 
game to the next level, which we all 
know is pretty high.” 

The next level? Meyer is talking 
about a player who had 13 sacks as a 
sophomore, which was only one short of 
the single-season Ohio State record set 
by Vernon Gholston in 2007. 

The next level means becoming the 
most prolific sacker in Ohio State history 
— Mike Vrabel holds the record at 36 — 
and putting himself in the conversation 
to be the No. 1 overall pick in the 2016 
NFL Draft. 

Being a top-five pick is very likely, 
and getting to No. 1 could be reasonable. 
The last three defensive ends to be select- 
ed first in the NFL Draft were Courtney 
Brown (2000), Mario Williams (2006) 
and Jadeveon Clowney (2013). 

Bosa is that good. He just doesn’t like 
talking about specifics. 

“IT have my goals set,” Bosa said. 
“Just to get better and be a great team 
this year again. I feel like if I just go out 
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and work every day, everything will fall 
into place. I obviously hear about (the 
NFL Draft stuff) and see it around, but it 
doesn’t really get to my head.” 

Being in this situation would seem- 
ingly create a lot of pressure. Fear of 
injury, overuse or lack of production 
could all creep into Bosa’s head as he 
plays through one more grueling season 
(read: 15 games, all the way to the end) 
before his big payday. 

But there’s a certain beauty about 
Meyer's team, a kind of bliss among the 
Buckeyes’ best players. Take quarterback 
Cardale Jones, the third-stringer unex- 
pectedly thrust into the starting role for 
Ohio State’s postseason run. He never 
acknowledged — or perhaps even real- 
ized — what was resting on his shoul- 


Joey Bosa Shawn Oakman 


ders. Then the Buckeyes won the na- 
tional title. 

Bosa isn’t a quarterback, but he has 
the same trait. He doesn’t act like he’s 
thinking about the NFL or the sacks 
record or what could get in his way of 
making a ton of money. 

You know, he just shrugs. 

“You never hear him say he’s go- 
ing to be the first pick or anything like 
that,” senior defensive tackle Adolphus 
Washington said. “Everybody knows 
what he could be, but you never hear 
him talking about it and never hear him 
bragging about it. He just wants to go 
out there and play football with us.” 

The 6-6, 275-pounder won’t take 
plays off or hold back to guard against 
injuries — “That won’t happen,” John- 


DEFENSE 


Shilique ‘Calhoun Adolphus Washington 


son said — as he prepares for the season 
to help lead the preseason No. 1 Buck- 
eyes right back to the College Football 
Playoff. 

Perhaps his down-to-earth mental- 
ity is because he “gets” all of this — he’s 
the son of John Bosa, a former NFL play- 
er, and he went to a Florida high school 
powerhouse, St. Thomas Aquinas in Fort 
Lauderdale. He has the right mindset of 
taking football seriously, but not him- 
self too seriously. 

As for what’s next? Well, Meyer 
wants and expects more, of course. But 
it’s hard to fathom what more will look 
like. 

“We'll write the story at the end of 
the season,” Johnson said. “He has a 
chance to be a really special player.” 


Jaylon Smith Scooby Wright 
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Pos Name Ht. Wt. 


Yr. 


School Pos Name 


Ht. Wt. Yr. School 


DL 
DL 
DL 
DL 
LB 
LB 
LB 


6-6 
6-9 
6-5 
6-4 
6-2 


275 «Jr. 
280 Sr. 
250 «Sr. 
290 Sr. 
235; Jr, 
6-1 246 Jr. 
6-2 252 Sr. 
5-11 198 Jr. 
6-1 201 Jr. 
6-0 197 Jr. 
B-1gi 19%) eSh 
6-5 195 So. 


Ohio State 
Baylor 
Michigan State 
Ohio State 
Notre Dame 
Arizona 
Alabama 
Florida 
Florida State 
Virginia Tech 
West Virginia 
Alabama 


DL 
DL 
DL 
DL 
LB 
LB 


Joey Bosa 

Shawn Oakman 
Shilique Calhoun 
Adolphus Washington 
Jaylon Smith 
Scooby Wright 
Reggie Ragland 
Vernon Hargreaves III 
Jalen Ramsey 
Kendall Fuller 

Karl Joseph 

JK Scott 


6-5 
6-4 
6-4 
6-4 
6-0 


270 So. 
PAYS EN 95 
280 = Jr. 
312)" ur 
223: Sr. 
6-1 '225.° Jr. 
6-1 232 Jr. 
§-11 175 Jr. 
6-2 205 Sr. 
5-8 190 Jr. 
5-11 205 Jr. 
5-11 195 Sr. 


Texas A&M 
Oklahoma State 
Ole Miss 
Alabama 
Oklahoma 
USC 

UCLA 
Oklahoma 
Duke 
UCLA 

Ohio State 
Utah 


Myles Garrett 
Emmanuel Ogbah 
Robert Nkemdiche 
A’Shawn Robinson 
Eric Striker 

Su’a Cravens 
Myles Jack 

Zack Sanchez 
Jeremy Cash 
Ishmael Adams 
Vonn Bell 

Tom Hackett 


od | Sto q a fe \ 


Reggie Ragland Vernon Hargreaves il Jalen Ramsey Kendall Fuller Karl Joseph JK Scott 


2015 www.lindyssports.com Lindy’s Sports Annuals 25 


PLAYER RATINGS 


QUARTERBACKS 


Takes Aim at SEC Title 


uarterback Dak Prescott is already the best Mississippi State player. 
Q Ever. He finished eighth in last year's Heisman Trophy voting as a junior 
and set 12 single-season school records. 

And that success placed a target on his back. 

The quarterback traveled to Panama City Beach, Fla., during spring break. 
He returned to Starkville with minor injuries. Prescott and two teammates were 
allegedly attacked by a group of men due to their status as MSU football players. 

“lt's life. There's perks to it; obviously, there’s the negative side to it,” Prescott 
said. “So it’s just about being the best person | can, just live the life that’s handed 


TOP QUARTERBACKS 


NAME CLASS COLLEGE 


Trevone Boykin Sr. CU 
Another monster year at hand, given talented cast, 2nd year in system. 


Cardale Jones Jr. ‘Ohio State 
Those three starts were about as ae as anybody has ever seen. 


Dak Prescott Mississippi State 


Put up 341.2 yards per game of aon et a in “14. 


Deshaun Watson So. mson 
We believe: A full season of Watson will lead Tigers to! to ACC title. 


Cody Kessler Sr. USC 
Getting back to normal: A USC QB is the Pac-12’s top | Heisman candidate. 


J.T. Barrett _ So. Ohio State 
Just saying ... If he were the starting QB, he'd be ranked right about here. 


Connor Cook Sr. Michigan State 


A throw-back pro- Styler who is 24-3 as a starter in past two seasons. 


Justin Thomas Jr. Georgia Tech 
_Triple-option wiz ran for 1,086 yards in leading Tech to ACC title game. 


Taysom Hill Sr. BYU 

Can do it all when healthy, which hasn't been enough of the time. 

Jared Goff Jr. Cal 

Strong-armed and few better mechanically; 7,481 passing yards already. 
Braxton Miller Sr. Ohio State 

Clipboard carrier or something else? Would be wrong to exclude him here. 


Christian Hackenberg Jr. Penn State 
Sophomore results were mixed — too many sacks — but pros still love him. 


Gunner Kiel Jr. Cincinnati 


Former 5-star carved up Ohio Sa has 8th-best returning efficiency. 


Josh Dobbs iw Tennessee 


He brims with the “it” factor; Vols je avenged 36.7 pts in his six games in ‘14. 


Keenan Reynolds Sr. Navy 
Hats off to Reynolds, whose 64 rushing TDs most ever for an FBS QB. 


Jeremy Johnson Jr. Auburn 
He's a freak athlete who should launch immediately in Malzahn attack. 


Marquise Williams Sr. North Carolina 
Often took a beating last season, played hurt, still ad 3,856 total yards. 


Brad Kaaya So. Miam 
Hada 1459 9 passing efficiency rating as a freshman. That’ s good, right? 


Kevin Hogan Sr. Stanford 
Re-found groove in second half of last season; still has an NFL profile. _ 


Vernon Adams Sr. Ore: regon 
Assume Eastern Washington transfer wins job, and that he'll be just fi ine. 


Mason Rudolph “So. ‘Oklahoma State — 


Pulled from redshirt, his 3 games, including Bedlam win, tease greatness. 


Jacoby Brissett SE oe NC State 


Dual-threat Florida transfer picked off just five times in 370 throws. 


Brandon 1 Doughty Sr. Western Kentucky 
Can't ignore 4,830 yards, 49 TDs, 10 INTs, 167.1 efficiency rating. — 


Seth Russell Jr. Baylor 
With his arm and athleticism, heir apparent w¢ won't miss a Baylor beat. — 


Paxton Lynch Jr. Memphis 
_| 6-7 junior passed for more than 3, 000 yards, rushed for 13 scores. 
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Dak Attack: QB Prescott 


to me and make the most 
out of it.” 

No. 15 is also a target 
on the field, but Prescott 
enters his final season with 
eyes wide open. 

He returned as a 
senior, vowing to improve 
upon Mississippi State’s 
10-win regular season 
and trip to the Orange Bowl. The team lost its two best defenders — linebacker 
Benardrick McKinney and defensive lineman Preston Smith — so the burden falls 
on Prescott’s shoulder pads if the Bulldogs are to eclipse their best season ever. 

“People still doubt us, that we won't come out this year and we won't do the 
same, or we won't get any better,” Prescott said. “Our aspirations are only to be 
better ... and finish the season off that we didn’t quite do last year.” 

Did we mention the No. 15? 

As a college quarterback, in terms of size, ability and style, many have com- 
pared the 6-2, 230-pound Prescott to another No. 15 — former Florida Heisman 
winner Tim Tebow. That’s a compliment. And know this: Prescott, even though he 
might not have been projected as a first-rounder in the 2015 draft, is an overall 
much better prospect than Tebow was (or ended up being)... it's just minus all the 
other noise that went with the ex-Gator. 

Auburn coach Gus Malzahn said Prescott has “some similarities” to another 
Heisman winner — Auburn’s own Cam Newton, due to the Prescott’s physical 
style and ability to pick up tough yards on the ground. 

Prescott averaged 4.7 yards per carry while rushing for 986 yards and 14 
touchdowns last season. He completed 244 of 396 passes for 3,449 yards, with 
27 touchdowns and 11 interceptions, showing improvement in his accuracy. NFL. 
com analyst Gil Brandt, after studying the quarterback on tape, wrote in Novem- 
ber that Prescott might have been the most improved player in college football. 

Mostly, though, Mississippi State just loves Dak because he’s Dak. 

Coaches and players live through his belief. They point to his leadership in 
the 2013 Egg Bowl. Prescott hadn't played in three weeks. He entered the game 
in the fourth quarter against in-state rival Ole Miss and ignited a comeback win. 

They look to his record five touchdowns in the 2013 Liberty Bowl, and to his 
guidance of Mississippi State last season to its first-ever No. 1 ranking. 

“Here’s a guy that knows what it takes when you're on the field to go win,” 
MSU coach Dan Mullen said. 

“We're probably the only sport in the world that the three months leading into 
the season the coaches can't be around the players with a ball on the field. ... So 
you need a guy like (Dak), that’s going to make sure we continue to improve as 
a unit and as a team throughout the summer months.” 

Prescott arrived on campus five years ago a somewhat anonymous three- 
star prospect among a mediocre list of signees. Now, he’s being looked to as the 
man who could bring Mississippi State its first SEC championship since 1941. 

MSU has tried to make the leap countless times before and failed. Prescott 
gets a final shot. 

“Five years ago | was just starting off. It's special,” he said. “So to think I'm 
that old, it’s a little surreal. 

“But I'm enjoying every minute of it, just trying to make sure | lead guys and 
put everybody in the position they need to be in.” 


DAK PRESCOTT 


— Michael Bonner 
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PLAYER RATINGS 


RUNNING BACKS 


to Soar for Ducks 


arcus Mariota is gone, but Oregon still has a dynamic player in the 
backfield capable of striking the Heisman Trophy pose. 


Royce Freeman, who rushed for 1,365 yards and 18 touchdowns 
as a true freshman, headlines an impressive group of running backs for the new 
Starting quarterback to lean on this fall as the Ducks reload for another run at 
the College Football Playoff. 


TOP RUNNING BACKS 


RK NAME CLASS COLLEGE 


Ezekiel Elliott Jr. Ohio State 

After magical postseason, won Sullivan Award as nation’s top amateur. 
Nick Chubb So. Georgia 

Bowling ball runs over defenders, doesn't tire, speed | is underrated. 
Derrick Henry Jr. Alabama 

Becomes Tide's top playmaker, that awaited breakout season i is at hand. 


. | Royce Freeman So. Oregon 
Looked ever qi quicker this spring, which doesn’t much seem fair. 


“Leonard Fournette So.m ame LSU 


Crank up the Heisman hype, for real. For or sure, Notre Dame believes. 


SamajePerine So. Oklahoma 


Had FBS record 427 yards vs. Kansas on way to 1,713- -yard season. — 
Dalvin Cook =aSo: Florida State 
Top- flight vision and quickness; putting Rose Bowl fumbles behind him. —— 


James Conner So. Pittsburgh 
With no help from passing game, 250-pounder bulled for 1,765 yards. 


' Donnel Pumphrey Jr. San Diego State 
Legit enough to rank higher, but have you seen the guys ranked higher? 


Paul Perkins Jr. UCLA 

Somehow, his 1,575 yards were deemed ‘quiet.’ Pac-12 foes know better, 
Alex Collins Jr. Arkansas 

Explosive runner looking for his third consecutive 1,000-yard season. 


Corey Clement Jr. “Wisconsin 


Next man up in Badgers’ pipeline; rushed for 949 yards last season. 


Nick Wilson So. Arizona 
_Ran for 1,375 yards while missing all or part of as = Saree toinjury. 


Devontae eae 


Shock Linwood Jr. Ba aylor 
Did his part on nation's top offense: 1,252 yards and 16 touchdowns. _ 


Jonathan Williams Sr. Arkansas 
You know he's good for a grand. What if he didn’t have to splitcarries? 


Devon Johnson Sr.‘ Marshall 


Led the nation with 8.58 yards per carry; can Herd be as explosive? 


‘DeAndre Washington Texas Tech 


Sr. 
Under ‘the radar while becoming first Tech back since ‘98 with 1,000 yards. 


Thomas Tyner Jr. Oregon | 
Has to fight for enough carries, aha we still have a bit of a crush on him. 


Jalen Hurd Tennessee 


Had 899 yards as fre as freshman; will Se at of dynamite combo (Alvin Kamara). 


Jarvion Franklin — Western Michigan Pi 


First to be MAC Rookie of Year and 5 Stiensive POY in same season. 


“Justin Jackson So. Northwestern 
In shadow of other Big Ten backs in “14, but ran for 1,187 yards, 10 TDs. 


Kareem Hunt ne Toledo 


Nation’s third-leading rusher last season, 163.1 yards per game. | 


“Aaron Green Sr. TCU 
Nicely moved to the head of TCU's committee of RBs late last tyear, 


Kelvin Taylor Jr. Florida 
A flyer: He'll thrive in new O, even though UF has other good RB options. 


Versatile Freeman Ready 


During spring 
practice, the coaching 
staff challenged Freeman 
to become a more vocal 
leader and gave him some 
reps at slot receiver, with 
the idea of putting him 
and junior running back 
Thomas Tyner on the field at the same time in certain situations. 

“| was blessed to be able to go that far and I'm just hungry for more,” 
Freeman said of emerging as the featured back on an Oregon team that won 
the Pac-12 and pummeled Florida State in the Rose Bowl before losing to Ohio 
State in the first national title game of the playoff era. 

“Especially since that was my first year, | feel like I'm going to get better 
and accomplish more.” 

During the 2013 season, Byron Marshall led Oregon with 1,038 yards rush- 
ing and 14 touchdowns. Last season — due to Freeman’s impressive fall camp 
and a lack of depth at wide receiver — Marshall mostly switched positions and 
led the Ducks with 1,003 yards receiving. 

Freeman, who had 16 catches out of the backfield for 158 yards and a 
touchdown, will still be used primarily at running back. Offensive coordinator Scott 
Frost also will have to find enough touches for Tyner (1,284 yards and 14 touch- 
downs in 23 games played) and speedy redshirt sophomore Tony Brooks-James. 

“Royce obviously had a good year, but he's got some things he needs to 
improve on. We're going to give him a little bit bigger role this coming year,” 
longtime running backs coach Gary Campbell said. “He's learning some things 
out at the wide receiver slot position, so we can get him and Thomas in there at 
the same time and be able to do some things with two running backs.” 

In addition to losing Mariota, Oregon must replace All-American center 
Hroniss Grasu, left tackle Jake Fisher and reliable left guard Hamani Stevens 
along the offensive line. 

The team is counting on Freeman to help rally the Ducks, despite his youth 
and quiet demeanor. 

“(Freeman’s) in the long line of Marcus and Hroniss and guys that are 
just unbelievably great guys but too quiet for the overall greater good,” said 
third-year Oregon head coach Mark Helfrich. “Just initiating a little more vocal 
leadership is something we've challenged him to do, and he’s been phenomenal 
at practice.” 

Freeman's extraordinary season ended with a thud. The 5-11, 230-pound 
workhorse had only 10 carries for 22 yards during the 42-20 loss to Ohio State, 
while Ezekiel Elliott shredded the Ducks for 246 yards and four touchdowns. 

“They were a great team. They're the best team I've played so far in my 
football career. They came out, they executed well and we didn’t execute well at 
all,” Freeman said. “They played more physical and they played better overall. 
There’s things we need to work on.” 

Oregon is expected to contend again, with either Eastern Washington 
graduate transfer Vernon Adams or junior Jeff Lockie replacing Mariota behind 
center. 

But a more experienced and motivated Freeman might be the Ducks’ next 
Heisman contender and the player who pulls the team to those lofty heights. 

“He’s playing faster right now than he did last year,” Frost said. “I think he’s 
probably gotten a little faster, but he’s also playing faster because of confidence. 
He’s starting to be a real leader for us, too.” 


ROYCE FREEMAN 


— Ryan Thorburn 


2015 www.lindyssports.com 


Lindy’s Sports Annuals 27 


5S 
B= | 
na 
& 
> 
s 
2 
=] 
= 
= 


PLAYER RATINGS 


Quick Recovery Gives 


WR Treadwell, Rebels Hope 


n that moment, everything seemed lost for Ole Miss — and not just 
the game against SEC West rival Auburn and a chance at the College 
Football Playoff. 


Wide receiver Laquon Treadwell, one of the team’s most important play- 


ers, laid in the end zone of a silent Vaught-Hemingway Stadium, an ankle 


COLLEG 


Rashard Higgins r. Colorado State 

Led nation with 1,750 receiving yards and 17 touchdowns last season. 
Laquon Treadwell Jr. Ole Miss 

Big, physical WR well on his way back from gruesome leg/ankle injury. 
Pharoh Cooper Jr. South Carolina 

His SEC-best 1,136 receiving aa in 2014 just part of do-it-all skills. 
Duke Williams Auburn 

Could very well be the first WR off te board in the 2016 NFL Draft. 
Tyler Boyd Pittsburgh 

Two-year totals of 163 catches for 2 435 yards and 15 touchdowns. 
Sterling Shepard Sr. Oklahoma 

Sooners dearly missed his explosive playmaking when hurt late in 2014. 
Will Fuller Jr. Notre Dame 

Emerged as star of unit last season with 76 catches, 15 for TDs. 
Nelson Spruce r. Colorado 

Had monster year (106-1,198) following in Paul Richardson's footsteps, 
Mike Williams Jr. Clemson 

Fantastic deep threat even more dangerous = Watson as full-time QB. 
Corey Coleman dr. Baylo 

Missed first three games, still finished with 1,119 ge 11 TDs. 
Michael Thomas Jr. Ohio State 

No OSU WR has hit 1,000 yards since 2002. That streak will end now. 
Josh Doctson Sr. TCU 

Big target hauled in 65 passes for 1,018 yards and 11 TDs last season. 
De’Runnya Wilson Jr. Mississippi State 

Tall, lengthy receiver just beginning to reach his really high ceiling. 
Cayleb Jones Jr. Arizona 

Ex-Longhorn became big go-to target in first season with Wildcats. 
Leonte Carroo Sr. Rutgers 

Hopes chemistry with new QB results in about 20 yards per catch again. 
KD Cannon So, Baylor 

Speedy soph ended rookie season with 197 yards vs. Michigan State. 
Josh Reynolds Jr, Texas A&M 

Rangy target was A&M's offensive MVP (52 catches, 842 yards, 13 TDs). _ 
Corey Davis Jr. Western Michigan 
First-team All-MAC last season (78 catches, 1,408 yards, 15 touchdowns). 


Byron Marshall Sr. Oregon 
Went from 1,000 yards rushing in 2013 to 1,000 yards receiving in 2014. 


Artavis Scott So. Clemson 
Rookie season of 76 catches for 965 yards and eight touchdowns. 


TOP TIGHT ENDS 


NAME CLASS COLLEGE 


Evan Engram =F Jr. Ole Miss 
All-SEC as a sophomore, | tormented Mississippi State in Egg Bowl. 


Hunter Henry Jr. Arkansas 
Helps with all the Hogs’ running, and made 38 catches for 513 yards in '14. 


Austin Hooper So. Stanford 
Stanford TE tradition is back: 40 catches for 499 yards last season. 


Bucky Hodges Virginia Tech ;. 


So. 
Set school Te record with 45 catches for 526 yards, seven TDs last year. 


Steven Scheu Sr. Vanderbilt 
Full-service tight end earned second-team All-SEC honors from AP. 


CLASS 


dislocated, fibula fractured, 
the injuries suffered while 
trying to score a potential 
game-winning touchdown. 

That was November 1. 
And it was heartbreaking. 

But by January 21, 
Treadwell posted Insta- 
gram videos showing him running on a treadmill. 

A month later, he was on the field turf in the team’s indoor practice facility. 
He dressed for the team’s spring game, even though coach Hugh Freeze 
had already made the call that his preseason All-American receiver was not 
going to play. 

Still, it was all so encouraging. How did Treadwell, now a junior, recover 
so quickly from an injury that at the time felt tragic? 

From the moment he was carried off the field, into an ambulance and 
toward surgery, Treadwell had one thought: “How long is it going to take for 
me to get back?” 

“From the first night, | knew he was already focused on things in the 
training room,” said tight end and friend Evan Engram. “I don’t think he 
missed one little thing and was always on time to everything. | wasn’t 
surprised at all to see him back on the field when he was, because that was 
his dedication and his love for the game.” 

Said Freeze: “Everybody who has wisdom in that tells me that every- 
thing looks great.” 

As much as the 6-2 Treadwell wanted to do everything his teammates 
did this spring, he was realistic about his own health — estimating he 
played at 80 to 85 percent of his full potential in March. Treadwell played his 
sophomore season at 229 pounds but was closer to 210 this spring because 
of the injury. For a physical receiver, those extra pounds can help him push 
through tacklers. He expects to gain back the pounds. 

“There's a little hesitation. I’m not 100 percent, but I'm getting better 
every day,” Treadwell said. 

Assuming he’s 100 percent by August, Treadwell is primed to have a 
huge season, which likely would be his last before departing for the NFL, 
where he's considered a top 2016 draft prospect. Treadwell, the nation’s 
No. 1 wide receiver in the high school class of 2013, caught 48 passes for 
632 yards and five touchdowns in nine games last season. Even those 
numbers don't really reflect his potential. 

He had 10 catches for 103 yards and a touchdown against Auburn, his 
third 100-yard receiving game of the season, and he was sensational in the 
second half of a comeback win against Alabama. 

Treadwell caught 72 passes as a freshman, but his low yards-per-catch 
average (8.44) fueled doubters. He proved most of them wrong in 2014; de- 
spite missing the final four games, he still finished ninth in the Southeastern 
Conference in catches and in the top 15 in yards and touchdowns. 

Ole Miss, after Treadwell's injury, suffered losses to Arkansas and 
TCU, proving his impact on the team — not only on the field, but also off it. 
Treadwell grabbed a leadership role last season, going so far as to do the 
required push-ups with any receiver who drops a pass in practice. 

“It was a learning process, for the most part,” Treadwell said of the end 
of the season. “It happened, and | grew up. | learned from it, and the team 
went through a lot. There’s a better focus with the team now than there was 
last year.” 


Photo by AP Photo/Aaron M. Sprecher 


LAQUON TREADWELL 


— Hugh Kellenberger 
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PLAYER RATINGS 


ND’s Stanley Primed for 
13 Bowl-level Efforts 


» onnie Stanley arrived for interviews following his final spring game 
€ dressed in a yellow tank top. He sat in the front row of Notre Dame's 
i football auditorium, letting his ‘ND Family” tattoo show, inked after the 
BCS National Championship Game three years ago. 


The star left tackle 
acted like he owned the 
place, which is just fine by 
Brian Kelly. 


“CLASS COLLEGE 
Jack Allen Sr. Michigan State 
Was only non- senior among six Rimington finalists last season. 


Max Tuerk Sr. usc 
All-Pac-12 as a junior and leader of maturing, talented USC line. 


Nick Martin Sr. Notre Dame 
Spent most of last season at guard, but his home is right in the middle. 


Evan Boehm Sr. Missouri 
Has made 40 consecutive starts and been to two SEC title games. 


Ryan Kelly Sr. Alabama 
Third-year Starter gives the Alabama line plenty of stability. 


Mike Matthews Sr. Texas A&M 
A pro prospect, like just about everyone else in his family. 


Jake Brendel Sr. UCLA 
Fourth-year starter earned second-team All-Pac-12 honors last season. 


Joey Hunt Sr. TCU 
26-game Starter, second-team all-league, helps kick Frogs | into gear. 


TOP GUARDS 


CLASS COLLEGE 


’ Pat Elflein Jr. Ohio State 
All-Big Ten returnee is proud leader of what OSU calls “The Slobs." 7 


Christian Westerman. Sr. Arizona State 
Former 5-star recruit and Aubum transfer is a powerful run blocker. _ 


Landon Turner North Carolina 


Sr. 
Third-team All-ACC; had five games with 10-plus knockdown blocks. 


Greg Pyke Jr. Georgia 
Becoming one of best i in SEC; was a 295-pound HS lacrosse player. 


Joshua Garnett Sr. Stanford 
No worries about Stanford's left side, with Garnett and OT Kyle Murphy. 


Wyatt Teller So. Virginia Tech 
Ex-DL emerged on Tech's OL last season, he'll eRe) for All- eee DOSES 


CLASS COLLEGE 
Spencer Drango ¥ Sr. Baylor 
First-team All-American and semifinalist for the Outland last year. 


Ronnie Stanley Sr. Notre Dame 
Allowed just one sack last season as a 13-game starter at LT. 


Taylor Decker Sr. Ohio State 
Buzz was he could have been a first-rounder had he left after last year. 


Laremy Tunsil Jr. Ole Miss 
All the talent; getting healthy again after leg/ankle injury in bow! game. 


Le’Raven Clark Sr. Texas Tech 


Has started 38 games, helps pave a run attack that can't be overlooked. 


. | Cam Robinson So. Alabam 
_Was first true frosh to start at LT for Nick Saban; now, he! s the anchor, 


Jack Conklin Jr. Michigan State 
Was impressive vs. Shawn Oakman in Cotton Bow! win over Baylor. 


Cody Whitehair Sr. Kansas State 
Is a two-time second-team All-Big 12 selection for the Wildcats. 


Kyle Murphy Sr. Stanford 
Of course, a Cardinal is on this list. Of course, he's an NFL prospect. 


Tyler Marz Sr. Wisconsin 


Ohio State DE Joey Bosa said Marz might have been best he saw in ‘14. 


Hours earlier, Notre 
Dame's head coach called 
a pass play for the 6-6, 
315-pound dancing bear 
that gained 14 yards and 
flattened cornerback Cole Luke. It was a parting gift from Kelly, one Stanley had 
earned during the previous four months, leading a dominant performance in the 
Music City Bowl, making a surprise return for his senior year and leading the 
offensive line through spring ball. 

Stanley had begun to act like a professional. He was just doing it in college. 

“That's beneficial to him, that’s beneficial to us,” offensive line coach Harry 
Hiestand said in the spring. “That's something as he got more confident in what 
he was doing, he could let that great talent that he has come out on every single 
snap.” 

That's pretty much what happened when Notre Dame ran 51 times on LSU 
in its bowl upset, matching the high mark of the Kelly era. The Irish mashed the 
Tigers’ talented front seven with a first-time starting quarterback in Malik Zaire, 
who ultimately won Music City Bow! MVP honors. But it was Stanley who carried 
the bowl trophy out of the locker room afterward. 

Stanley wants to carry a bigger trophy after his final season while leading 
a bigger Irish line that returns four starters from the Music City Bowl. Any carry- 
over success could test Kelly's preferred pass-first approach. 

Stanley hopes it does. 

“Just having the ability to run when we want to run the ball and to go at the 
pace we'd like to.go as an offense, | do think that’s a big change in identity from 
the year previous to now,” Stanley said. “We know that if we want to be a cham- 
pionship football team we're going to have to run the football when it matters.” 

Notre Dame rarely did that last year with a middling run game so ineffective 
that Kelly shuffled four positions after three games. Stanley was the only lineman 
to keep his job, continuing as heir apparent to left tackle Zack Martin, who went 
in the first round of the 2014 NFL Draft and made the Pro Bowl as a rookie. 

Stanley's pro prospects could hit similar heights if he continues to build on 
a strong offseason. He received a second-round grade from the league's advi- 
sory committee on underclassmen; not as high as he wanted, but also 
a message that he had not delivered enough even performances. 

What is he focused on? 

“Eliminating all the questions of whether | can do it for the whole game or 
just a few plays here or there,” Stanley said. “I think I’m improving on being more 
physical and dominating, but | think I've done that before.” 

The level Stanley showed in the bowl was a performance powerful enough 
to change the trajectory of his career and Notre Dame's 2015 season. 

That was part of the pitch Kelly and Hiestand delivered to Stanley when they 
flew to his home in Las Vegas to re-recruit him last January. Now the left tackle 
is SO comfortable back in South Bend that he’s lobbied his head coach for more 
action in the passing game beyond protecting the quarterback. 

Based on his one spring game reception, cornerbacks and safeties, beware. 

“Guaranteed first down,” Stanley said. “I'll give you 50-percent touchdowns, 
too. Next time |'ll score.” 


RONNIE STANLEY 


— Pete Sampson 
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PLAYER RATINGS 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 


Oakman go back a long way. When Oakman was playing at Penn 
Wood High School in Lansdowne, Pa., Bennett recruited him while 
serving as Pitt's defensive coordinator. 
Oakman collected 33 sacks during his last two years of high school, and 
Bennett knew the player could star at the college level. 


B aylor defensive coordinator Phil Bennett and defensive end Shawn 


TOP DEFENSIVE ENDS 


RK NAME CLASS COLLEGE 


Joey Bosa Jr. Ohio State 
Even President Obama Is doing the Joey Bosa celebration shrug. 
2. | Shawn Oakman Baylor 
At the top of the list of guys you never, ever, want to mess with. 
3. ‘Shilique Calhoun Sr. Michigan State 
_Nice surprise to see Shilique The Freak back after All-America nods. 


4. | Myles Garrett So. Texas A&M 
And now, with the No. 1 pick in the 2017 NFL Draft ... 


5, | Emmanuel Ogbah Oklahoma State 
Big 12 Defensive Lineman of the Year, had 17 tackles for loss, 11 sacks. 


6. | Carl Lawson Auburn 


So. 
So, so ready to hit beast mode after ACL tear wreaked 2014. 


DeForest Buckner ew -Oreg on 


Sr. 
Size (6-7, 290) and athleticism at end; came on ating late last season. 


8. | Curt Maggitt Sr. Tennessee 
His hana was big for UT, for his production and vocal leadership. — 


9. | Derek Barnett So. Tennessee 
Had 10 sacks as a true frosh; he and Maggitt combined for 35.5 TFLs. 


10. Shaq Lawson Jr. Clemson 
Tigers lose Vic Beasley to the NFL; here is the next Vic Beasley. 


Dadi Nicolas Sr. Virginia Tech 
Second-team All-ACC last season with 18.5 5 TFLs and nine sacks. 


Kamalei Correa Boise State 


Jr. 
Last of his 12 sacks came on final play to preserve Fiesta Bowl victory. 


Bronson Kaufusi Sr. BYU 
At 6-7, 265 is a big hybrid DE/OLB who can cover and rush (7 sacks). _ 


Hunter Dimick Jr. Utah 
Had 10 sacks in ‘14; trying for more without Nate Orchard on other side. 


TOP DEFENSIVE TACKLES 


RK NAME CLASS COLLEGE 
Adolphus Washington Sr. Ohio State 
Moving from nose guard to defensive tackle will boost his stats. 
Robert Nkemdiche Jr. Ole Miss 
Ex-No. 1 recruit is a mismatch (size, quickness) ys. interior linemen. — 
A’Shawn Robinson Jr. Alabama 
Absolutely swallows up space as key me man in Nick Saban's 3-man front. 
Andrew Billings Jr. —— Baylor 
He's All-Big 12, strong as a bull, 300 pounds and runs a sub 5-second 40. 


Anthony Zettel ay. Penn State _ 


Had 17 tackles for loss, including eight sacks, in All-Big Ten season. 
Harold Brantley Jr. Missouri 
Gary Pinkel compares him to ex- Tiger star DL Sheldon Richardson. _ 


Sheldon Day ‘Sr. Notre Dame 
Brian 1 Kelly Ic loves his * “work volume.” Day can go, well, all day. 


Kenny Clark Jr. UCEAT ay 

2nd-team all-leaguer forms tough interior combo with Eddie Vanderdoes. 
Montravius Adams Jr. ~ Auburn 

Leader of reloaded Auburn front; can get pressure up "the middle. — 


Luther Maddy Sr. Virginia Tech 
Coming back from knee injury; had 13.5 tackles for loss in 2013. 
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Baylor's Oakman Delays NFL 
for ‘Unfinished Business’ 


“His uncle brought 
him to the University of 
Pittsburgh,” Bennett said. “It 
was a Saturday and | lived 
right by the complex. Dave 
Wannstedt said, ‘Get down 
here.’ He was imposing, 
and | thought, ‘Wow, | can 
work with that.” 

Oakman was also a physical presence in the paint for a Penn Wood bas- 
ketball team that won the 2009 state championship and was the state runner-up 
in 2010. 

“| was too aggressive,” he said of playing basketball. “That's why I’m play- 
ing football right now.” 

The 6-9, 280- “pound Oakman opted for Penn State but was dismissed after 
two years, in the spring of 2012, following a confrontation with a store clerk at a 
campus convenience store after his student meal card had run out. 

Penn State defensive line coach Larry Johnson reached out to Baylor safe- 
ties coach Brian Norwood, who had coached defensive backs for the Nittany 
Lions from 2001-07. Bennett was thrilled to get a chance to coach Oakman 
after seeing him as a high school player. 

“| said, ‘Oh, | Know him,’ and it sort of fell into place,” Bennett said. “The 
day he came down here it had to be 110 degrees. | said, ‘This is not Philadel- 
phia.” 

Oakman sat out the 2012 season because of transfer rules. When he 
regained his eligibility in 2013, Oakman was already 21 years old and hadn't 
played a down of college football. 

Playing behind senior defensive ends Chris McAllister and Terrance Lloyd, 
Oakman put up solid numbers as a third-year sophomore, collecting 12.5 
tackles for loss, two sacks and a fumble recovery. 

“You sit out for so many years and wonder if you've still got it,” Oakman 
said. “In my first few games, | didn’t have it. | came along slowly, but surely. 
| feel | came a long way, but I still see myself growing every day.” 

After a tremendous junior year — 11 sacks, 19.5 tackles for loss, three 
fumble recoveries — he’s one of the top defensive ends in the country with his 
eyes set on being one of the highest NFL draft picks next year. 

Projected as a first-round pick had he declared early, Oakman surprised 
even many of his teammates when he announced before the Cotton Bowl that 
he would return. 

“My future is promising on both sides of the NFL and college,” he said. “But 
| have unfinished business. Looking at my body of work, it's not good enough 
for me to leave. The way | see it now is | haven't done anything spectacular. 

All the pieces have got to fall into place.” 

Bennett predicts Oakman will be one of the first picks in the 2016 draft, 
like defensive linemen Jadeveon Clowney and Ndamukong Suh were in recent 
seasons. 

“You can look a year from now and you're talking about a Clowney or one 
of those guys like Suh or (J.J.) Watt, where he will test well and play well,” 
Bennett said. “He's made progress, but he's not where he’s going to be. I've 
told him this and I'm honest with him. Another year is what he needs.” 

Though he made third-team All-American, Oakman wants to become a 
more consistent player after disappearing during some stretches last season. 

“There are plays that | completely dominate, but at the same time | could 
dominate every play,” Oakman said. “I just have to keep doing what I'm doing 
and work on technique and fundamentals.” 


Photo by Doug Holleman 


SHAWN OAKMAN 


— John Werner 
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PLAYER RATINGS 


Do for an Encore? 


rizona often holds practice at the school’s former baseball stadium, 
across the street from the main football facilities. The outfield wall still 
\ stands, the batter's eye in center field now covered with a tarp depicting 
~ UA football's greatest players, including four College Football Hall 


of Fame defenders — Ricky Hunley, Chuck Cecil, Rob Waldrop and Tedy Bruschi. 


Linebacker Scooby Wright, only a junior, is eligible to join that mural of 


CLASS COLLEGE 
Scooby Wright Jr. Arizona 
Favorite player as a kid was ex-Arizona star Tedy Bruschi. Perfect. 


Reggie Ragland Sr. Alabama 
Can do it all as the leader of a Bama D that has chance to be great. 


Myles Jack Jr, UCLA 
Moving inside from outside. He's great anywhere. Retuming kicks, maybe? 


Dominique Alexander Jr. Oklahoma 
Third-year starter earned second-team All-Big 12 honors last season. 


Antonio Morrison Sr. Florida 
Only concern here is he missed spring because of knee injury in bowl. 


Kelby Brown Sr. Duke 
Sixth-year senior coming back from ACL; was All-ACC in 2013. 


Raekwon McMillan So. Ohio State 
He's the Next Big Thing on a team flush with next big things. 


Ryan Simmons Sr. Oklahoma State 
Spirited leader has 26 career tackles for loss for the Cowboys, 


Joe Walker Sr. Oregon 
He’s the guy who went 100 yards after that goal-line gaffe by Utah. 


James Burgess Sr. Louisville 
Combines with Keith Kelsey to give Cards an experienced, talented duo. 


TOP OUTSIDE LINEBACKERS 


RK NAME CLASS COLLEGE 
F Jaylon Smith 


‘Notre Dame 


Jr, 
An elite athlete who thrives wherever Irish put him; 112 stops last year. 


. | Eric Striker Sr. Oklahoma 
_Lot of football and big plays under his belt — 17 TFLs last season. 


Su’a Cravens Jr. USC 
Move from S looks permanent; he'll improve on his 17 TFLs from 2014. 


Darron Lee So. Ohio State 

Former HS QB is now playmaking centerpiece of super Buckeyes’ D. _ 
Leonard Floyd Jr. Georgia 

Quick first step makes him a dangerous pass rusher off the edge. 
Terrance Smith Sr. Florida State 

Season highlight was a 94-yard INT return for touchdown vs. Florida. 
Pete Robertson Sr. Texas Tech 

Hybrid OLB/DE productive on Tech’ s shaky D: 14.5 TFLs, 12 sacks. 
Jordan Jenkins ‘Sr. Georgia 

Not quite as talented as teammate Leonard Floyd, but more consistent. 
Kentrell Brothers Sr, Missouri 

Aggressive player had 122 tackles last season and knack for the big play. 


Joshua Perry Sr. Ohio State ~ 
Made 124 tackles last season for champs; wants to improve pass- tush. 


Ed Davis Sr. Michigan State 
Fifth-year senior is as “toolsy” as almost any LB; ready for huge season. 


Tyler Matakevich ‘Sr. Temple 
Trying to become seventh FBS player to have 100-plus Stops for four years. 


Jalen Reeves-Maybin Jr. Tennessee 
High football IQ helped him make 101 tackles, with 11 for loss, last year. 


Nick Kwiatkoski Sr. West Virginia 
Led Mountaineers with 103 tackles, including 11.5 for loss. 


Peter Kalambayi Jr. Stanford 
Speedy edge rusher ready to blossom as next Cardinal star defender. 


What Will Arizona’s Scooby 


All-Americans and major 
award winners ... a slice 
of glory that could be a bit 
awkward for a guy who 
prefers to play the reluctant 
superstar. 

“They were going to 
put my thing up there,” 
Wright said of the coaches, “and | told them if they did, | was going to burn it 
down. | told them they are going to have to wait until | leave.” 

He has at least one more season after winning just about everything there 
was to be won as an out-of-nowhere sophomore, taking home the Chuck Bed- 
narik and Bronko Nagurski awards for National Defensive Player of the Year, 
the Lombardi Award as the best defensive lineman/linebacker, and the Pac-12 
Defensive Player of the Year award. 

As a middle linebacker who played off the edge in pass-rushing situations, 
he led the country with 29 tackles for loss, including 14 sacks. He also forced 
six fumbles for the Pac-12 South champs, including the highlight moment that 
put Wright on the national map — his late-game “Scooby strip” of Oregon's 
Marcus Mariota to preserve Arizona’s upset in Eugene. 

Where can he be better? 

“My coverage, my movement skills,” said Wright, able to play inside or 
outside linebacker. “Just kind of little things I’m trying to pick up, like the quarter- 
back’s eyes.” 

With an established reputation, a non-stop motor that evokes memories of 
Bruschi, the great nickname — given to him at a very young age when his dad 
looked at him and said, “Oh, my little Scooby-Doo” — he’s not a bad bet to be 
back in a tuxedo on the awards circuit in December. But repeating is hard to do, 
and falling short of his 2014 stats likely would be held against him, even more 
$0 if the Wildcats don’t duplicate their 10-win regular season. 

Arizona coach Rich Rodriguez, though, doesn’t worry about Wright's head 
swelling too big for his helmet. 

“He went to all those banquets, had all those chicken dinners and when he 
got home, he just went back into the weight room on his own,” Rodriguez said. 

The chip on Wright's shoulder is evident in his Twitter handle: 
TwoStarScoob. 

That refers to his recruiting ranking when he was wholly overlooked out of 
Cardinal Newman in Santa Rosa, Calif. Arizona, meanwhile, got one look at him 
on tape and raced to the phone to offer him a scholarship at the end of his junior 
year of high school. 

“It was one of those deals where you watch and you're like, ‘He's got size; 
he's a tough guy; he runs around... let's offer him and hope no one else does. 
Can we keep it a secret?” Rodriguez said. 

Scooby has a super story, but let's dispel a couple of notions: He’s not 
small (listed at 6-1, 246, but a bit bigger now) and he’s not un-athletic. While 
relishing the “David vs. Goliath” storyline — a tattoo on his right arm depicts the 
scene of David's triumph — he's not a gutty little overachiever. 

He’s a big-timer whose dreams of being an All-American linebacker and an 
NFL player date to his earliest memories of running around in the backyard with 
his dad. 

“He loves football and has a passion for it,” Rodriguez said. “That's the 
greatest example | can talk about in showing his success.” 

— Anthony Gimino 


SCOOBY WRIGHT 


2015 www.lindyssports.com 


Lindy’s Sports Annuals 31 


Photo by Casey Sapio-USA TODAY Sports 


PLAYER RATINGS 


Return to Cornerback 


alen Ramsey arrived at Florida State expecting to start in his first game as 
i) a true freshman. 

Ramsey didn’t enroll early. And he knew full well that FSU had one of 
the best defensive backfields in the nation. Yet he did what he intended: He started 
the 2013 opener at cornerback. 

Ramsey moved to safety a few games later, excelling in that responsibility. 


CLASS COLLEGE 


Vernon Hargreaves Iil Jr. Florida 
He's the purest of cover corners, but returning All-American is physical, too. 


Jalen Ramsey Florida State 


Jr. 
Has the size, skills and trash-talking ability found in the best CBs. 


Kendall Fuller Jr. Virginia Tech 
The last of the Fuller brothers at Tech, he broke up 17 passes last season. 


Zack Sanchez Jr. Oklahoma 
Picked off six passes last season en route to first-team All-Big 12 honors. 


Ishmael Adams r. UCLA 
Pros won't like his height (5-8), but Pac-12 foes fear his playmaking. 


Cameron Sutton Jr. Tennessee 
Has All-SEC talent and growing rep as someone to not challenge. 


Kevin Peterson Sr. Oklahoma State 
A fourth-year starter who locked down West Virginia’s Kevin White in ‘14. 


Jonathan Jones Sr. Auburn 
Led the SEC in pass breakups last year with 17 in a breakout season. 


KeiVarae Russell Sr. Notre Dame 
Big-time talent coming back after missing 2014 because of suspension. 


Mackensie Alexander So. Clemson 
Freshman All-American already has elite lock-down skills. 


Blake Countess Sr. Michigan 
Down year in 2014, but everything is re-born in Ann Arbor, right? 


Fabian Moreau Sr. UCLA 
Jim Mora once called him a potential All-American. Had flashes in ‘14. 


TOP SAFETIES 


CLASS COLLEGE 
Karl Joseph Sr. West Virginia 
Has been one of the nation’s top thumpers for ~ a three seasons. 


Jeremy Cash Sr. 
Just the. facts: 111 tackles, 10.5 TFLs, 5.5 sacks Py INTs, 4 forced fumbles. 


Vonn Bell r. Ohio State 

Former 5-star really showed what he could do late after knee felt better. 
Dante Barnett Sr. Kansas State 
Second-team all-league; the backbone of a unit that is K-State’s backbone. 
DeVon Edwards Sr. Duke 

From unknown recruit, to elite KR, to play-making DB (133 stops, 5 FFs). 


Jordan Sterns Jr. Oklahoma State 
Hard-hitting strong safety posted 103 tackles, best among Big 12 DBs. 


Quin Blanding So. Virginia 

Cavs' bright spot: His 123 tackles led the nation’s freshmen. 

Jamal Adams So. LSU 

Aggressive style and a bit of a showman, but he gets results. 
Jabrill Peppers Fr. Michigan 

With “A-plus” spring, touted redshirt is on the launching pad. 

Nate Gerry Jr. Nebraska 
intstesphed five passes last season, all coming against Big Ten foes. 
Jordan Simone Sr. Arizona State 
Walk-on from Washington state tured into top-notch playmaker. 


Michael Caputo Sr. Wisconsin 
Second-team All-Big Ten (media), with 106 tackles, four for loss. 


32 Lindy’s Sports Annuals 


DEFENSIVE BACKS 


Versatile Ramsey Embraces 


Then he took on the 
versatile “star” role as a 
sophomore in 2014, forcing 
fumbles, knocking down 
passes and punishing 
receivers en route to an 
All-American season. 

It may seem a little silly 
that Ramsey is on the move 
(again) as he prepares for his junior season. This time he’s moving back to corner. 
Why take an AP second-team All-American out of the playmaking star position? 
Well, because he’s Ramsey. 

He's as competitive as anyone at FSU. Now that the 6-1, 201-pounder is at 
comer, well, he wants to be an elite corner. 

“| know when | line up against whoever itis, the best receiver in the country or 
the worst receiver in the country, (they're) not going to be beat me,” Ramsey said. 
“That's how | am.” 

With juniors P.J. Williams and Ronald Darby declaring early for the NFL Draft, 
FSU coach Jimbo Fisher and defensive coordinator Charles Kelly had options 
as they planned for the 2015 secondary. They feel Ramsey would do well — 
and would probably be an All-American — at corner, star or safety. 

It just made the most sense to put him at corner. 

“| think he can be a dominant, dominant boundary guy,” Fisher said. “Big, long, 
athletic, can run, take that side away, be a great blitzer off the edge, still allow him 
to blitz and play some run support.” 

Putting Ramsey at boundary corner (Williams’ old spot) makes life easy 
for FSU. The safeties don’t have to worry all that much about any receiver that 
Ramsey is covering. And, often, he will be tasked with the opponent's No. 1 
receiver. 

“When we have man-to-man, we barely have to look his way because he's 
locking down,” safety Nate Andrews said. 

In spring, it clicked. Fisher was pleased, praising Ramsey after nearly every 
practice. Not only has Ramsey made a seamless transition to corner, he also has 
set the bar quite high, including for FSU's receivers at practice. 

“I'll embarrass you straight up in front of everybody,” Ramsey said. 

Confidence, as you can tell, has never been an issue for Ramsey. Speaking 
up has never been a problem, either. He naturally does it. He leads with words, but 
also with actions. 

While he’s an All-American player, Ramsey has made sure the rest of the 
secondary is strong around him. He's helping develop Marquez White into FSU's 
other starting corner. And Ramsey's old job at “star” will go to his roommate, Trey 
Marshall. They often watch film together, and Ramsey has become a coach to 
Marshall. 

“You've been there, pretty successful at that position, | want Trey to be even 
more successful at that position,” Ramsey said. “] know he can really ball.” 

Ramsey can ball, too. He had 79 tackles, 12 pass breakups and two intercep- 
tions in 2014. Ramsey was a one-man wrecking crew at Miami in November, 
forcing a fumble, blocking an extra-point attempt and sealing the 30-26 win with 
an interception in the final minutes. 

But now Ramsey is ready to get back to corner. 

“| love corner,” Ramsey said. ‘That's where | always wanted to be. Of course, 
we had great corners here before me. (Now) | can just focus on one thing. Do my 
job to the best of my ability.” 


JALEN RAMSEY 


— Bob Ferrante 
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PLAYER RATINGS 


Pose, a la Woodson 


SC sophomore Adoree’ Jackson's goals sound overly ambitious for 
a football player, but that only tells half the story. 
“| want to win the Heisman Trophy,” Jackson said. “I want to win 
the Thorpe (Award) and the Heisman.” 


CLASS COLLEGE 
Roberto Aguayo Jr. Florida State 
Has hit 48 of 52 field-goal attempts with range well past 50 yards, 


Brad Craddock Sr. Maryland 

Big-legged Australian, a former punter, is reigning Groza Award winner. 
Josh Lambert Jr. West Virginia 

Made 16 FGs of 40-plus yards last season, an NCAA record. 

Jaden Oberkrom Sr. TCU 

Was 22 of 27 last season, and his last-play 37-yarder beat West Virginia. 
Andy Phillips dr. Utah 

‘Automatic’ Andy (40 of 48 career) is also 3 for 3 on onside kicks. 

Jake Elliott Jr. Memphis 

Need a long FG? He has made six of 50-plus in his fi rst two seasons. 
Rafael Gaglianone So. Wisconsin 

Big kid from Brazil has NFL leg, hit 19 ‘of 22 en route to cult hero status. _ 


Ross Martin Duke 


Sr. 
Enters season having made 52 of 63 career FGs, with a long of 53. 


TOP PUNTERS 


RK NAME CLASS COLLEGE 


JK Scott So. Alabama 

Led nation in punting (48.0); Tide led in net punting, too. 

Tom Hackett Sr. Utah 

Ray Guy winner led nation in punts inside the 10 (19 of them). 

Austin Rehkow Jr. Idaho. 

Consistent excellence: 47.8-yard average in freshman and sophomore years, 
Drew Kaser Sr. Texas A&M 

Was an AP second- team All-American as a =o in 2013. 

Drew Riggleman Sr. Arizo 

Improved consistency pushed him to fourth nationally ( (a6. 1-yard average). 
Peter Mortell Sr. Minnesota 

Led Big Ten (45.1), then joked about launching Heisman campaign. 
Cameron Johnston Jr. Ohio State 

Even the Buckeyes have to punt, and Aussie has 44.5-yard career average. 


Alex Kinal Sr. Wake Forest 
_No touchbacks in 81 punts helped Deacons rank fourth in net punting. 


CLASS COLLEGE 
Adoree’ Jackson So. USC — 
Could have made our CB li list, too, but skills fit better here at No. 1. 
Ryan Switzer Jr. North Carolina 
Led team in receiving last season; had five punt return TDs in 2013. 
Isaiah McKenzie ‘So. Georgi ia 
“The Human Joystick” had three — TDs, blooming at WR in spring. 
Speedy I Noil Texas A&M 
_WR/PRIKR led Aggies in all- wets ras off-field issues in the spring. 
Jakeem Grant Sr. Texas Tech 
Only Big 12 player to have more re 900 receiving 500 KR yards. 
Christian McCaffrey Stanfor: 
No longer has small package of slave “Stanford says E eas s kid will do it all. 
Kalen Ballage Arizona State 
Physical running back, kick returner, situational pass-rusher. 
Alex Ross Jr. Oklahoma 
Ran for 595 yards and retumed two kickoffs for touchdowns. 


ALL PURPOSE 
Trojans’ Jackson Eyes Heisman 


Winning the Thorpe as 
the nation’s top defensive 
back sounds doable. The 
Heisman? That would be 
an extraordinary feat for 
a cornerback, but like the 
last defensive player to 
win it (Charles Woodson 
in 1997), Jackson also 
dabbles at wide receiver and is a returner. 

“Actually, | don’t think it will be hard for me (to win),” Jackson said. “I play 
offense, defense and special teams. Charles Woodson did it when he was at 
Michigan. That's how my mindset was set up when | came in to USC.” 

But Jackson's dreams don't stop there. 

He also competes as a long jumper for the Trojans’ track and field team. 

“Being able to run track at the Olympics in Rio next year (is my goal),” 
Jackson said. “Just take a shot at that dream.” 

Say this: Jackson never limits himself. What's next? Quarterback? 

Uh... sure. 

“You should ask (USC coach Steve Sarkisian),” Jackson said. “I wouldn't 
mind passing the ball or handing it off.” 

As you can tell, confidence is not a problem for young Mr. Jackson, who 
did not allow a touchdown pass until the final game of his true freshman sea- 
son. He also caught three TD passes and returned two kickoffs for scores. 

Jackson touched the ball 35 times in 2014 — and scored on five of them. 

USC fans voted his 71-yard touchdown catch against Nebraska — when 
he caught a 1-yard pass and went 70 more for an electrifying score in USC's 
45-42 Holiday Bow! win — as the Trojans’ play of the year. 

Perhaps the fans were also influenced by his 98-yard kickoff return in the 
same game. 

“| believe the Holiday Bow! was a good glimpse,” he said of his Heisman 
campaign. 

The biggest issue for Sarkisian is figuring out how much to use him offen- 
sively; the 5-11, 185-pound Jackson is already the Trojans’ best cornerback. 

“We're going to have to be very strategic when we go into games of 
exactly how we're going to use him,” Sarkisian said. “It will be different than 
it was a year ago because he has more volume. He has more offense that he 
can understand. 

“We can do more with him on defense (as well). That doesn’t mean he can 
go out and play 180 plays. We just have to be smart with him. ... There'll be 
games where we'll see him more on offense than maybe others. It's going to 
be (about) matchups. It’s going to be game plans.” 

Part of being smart also includes managing his track career. Jackson was 
disappointed he wasn't allowed to skip USC's spring football and focus only on 
track, where he also ran on the 4x400-meter relay team. Sarkisian refused his 
request, but Jackson said he will try again next spring to do track only. 

“That's one of the things we have to talk about. It just depends on how this 
season goes, actually,” said Jackson, a Belleville, III., native who was a Parade 
All-American at Serra High School in Gardena, Calif. 

Despite the track stuff and the attention Jackson gained from his offensive 
and special teams’ touches, he knows his future revolves around being an NFL 
defender. He had 49 tackles, including four for losses, and 10 deflections last 
season, earning Freshman All-American honors from various publications. 

“God-willing, if | get drafted; | want to play corner,” he said. “That probably 
would be the best position for me. That's just how | feel, how | see it.” 

— Scott Wolf 


ADOREE’ JACKSON 
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This is how we do it: A team has to be stacked 
at quarterback AND running back to even get on the 
watch list to make the cut. Why do we do it this way? 
We think it's a lot more interesting than just ranking 
the best units at quarterback and running back, 
which often would simply mirror our player rankings. 


41. OHIO STATE 

Expect anything different? Cardale Jones, 
J.T. Barrett, Braxton Miller ... in no college football 
offseason has a single program's quarterback “prob- 
lem” ever looked so promising. And let's face it — a 
stiff-of-stiffs could hand off to Ezekiel Elliott with great 
success. No need to linger here. The Buckeyes have 
the nation’s best backfield, and everyone knows it. 


2. TCU 


With just about everyone back on offense for the 
Horned Frogs, there won't be any reason why Trev- 
one Boykin, in his second year in the spread offense 
and presumably even more comfortable, can't lead 
the offense past the stunning 46.5 points per game it 
averaged last season. TCU considers at least three 
of its running backs as being starter-worthy — Aaron 
Green, Kyle Hicks, Trevorris Johnson — and fresh 
legs are good in this fast-paced college football 
world. 

3: USC 

Cody Kessler is going to go 
deep more often and play faster as 
the Trojans settle in to the second 
year of coach Steve Sarkisian. 
Kessler passed for 3,826 yards 
and 39 touchdowns last season 
and has young, talented receivers 
to throw to (JuJu Smith, emerging 
Steven Mitchell) and ample back- 
field options, even with Buck Allen 
turning pro. Justin Davis and Tre 
Madden will do the work there. 
4. O Rk Cc O r 

Yes, as you can tell by our 
No. 4 national ranking of the 
Ducks, we're pushing all in on 
Eastern Washington transfer 
quarterback Vernon Adams. Royce 
Freeman, Thomas Tyner and buzz- 
worthy redshirt freshman Tony 
Brooks-James form a loaded back- 
field. Byron Marshall, converted to 
receiver, probably still knows his 
running backs reads in case he's 
needed in a pinch. 


5 OKLAHOMA 
a & h rau avis 


The Sooners aren't saying who is going to play 
quarterback, but Trevor Knight or Texas Tech transfer 
Baker Mayfield are a better pair than most teams 
have, so that’s not a bad place to start. (The smart 
money is on Mayfield, by the way). What's even 
more enviable is the running back depth — Samaje 
Perine, Joe Mixon and Alex Ross. Mixon was 
supposed to be the star newcomer in 2014 before 
a season-long suspension, ceding the stage to the 
bull-strong Perine. 


F <w mm Aan 
6 LTO eRe DANIE 
gs VWI Pike BPAY. 


The Irish will enter training camp with a dynamic, 
deserving starter at quarterback in Everett Golson 
or Malik Zaire. If C.J. Prosise pulls off a conversion 
from receiver to running back — and spring indica- 
tions were tantalizingly positive — he could blow 
up into a star. Either way, he'll be a lightning bolt 
somewhere in the offense, and Tarean Folston and 
Greg Bryant are still around to handle the handoffs. 
Options. It’s nice to have options. 


QB Josh Dobbs will be a full-blown star this 
season. Jalen Hurd did his part last season in an 
amazing wave of freshman running backs across the 
country, rushing for 899 yards. He has company this 
season. Running back Alvin Kamara, an Alabama 


transfer by way of junior college, is pegged by us as 
the top newcomer in the SEC. 


RANKINGS 
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8. ¢ r PA, 

Coach Sonny Dykes calls Jared Goff “an elite- 
level quarterback” and we do not disagree. Goff has 
passed for 7,481 yards in his two seasons, and when 
scouts write up their reports, they will wear out the 
term ‘arm talent.” Meanwhile, Daniel Lasco hit 1,115 
rushing yards last season — more than 500 of which 
came in the last four games. 


9. ANRAIVWFM 


The Razorbacks have 1,000-yard backs in 
Jonathan Williams and Alex Collins, complemented 
by an experienced quarterback, Brandon Allen, who 
is appropriately careful with the ball. He was inter- 
cepted just five times last season, so bonus points 
for knowing his role. 


10. PENN S 


It's Akeel Lynch's time to shine at running back. 
NFL-armed Christian Hackenberg will be glad to 
have the help. 


TOP 10 


———— 


1.8 


CS 
Corey Coleman emerged as the Bears’ go-to 
guy last season, making 64 catches for 1,119 yards, 
but speedy KD Cannon was right on his heels as 
a true freshman, with 58 catches for 1,030 yards 
and eight scores. That they might be the best pair 
of receivers in the country is worth noting, but what 
separates the Bears is how far down they go on the 
depth chart without a major drop-off: Jay Lee, Lynx 
Hawthorne, Davion Hall, Quan Jones, Chris Platt, 
Ishmael Zamora ... 


2. NOTRE DAME 


Will Fuller and Corey Robinson lead a group 
with great size, strong work ethic and underrated 
toughness. Stretching defenses won't be a problem, 
nor will snaring balls in traffic and blocking on the 
outside. Good stuff. 


3. CLEMSO! 

Mike Williams is an All-ACC talent, and sopho- 
more Artavis Scott is a field-stretcher along the lines 
of a Sammy Watkins. If that sounds like hyperbole, 
check back with us at this time next season. Behind 
them, incoming freshmen Deon Cain and Ray-Ray 


McCloud are expected to make an impact for super- 
star QB Deshaun Watson. 


4. OHIO STATE 


Michael Thomas is a traditional leading guy. He 
is well-rounded. Can do it all. No issues there. Some- 
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body does have to replace Devin Smith's deep threat 
(Cory Smith?), but options and versatility abound 
with this group. Extreme athletes Jalin Marshall and 
Dontre Wilson can line up at H-back or outside, catch 
the ball in space and make magic happen. 


5. 


The Aggies can go Speedy (Noil) and they can 
go big (6-5 Ricky Seals-Jones). They can go proven 
(All-SEC junior Josh Reynolds) and they can trot out 
yet another amazing recruit (early-enrolled Christian 
Kirk). Best quality, depth in the SEC. 


Kenny Lawler is part acrobat, leading the Bears 
last season with 54 catches for 701 yards and nine 
touchdowns. If those numbers sound a bit modest by 
modern standards, it's because Jared Goff has eyes 
for all of his targets. Pretty much all of them are back 
— Bryce Treggs, Stephen Anderson, Maurice Harris, 
Trevor Davis, Darius Powe. That's 167 catches right 
there. 


7. 


Cayleb Jones is one of those elite go-up-and- 
snag-the-ball-at-its-highest-point kind of guys. He'll 
lead the way in a mix-and-match group that has wa- 
terbugs and speedsters ... and The Kid’s kid (junior 
Trey Griffey) is getting better all the time, too. 


8. TENNESS 


Perhaps lacking in star power, but this position 
group will end up being a team strength that works 
well with QB Josh Dobbs, who has tall red-zone 
targets in Marquez North and Jason Croom. Von 
Pearson and Pig Howard are returning starters, 
and sophomore tight end Ethan Wolf is on his 
way to stardom. 


Wide receiver Laquon Treadwell. Tight end 
Evan Engram. Can't go wrong with a couple of 
All-Americans. 


10. OKLA 


Nine of the top 10 pass-catchers from last 
season return, and now they get to work for a whole 
season with QB Mason Rudolph. 


TOP 10 


Guard Pat Elflein and tackle Taylor Decker are 
the stars. Billy Price is coming on like gangbusters, 
with a huge spring that had everyone talking about 
his play as much as his raw strength. Jacoby Boren 


likewise is a returning starter. Read it and weep, 

all non-Ohio State fans. This is basically the same 
group that led the way for 878 rushing yards in the 
stunning three-game postseason run. One starts to 
wonder how the Buckeyes’ offense can possibly go 
wrong. Don't bother thinking about it too hard. 


Left tackle Spencer Drango, who grew up north 
of Austin, Texas, would have loved to be a Longhorn, 
but the Texas staff only made a futile push after he 
had committed to Baylor. That says plenty about how 
the fortunes of the programs have changed in recent 
years, Drango, a fourth-year starter at left tackle, 
is an All-American, leading a line that returns intact 
from the nation’s most prolific offense. Also back: 
tackle Pat Colbert, guards Blake Muir and Jarell 
Broxton, and center Kyle Fuller. 


3. VIICHIGAN STATE 


As long as the Jacks are around — center Allen 
and tackle Conklin — the Spartans will have an 
intimidating offense to match their always-brutish 
defense. Allen earned first-team All-Big Ten honors 
from the league coaches last season; Conklin was 
a second-team choice. 


4. NOTRE DAME 


Left tackle Ronnie Stanley and center Nick 
Martin are up there with any pair, anywhere. Overall, 
this is the deepest group of linemen that Brian Kelly 
has had at Notre Dame since arriving for the 2010 
season. The Irish will maul many a defense in 2015. 


OFFEN 


Photo by Manny Flores Cal Sport Media via AP images 


5. AMT VAI wre 


The Hogs are kind of turning into the Stanford 
of the South. Is that a thing? Arkansas will.go heavy 
and pound opponents, going counter-culture to the 
modern spread offense. The scheme fits the person- 
nel, and the personnel fits the scheme. A line with 
four returning starters — Dan Skipper, Sebastian 
Tretola, Mitch Smothers and Denver Kirkland — 
is able to clear space when everyone in the stadium 
knows the run is coming. 


6. 


Four starters return from a line that went from 
mystery to mainstay across the brilliant course of last 
season for the Horned Frogs. Two players — center 
Joey Hunt and tackle Halapoulivaati Vaitai — earned 
second-team All-Big 12 honors. Vaitai has moved to 
the left side this season to fill the one vacancy, and 
sophomore Joseph Noteboom is stepping up on the 
right side. Overall, TCU returns linemen who have 
a combined 98 career starts. 


7. GEORGIA 


The Bulldogs never lacked for a running back 
last season, Nick Chubb replacing Todd Gurley, and 
Georgia led the SEC with 257.8 rushing yards per 
game. It's time to give all due respect to guys like 
tackle John Theus and guard Greg Pyke. 


s. ALADAIVIA 


You can't quibble with sophomore left tackle 
Cam Robinson and senior center Ryan Kelly, among 
the best nationally at their positions. They are the 
only returning starters in the group, although the line 
came together nicely in the spring. Nick Saban even 
offered public atta-boys to senior right tackle Domi- 
nick Jackson, a former junior college transfer known 
for blocking out the sun in the run game. Redshirt 
freshman left guard Ross Pierschbacher, from Cedar 
Falls, lowa, is going to be a good one. 


This is just what you would expect. The Tigers 
have plenty of guys who look good right off the bus. 
Tackles Jerald Hawkins and Vadal Alexander, and 
center Ethan Pocic, are candidates for postseason 
conference honors. Hawkins flipped from right 
tackle to left tackle this spring, with Alexander taking 
Hawkins’ old spot after playing guard. 


Don't be fooled by last season's average of 
3.15 sacks allowed per game — those were often as 
much on QB Brett Hundley’s indecision as anything 
.. although, we admit to being fooled by the Bruins’ 
line before, thinking it was all grown up before it 
really was. Well, again, it looks all grown up. Senior 
center Jake Brendel and junior guard Alex Redmond 
are two standouts; 2013 starter Simon Goines re- 
turns from a redshirt year; and junior college transfer 
Zach Batemen figures to be in the mix somewhere, 
too. What could go wrong? 


2015 www.lindyssports.com 


Lindy’s Sports Annuals 35 


ee) ee 
UNI RANTCIN G'S: 


TOP 10 
DEFENSIVE LINE 


1. OHIO STATE 


We'll take Joey Bosa and Adolphus Washington 
and meet you in any dark alley, OK? Bosa, you 
know. The standing back-flips. The long, flowing hair 
(oops, sorry, that was gone this spring). The post- 
sack shrug. He had 21 tackles for loss and 
13.5 sacks last season. Washington had 10.5 and 
4.5, mostly playing at nose guard, but he'll move 
over to defensive tackle, more of a playmaking spot, 
to replace departed Michael Bennett. Maybe the 
other two spots on the line end up by-committee, but 
you don’t see Urban Meyer sweating it. Seriously, 
the skill level is just scary. It's a bad year to be an 
opposing quarterback in the Big Ten. 


2. ALABAMA 


The Crimson Tide's line doesn’t have to con- 
cede much at all to Ohio State's in terms of quality 
and depth, but it also can't do much crowing, consid- 
ering the 281 rushing yards allowed to the Buckeyes 
in a national semifinal last season. Nothing to do 
about that now except turn it into motivation and 
hope for a rematch. Alabama's best chance of 
getting back to those playoffs is through an hella- 
cious defensive front seven, and the best part of 
that hellacious front seven is a line led by Jonathan 
Allen, Jarran Reed and A’'Shawn Robinson. Quality 
reserves abound: Dalvin Tomlinson, D.J. Pettway, 
Da’Shawn Hand, Darren Lake ... and whatever 
other five-stars Saban keeps in his back pocket. 
We should mention that Alabama allowed only 
five rushing touchdowns last season. 


3. BAYLOR 


The Bears return their entire starting front 
four, including Shawn Oakman, who inspired 
wickedly funny internet memes last winter due 
to his imposing physical stature capable, as one 
suggested, of intimidating Liam Neeson into 
giving up the search for his kidnapped daughter 
(look it up, folks). It's also best to probably not 
mess with All-Big 12 tackle Andrew Billings, 
tackle Beau Blackshear, or ends Jamal Palmer 
and K.J. Smith. Oakman and his sidekicks 
allowed just 117.7 rushing yards per game. 


4. MICHIGAN STATE 


Everyone knows about end Shilique “The 
Freak” Calhoun, who — let's be honest — 
needs to be even better to live up to that nick- 
name. Standards are such that 12.5 tackles for 
loss, including eight sacks, was something of a 
“meh” season for Calhoun. Nice to have stan- 
dards. Versatile linemate Lawrence Thomas is 
equally freaky. 


5. OLE Miss 


Robert Nkemdiche is used to the spotlight, first 
as the No. 1 recruit in the nation in the 2013 class, 
then as part of last season's No. 1 scoring defense 
and certainly as a guy who always has demanded 
special attention from offensive linemen. Whatever 
he lacks in eye-popping stats, he makes up for by 
allowing teammates — like end Marquis Haynes and 
nose tackle Issac Gross — to have more freedom 
to roam. 


G6. VIRGINIA TECH 


AHokies’ resurgence is closely tied to how 
dang good this group can be. Defensive tackle 
Luther Maddy returns from injury. Standouts Dadi 
Nicolas and Ken Ekanem return after landing on the 
ACC's all-conference teams last season. An opener 
against defending national champ Ohio State (and 
our No. 1-rated offensive line) awaits. 


7. PENN STATE 


Undersized tackle Anthony Zettel has a motor 
that never shuts off. His 17 tackles for loss last 
season had a way of making those around him work 
harder, and when it was all over, Penn State had 
the No. 3 rushing defense in the country. The Lions 
looked deep and dominant again this spring. 


8. TCU 


The Frogs allowed an average of 2.78 yards 
per rush last season, the best mark in the country. 
Big man Chucky Hunter is gone, but the rest of the 
crew is back — Mike Tuaua, Josh Carraway, James 
McFarland, Davion Pierson, etc. — and Nebraska 
transfer Aaron Curry joins a deep rotation at tackle. 
Good times. 


Photo by Mark LoMoglio loon Sportswire via AP Images 


9. AUBURN 


The big thing here is the addition of coordinator 
Will Muschamp. Well, that, and the return from injury 
of end Carl Lawson. Muschamp will get these guys 
playing hard, attacking, and the Tigers won't be the 
pushovers they were last season. Veteran defensive 
tackle Montravius Adams, among others, and a 
wave of youth (Dontavius Russell, among others) 
helps fuel the turnaround. 


10. NOTRE DAME 


Sheldon Day and Jarron Jones could be the 
most imposing duo of senior tackles in the country. 
The spring emergence of early-enrolled 300-pounder 
Jerry Tillery eased depth concerns inside. We'll peg 
returning starting defensive end Isaac Rochell for a 
breakout season. 


TOP 10 
LINEBACKERS 


1. OHIO STATE 


Add new inside starter Raekwon McMillan to 
senior Joshua Perry and the hugely promising Dar- 
ron Lee on the outside, and — is this over the top? 
— these guys should just be moved to the NFL as a 
unit right now. Lee loves to tease McMillan by calling 
him “Chosen One" — a notion that was not dispelled 
last season when the five-star recruit saw consider- 
able playing time. McMillan is more athletic than the 
guy he's replacing in the lineup — Curtis Grant — 
so here's just another area in which Ohio State 

looks better than last season. On a team with no 
weaknesses, linebacker is a particular strength. 


2. GEORGIA 


The Dawgs’ four-man group features one of 
the best pair of outside linebackers in the country 
in junior Leonard Floyd and senior Jordan Jenkins, 
both high-motor pass rushers. That's nice. But 
what to do with sophomore outside linebacker 
Lorenzo Carter? Such tough decisions for second- 
year coordinator Jeremy Pruitt, who could slide 
one of the trio inside or move someone closer to 
the action with their hand in the dirt. 


3. ALABAMA 


Reggie Ragland takes over as the leader of 
the unit, a senior who has earned Nick Saban’s 
trust. He packs a wallop on defense, but not like 
Reuben Foster, a junior and former No. 1 high 
school inside linebacker prospect who is trying to 
translate his fury on special teams to the discipline 
of Saban’s D. A deep, talented corps is further 
explanation for why this defense could be Bama’s 
best since 2011. 
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4. NOTRE DAME 


Jaylon Smith is a major talent. Joe Schmidt and 
Jarrett Grace — impressively, back from a terrible 
knee injury — are experienced and tough. Nyles 
Morgan is an exciting up-and-comer. The run D will 
be stout. 


5. OKLAHOMA 


Eric Striker is a great pass rusher, with 15.5 
sacks and 27.5 tackles for loss in the past two years. 
Junior Dominique Alexander is a two-year starter 
who earned second-team all-conference honors 
last season. Inside ‘backer Jordan Evans is another 
returning starter who made 93 tackles last season. 


6. UCLA 


Myles Jack can be whatever he wants. He’s 
dabbled, spectacularly, at running back. His cover- 
age skills are such that he can play safety or, ahem, 
cornerback. Coach Jim Mora wants him at inside 
linebacker in the Bruins’ base this season, making 
him an unavoidable hub in the middle. Whatever. 
Just line him up and enjoy the athletic freak show. 
Elsewhere, Butkus Award winner Eric Kendricks is 
gone, but sophomore Kenny Young is promising and 
pass-rushing outside linebacker Deon Hollins made 
nine sacks last season. 


7. USC 


This is where Su’a Cravens lives now. It's hard to 
peg the talented junior, a former safety, into just one 
position, other than to say he’s just a football player. 
Middle linebacker Lamar Dawson was impressive in 
spring on his way back from knee problems. Anthony 
Sarao will be a third-year starter, if he holds off 
talented young dudes. 


8. OREGON 


The Ducks have all kind of versatile, athletic 
linebackers, including a quartet of seniors — 
Joe Walker, Rodney Hardrick, Tyson Coleman and 
Christian French. Oregon likes to rotate, and it has 
the depth to do it. (We do have to note the Pac-12’s 
overall strength at linebacker, as Arizona State 
and Stanford just missed our cut, and Arizona has 
Scooby Wright.) 


9. LOUISVILLE 


Given that Florida State is dealing with uncer- 
tainty at linebacker (Reggie Northrup’s torn ACL 
in the Rose Bowl), we're going to give Louisville 
the nod as the ACC’s best at the position. James 
Burgess and Keith Kelsey are the veteran core of 
a defense that will hang its hat on being physical 
up front. Coach Bobby Petrino says the defense, 
revamped though it is, can be dominant. 


10. UTAH STATE 


A deserved nod to a team from outside the 
Power 5 conferences, as the Aggies bring back Nick 


Vigil, who was All-Mountain West as a sophomore 
last season, and Kyler Fackrell, a legit NFL prospect 
who suffered an ACL injury in the 2014 season- 
opener. 


TOP 10 


DEFENSIVE BACKS 


1. FLORIDA 


The Gators can play D. That hasn't been the 
hang-up. All-American junior cornerback Vernon 
Hargreaves III heads up a five-man unit for Florida, 
which had more interceptions last season (16) than 
touchdowns allowed (15). Not challenging Harg- 
reaves is wise, but that’s a pick-your-poison kind 
of a deal for the opposition as the Gators roll out a 
deep unit of Brian Poole, Keanu Neal, Jalen Tabor, 
Quincy Wilson, Marcus Maye ... you get the idea. 


2. FLORIDA STATE 


We acknowledge that the talent drain from 
Florida State hit here, too — Ronald Darby and P.J. 
Williams are gone — but the big deal is that Jalen 
Ramsey is not. Moving from the “star” position to 
boundary corner, his size is going to be a full-on 
nightmare for receivers. Starters Nate Andrews and 
Tyler Hunter return at the safety positions. Be on 
the lookout for early-enrolled five-star frosh Derwin 
James. 


3. OHIO STATE 


Another area where the Buckeyes are as 
healthy as they'll ever be, with three starters back 


from the 2014 title team. Junior Vonn 
Bell is a dominant safety, and Eli Apple 
becomes the man at cornerback as a 
sophomore. 


4. MICHIGAN 


Is this the season Jabrill Peppers 
lives up to the massive billing? With 
him lurking, and terrific corners Blake 
Countess and Jourdan Lewis holding 
things down in their areas, the Wolver- 
ines could vault to the top of this list by 
season’s end. 


5. NOTRE DAME 


The Irish defense is strong up the 
middle and dynamite on the outside 
in the back end with cornerbacks Kei- 
Varae Russell and Cole Luke. They'll 
make their team’s pass rush look good. 


6. DUKE 


Because when you think of Duke, 

you think, “Athletic defensive backs!” 
Hey, the Blue Devils actually have them, 

starting with senior safety Jeremy Cash (he did start 
his career at Ohio State, in case you didn’t know) 
and DeVon Edwards, a top playmaker. Cash has 
made 115 tackles in each of the past two seasons, 
and his decision to let the NFL wait was huge for the 
Blue Devils. All five starters in the secondary return. 


7. USC 


Adoree’ Jackson has a chance to be the “it” 
player in college football. Senior Kevon Seymour, 
the starting cornerback on the other side, has the 
attention of NFL scouts. The safety positions will 
work themselves out just fine, trust us. 


8. UCLA 


Aset of cornerbacks doesn’t come more athletic 
than Ishmael Adams and Fabian Moreau, although 
we'd like to see more consistency. Another corner, 
Marcus Rios, allows for different combinations. 
Safety Randall Goforth, returning from shoulder 
surgeries — yes, one on each — is another big plus 
after he missed most of last season. 


9. LSU 


The Tigers have a national claim on being DBU 
(yes, we see you Alabama and Virginia Tech; calm 
down, Texas) and it’s more of the same this season 
with safeties Jamal Adams and Jalen Mills, and 
cornerback Tre’Davious White. 


10. OKLAHOMA STATE 


The Cowboys have their top three cornerbacks 
returning and will be even deeper if, as expected, 
Michael Hunter, a two-year starter at Indiana, joins 
the team as a graduate transfer. Safety Jordan 
Sterns had 103 tackles last season. 


Photo by AP Photo/Ric Tapia 
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T hat was easy. 

The first year of the four-team 
College Football Playoff was a 
roaring success, enhancing the regular 
season, retaining all of the outrage for 
talk radio, providing record-setting cable 
viewership for the elimination games and 
delivering a champion that everyone (well, 
almost everyone) could finally, correctly, 
describe as “undisputed.” 

Yeah, the playoff did what it was 
supposed to do. 

And it made a mountain of cash, of course. 

Amid the money and the TV eyeballs and 
the drama on the field, the NCAA even made 
a sensible ruling. We know, right? About 
a week before the championship game, the 
NCAA said it was OK for the CFP to help 
pay travel costs for players’ families (up to 
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$1,250 each for 1-2 people). Imagine that: 
A start down the road of common sense. 
So, what does the second half of the 
decade have in store? 
Let's begin with our top 10 storylines ... 


1. #RollBuckeyes? Ohio State's road to 
Repeatville is bare and dry — no need to 
negotiate a confusing GPS-infused route 

to Glendale, Ariz.: Win the Big Ten (which 
surely will carry a ticket to the playoffs), 
win a semifinal, and win the championship 
game. Starting the season atop the polls 
makes this very doable, and not just in 

the champs-until-somebody-knocks-‘em- 
off sense. These Buckeyes could be Urban 
Meyer's best team ever. An opening game at 
Virginia Tech, the only team to beat OSU in 
2014, looms larger-than-large. 


The playoff did its job... 
so what’s next? 


BY ANTHONY GIMINO AND STEVE GREENBERG 


Illustrations by Tim Williams 


2. QB battles gone wild. They're 
everywhere — cases in point, the four 
programs that reached the first playoff. Who 
will lead Ohio State? Will it be Cardale Jones 
or J.T. Barrett — or Braxton Miller? And who 
will replace Oregon's great Marcus Mariota 

— veteran backup Jeff Lockie or Eastern 
Washington transfer Vernon Adams? Without 
Jameis Winston at Florida State, Sean Maguire 
is trying to hold off a gaggle of young arms. 
And in Tuscaloosa, Jake Coker’s grip on the 
Alabama starting job is tenuous at best. 


3. The new Big 12 order. Do we even have 
to pretend Oklahoma and Texas are the leading 
programs in this conference anymore? TCU and 
Baylor — still ticked off beyond belief at being 
left out of the 2014 playoff — look like the 
teams to beat again. The Horned Frogs have 
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to come out firing in the opener at Minnesota, 
but they should be OK there. And they get 
Baylor in Fort Worth in the regular-season 
finale, which (sorry, Texas State Fair) could 

be the league's monster game of the season. 


4. The Big Two? You might've heard about 
the hiring at Michigan of some guy named 
Jim Harbaugh. Just how fast will Jimmy 
Ballgame restore glory to the Maize and Blue, 
and will the Wolverines’ epic rivalry with Ohio 
State completely overshadow the rest of the 
Big Ten? East Division rivals Michigan State 
and Penn State will have their say, as will 
West powers-that-be Wisconsin and Nebraska, 
but the Buckeyes are head-and-shoulders 
above those programs — and Harbaugh’s 
chase of Meyer is brilliant theater. 


5. SEC FAQs. Actually, it boils down 

to one question: Is there a national- 

title contender in the house? Alabama 

is everybody's knee-jerk answer, but the 
Crimson Tide faces as much uncertainty as 
they have in any recent season. Auburn 
and LSU have high hopes, but it’s hard to 
envision any West Division team running 
the table in the perceived best division in 
the perceived best conference in the land. 
Georgia stands out in the East, but the 
Bulldogs have a brutal road schedule. Chant 
“S-E-C! S-E-C!” at your own risk. 


emember, there are contracts in place 
for some of the Big Six bowls that fall 
outside of the four-team playoff. The Rose 
retains its Big Ten/Pac-12 partners; the 
Sugar will have teams from the SEC and 
Big 12. If champs from those conferences 
qualify for the playoff, then the bowl 
chooses a replacement from that league. 
The four-team playoff is almost certain 
to exclude teams from outside the Big Five 
conferences, but at least it guarantees a major 
bowl for one team from outside the power 
structure. Last year, that meant Mountain 
West champion Boise State landed in the 
Fiesta (rather than in the Las Vegas Bowl 
in the old BCS system), where the Broncos 
fabulously pulled the Statue of Liberty play 
from the archives to help defeat Arizona. 
Here is how Lindy’s sees it all shaking out 
this year: 


(Note: At-large means any team in the 
country — so probably a Big Five conference 
team, while Group means teams from the 
small conferences: Group of Five): 
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6. The Heisman pre-leaders. If you 
have to ask who Trevone Boykin is, you're 
hopelessly behind the curve. The TCU 
quarterback isn’t awash in publicity, but his 
play was spectacular in 2014 and there'll be 
no ignoring a second performance of that 
caliber. Ohio State running back Ezekiel 
Elliott joins Boykin as a front-runner, but we 
otherwise love a wide-open field like this one. 


7. Year of the Running Back. This 2015 
group is ridiculously loaded. There's Elliott, 
the breakout star of last year’s postseason, 
along with LSU monster Leonard Fournette, 
Oklahoma record-setter Samaje Perine and 
Wisconsin successor-to-the-throne Corey 
Clement. Ah, but we're just getting started: 
Georgia's Nick Chubb, Oregon's Royce Freeman, 
UCLA's Paul Perkins, Arizona's Nick Wilson, 
Pittsburgh’s James Conner, Alabama's Derrick 
Henry ... we could go on, but you get the idea. 


8, Top turf wars. The best two divisions 
in college football — SEC West and Pac-12 
South — are so much better than everybody 
else, it isn't even funny. With Arkansas 
coming along and Texas A&M widely 
expected to bounce back, the SEC West is 
deeper than ever. And once again, you might 
as well pull a name out of a hat when trying 
to pick the Pac-12 South winner ... as long 
as it doesn’t come up “Colorado,” anyway. 


PEACH BOWL 

Thursday, Dec. 31 

Atlanta, Ga. ° Georgia Dome 
At-large/Group vs. At-large/Group 
Lindy’s pick: Georgia vs. Clemson 


CFP SEMIFINAL: COTTON BOWL 
Thursday, Dec. 31 

Arlington, Texas © AT&T Stadium 
National semifinal 

Lindy’s pick: TCU vs. Alabama 


CFP SEMIFINAL: ORANGE BOWL 
Thursday, Dec. 31 

Miami ° Sun Life Stadium 
National semifinal 

Lindy’s pick: Ohio State vs. Oregon 


FIESTA BOWL 

Friday, Jan. 1 

Glendale, Ariz. ¢ Univ. of Phoenix Stadium 
At-large/Group vs. At-large/Group 

Lindy’s pick: Notre Dame vs. Boise State 


9. The Muschamp Effect. Auburn is 
paying Will Muschamp a head coach's ransom 
to be its defensive coordinator, a move 
that'll look terrible if Muschamp fails as he 
did as head coach at Florida. But why would 
he fail? Running a defense — just him, his 
players and all those beautiful X’s and 0’s — 
is the man’s sweet spot. If Muschamp makes 
the sort of impact at Auburn that many 
expect he will, watch the market value of 
the top coordinators continue to skyrocket. 


10. Do the Irish have their mojo back? 
Last season was strange and, at times, awful 
for Notre Dame, but 2015 
could be special. Good 
luck finding a team 
anywhere with more 
retuming starters than 
Brian Kelly and his 

staff have to work with. 
Offensively, this should 
be Kelly's best Irish 
team by a long 
stretch whether 
Everett Golson 

or Malik Zaire 

ends up with the 
quarterback job. An 
opening test at home 
against Texas will be 
a huge tone-setter. 


ROSE BOWL 


Friday, Jan. 1 

Pasadena, Calif. ¢ Rose Bowl 

Big Ten vs. Pac-12 

Lindy's pick: USC vs. Michigan State 


SUGAR BOWL 


Friday, Jan. 1 

New Orleans ¢ Superdome 

Big 12 vs. SEC 

Lindy’s pick: Auburn vs. Baylor 


CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 


Monday, Jan. 11 
Glendale, Arizona * Univ. of Phoenix Stadium 
Lindy’s pick: Ohio State vs. TCU 


COLLEGE FOOTBALL 
PLAYOFF 
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NEW YEAR'S EVEIT IS 


Last year's semifinals worked out like 
clockwork on New Year's Day: Oregon 
and Ohio State winning the Rose and 
Sugar bowls to advance to the national 
championship game 10 days later. 

If only it could always be that simple. 
But it’s college football. Nothing is ever that 
simple. This season, the semifinals will be 
on New Year's Eve in the Orange and Cotton 
Bowls, preceding New Year's Day for games 
that are ... well, not semifinals. 

Since there are six big games in the 
playoff rotation, the College Football 
Playoff deciders settled on a pair of 
tripleheaders on New Year's Eve and New 
Year's Day. 

An important consideration is that in 
years that the Rose and Sugar are not 
semifinals, they still hold the New Year's 
Day time slots. After all, the Rose has to 
pair up with its parade, and why would 
anyone want to mess up a New Orleans 
New Year's Eve with a football game? So, 
the games are New Year's Day in Pasadena 
and New Year's Night in New Orleans. 
Follow us so far? 

OK, so the Orange and Cotton are 
semifinals this season, and ESPN saw the 
problem of this sequence of events: The TV 
network pushed in the offseason to get the 
semifinals moved from Thursday night, 
Dec. 31, to the much-more-desirable 
Saturday, Jan. 2 slot ... but nooooo0000. 
That would make way too much sense. 

This means it’s likely that the Rose and 
Sugar will be playing on New Year's Day 
with four second-place teams, while the 
Big Ten, Pac-12, SEC and Big 12 champs 
are occupied the night before. So much for 
building continuity and momentum in 
a bowl season. 

The CFP says it set up a 12-year plan for 
tripleheaders on Dec. 31 and Jan. 1, and 


(no matter how flawed that plan is) it didn’t 


want to break that attempt to establish 
tradition in only the second year. 


TIME FOR A NICE, 
DEEP BREATH 


Folks, we have earned a deep breath, with 
the breakneck rate of changes that college 
football has embraced in the past few years. 
Consider that the WAC still existed when the 
decade began. So did the Big East. 

Nine teams have been added to the Foot- 
ball Bowl Subdivision since then, including 
2015 newbie Charlotte. The Pac-12, Big Ten 
and SEC now have their own networks. Even 
Nick Saban is running a hurry-up offense ... 
well, at least some of the time. 


OK, exhale. 

For a moment, not much has changed 
from 2014, The top teams still figure to be 
the top teams. There was one spectacular 
hire (welcome back, Jim!), but only 15 total 
coaching changes. Charlotte is the only new 
team, replacing disbanded UAB, keeping FBS 
membership at 128. Navy, no longer inde- 
pendent, has joined the American Athletic 
Conference — accounting for the sum of the 
conference alignment news. 

Now, another deep breath and hold it, 
because more change is coming. Expanded 
playoffs? An NCAA breakaway for the Big 5 
conferences? The first $10 million coach? 
Pay to play? Player unions? 


Spring Champs 


Y’all know it doesn’t count. It’s not real 
football. Two words: Glorified practice. You 
don’t even get to mock another team, make 
up funny words to their fight songs, insult 
their cheerleaders. 

In some ways, spring games are less 
important than ever — year-round 
conditioning (you know, the voluntary 
kind, wink, wink) allows teams to hit the 
ground running and do real work during 
the 14 practices before the final scrimmage. 
Yet, these are increasingly made-for-TV 
events because air time on those conference 
networks isn’t going to program itself. 

Whatever your motivation for going to 
spring games, well, bless you for it. We raise 
our Passion Bucket to you. And especially 
you, Columbus. Ohio State set a national 
record by drawing 99,391 to Ohio Stadium 
in April. Impressive. 


_—™ | tr 


Ohio State Spring Game 2015 | Photo by Khris Hale Icon Sportswire via AP Images 


In fact, the top nine spring game 
attendances came from two conferences — 
the Big Ten and SEC. Here are the figures/ 
estimates from those nine games: 


1. Ohio State: 99,391 
2. Nebraska: 76,881 

3. Penn State: 68,000 
4. Alabama: 65,175 

5, Tennessee: 63,016 
6. Auburn: 62,143 

7. Michigan: 60,000 

8. Michigan State: 48,000 


9. Georgia: 46,815 
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Heisman Watch 


A quarterback has won eight of the past nine Heismans, and 13 of 15 since 2000 


T he ol’ stiff-armed statue should be remade in the image of a player in mid-throw. 


(and that’s even including the vacated 2005 award of running back Reggie Bush). 
Do we think that trend will continue? Uh, yeah, but this is the Year of the Running Back 
(haven't you heard?), so a lot more of those rock-toting guys are going to show up on this list: 


1. Trevone Boykin, 0B, TCU — The 
senior enters the second year of a perfect 
marriage of offense and dual-threat athlete. 


2. Ezekiel Elliott, RB, Ohio State — 
Two things. One, he’s not an Ohio State 
quarterback, so we don’t have to worry 
about whether he'll play. Two, we simply 
can't forget how he rushed for 696 yards in 
the final three games of the season, against 
Wisconsin, Alabama and Oregon. Wow. 


3. An Ohio State quarterback — 
We're taking the cop-out. Take your pick 
— Cardale Jones, Braxton Miller or J.T. 
Barrett — and by the time you read this, 
there might be more clarity about the most 
fascinating quarterback race ever. 


4. Derrick Henry, RB, Alabama — He 
gets the nod over other SEC players because 


he’s playing for our projected SEC champ, 
and voters have proven they will default to 
an Alabama running back (see, Mark Ingram, 
2009). Plus, the dude is an absolute beast. 


5. Nick Chubb, RB, Georgia — He 
finished his freshman season with eight 
consecutive 100-yard performances, and the 
coaches will relentlessly feed him behind one 
of the best offensive lines in the country. 


6. Gody Kessler, 9B, USC — Uncannily 
accurate, with 39 touchdown passes, five 
interceptions and a 69.7 percent completion 
percentage last season. Now what he needs 
is for Steve Sarkisian to really turn him 
loose downfield. 


7. Deshaun Watson, 9B, Clemson — 
We're taking the view that he'll be rarin’ to fly 
for the opener as he comes back from an ACL 


injury, but does it really matter? He was good 
enough to torment and beat South Carolina last 
season when his ligament was already torn. 


8. Jeremy Johnson, 0B, Auburn — 
Everyone expects the Tigers’ new starter to be 
awesome, and it’s not as if a first-year starting 
quarterback can’t win this award. Cam 
Newton, Johnny Manziel, Jameis Winston ... 


9. Dak Prescott, QB, Mississippi State 
— Love Dak. He finished eighth in the 2014 
Heisman voting. But the Heisman is part 
function of team, and if the Bulldogs take 

a step back from a magical year, Prescott will 
be hard pressed to do more than tread water 
in the balloting. 


10. Royce Freeman, RB, Oregon — 
Oregon coaches said he was one of their 

most improved players in the spring, and 
that was after he rushed for 1,365 yards 

as a true freshman. 


HEISMAN SLEEPERS & 


1, Malik Zaire, 0B, Notre Dame — If 
the Irish quarterback situation plays out in 
his direction, Zaire showed in late-season 
games against USC and LSU that he’s capable 
of leading an offense that should finally play 
up to Brian Kelly's previous standards. 


2. Seth Russell, 08, Baylor — Whoever 
directs the Bears’ attack becomes an 
automatic Heisman candidate. 


3. Dalvin Cook, RB, Florida State — 
The dynamic sophomore plays for the right 
team and is ready to be the centerpiece of 
the FSU offense. Just hold on to the ball, 
young fella. 


4. Vernon Adams, QB, Oregon — The 
graduate transfer from Eastern Washington 
amassed 10,438 passing yards and accounted 
for 121 touchdowns at the FCS school. 
Although he won't start competing for the 
starting job until August, if anybody in the 
country has the look of plug-and-play, this 
is the guy. 


5. Somebody on the other side of the 
ball — We picked Ohio State defensive end 
Joey Bosa as our national Defensive Player of 
the Year, but he doesn’t figure to be among 
the top two Heisman candidates on his own 
team. So, let's rule him out of this discussion. 
A pair of linebackers — Arizona’s Scooby 
Wright (ninth in the Heisman last season) 
and Notre Dame's Jaylen Smith — have the 
combination of skill, stats, team and Q rating 
to at least deserve an invite to the party. 
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COACHING CHANGES 


The changes are relatively few, in part because only the firing of Bo Pelini at 
Nebraska set off a chain reaction of coaching changes — the Huskers’ hiring of Oregon 
State’s Mike Riley begat the Wisconsin opening, which begat a spot at Pittsburgh. 

One trend hasn't changed: If you want to be a college head coach, go to school to 
study offense. Of the seven assistants moving to the big-boy headsets, only one — 
Pat Narduzzi — comes from the defensive side of the ball. 


BUFFALO 
Out: Jeff Quinn 
(Alex Wood was interim coach last four games) 
In: Lance Leipold 

Let's start with a prediction: Leipold 
won't win six national titles at Buffalo, as 
he did — incredibly, in only eight seasons 
— at Division III Wisconsin-Whitewater. 
But the man’s history of gigantic success is 
not to be taken lightly. Leipold will have to 
learn to take his lumps, but there’s ground 
to be gained — immediately — in the MAC, 
and that ground will be gained with balance 
on offense, accountability on defense and 
no excuses. 


CENTRAL MICHIGAN 


Out: Dan Enos 
In: John Bonamego 

What fan base doesn’t like to see an 
alum take the reins? Problems, though: 
Bonamego, 51, is a first-time head coach — 
at any level — and he spent the past 
16 seasons coaching special teams in the 
NFL. Prior to that, the top college program 
he worked at was Army, which invites all 
sorts of questions about his recruiting 
chops. Misfit, anyone? Could be. 


COLORADO STATE 


Out: Jim McElwain 
(Dave Baldwin coached bowl game) 
In: Mike Bobo 

Last time CSU needed a new coach, it 
landed a first-timer who'd built a platform 
as an offensive coordinator for an SEC 
power. Rinse, repeat. Bobo is Georgia to 
the core, though, and seems much farther 
afield in Fort Collins than did McElwain, 
who had spent most of his life out West. 
So this is Bobo’s chance to prove himself, 
and he inherits a hard-working, high- 
achieving Rams group that should make 
the transition bearable for all involved. 
Mind you, Bobo won't have quarterback 
Garrett Grayson to run things. 


FLORIDA 


Out: Will Muschamp 
(D.J. Durkin coached bowl game) 
In: Jim McElwain 

Do Gators fans even know what a decent 
offense looks like anymore? If nothing else, 
McElwain will revive that side of the ball; 
his resume as an offensive coach borders on 
brilliant. But questions? There are a few: 
Will the program lose its defensive identity? 
Can McElwain really swim with the recruiting 
sharks in the SEC? Is a nice-guy approach 
what's needed after the tumult of Muschamp’s 
reign? Nothing less than a return to national- 
title contention will be good enough. 


HOUSTON 


Out: Tony Levine 
(David Gibbs coached bowl game) 
In: Tom Herman 

The Cougars came around defensively 
under Levine, but the offense tailed off from 
where it had been during Kevin Sumlin’s 
tenure. Herman’s job is merely to restore 
every bit of the luster to UH football, and 
that means scoring big and, of course, 
producing high-octane quarterbacks. Herman 
has a QB battle on his hands in Year 1, which 
is familiar territory for a guy who coached up 
J.T. Barrett and Cardale Jones at Ohio State. 
Herman doesn’t have that sort of talent to 
work with, but his methods are proven. 


KANSAS 


Out: Charlie Weis (Clint Bowen was interim 
coach last eight games) 
In: David Beaty 

There’s nowhere to go but up for Beaty in 
his first head coaching job, and his positive 
vibes can only help after a miserable 
Jayhawks run under the dour Weis. Will 
Beaty break through in recruiting? He'd 
better, because that’s why KU hired him. 
Retaining 2014 interim coach Clint Bowen as 
defensive coordinator was a wise move. Still, 
it's hard to envision the Jayhawks climbing 
from the depths of the Big 12 anytime soon. 


MICHIGAN 


Out: Brady Hoke 
In: Jim Harbaugh 

There’s no reason to pretend this 
wasn’t the grand-slam hire of all hires, 
right? Harbaugh reinvented the wheel at 
Stanford and then kicked it up a notch 
with the 49ers. No one else would have 
given Michigan fans reason to believe that 
toppling Urban Meyer and Ohio State is 
possible. The Buckeyes are far ahead of their 
rivals entering 2015, but watch the gap close 
quickly and dramatically. The Wolverines 
went tragically soft under Rich Rodriguez 
and then Hoke. Harbaugh will gnaw off his 
own khakis before he lets that continue. 


Jim Harbaugh | Photo by Rick Osentoski-USA TODAY Sports 
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NEBRASKA 
Out: Bo Pelini 
(Barney Cotton coached bowl game) 
In: Mike Riley 

You might've noticed that Pelini wasn’t 
exactly warm and fuzzy. Riley is perhaps 
the most likeable person in this dog-eat-dog 
sport: Everybody loves the guy. So there's 
that; Big Red Nation will like its new coach 
a whole lot. But will Riley continue — 
let alone improve upon — the program’s 
maddening run of seven consecutive four- 
loss seasons? On the one hand, this hire was 
inspired by a desire for happiness, but don’t 
kid yourself: The program is desperate to 
move up in the Big Ten. It seems to point 
to a new reality for Huskers’ fans: Are they 
ready to deal with more also-ran seasons if 
their coach conducts himself well? Or will 
Riley show that nice guys can finish first? 


OREGON STATE 
Out: Mike Riley 
In: Gary Andersen 

Riley's fan base — which includes the 
media covering the program — will have 
to get used to a guy who doesn’t ooze 
friendliness, longing only to instill toughness 
in his team. Andersen's choice to leave 
Wisconsin for Corvallis remains befuddling 
from purely a football standpoint, but we get 
it; that part of the country is more Andersen's 
speed, and he'll have unadulterated power 
at OSU that he never was going to have in 
Madison. Lots of luck chasing the fellas from 
Eugene though. 


PITTSBURGH 
Out: Paul Chryst 
(Joe Rudolph coached bowl game) 
In: Pat Narduzzi 

Imagine that, a new football coach at 
Pittsburgh. At least Chryst gave the Panthers 
three seasons of stability, although those 
seasons reeked of .500 results. Meanwhile, 
Narduzzi, having dialed up Michigan State’s 
defense as its coordinator, became one of 
the hottest assistants in the land. If Pitt was 
going to go the assistant route all along, 
Narduzzi would have to have been seen as 
a home run. But remember, this is his first 
time running a program. 


SMU 


Out: June Jones 
(Tom Mason was interim coach last 10 games) 
In: Chad Morris 

No-brainer alert: The Mustangs perked up 
with their hire. Morris is an offensive whiz 
whose wide-open style meshes beautifully 
with much of Texas’ high school scene. More 
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to the point, SMU — coming off a hideous 
1-11 campaign — needed a heavy dose of 
hope, and Morris provides that and then 
some, There will be a sizable leap in the 
AAC standings in Year 1. 


TROY 


Out: Larry Blakeney 
In: Neal Brown 

All Brown, a first-time head coach, has to 
do at Troy is create a new identity after the 
Trojans’ 24-year run under Larry Blakeney. And 
that'll be, well, hugely difficult. But Brown, 
only 35, is a real go-getter, having done solid 
work as offensive coordinator and quarterbacks 
coach at Texas Tech and Kentucky. Before that, 
he coached at Troy, so he shouldn't be out of 
his depth. This looks like an ideal fit. 


TULSA 
Out: Bill Blankenship 
In: Philip Montgomery 

If you like Art Briles — and who doesn’t? 
— then you have to like this hire by Tulsa. 
Unlike Blankenship, who was a hugely 
successful high school coach in the city, 
Montgomery brings all the glitter of having 
called plays at Baylor during the Bears’ 
transformation from laughingstocks to 
college football titans. Tulsa’s horrendous 
performance the past two seasons might 
soon be forgotten. 


UNLV 
Out: Bobby Hauck 
In: Tony Sanchez 

Consider this a Vegas-style roll of the dice: 
Sanchez is a high school coach gone wild 
with an opportunity to hit it big — unless 
he flames out as so many previous UNLV 
leaders have. There are only so many Bishop 
Gorman players Sanchez can land, but that 
feels like a slight against the man and there's 
no reason yet to assume he’s not prepared 
for what awaits him. For now, the rest of the 
Mountain West remains unworried. 


WISCONSIN 


Out: Gary Andersen 
(Barry Alvarez coached bowl game) 
In: Paul Chryst 

Chryst was offensive coordinator for some 
of the best Badgers’ units on record, but one 
must ask — is he best-suited as an OC? The 
Pittsburgh years were uninspiring. Chryst 
doesn’t have the resume of Andersen, let 
alone that of Bret Bielema or Barry Alvarez. 
But he's a Madison man, a native and an 
alum, and after surprisingly losing back- 
to-back coaches to other college programs, 
that’s worth something. 


COACHES ON 
THE HOT SEAT 


You have seen the hirings, what about 
the impeding firings? Start looking here: 


1, Mike London, Virginia — He's 
23-38 in five seasons, has had one 
winning record, has yet to beat Virginia 
Tech, and has seemed to misplace his 
offensive playbook. He's recruited well, 
but other than that ... 


2. Norm Chow, Hawaii — Getting 

a deserved chance at a head coaching 
job hasn't been all Chow — or the 
Warriors — hoped it would be as a likely 
last chapter to a great career. He’s 8-29 
in three seasons. 


3. Paul Rhoads, lowa State — 
Rhoads wants to be in Ames — which 
is much more than can be said of many 
of his predecessors — and a contract 
through 2021 provides a measure of 
protection. The 2-16 record in the 

Big 12 and season-opening losses to FCS 
schools in each of the past two seasons 
.-. Well, those tell a different story. 


4. Tim Beckman, Illinois — He's 
gone from two to four to six wins in his 
three seasons with the Illini, so what's 
the problem? Thing is, you can only 
count maybe two of those victories as 
“decent,” and the 4-20 conference mark 
is hard to miss. Any kudos for eking 
into a bowl game last season was erased 
by a subsequent loss to Louisiana Tech. 


5, Willie Taggart, USF — He had to 
clean out his coordinators after last season, 
his second at the school, and that’s never 
a good sign to have to do that so soon. He 
needs his recruiting advantages to kick in 
.. Tight ... about ... now. 


6. Kirk Ferentz, lowa — Hate to 
put him on the list, but the Hawkeyes 
missed a golden opportunity last season 
when they went 7-5 against a once-in-a- 
generation soft schedule, followed by a 
blowout bowl loss to Tennessee. Yes, we 
know his buyout is north of a cool $13 
million, but he keeps drifting closer to 
a breaking point after several seasons 

of not being particularly relevant. 


Others: Larry Fedora, North Carolina; 
Kevin Wilson, Indiana; Al Golden, 
Miami; Darrell Hazel, Purdue 
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WHO DOES IT BEST 
(OR WORST} 


Based on 2014 numbers ... 


Game pace: 
Fastest tempo: 
Baylor, 87.5 plays per game 


Slowest tempo: 
New Mexico, 61.25 plays per game 


Based just on number of plays, Baylor's 
players experienced nearly four more games 
of college football than the Lobos. Do we 
call that “value” or “a safety issue?” 


Longest average game: 
Baylor, 3:40 


Shortest average game: 
Old Dominion, 3:07 


Big plays: 
Most plays of 20-plus yards: 
Marshall, 111 


Most plays of 50-plus yards: 
Colorado State, 19 


Most yards per play: 
Marshall, 7.59 


Fewest yards per play: 
Wake Forest, 3.38 


Big paychecks: 
Most money per coach: 
SEC West; all seven coaches make 
more than $4 million per year. And yet 
someone will finish last. 


Best coaching staff value 
(via USA Today figures): 
Northern Illinois, $116,820 per win (11) 
Worst coaching staff value: 
Colorado, $2,302,000 per win (2) 
Pick ‘em: 
Best record vs. the spread: 
TCU, 11-2 


Worst record vs. the spread: 
UConn, 2-10 


Top 12 
Non-Conference 
Games 


1, Oregon at Michigan State, Sept. 12 
— Spartans might need to plant some turf 
monsters in their grass to slow down the 
Ducks, because none of their defenders did in 
the second half of last year’s game in Eugene. 


2. Alabama vs. Wisconsin 
(Arlington), Sept. 5 — Offseason prayers 
said by Tide fans: Please don’t let us lose back- 
to-back games to the Big Ten, please don’t let 
us lose back-to-back games to the Big Ten ... 


3. Arizona State vs. Texas A&M 
(Houston), Sept. 5 — College football 
needs more — much, much more — of 
Pac-12 vs. SEC action, and this is what we're 
talking about. ASU's feisty new QB, Mike 
Bercovici, takes on one who got away from 
the Devils — A&M's Kyle Allen (Scottsdale). 


4. Notre Dame at Clemson, Oct. 3 — 
Given the location, this ranks as the Irish’s 
toughest test in a season of tough tests. 
Either team can make a legit playoff run. 


5. Michigan at Utah, Sept. 3 — Let's 
just get this Harbaugh party started. 


6. Ohio State at Virginia Tech, Sept. 7 
— OSU's title defense begins against the 
one team that tripped up the Buckeyes last 


season when J.T. Barrett was still getting his 
feet wet. Seems like sooaoo long ago. 


7, USC at Notre Dame, Oct. 17 — Steve 
Sarkisian won his coaching debut in the rivalry 
last season, and Cody Kessler became the first 
quarterback to throw five scoring passes in 

a half against the Irish. ND's D was far from 
healthy that afternoon, though, and the stakes 
should be much greater this time around. 


8. Oklahoma at Tennessee, Sept. 12 
— Young Vols weren't ready last year when 
they traveled to Norman in September, losing 
34-10. Could be a much different story this 
season. 


9. Texas at Notre Dame, Sept. 5 — It’s 
the Longhorns’ first trip to South Bend since 
1995, and it’s going to be in prime time. 
Let's do this more often, guys. 


10. Auburn vs. Louisville (Atlanta), 
Sept. 5 — Two teams kick the tires on 
promising quarterbacks, Auburn with Jeremy 
Johnson and Louisville with, presumably, 
Reggie Bonnafon. 


11. Georgia Tech at Notre Dame, 
Sept. 19 — Georgia Tech is coming off an 
11-win season, and its option attack, fueled 
by quarterback Justin Thomas, will be a firm 
test for the Irish defense. 


12. Nebraska at Miami, Sept. 19 — It’s 
not your father’s Miami-Nebraska game, but 
we can pretend, can't we? 


Oregon vs. Michigan State | Photo by Scott Olmos-USA TODAY Sports 
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Alabama vs. Auburn | Marvin Gentry-USA TODAY Sports 


Top l2 
Conference Games 


1. Alabama at Auburn, Nov. 28 — You 
want a College Football Playoff that has 
quarterfinals? How about one with a round 

of 16? That's basically what we're looking at 
here, as it’s perfectly likely both teams will 
be staring at a scenario in which it has to win 
the Iron Bowl, the SEC title game, a national 
semifinal and then the championship. 


2. Baylor at TCU, Nov. 27 — Let's go 
back five years. Baylor was coming off 14 
consecutive losing seasons since joining 

the Big 12. TCU was in the Mountain West 
Conference. What would have been the odds 
that this matchup would become THE rivalry 
in the Big 12? This series took a colossal leap 
forward last season in a 61-58 win for the 
Bears, a result that ultimately stiff-armed 
the Horned Frogs right out of the College 
Football Playoff while not doing enough for 
Baylor's cred. This rematch should have it all: 
The highest of stakes, revenge, bitterness ... 
all played out at neck-cracking speed. 


3. Ohio State at Michigan, Nov. 28 — 
Come for the rivalry, definitely stay for the 
postgame handshake. 


4. Alabama at Georgia, Oct. 3 — First 
trip Between the Hedges for the Tide since 
2008, which was three national titles ago 
for Nick Saban. Loser here has ample time 
to regroup for a run at the SEC title game, 
which is exactly what we expect to happen. 


5. USC at Oregon, Nov. 21 — Back on 
the cross-division schedule after a two- 
year hiatus, this could be the first of two 
meetings in a span of three weeks. 


6. Florida State at Clemson, Nov. 7 
— Tigers QB Deshaun Watson gets a second 


crack at the ‘Noles, who stole one in OT last 
season in Tallahassee. Winner takes the 
ACC Atlantic. 


7. Michigan State at Ohio State, Nov. 21 
— Last we checked, these are still the two 
best teams in the Big Ten. 


8. LSU at Alabama, Nov. 7 — This 
matchup rarely disappoints. And we'd be 
happy if this was just half the classic of last 
year's game. Alabama, after coughing up a 
late fumble inside the 10, ended up driving 
for a tying field goal, then went into Lane 
Kiffin’s bag of tricks to complete a 24-yard 
overtime pass to 304-pound Brandon Greene. 


9. Michigan State at Michigan, Oct. 17 
— Sparty has won six of the past seven 
meetings, and this is really the last chance 
for Big Blue fans to blame the coaching, as 
in, “We would have won this game if that 
bleeping Hoke had recruited better.” 


10. TCU at Oklahoma, Nov. 21 — Given 
the opponent and time of the season, this 
one has more implications for OU than the 
Red River Showdown vs. Texas. TCU won 
37-33 last season with the help of a late 
fourth-down stop. 


11. Wisconsin at Nebraska, Oct. 10 
— Because someone has to win the Big Ten 
West, and two new coaches really want to 
do it. 


12. Georgia at Auburn, Nov. 14 — 
Let’s see what the Tigers have left in the 
tank, as this is the end of a four-game 
stretch that begins at Arkansas, vs. Ole Miss 
and at Texas A&M. 


BONUS: Arizona at Arizona State 

(Nov. 21), UCLA at USC (Nov. 28): The Pac-12 
South isn’t quite the SEC West, but it’s close, 
and this late sequence of rivalry games 
likely will tell the tale. 
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Muschamp, playing the Buck position, a with nine tackles (and, whoa, still earned 
play-making hybrid defensive end/outside honorable mention All-ACC honors from 


linebacker spot. Basically, the former No. the coaches), but underwent two knee 
1-rated high school defensive end will surgeries, the first for torn meniscus. He 
be this year’s college football version of was third-team All-ACC in 2013, and his 


Dante Fowler Jr., who manned the Buck for _ return helps give the Hokies perhaps the 
Muschamp last season at Florida. The Tigers’ _saltiest defense in the league. 
pass rush needs Lawson in a huge way, too; 


they had a mere 21 sacks last year. Braxton Miller, OB, Ohio State — 
The Buckeyes showed last season that 
Luther Maddy, DT, Virginia Tech they don’t need Braxton Miller. Of course, 
* — He played in just the first four games, they want Braxton Miller. But it’s going 


as 


Comeback 
Kids 


Here are 15 players ready for launch in 
2015 after suffering major injuries in 2014: 


Bralon Addison, WR, Oregon — The 
Ducks made it all the way to the national 
championship game after being without 

one of their top playmakers all season. The 
speedy Addison suffered a torn ACL in the 
spring of 2014, on the heels of a sophomore 
season in which he caught 61 passes for 890 
yards and seven touchdowns. This spring, 

he shed plenty of rust. 


Kenny Bigelow, DT, USC — He was 

a top-10 recruit in 2013, then redshirted, 
then tore an ACL last summer during a 
voluntary workout. Bigelow, expected to be 
in the rotation in USC's three-man front, 
was limited to individual work this spring 
but looked fit at a trimmer 285 pounds. Not 
everyone can follow his diet, though. He 
said he lost three pounds just by cutting 
off his dreadlocks. 


Kenyan Drake, RB, Alabama — 

If you search “Kenyan Drake injury,” 
you'll be directed to a YouTube video 

that comes with this caution: “WARNING: 
graphic footage.” Yeah. It’s not pretty. 
That gruesome broken leg, suffered Oct. 4 
against Ole Miss, cost him the rest of the 
season, but he was well on his way back to 
100 percent in the spring. He's a much- 
needed second-stringer to Derrick Henry 
and/or a wideout for Lane Kiffin to use as 
he sees fit. 


Carl Lawson, DE, Auburn — 

A Freshman All-American in 2013, he 
suffered a torn ACL last spring and sat 
out the 2014 season. He was back in a big 
way this spring for new coordinator Will 


; 


Oregon Ducks wide receiver Bralon Addison | Photo by Jerome Miron-USA TODAY Sports 
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to be tricky, and he was still recovering 
from shoulder surgery during the spring, 
and rumors were swirling, and dang these 
print deadlines ... so, uh, check back at 
LindysSports.com as news breaks. 


Jamal Palmer, DE, Baylor — He 
played in five games last season before an 
ACL tear wiped out the rest of his season. 
The senior, a former honorable mention All- 
Big 12 pick, is healthy and ready to rejoin 
a loaded Bears front. 


Jabrill Peppers, S, Michigan — Heck 
of a departing gift left by Brady Hoke. 
Rated as the No. 3 prospect in the 2014 
class by 247Sports, Peppers played in three 
games last season before injuries piled up 
and he was able to take a redshirt. Jim 
Harbaugh will turn him loose all over the 
field and into the backfield as a multi- 
purpose weapon, and the coach offered the 
highest praise at the end of the spring, 
saying, “He's been A-plus.” 


Michael Rose-Ivey, LB, Nebraska 

— He set a school freshman record with 

66 tackles in 2013, including 49 in the 
final five games, but a knee injury in fall 
camp kept him on the sideline all of last 
season. He's working at an outside spot for 
coordinator Mark Banker, one of the best in 
the business. 


Deshaun Watson, QB, Clemson — 
The college football world is his. We only 
got a peek at what he could do before 

an ACL tear shut him down ... but that 
peek was spectacular. He completed 67.9 
percent of his passes (93 of 137) for 
1,466 yards, with 14 touchdowns and two 
interceptions. He added five touchdowns 
on the ground. 


Kelby Brown, LB; Braxton Deaver, 
TE, Duke — Each suffered ACL tears in 
August and were subsequently granted a 
sixth year of eligibility by the NCAA. That's 
found gold for David Cutcliffe, who gets back 
an All-ACC linebacker who had 114 tackles, 
including 11 for loss, in 2013, and a tight 
end who caught 46 passes for 600 yards that 
season. Cutcliffe said both should be 100 
percent in camp. 


Laquon Treadwell, WR; Denzel 
Nkemdiche, LB; Laremy Tunsil, 

OT, Ole Miss — Treadwell’s goal-line leg 
fracture was gruesome; Nkemdiche played in 
just seven games because of a broken ankle; 
Tunsil suffered a fractured leg in the bowl 
game. When healthy, all three are among the 
best in the nation at their positions. 


WINNING IN FEBRUARY 


The industry standard for team recruiting rankings comes from the 247Sports’ 
Composite, which equally balances the ratings from multiple major services, including, 
of course, its own. 

Since Alabama has been No. 1 in those composite rankings in each of the past five 
years, we had a pretty good idea which team was going to come out on top once we 
crunched the numbers for a longer snapshot of signing days, 2011 through 2015. After 
that, though ... well, let’s see what happened. 

OK, you have your usual suspects, and note that the top three teams account for 
the past four national championships. Aha! Recruiting rankings have predictive value! 
Who'd a thunk? 

But also note what you don’t see. No TCU. No Wisconsin. No Michigan State. There are 
always exceptions. Wonderful, happy, exceptions. 

When it comes to recruiting, we do love our sleeper stories — Arizona linebacker 
Scooby Wright and Colorado State’s Rashard Higgins to name two. Higgins, in the kind of 
false precision inherent to these kind of rankings, was tabbed as the 176th best receiver 
in the 2013 class, 175 spots below Laquon Treadwell. Not much difference now, right? 

As a prognostication tool, the recruiting rankings often break down on an individual 
basis — because sometimes guys simply end up as Peaked In High School Rob Lowe — 
although a group of four- and five-star guys is probably going to end up beating your 
group of two- and three-stars. 

Check out the Top 25 teams for the past five years of recruiting, using the cumulative 
247Sports’ point value: 


RK. TEAM POINTS 
1, Alabama 1,558.69 
2. Ohio State 1,438.75 
3. Florida State 1,420.09 
4, LSU 1,387.33 
Se USC y ee a 1'982.:77: % 
6. Georgia 1,366.07 
7. Aubum 1,348.05 
8. Florida 1,334.08 
9. Notre Dame 1,327.39 
10. Texas 1,327.18 
11, Clemson 1,283.42 
12; Tennessee 1,267.41 
13. TexasA&M = = 1,255.40 
14, Oklahoma 1,245.62 
15. Oregon = 1,210.39 
16. Michigan 1,204.27 
SLT PULA es 819867, 
18. South Carolina 1,190.32 
(19. © Mian 128516. 
20. Ole Miss 1,176.85 
(21, Stanford == 1,139.29 
22. Washington 1,088.52 
23. Nebraska 1,079.10 
24, Virginia Tech 1,071.09 


25. Mississippi State 1,070.01 ~—_Nick Saban | Photo by Marvin Gentry-USA TODAY Sports 
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By the time NFL commissioner Roger 
Goodell announced the first pick of the 
2015 NFL Draft, our pals at NFLDraftScout. 
com had long been scouting, evaluating, 
breaking down the next wave of 
prospects. A year away from the 2016 
draft, here is who they had as the top five 
seniors on their draft board at each major 
position group. Check out NFLDraftScout. 
com to see how it changes once the games 
begin. 


AUBURN 


Duke Williams | Photo by RD Moore 
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SNEAK PEAK 


QUARTERBACK 
1. Connor Cook Michigan State 
2. Dak Prescott Mississippi State — 
3. Trevone Boykin TCU 
4. Kevin Hogan Stanford 
5. Cody Kessler USC 
RUNNING BACK 
1. Devontae Booker Utah 
2. Byron Marshall Oregon 
3. Jonathan Williams Arkansas 
4. Tra Carson Texas A&M 
5. Keith Marshall Georgia 
WIDE RECEIVER 
1. Duke Williams Auburn 
2. Josh Doctson TCU 
3. Nelson Spruce Colorado 
4. Quinshad Davis North Carolina 
5. Leonte Carroo Rutgers 
TIGHT END 
1. Kyle Carter Penn State 
2. Dillon Gordon LSU 
3. Nick Vannett Ohio State 
4. Darion Griswold Arkansas State 
5. Jay Rome Georgia 
CENTER 
1. Max Tuerk USC 
2. Isaac Seumalo Oregon State 
3. Mike Matthews Texas A&M 
4. Nick Martin Notre Dame — 
5. Jake Brendel UCLA 
OFFENSIVE GUARD 
1. Vadal Alexander LSU 
2. Landon Turner North Carolina 
3. Christian Westerman Arizona State 
4. Cody Whitehair Kansas State 
5. Jordan Rigsbee California 
OFFENSIVE TACKLE 
1. Taylor Decker Ohio State 
2. Spencer Drango Baylor 
3. Tyler Johnstone Oregon 
4. Le’Raven Clark Texas Tech 
5. Tyler Marz Wisconsin 


DEFENSIVE END 
1. Shawn Oakman Baylor 
2. Shilique Calhoun = Michigan State 
3. DeForest Buckner Oregon 
4. Bronson Kaufusi Brigham Young 
5. Charles Tapper Oklahoma 
DEFENSIVE TACKLE 
1. Sheldon Day Notre Dame 
2. Adolphus Washington Ohio State 
3. Anthony Zettel Penn State 
4. Antwaun Woods USC 
5. Josh Tupou Colorado 
OUTSIDE LINEBACKER 
1. Jordan Jenkins Georgia 
2. Eric Striker Oklahoma — 
3. Terrance Smith Florida State 
4. Joshua Perry Ohio State 
5. Dadi Nicolas Virginia Tech 
INSIDE LINEBACKER 
1. Reggie Ragland Alabama 
2. Rodney Hardrick Oregon 
3. Cassanova McKinzy Auburn 
4. Kentrell Brothers Missouri 
5. Reggie Northrup Florida State 
CORNERBACK 
1. Wayne Lyons Michigan 
2. Fabian Moreau UCLA 
3. Jonathan Jones Auburn 
4. Kevon Seymour USC 
5. Taveze Calhoun Mississippi State 
STRONG SAFETY 
1. Jeremy Cash Duke 
2. Karl Joseph West Virginia 
3. Michael Caputo Wisconsin 
4. Kenny Iloka TCU 
5. Isaiah Johnson South Carolina 
FREE SAFETY 
1. Jalen Mills LSU 
2. Jamal Golden Georgia Tech 
3. Kodi Whitfield Stanford 
4. Deon Bush Miami 
5. LaDarrell McNeil Tennessee 
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NATIONAL RECRUITING 


National Top 25 
By Barton Simmons 


Alabama 


For the unprecedented fifth consecutive year, Alabama 
landed the No. 1 class in the country and this time around Nick Saban did it with 
six 247Sports Composite five-stars, more than any other program. He also did it 
with a diverse geographical mix. 


Calvin Ridley out of Fort Lauderdale was the nation’s top receiver and the high- 
est ranked player for the Tide at No. 11 overall. Blake Barnett comes in as the 
nation’s No, 2 pro-style quarterback all the way from southern California. The Tide 
landed two of the top five cornerbacks with Kendall Sheffield out of Texas and 
Minkah Fitzpatrick out of New Jersey, both five-stars as well. More running back 
reinforcements are also on the way with the No. 1 running back in the country — 
Damien Harris — picking Alabama over his home-state Wildcats of Kentucky. 


Even despite all of those elite skill players, the strength of this version of No. 1 
for Alabama may be on the offensive interior. One year after bringing in a lot of 
edge tackle talent, Alabama brought in the nation’s best crop of interior linemen 
with four of the nation's top 20 offensive guards. Included in that group is Dallas 
Warmack, the younger brother of current Tennessee Titan Chance Warmack. 

In addition, Richie Petitbon and Lester Cotton are the nation’s fifth and fourth 
ranked guards respectively. 


For the second consecutive year, Steve Sarkisian had a 
near perfect finish to his recruiting class and this time it nearly resulted in 
the nation’s top class. USC finished No. 2 by the narrowest of margins in 
the history of modern recruiting so this class features plenty of No. 1 
characteristics. 

Among those characteristics, USC was able to land the No.1 cornerback in the 
country according to 247Sports Composite in Iman “Biggie” Marshall. Marshall 
is the No. 4 player overall and committed to the Trojans on National Signing Day 
ina music video. Marshall was joined on Signing Day with announcements from 
five-star defensive tackle Rasheem Green and Top100 linebacker John Houston 
for USC. Houston is part of the top linebacking class in the country. 


|n addition to the long, athletic Houston, USC signed the two best players in 
Utah, both elite linebackers. Porter Gustin was the No. 4 outside linebacker in the 
country and at 6-5, 245 pounds, he could play almost any position on the field. 
Osa Masina was the No. 3 linebacker in the country and can do it all on either 
side of the ball as well. 


Other highlights of the class include the nation’s No. 1 offensive guard, Chuma 
Edoga, choosing USC all the way from Georgia, as well as two four-star Army 
All-American quarterbacks in Ricky Town and Sam Darnold. In total, USC had 
11. U.S. Army All-American’s in 2015. 


Even as talented as Florida State's roster has become under 
Jimbo Fisher, this 2015 class has several players that could see the field 
immediately for the Seminoles and no one is more ready than five-star safety 
Derwin James. At 6-2, 201 pounds, James is athletically gifted as any skill player 
in the nation for the class of 2015 and good enough to compete for a starting job 
as a true freshman. 


Just as talented, though maybe not as college ready, is Virginia native Josh 
Sweat who brings as much edge athleticism as any pass-rusher in the country. 
Sweat and James are two of the four five-stars heading to Tallahassee, with 
the other two being big-bodied athletic wide receiver George Campbell and 
6-3 cornerback Tarvarus McFadden. 


The quarterback position was well-addressed for Florida State as well as 
Jimbo Fisher looks to add depth following the departure of Jameis Winston to the 
NFL. Deondre Francois was the No. 3 pro-style quarterback in the country and 
De’Andre Johnson was one of the state of Florida's most productive quarterbacks 
over the last four years. 


Other major talents who should be factors down the road for Florida State 
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include Top100 offensive tackle Abdul Bello, a 6-6, 295-pound mammoth talent, 
as well as running back Jacques Patrick, who at 6-2, 230-pounds can step in to 
provide a powerful complement to Dalvin Cook. 


4. Tennessee 


While the verdict is still out as to what kind of success Butch 
Jones can bring to Tennessee on the field, all doubt is gone as to what Jones can 
do on the recruiting trail. Jones upped his 2014 Top 10 class with a Top 5 finish in 
2015, and he did it while addressing all the remaining talent voids on the current 
roster. 


While the 2014 class was heavy on skill talent, 2015 brings some of the best 
line of scrimmage prospects in the country to Knoxville and five-star defensive 
tackle Kahlil McKenzie out of California leads the way. McKenzie at 6-3, 354 
pounds will be a force on the defensive line for the Vols, eating up blockers and 
affecting the entire defense. Also on the line of scrimmage will be Nashville native 
Kyle Phillips, who emerged as one of the nation’s top defensive linemen late in 
the process. He will complement Derek Bamett nicely. Four-star offensive tackles 
Drew Richmond and Jack Jones were the two best offensive linemen in Tennes- 
see and should immediately bolster the offensive front as well. 


Another area that Tennessee needed to add talent was at quarterback and with 
the additions of Jauan Jennings, Quinten Dormady and Sheriron Jones, the Vols 
are landing a rare class of three four-star quarterbacks. To top it off, Tennessee 
got the No. 2 junior college prospect in the country, former Alabama running back 
Alvin Kamara. We expect Kamara to impact the Tennessee offense immediately. 


In recent years, LSU has come to be known as a destination 
for elite defensive back and running back talent and that holds true in the 2015 
class for the Tigers. Kevin Toliver Il, out of Jacksonville, continues LSU's tradition 
of big, athletic comnerbacks, bringing his 6-2 frame to Baton Rouge as the No. 2 
cornerback in the nation. New Orleans native Donte Jackson doesn't have that 
kind of size, al 5-11, but he has unmatched speed and athleticism. He'll join 
Toliver in that always talented defensive backfield. 

At running back, LSU has accumulated three Top247 backs, all with the size 
and power that has become the standard in Death Valley. David Ducre (5-11/238), 
Derrius Guice (5-11/213) and Nick Brossette (6-0/210) are alll elite next-level 
prospects that can run through or around defenses. 

Tyron Johnson brings size to the Tigers as well, but he brings it to the outside 
as a wide receiver. If LSU can find some quarterback play, Johnson should be 
a dynamic threat on the outside under Cam Cameron. The protection should be 
there. You won't find two better-looking offensive line prospects than 6-6, 305 
pound Chidi Valentine-Okeke and 6-4.5, 340-pound guard Maea Teuhema. 


6. Georgia 


In a year that was absolutely loaded with big-time defensive 
line talent, the best of the bunch was south Georgia monster Trent Thompson. 
Thompson and his No. 1 ranking nationally stayed in state, signing with Georgia 
and ensuring that Mark Richt would bring home a Top 10 class for the second 
straight year. 


Along with Thompson, Georgia added the No. 5 strongside defensive end 
(Jonathan Ledbetter) and the No. 5, 8, 9 and 15th ranked weakside defensive 
ends (Natrez Patrick, D'Andre Walker, Chauncey Rivers, Michael Barnett). With 
outside linebacker Roquan Smith added to the mix, defensive coordinator Jeremy 
Pruitt’s front seven should be in great hands moving forward. 


One of the most college-ready players to join the Georgia roster will be Columbia 
(Tenn.) Central tight end Jackson Harris. The 6-6, 250-pound prospect is not only 
an athletic pass catcher, but he's willing and able to block in the run game as well. 
While he may not be quite the college-ready talent that Harris is, Terry Godwin is 
aname to know as well. As versatile and athletic as any prospect in the country, 
Godwin is the nation’s top athlete and can play either side of the ball in Athens. 
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While the significant bump from their national championship 
run should come in the 2016 class, Urban Meyer and the Buckeyes did plenty of 
work in 2015 to position themselves for several more runs at a title. 


After a season in which three quarterbacks played at All-American levels for 
Ohio State, it’s only fitting that two more four-stars are on their way to Columbus. 
Fort Lauderdale native Torrance Gibson may be the most athletic quarterback 
in the country and will be a great fit for Urban Meyer's offense, but there weren't 
many quarterbacks anywhere in the country that were more efficient and produc- 
tive than in-state four-star Joe Burrow. Between the two, the depth at the position 
just keeps piling under Urban Meyer. 


We love the way Ohio State evaluated at the defensive back position with guys 
like Denzel Ward and Joshua Norwood being stowaway players that can develop 
into NFL-type talents as they get bigger and stronger. The same can be said 
at offensive line. Ohio State recruited mass, size and upside up front with 6-9, 
305-pounder Kevin Feder being the biggest and Army All-American guard 
Matthew Burrell being maybe the most physically ready. 


At linebacker, the nation’s No. 2 outside linebacker Justin Hilliard is joined 
by the No. 4 athlete in the country Jerome Baker as athletic front-seven talents, 
but the best of the class may be Cleveland St. Ignatius defensive end Dre’Mont 
Jones who was a standout in the U.S. Army All-American Game. 


Quietly Clemson has established itself as one of the top 
recruiting programs in the country under Dabo Swinney and the 2015 effort was 
as strong as any for the Tigers. With the No. 2 wide receiver in the country in 
Deon Cain and the No. 7 athlete in the country in Ray Ray McCloud III, Clemson 
has continued its incredible success recruiting elite skill players out of Florida, but 
the Tigers expanded to new territory as well with the signing of five-star defensive 
tackle Christian Wilkins out of Connecticut. 


More regionally, Clemson found success in Georgia with Mitch Hyatt, the No. 2 
offensive tackle in the country, and Austin Bryant, the No. 12 weakside defensive 
end. It also won a battle or two with rival South Carolina, most notably for defen- 
sive back Mark Fields. Fields was one of the top commits in South Carolina's 
2015 class before decommitting and choosing the Tigers. 


Out of Virginia, linebacker Chad Smith is one of the most athletic defenders in 
the entire class regardless of position, and Clelin Ferrell is a 6-5 edge-rusher to 
complement Wilkins in the middle. 


Clemson looks all set at quarterback for a couple of years with Deshaun Watson 
under center, but that should give super-productive in-state talent Kelly Bryant 
some time to develop. At 6-4, 200-plus pounds with athleticism, Bryant has the 
tools. 


Alate recruiting push buoyed by the arrival of defensive 
coordinator Will Muschamp helped push the Tigers into the national Top 10 on 
Signing Day — and much of that push was thanks to a strong close in the state of 
Florida, Within that close, Auburn signed Seffner (Fla.) Armwood defensive end 
Byron Cowart, the No. 3 player in the country and No. 1 weakside defensive end. 
Cowart is also the first guy you want walking off the bus on any team. 


Along with Cowart, Auburn's late surge in the state of Florida included pickups 
from a phenomenal pass-rushing outside linebacker in Jeffery Holland, a dynamic 
slot receiver in Ryan Davis and one of the fastest prospects in the nation in two- 
way threat Javarius Davis. 


Cowart is as college ready as anyone in the country, but Auburn also landed a 
prospect that has as much or more upside than any other prospect in the country. 
Prince Tega Wanogho Jr. is 6-8, 250 pounds, with elite athleticism, who is only 
one year in to the sport of football. He reclassified late from the class of 2016 
to the class of 2015. The defensive end is the kind of physical freak that could 
develop into a Shawn Oakman-type of talent down the line. 
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Five-star junior college running back Jovon Robinson, T0p100 athlete Kerryon 
Johnson, and athletic in-state linebacker Richard McBryde are all headline-worthy 
signees as well that could be early playing-time types. 


10. Texas 


After Texas A&M began to take the state away from the 
Longhoms over the past two years on the recruiting trail, Charlie Strong reclaimed 
some footing in 2015. One of the biggest turning points for Texas was the 
commitment of five-star linebacker Malik Jefferson, the best outside linebacker in 
the 2015 class and a freakish athlete. A longtime Texas A&M lean, Jefferson 
symbolized a turning point for Texas and it foreshadowed a slew of big-time 
in-state pickups late. 

After Jefferson's commitment, a flurry of late pickups followed. Four-star Dallas 
linebacker Anthony Wheeler joined Jefferson to form one of the more athletic line- 
backer duos in the country. Holton Hill and Kris Boyd are two of the best in-state 
defensive backs in the 2015 class, and Chris Warren is a 6-2, 240-pound running 
back that happens to have elite speed as well. 


Quarterback continues to be a point of emphasis for Charlie Strong and of- 
fensive coordinator Shawn Watson and the 2015 class saw the Longhorns steal 
Florida State commit Kai Locksley to answer that question, 


Strong also dipped into his old Florida stomping ground to land four elite 
prospects led by Tallahassee wide receiver John Burt, the No. 14 wideout in the 
nation. 


Texas A&M 


The Aggies just missed out on another Top 10 class but still 
managed to hit on some crucial pieces in taking the next step under Kevin Sumiin. 
Most notably, another elite quarterback is heading to College Station in Kyler 
Murray. The No. 1 dual-threat quarterback in the country, Murray accumulated 
more than 10,000 passing yards and 4,000 rushing yards over the course of his 
high school career, as well as 186 total touchdowns. 


As exciting as those quarterbacks are though, more important for Texas A&M 
was the addition they were able to garner on the defensive front. Five-star defen- 
sive tackle Daylon Mack is the kind of force up front on defense that the Aggies 
have been missing. Also on defense, the Aggies added two elite safeties in Justin 
Dunning and Larry Pryor and a U.S. Army All-American on the defensive line in 
James Lockhart. 

While the defense is getting upgrades, the offense is getting reinforcements. 
Arizona native Christian Kirk is may be the top slot receiver in the country and 
should be very productive immediately for the Aggies. We also think that Keaton 
Sutherland is an offensive tackle that has a shot to continue Texas A&M's trend 
of putting offensive tackles into the first round of the NFL draft. 


With the departure of Brett Hundley to the NFL and the 
quarterback job wide open, UCLA's most important piece of the 2015 puzzle came 
in the form of quarterback Josh Rosen, a rare talent that has a legit opportunity to 
win the starting job as a true freshman. Rosen has size, arm talent, functional 
athleticism and he is an early enrollee that has spent the spring in Westwood, 

He was ranked by 247Sports Composite as the No. 1 quarterback in the nation. 


Though Rosen is homegrown out of southern California, the rest of the class 
has a very national fee!. Soso Jamabo out of Plano West High School in Texas 
comes in as the No. 2 running back in the country, Chris Clark out of Connecticut 
brings his 6-6 frame in as the No. 2 tight end in the country, Josh Wariboko out 
of Oklahoma, Fred Ulu-Perry out of Hawaii and Andre James out of Utah are all 
four-stars adding depth to the Bruins’ developing offensive line. 

The two other signature signings for this class were more local. Keisean 
Lucier-South is a five-star defensive end that has elite pass rushing ability 
and DeChaun Holiday is a cornerback with safety size who can cover. 
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From the quarterback on down, Notre Dame got some of the 
best in the country in its 2015 class. Brandon Wimbush is ranked by 247Sports 
Composite as the No. 3 dual-threat quarterback in the country but there isn’t a 
better arm anywhere. When the 6-2, 205-pounder flipped his commitment from 
Penn State to Notre Dame, that put a huge stamp on the Irish’s class. 


The talent around Wimbush starts up front on both sides of the ball with Tristen 
Hoge, the nephew of former NFL running back Merril Hoge checking in as the 
nation’s No. 1 center. On defense, Jerry Tillery out of Shreveport, La., is the 
No. 11 offensive tackle in the country but will start out on the defensive side of 
the ball for the Irish. At 6-6, 308 pounds, Tillery has rare athleticism. 


A four-star trio of Tevon Coney, Josh Barajas and Asmar Bilal add elite depth 
to the Notre Dame linebacking corps, while Dexter Williams adds dynamic 
athleticism at running back. Aliz'e Jones brings matchup issues for defenses at 
the tight end position as the nation’s No. 1 tight end in 2015 and keep an eye on 
CJ Sanders as an undersized but productive and polished wide receiver. 


14. Penn State 


As James Franklin continues to put his stamp on the Penn 
State program from a recruiting standpoint, a focus has been placed on winning 
the home state and winning the home region. In 2015, Penn State was able to 
accomplish that. In the state of Pennsylvania, the staff extended 14 offers in the 
2015 class. Twelve of those prospects are heading to Happy Valley this fall. 
That's a dominating effort. 


Among those 12 signees, running back Saquon Barkley, defensive end Ryan 
Buchholz, linebacker Jake Cooper and comerback John Reid are among the 
prospects expected to have the biggest impact. Barkley emerged on the camp 
circuit after his junior season and then had a monster senior season. Cooper and 
Buchholz also put together outstanding senior efforts on film, while Reid was one 
of the most productive prospects over the course of his career in the state. 


As effective as Penn State was in recruiting the high school ranks, maybe its 
most important recruit came from junior college. Paris Palmer at 6-8, 300-plus 
pounds may be an instant contributor as Penn State tries to shore up an offen- 
sive line that was a weakness during the 2014 season. 

From outside the state, Garrett Taylor was one of the nation’s most highly 
recruited cornerbacks out of Virginia and Juwan Johnson out of New Jersey 
may be the most physically imposing receiver body in this class. 


15. Oklahoma 


With eight prospects enrolling early at Oklahoma there are 
several early impact candidates that could emerge out of the 2015 effort for Bob 
Stoops and perhaps none are more capable of making a splash than Dede 
Westbrook out of Blinn Community College. Westbrook led the nation in 
receiving as a JUCO sophomore and has the kind of route-running ability and 
maturity to be a factor immediately. 


One prospect that we don't expect to contribute right away is defensive tackle 
signee Neville Gallimore. The U.S. Army All-American and 247Sports Top100 
prospect hails from Canada and injured his knee in the winter. He will be in 
recovery and rehab mode through the spring and summer, but long term there 
may not be a defensive lineman in this class with more upside. 


In terms of upside, Oklahoma has landed prospects all over the field worth a 
mention. Will Sunderland is a 6-3 safety with elite speed and athleticism who 
has a chance to add weight and grow into a scary back-end defender. Defensive 
lineman Gabriel Campbell out of Yazoo City Mississippi is a massive athlete who 
earned a four-star grade on 247Sports based purely on upside. Meanwhile Dahu 
Green is an in-state find that could be a big-time wide receiver at 6-4, 205 pounds. 


O 


OREGON 


More speed and length are heading to Eugene to ensure 
that Oregon teams of the future look very similar to the high-scoring Oregon 
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teams of the recent past. Taj Griffin out of Powder Springs (Ga.) McEachern was 
the No. 1 all-purpose back in the country according to the 247Sports Composite 
rankings and has DeAnthony Thomas big-play ability. Five-star defensive end 
Canton Kaumatule, at 6-7 290, is a carbon copy of Arik Armstead. Offensive 
tackle Brady Aiello at six-foot-six could be the next Jake Fisher on the offensive 
line based on length and athleticism. 

The quarterback of the future looks similar to the quarterbacks of the past as 
well. Anaheim (Calif.) Servite U.S. Army All-American Travis Waller rushed for 
more than 2,000 yards and 26 touchdowns in his final two high school seasons, 
while also passing for close to 3,500 yards. 


The common theme for Oregon once again though is speed and length. Eight 
signees in the 2015 class are 6-5 or taller. In Griffin, and fellow all-purpose backs 
Kirk Merritt and Malik Lovette there isn't a man among them that runs slower 
than a 4.4 40-yard dash and even 6-3 safety Dylan Kane is a 100-meter champion 
out of Hawaii. 


For the second consecutive year, Ole Miss landed one 
of the top offensive guards in the nation out of its own state, this time with Javon 
Patterson. Patterson, ranked as the No. 3 offensive guard in the country per 
247Sports Composite and will join Roderick Taylor who was ranked No. 2 at the 
position one year earlier. 


Patterson enrolled early at Ole Miss and was joined by four JUCO commits as 
early enrollees. Included in that group was the nation’s No. 1 JUCO defensive 
tackle in D.J. Jones, as well as the nation’s No. 1 JUCO CB in Tony Bridges. Even 
those guys aren't as important as the arrival of Chad Kelly from East Mississippi 
Community College. The Clemson bounce-back will arrive with an opportunity to 
be an answer at quarterback for the Rebels as Hugh Freeze looks to replace 
Bo Wallace at the quarterback position. 


If he wins the job, Kelly will inherit a talented roster of receivers that is only get- 
ting stronger with the arrival of the class of 2015. Damarkus Lodge out of Cedar 
Hill, Texas and Van Jefferson out of Brentwood, Tenn., constitute one of the better 
wide receiver tandems in the country in this class. 

Other prospects that we're bullish on include offensive tackle Alex Givens, 
safety Armani Linton and quarterback Jason Pellerin, an extremely talented kid 
that just needs some time to develop under center. 


18. Mississippi State 


While some programs try to reinvent themselves on the 
recruiting trail, Dan Mullen continues to focus on the approach that led to a 
breakout season in 2014. That approach consists of recruiting extremely well 

in the state of Mississippi, its border states and the junior college ranks. With the 
2015 effort, the Bulldogs did just that, landing 12 in-state commits and another 
four Mississippi JUCO signees. Among that JUCO group, electric speedster 
Donald Gray leads the way along with the No. 1 junior college offensive tackle 
Martinas Rankin. 


From the high school ranks, a foundation of four-star LB Leo Lewis, Army 
All-American safety Jamal Peters and athletic defensive end Fletcher Adams will 
bring Mississippi State elite playmakers at all three levels of the defense. Joining 
the 6-3 frame of Peters, there is length all over the secondary in this 2015 group 
with 6-1 comerback Chris Stamps and 6-3 safety Mark McLaurin also roaming 
the back end. 


Offensively, the Bulldogs are bringing in dynamic, explosive athletes led by 
Memphis athlete Deddrick Thomas and Jackson-area standout Malik Dear. 
At running back Nick Gibson is a thick, powerful back coming in alongside 
all-purpose back Keith Mixon. 


19. South Carolina 


What was once a top 10 class lost some luster late in the 


process as the Gamecocks dealt with numerous late decommitments. Still, 
Steve Spurrier was able to reel in a top-20 class and with it comes one of the elite 
defensive prospects in the junior college system for the 2015 cycle. Marquavius 
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Lewis at 6-4, 266 pounds comes to Columbia as the No. 3 JUCO prospect in the 
country and the No. 1 strongside defensive end. He won't be alone up front, as 
six-foot-4, 302-pound DE Dexter Wideman — a 2014 signee for South Carolina 
— re-signed in 2015 as a prep school prospect and is the nation's No. 1 prep 
school recruit. With Dante Sawyer and Shameik Blackshear included in the 
class, South Carolina is getting four four-star level defensive linemen to add to its 
defense. 


Though it wasn't a big group, South Carolina found some big bodies on the 
offensive line — Offensive guard Trey Derouen; 6-7 offensive tackle Blake 
Camper; 6-7, offensive tackle Christian Pellage, and the best of the bunch, 6-5, 
315-pounder Zack Bailey, combine to bring a lot of beef to the line of scrimmage 
on the offensive side in Columbia. 


If you're looking for an emerging power on the recruiting 
trail, look in the direction of Tempe and Arizona State. The Pac-12 has 
collectively been on the rise from a talent accumulation perspective and Arizona 
State is one of the drivers of that boon. In 2015, the crown jewel is U.S. Army 
All-American quarterback Brady White. The four-star is one of two elite arms 
that offensive coordinator Mike Norvell is bringing in, with the other being a very 
talented prospect in his own right, in-state talent Bryce Perkins. 

On the national front, Arizona State also dipped into Louisiana for a talented 
defensive end named Jalen Bates and got all the way to Virginia for four-star 
Army All-American Jaason Lewis. Even Tennessee had a Sun Devil footprint with 
a pickup from late-rising cormerback Kareem Orr out of Chattanooga. 


Ultimately this class was driven by a strong California presence though and 
Arizona State was able to land some of the truly elite California prospects, 
namely jumbo athlete Jay Jay Wilson, linebacker Khaylan Thomas and defensive 
end Joseph Wicker. All were four-stars and all have a chance to be special. 


In the weeks leading up to National Signing Day, Florida's 
recruiting class under first-year head coach Jim McElwain was ranked dead last 
in the SEC and well outside the national top 50. That Florida landed inside the 
Top 25 is a testament to the close that Florida's new staff was able to put 
together down the stretch. 


That home-stretch close was spearheaded by two huge commitments that 
weren't announced until Signing Day: Martez Ivey (the top offensive tackle in the 
country and the No. 2 player overall) and CeCe Jefferson (the No. 2 strongside 
defensive end in the country and No. 7 player overall). Those two five-stars had 
long been considered Florida leans, but needed an excuse to commit to the 
Gators. McElwain gave them that excuse and ultimately they turned a good class 
into potentially a great one. 


Other big gets down the stretch for Florida included former Miami RB commit 
out of powerhouse St. Thoams Aquinas HS, Jordan Scarlett, four-star Miami 
native Jordan Cronkrite, Tallahassee four-star athlete D’Anfernee McGriff and 
maybe the sleeper of the class Jabari Zuniga. 


Michigan State 


With Mark Dantonio at the helm, Michigan State typically 
brings in modest recruiting classes that produce big-time results on the field and 
in the NFL draft. This top 25 effort features a group that could have that same 
kind of upside, 

One prospect that will have a hard time outplaying his ranking is Larry Scott 
out of Hubbard, Ohio and that's only because he comes in ranked as a borderline 
five-star. The 6-2, 230-pound bruiser has the look of a productive feature back in 
the Big Ten that can set the tone for an offense. 


Two other tone-setters coming to East Lansing will be at home on the line 
of scrimmage with Detroit's Kyonta Stallworth and Chicago's Raequan Williams. 
The 6-4, 276-pound Stallworth is a physical offensive line presence, while 
Williams is a late-rising athletic defensive tackle. Both were ranked in the 
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Top 20 nationally at their position. 

At the quarterback position, Brian Lewerke is a big, smooth, accurate passer 
out of Phoenix, Ariz., and his future primary target, 6-2 Felton Davis II! out of Vir- 
ginia, should combine for a lot of downfield connections over the next few years. 


23. Arkansas 


In the 2015 edition of Bret Bielema’s transformation of the 
Arkansas football program, we see an unprecedented influx of talent at the tight 
end position. 

Offensive line has become a strength in Fayetteville and tight end is just an 
extension of that. With three of the top 20 tight ends in the country part of this 
class, we think all three have NFL upside. Will Gragg (6-4/245), C.J. O’Grady 
(6-4/230) and Austin Cantrell (6-4/249) are all big bodies, with frames that can 
create matchup problems as both blockers and receivers. 


Despite the tight end talent coming in, Bielema didn't neglect the true offensive 
linemen either. Six-foot-6 in-state talent Colton Jackson could be a local steal, 
while Jalen Merrick out of New Smyrna Beach, Fla., was the national recruiting 
win for the Hogs. 


On the defensive line Hjalte Froholdt brings a big 6-4, 280-pound frame to the 
line of scrimmage to add a physical presence up front and Jamario Bell, from an 
athleticism, size and upside standpoint could be one of the top long-term names to 
emerge from this group. We think the Razorbacks found themselves a major steal 
out of Georgia as well in defensive end T.J. Smith who dominated for the best 
team in Georgia as a senior. 


24. Stanford 


: Stanford has become very much a national brand over the 
course of the last 10 years and this 2015 class is a great illustration of that 
national draw. Thirteen different states are represented within David Shaw's 22 
signees and they come from every geographical corner: New Jersey to Ohio to 
Tennessee, Florida, Utah, Louisiana and Washington. Of course, California is also 
well represented with precise route-runner Trent Irwin and big cornerback Frank 
Buncom IV coming in as the highest ranked commits in the 2015 class. 


While Stanford is no stranger to Louisiana, the Cardinal beat out LSU and other 
regional powers for safety Justin Reid with the help of a local celebrity. Reid is 
the younger brother of San Francisco 49ers safety and former LSU standout Eric 
Reid. His brother's familiarity with the area no doubt helped Stanford land one of 
the biggest steals of the 2015 class. 


Along with Buncom and Reid, Stanford added Ben Edwards out of Florida and 
Quenton Meeks out of the San Diego area to put together what was quietly one of 
the best defensive back classes in the country. 


25. Missouri 


The Tigers are always unearthing recruiting gems and 
turning them into NFL talents and this year we think they found one of their 
biggest sleepers yet...literally. At 6-7, 220-pounds, wide receiver Justin Smith out 
of Dublin (Ga.) West Laurens could be a phenomenal mismatch on the outside in 
the Tigers spread offense. Nobody is talking about him, but he could be one of the 
top talents in this Missouri class. 

The guy everyone is talking about is five-star defensive tackle Terry Beckner 
Jr., and rightly so. Beckner is an East St. Louis (Ill.) High School product and was 
ranked by 247Sports Composite as the No. 3 defensive tackle in the country in 
a phenomenal year at the position. On the other side of the ball, junior college 
offensive tackle Malik Cuellar could compete for early playing time on the line of 
scrimmage. 

The defensive sleeper to watch is Terez Hall out of Lithonia (Ga.) Martin Luther 
King. The 6-3, active, athletic linebacker was a late riser on the recruiting trail and 
we think he’s an impact guy. 

At quarterback, Gary Pinkel got his man. Army All-American Drew Lock is 6-3 
with a great frame, a great arm and great athleticism. He’s a high major basketball 
recruit but has NFL talent under center. 
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100 FOR 2015 


INCOMING 


FRESHMEN 
TOP 100 PLAYERS 


Rk. Name Pos Ht Wt. High School/Hometown School 


1. Trent Thompson DT__6-2.5 313 Westover (Albany, GA) Georgia 


Rk. Name Pos Ht. Wt High School/Hometown School 


47. Roquan Smith OLB 6-2 207 Macon County (Montezuma, GA) Georgia 
48. Preston Williams WR 6-4 191 __Lovejoy (Hampton, GA) Tennessee 
49. John Houston OLB 6-3 211 _Junipero Serra (Gardena, CA) USC 

50. BreidenFehoko OT «6-3 290 Farrington (Honolulu, Hi) Texas Tech 
51. Taj Griffin APB 5-10 175 McEachern (Powder Springs, GA) Oregon 
52. Javon Patterson ——-OG_~_-6-2.5 317__ Petal (Petal, MS Ole Miss _ 
53. Shy Tuttle DT__6-3 320 North Davidson (Lexington, NC) Tennessee 
54. Lester Cotton 0G 6-4 325 Central Sch (Tuscaloosa, AL} Alabama 
55. Drew Richmond OT 6-5 310 Memphis University School (Memphis, TN) Tennessee 


2. Martez Ivey OT 6-55 275 Apopka (Apopka, FL’ 
3,_ Byron Cowart SDE 6-4 250 


Florida 


56. Donte Jackson ATH 5-11 164 Riverdale (New Orleans, LSU : 
57. Jalen Dalton WDE 6-5 235 West Forsyth (Clemmons, NC) North Carolina 


4, Iman Marshall CB 6-1 190 
5. Derwin James S$ 6-2 201 


58. Jamal Peters S 6-15 206 Bassfield (Bassfield, MS) _ Mississippi State 
59. Larry Scott RB 6-2 228 Hubbard (Hubbard, OH) Michigan State 


6. Kahlil McKenzie DT _6-3._354 Clayton Valley (Concord, CA) Tennessee 
7. CeCe Jefferson SDE 6-2 275 Baker County Senior (Glen Saint Mary, FL) Florida 


60. MarvellTell ——sS_—6-4,.5 188 _Crespi (Encino, CA) USC 
61. Jerome Baker ATH 6-2 203 Benedictine (Cleveland, OH) _ Ohio State 


_8._ Kevin Toliver Il CB 6-2 185 Trinity Christian Academ le, FL)__ LSU 
9. Josh Sweat WDE 6-5 240 Oscar Smith (Chesapeake, VA) Florida State 


62. Alize Jones _ TE 6-4.5 218 Bishop Gorman (Las Vegas, N Notre Dame 
63. Leo Lewis ILB_ 6-3 225 Brookhaven (Brookhaven, MS) Mississippi State 


10. Malik Jefferson OLB 6-2.5 215 Poteet (Mesquite, TX) Texas 
11. Calvin Ridley WR 6-0 170 Monarch (Pompano Beach, FL) Alabama 


64. Richie Petitbon 0G 6-4 301 Gonzaga (Washington, DC) __ Alabama 
65. Deondre Francois PRO 6-1 195 IMG Academy (Bradenton, FL) Florida State 


12. Josh Rosen PRO 6-4 205 St. John Bosco (Beliflower, CA) UCLA 


66. Jonathan Ledbetter SDE 6-4 265 Tucker (Tucker, GA) Georgia 
67. Brady White PRO 6-0.5 180 Hart (Newhall, CA) Arizona State 


13. Terry Beckner Jr. OT 6-4 293 East St. Louis (East Saint Louis, IL) Missouri 
lon Mack DT 6-1_330_Gladewater (Gi rr, 1X Texas A&M 
Florida State 


15. Tarvarus McFadden CB 6-2 198 American Heritage (Fort Lauderdale, FL) 


68. DeChaun Holiday CB 6-3 195 Mission Hills (San Marcos, CA) UCLA 
69. Jacob Daniel OT 6-4 310 Clovis North (Clovis, CA) USC 


16. Canton Kaumatule 
17. Keisean Lucier-South WDE 6-4 208 Lutheran - Orange County (Orange, CA) 


SDE 6-7 290 Punahou (Honolulu, HI jon 
UCLA 


70._Trent Inwin WR _6-1.5 189 Hart (Newhall, CA) Stanford ; 
71. Jake Browning PRO 6-2 185 Folsom (Folsom, CA) Washington 


18. Deon Cain 
19. George Campbell 


WR__6-1.5 194 Tampa Bay Tech (Tampa, FL) _Clemson 
WR_ 6-3 184 _ East Lake (Tarpon Springs, FL) Florida State 


172. Neville Gallimore OT 6:2 330. Canada Prep Folball Acad Oklahoma 
73. Anthony Wheeler OLB 6-2 225 Skyline (Dallas, TX) Texas 


20. Kendall Sheffield CB 6-0 181 Fort Bend Marshall (Missouri City, Alabama 
21. Blake Barnett PRO 6-4.5 200 Santiago (Corona, CA) Alabama 


74. Brian Cole __ATH 6-2 190 Heritage (Saginaw, Ml) Michigan 
75. Johnny Frasier RB 5-10 229 Princeton (Princeton, NC) _ N.C. State 


22. Mitch Hyatt OT 6-5 272 North Gwinnett (Suwanee, GA) Clemson 


76. Torrance Gibson ATH 6-4' 204 American Heritage (Fort Lauderdale, FL) Ohio State 


23. Rasheem Green DT 6-5 275 _Junipero Serra (Gardena, CA) USC 
24, Christian Wilkins DT 6-4 290 Suffield Academy (Suffield, CT) Clemson. 
25. Christian Kirk WR 5-10 191 Saguaro (Scottsdale, AZ) Texas A&M 


77. Chris Warren RB 6:2 240 Rockwall (Rockwall, TX) Texas 
78._ Michael Weber RB 5-9.5 219 Cass Technical (Detroit, Ml) _ Ohio State 
79. Ricky Town PRO 6-3 206 St. Bonaventure (Ventura, CA) USC 


26. Chuma Edoga 0G 6-3 280 _McEachern (Powder Springs, GA) USC 
27. Tyron Johnson WR 6-1 191 Warren Easton (New Orleans, LA) LSU 


80. Holton Hill CB 6-2 184 Lamar (Houston, TX) : Texas : 
81. Ray-Ray McCloud Ill ATH 5-9 175 Sickles (Tampa, FL) Clemson 


28. Terry Godwin ATH 6-0 168 Callaway (Hogansville, GA) Georgia 


82. Arden Key “WDE 6-5 230 Hapeville Charter (Atlanta, GA) __ LSU 


29. Daron Payne DT 6-2 325 Shades Valley (Birmingham, AL) Alabama 


83. Mark Walton RB 5-10 179 Booker T. Washington (Miami, FL) Miami 


30. Minkah Fitzpatrick CB 6-1 198 St. Peters Prep (Jersey City, NJ) Alabama 
31. Damien Harris RB 5-11 205 Madison Southern (Berea, KY) Alabama 


84. Ykili Ross CB 6-05 175 Polytechnic (Riverside, CA) USC : 
85. Chris Clark TE 6-6 247 Avon Old Farms (Avon, CT) UCLA 


82. Soso Jamabo RB 6-2.5 210 Plano West (Plano, TX) _ __UCLA 


86._ Ricky DeBerry ILB_ 6-2.5 240 Atlee (Mechanicsville, VA) Oklahoma 


33._Kyler Murray DUAL 5-10 180 Allen (Allen, TX) Texas A&M 


87. Joseph Wicker SDE 6-2 278 Long Beach Poly (Long Beach, CA) _Arizona State 


34, Justin Hilliard OLB 6-0 225 St. Xavier (Cincinnati, OH) ~ Ohio State 
35. Osa Masina OLB 6-35 230 Brighton (Salt Lake City, UT) USC 


88._Natrez Patrick WDE 6-3. 259 Mays (Atlanta, GA) Georgia 
89. Tristen Hoge OC 6-4 276 Highland (Pocatello, 1D) Notre Dame 


36._Kyle Phillips SDE _6-3.5 250 _ Hillsboro (Nashville, TN) Tennessee 
37._Maea Teuhema OG 6-4.5 340 _ Keller (Keller, TX)_ LSU 


90. Daylon Charlot WR 6-0 193 Patterson (Patterson, LA) __ Alabama. 


38._ Jarrett Stidham DUAL 6-4 195 Stephenville (Stephenville, TX) Baylor 


91. Jashon Cornell SDE 6-4 260 Cretin Derham Hall (Saint Paul, MN) __Ohio State 
$2. Albert Huggins OT 63 283 0 Clemson 


39. Jacques Patrick RB 6-1.5 230 Timber Creek (Orlando, FL) Florida State 


93. Abdul Bello OT 6-6 295 Montverde Academy (Montverde, FL) _ Florida State 


40. Ronald Jones 1 RB_ 6-0 185 _ McKinney North (Mckinney, TX, USC 
41. Porter Gustin OLB 6-5 245 Salem Hills (Salem, UT) USC 


94. Dexter Williams RB 6-0 192 West Orange (Winter Garden, FL) Notre Dame 
95. Mark Fields CB 5-11 190 William Amos Hough (Cornelius, NC) _ Clemson 


42. Kerryon Johnson __ ATH 6-0 200 Madison Academy (Madison, AL Auburn 
43. Damarkus Lodge WR__6-2.5 190 Cedar Hill (Cedar Hill, TX) Ole Miss 


96, Drew Lock PRO. 6:3.5 205. Lee's Summit Sr. (Lees Summit; MO) Missouri 
97. Isaiah Langley CB __5-14.5 161. Foothill (Pleasanton, CA) usc 


44. Deionte Thompson S 6-2 181 West Orange-Stark (Orange, Alabama 
45. Brandon Wimbush Notre Dame 


98. Kris Boyd CB 5-11.56 185 _ Gilmer (Gilmer, TX) Texas 
99. Da'Vante Phillips | WR 6-2 204 Miami Central (Miami, FL) Florida State 


DUAL 6-2 205 _ St. Peters Prep (Jersey City, NJ) 
46. Derrius Guice RB 5-10.5 213 Catholic (Baton Rouge, LA) LSU 
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100. Eric Glover-Williams GB 5-111 165 McKinley (Canton, OH) ____ Ohio State 
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NATIONAL RECRUITING 


100 FOR 2016 


HIGH SCHOOL 


SENIORS 
TOP 100 PLAYERS 


Rk. Name Pos Ht. Wt. High School/Hometown 

DT 6-4 290 Paramus Catholic (Paramus, NJ) 
2. Gregory Little OT 6-5.5 305 Allen (Allen, Texas A&M 
3._Jacob Eason PRO 6-5 205 Lake Stevens Sr (Lake Stevens, WA) Georgia 
4. Derrick Brown OT 6-4 305 _ Lanier (Buford, GA) 


5. Shavar Manuel SDE 6-5 262 _IMG Academy (Bradenton, FL) 


School 
1. Rashan Gary 


Rk. Name Pos Ht. Wt. High School/Hometown School 


47. Devin Asiasi ATH 6-5 260 De La Salle (Concord, CA) 

48, Breland Brandt WDE 6-4 220 Windward School (Los Angeles, CA) UCLA 
49. Shane Simmons WDE 6-4 221 DeMatha Catholic (Hyattsville, MD) Penn State 
50, _MeTelvin Agim SDE 6-2.5 268 Hope (Hope, AR) 

51. Sam Bruce WR 5-8 160 _ St. Thomas Aquinas (Fort Lauderdale, FL) Miami 
52._Rahshaun Smith WDE 6-3 225 IMG Academy (Bradenton, FL) Clemson 
53._Lokeni Toailoa ILB__6-1_ 212 Wilmer Amina Carter (Rialto, CA) UCLA 
54. Michael Divinity OLB 6-2 218 John Ehret (Marrero, LA) 

55. Boss Tagaloa OT 6-3 295 De La Salle (Concord, CA) 

56. Kaden Smith TE __6-5.5 235 Marcus (Flower Mound, Stanford 
57._ Jonah Williams OT 6-5 272 _ Folsom (Folsom, CA) Alabama 
58._ Kyle Davis WR 6-3 211 __ Archer (Lawrenceville, GA) South Carolina 
59. Benito Jones DT 6-2 260 Wayne County (Waynesboro, MS) Ole Miss 


6. _Levonta Taylor CB 5-11 182 Ocean Lakes (Virginia Beach, VA) Florida State 
7,_Nick Bosa SDE 6-4 265 _ St. Thomas Aquinas (Fort Lauderdale, FL) 


8. Lyndell Wilson OLB 6-2 220 Carver (Montgomery, AL) 
9. Saivion Smith CB 6-1 175 IMG Academy (Bradenton, FL) LSU 


60. John Raridon 0G 6-4 260 Valley (West Des Moines, 1A) Nebraska 


61, Dwayne Haskins PRO 6-3 198 The Bullis School (Potomac, MD) 
62._Miles Sanders RB 5-10 195 Woodland Hills (Pittsburgh, PA) 
63._Nigel Warrior S 6-0 175 Peachtree Ridge (Suwanee, GA) 


Penn State 


10._ Kareem Walker RB 6-1 210 De Paul Catholic (Wayne, NJ) Ohio State 
11, Julian Rochester OT __6-5.5 315 _ McEachern (Powder Springs, GA) 


12._Kelon Joyner OLB 6-3 200 Havelock (Havelock, NC) 


64. Kendell Jones DT__6-4.5 361 Shoemaker (Killeen, TX) 
65. Nigel Knott CB 5-11 175 Germantown (Madison, MS) 


66. DeKaylin Metcalf WR 6-3 195 Oxford (Oxford, MS) Ole Miss 


13. Rashard Lawrence OT 6-3 305 _ Neville (Monroe, LA) 


67. Jack Jones ATH 5-10 170 Long Beach Poly (Long Beach, CA) 


14, Ed Oliver OT 6-2 277 Westfield (Houston, TX) 
15, Patrick Hudson OT 65.5 325 _ Silsbee (Silsbee, TX) Baylor 


16, Edwin Alexander OT __6-2_ 310_St. Thomas Aquinas (Hammond, LA) LSU 


68. Eli Stove WR_ 6-1 178 Niceville (Niceville, FL) 
9. Marquez Callaway ATH 6-2 170 Warner Robins (Warner Robins, GA) 
70, Dylan Crawford WR_ 6-1 175 Santa Margarita Cath. (Rancho Santa Margarita, CA) 


17, Shea Patterson PRO 6-2 195 Calvary Baptist Academy (Shreveport, LA) Ole Miss 


18. Dexter Lawrence DT 6-5 310 Wake Forest-Rolesville (Wake Forest, NC) 


19. Caleb Kelly OLB 6-3 215 Clovis West (Fresno, CA) 


71. Chauncey Manac WDE 6-3 220 Clinch County (Homerville, GA) Georgia 


72. Oluwole Betiku SDE _6-3.5 240 _Junipero Serra (Gardena, CA) 
73. Josh King _ SDE 6-6 250 Hinsdale South (Darien, IL) 


20. Ben Davis OLB 6-4 230 Gordo Sch (Gordo, AL) 
21. Brandon Jones $__5-11_ 183 Nacogdoches (Nacogdoches, TX) 
22. Willie Allen OT _6-7.5 300 _ John Curtis (New Orleans, LA) 


74. Dee Anderson WR 6-4 177 West Mesquite (Mesquite, TX) LSU 
75._ Stephen Sullivan WR 6-5 230 _Donaldsonville (Donaldsonville, LA LSU 


76. Scott Lashley OT 6-6 300 _ West Point (West Point, MS) 


23. Nate Craig-Myers WR 6-2 205 Tampa Catholic (Tampa, FL) Auburn 


77. Erick Fowler WDE 6-1 232 Manor (Manor, TX) 


24. Tavien Feaster RB 6-0 193 Spartanburg (Spartanburg, SC) Clemson 
25. Marlon Davidson SDE 6-4 260 Carver (Montgomery, AL) 

26. Malik Henry PRO 6-3 180 _ IMG Academy (Bradenton, FL) Florida State 
27. Ben Bredeson OT 6-5 270 Arrowhead (Hartland, WI) 


28, Isaac Nauta TE 6-4 237 _ IMG Academy (Bradenton, FL) Florida State 
29. Eric Monroe S___6-0 180 __ North Shore (Houston, TX) 

30. Demetris Robertson ATH 6-1 165 Savannah Christian Prep (Savannah, GA) 

31. Ku Costello PRO 6-4 213 Santa Margarita Cath, (Rancho Santa Margarita, CA) Stanford 
32._ Tyler Vaughns WR 6-3 175 Bishop Amat (La Puente, CA) 

33, Shyheim Carter CB 6-0 190 Kentwood (Kentwood, LA) Alabama 
34, Janarius Robinson WDE 6-5 250 Bay (Panama City, FL) Florida State 


35. _ Kristian Fulton CB 6-0 165 Archbishop Rummel (Metairie, LA) 


78. Baveon Johnson OC 6-3 310 Lake Gibson (Lakeland, FL) Florida State 
79. Ahmir Mitchell ATH 6-2 190 Cedar Creek (Egg Harbor City, NJ) 

80._Liam Eichenberg OT 6-6 290 St. Ignatius (Cleveland, OH) Notre Dame 
81. Brendan Ferns ILB_ 6-3 223 _ St. Clairsville (Saint Clairsville, OH) 

82._Trevon Diggs ATH 6-0 183 The Avalon School (Bethesda, MD) 

83. Jordan Elliott DT 6-4 305 Westside (Houston, TX) 


84. George Hill RB 6-0 200 Hubbard (Hubbard, OH) Ohio State 
85. Devin White ATH 6-0.5 235 North Webster (Springhill, LA) 
86._Binjimen Victor WR 6-4 170 Coconut Creek (Pompano Beach, FL) 

87. Justin Madubuike SDE 6-3 255 McKinney North (Mckinney, TX) 

88. Terrance Davis 0G 6-4 305 DeMatha Catholic (Hyattsville, MD) 


89. Darnell Salomon WR 6-3 198 Miami Central (Miami, FL) 


36. Tommy Kraemer OT 6-5 305 Elder (Cincinnati, OH) Notre Dame 
37._ Michal Menet OT 6-5 265 Exeter Township Senior HS (Reading, PA) 


90. Jeffrey McCulloch OLB 6-2.5 230 _ Aldine Davis (Houston, TX) 


91. Mecole Hardman Jr. CB 5-11 170 Elbert County (Elberton, GA) 


38. Trayvon Mullen CB 6-2 175 Coconut Creek (Pompano Beach, FL) 

39, Mique Juarez OLB 6-2 210 North High School (Torrance, CA) USC 
40. Antwuan Jackson DT __6-2.5 285 Cedar Grove (Ellenwood, GA) 

41. Deontay Anderson S$ 6-1 192__ Manvel (Manvel, TX) 


92. Jake Hausmann TE 6-5 235 Archbishop Moeller (Cincinnati, OH) Ohio State 
93._ Prince Sammons SDE 6-8 280° Cincinnati Hills Christian Acad. (Cincinnati, OH) 

94. Jawon Pass DUAL 6-5 220 Carver (Columbus, GA) 

95. Clark Yarbrough OT 6-6 270 Woodberry Forest (Woodberry Forest, VA) 


42. EwJ. Price OT 6-6 311 Archer (Lawrenceville, GA) Georgia 
43. Demario McCall RB__5-11_ 180 _ North Ridgeville (North Ridgeville, OH) Ohio State 


96. Jean Delance OT 6-5 281 North Mesquite (Mesquite, TX) 
97. John Broussard CB 6-0 164 Central (Phenix City, AL) 


44. Devin Duvernay WR__5-11 195 Sachse (Sachse, TX) 


45. Feleipe Franks DUAL 6-5 220 Wakulla (Crawfordville, FL) LSU 
46. Ben Cleveland OT 6-7 322 _ Stephens County (Toccoa, GA) Georgia 


2015 www.lindyssports.com 


98. Brandon Burton S62 195  Junipero Serra (Gardena, CA) 
99. Daelin Hayes OLB 6-4 250 Skyline (Ann Arbor, Ml) USC 


100. Shurod Thompson S$ _6-1_ 185 __Liberty (Brentwood, CA) California 
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TOP 5 PLAYERS TOP 5 
@ BY POSITION ScHooLs 
— a @ BY POSITION 


21. _ Blake Barnett PRO 6-4.5 200 _ Santiago (Corona, CA Alabama 
33.__ Kyler Murray DUAL 5-10 180 _Allen (Allen, TX) _ Texas A&M QUARTERBACE 


38. Jarrett Stidham QUAL 6-4 195 Stephenville (Stephenville, TX) Baylor : 
45. Brandon Wimbush DUAL 6-2 205 _St. Peters Prep (Jersey City, NJ) Notre Dame 1. Florida State 
RUNNING BACKS Deondre Francois, 6-1/195, Bradenton (Fla.) IMG Academy 

31. Damien Harris RB 5-11. 205 ~—_—_—Madiison Southern (Berea, KY) Alabama De'Andre Johnson, 6-0/175, Jacksonville (Fla.) First Coast 

32. SosoJamabo RB —6-2.5 210 Plano West (Plano. UCLA 2. Tennessee 

39. _ Jacques Patrick RB 6-1.5 230 _ Timber Creek (Orlando, FL) Florida State 


- Jauan Jennings, 6-4/188, Murfreesboro (Tenn.) Blackman 
40. _ Ronald Jones II RB__6-0 185 McKinney North (Mckinney, TX) USC — = eee : — 
46. _Derrius Guice 5-105 213 Catholic (Baton Rouge, LA) LSU _Quinten Dormady, 64/200, Boome (Teas) Hgts 


WIDE RECEIVERS Sheriron Jones, 6-2.5/191, Moreno Valley (Calif.) Rancho Verde 
11. Calvin Ridley 6-0 170 _ Monarch (Pompano Beach, FL) Alabama 3. Baylor 
18. Deon Cain 6-1.5 194 Tampa Bay Tech (Tampa, FL _ Clemson Jarrett Stidham, 6-4/195, Stephenville (Texas) High 
19. George Campbell WR 6-3 184 East Lake (Tarpon Springs, FL) Florida State 4. UCLA 
25. Christian Kirk WR 5-10 —-191___—-Saguaro (Scottsdale, AZ) __Texas A&M = : 
27.__Tyron Johnson WR _6-1__—*191_ Warren Easton (New Orleans, LA) LSU Josh Rosen, 6-4/205, Belflower (Calif) St. John Bosco 
TIGHT ENDS 5. USC 
62.__Aliz’e Jones TE 6-4.5 218 Bishop Gorman (Las Vegas, NV Notre Dame Ricky Town, 6-3/206, Ventura (Calif.) St. Bonaventure 


85. Chris Clark TE 6-6 247 __ Avon Old Farms (Avon, C UCLA Sam Darnold, 6-4/205, San Clemente (Cali) High 
145 Hale Hentges TE 6-6 230 Helias (Jefferson City, MO) Alabama 


187__ Garrett Williams TE 6-4 220 __The First Academy (Orlando, FL Clemson UNNING 
191 Jackson Harris 6-6 250 _ Columbia Central (Columbia, TN) Georgia R BAGE 
OFFENSIVE LINE 1. LSU 


2. Martez vey 6-5.5 275 _ Apopka (Apopka, FL) Florida Derrius Guice, 5-10.5/213, Baton Rouge (La.) Catholic 
22. Mitch Hyatt oT 6-5 272 __North Gwinnett (Suwanee, GA) Clemson Nick Brossette 6-0/207, Baton Rouge (La.) University Lab 
26. Chuma Edoga 0G 6-3 280 _ McEachern (Powder Springs, GA) USC - . 
37. Maea Teuhema 0G 6-45 340 Keller (Keller, TX) LSU Peat ore ro eka Manes a ees ee 
52. Javon Patterson 0G 6-2.5 317 __ Petal (Petal, MS) Ole Miss 2. Auburn 
DEFENSIVE TACKLE Jovon Robinson, 5-11/225, Milledgeville (Ga.) Georgia Military 
1. Trent Thompson oT 6-25 313 Westover (Albany, GA) Georgia Javarius Davis, 5-9.5/173, Fairburn (Ga.) Langston Hughes 
6. Kahlil McKenzie OT 6-3 354 Clayton Valle Concord CA Tennessee Chandler Cox (FB), 6-2/225, Apopka (Fla) High 
13. Terry Beckner Jr. OT 6-4 293 East St. Louis (East Saint Louis, IL) Missouri 
“14. Daylon Mack DT 61 330 _Gladewater (Gladewater, TX Texas A&M 3. N.C. State 
23. _Rasheem Green DT 6-5 275 _Junipero Serra (Gardena, CA) USC Johnny Frasier, 5-10/229, Princeton (N.C.) High 


DEFENSIVE END Hyheim Hines, 5-9/187, Garner (N.C.) High : 


3. Byron Cowart SDE _6-4 250 _ Armwood (Seffner, FL) Auburn Reggie Gallaspy, 5-11/205, Greensboro (N.C.) Southern Guilford 
7. CeCe Jefferson SDE 6-2 275 __ Baker County Senior (Glen Saint Mary, FL) Florida 4. Alabama 


9. Josh Sweat WDE 6-5 240 __ Oscar Smith (Chesapeake, VA) Florida State = ; - 
16. Canton Kaumatule SDE 6-7 290 ~—_-Punahou (Honolulu, HI Oregon Damien Harris, 5-11/205, Berea (Ky.) Madison Southern 
17. Keisean Lucier-South WDE 6-4 —- 208 ~—_—_—Lutheran - Orange County (Orange,CA) _ UCLA Desherrius Flowers, 6-0.5/204, Mobile (Ala.) Vigor 
LINEBACKERS 5. Penn State 


10.__Malik Jefferson 6-2.5 215 Poteet (Mesquite, TX) Texas Saquon Barkley, 5-11/190, Whitehall (Pa.) High 


34. Justin Hilliard 6-0 225 _ St. Xavier (Cincinnati, OH) Ohio State " , 
35.__ Osa Masina 6-35 230 Brighton (Salt Lake City, UT) _ USC Andre Robloson, 6-87205, Harisharg (Pa) Bishop McDevitt — _ 


41. Porter Gustin 6-5 245 ~——SalemHills (Salem, UT) USC 

47. Roquan Smith 6-2 207 Macon County (Montezuma, GA) Georgia WIDE RECEIVER 
DEFENSIVE B. — === ss 1. Florida State 

4. _|man Marshall CB 6-1 190 Long Beach Poly (Long Beach, CA) USC George Campbell Tarpon Springs (Fia.) East Lake 

5.__ Derwin James $ 62 201 Haines City Senior (Haines City, FL Florida State more a a 

8.__Kevin Toliver Il CB 6-2 185 Trinity Christian Academy (Jacksonville, FL) _LSU DaVante Philos. 6-2/204 Mian (Fi) Cootal 

15. Tarvarus McFadden CB 198 American Heritage (Fort Lauderdale, FL) Florida State Auden Tate, 6-4.5/215, Tampa (Fla.) Wharton 

20. Kendall Sheffield cB 6-0 181 Fort Bend Marshall (Missouri City, TX) _ Alabama Nyqwan Murray, 5-10.5/163, Orlando (Fla.) Oak Ridge 
ATHLETE : 2. Notre Dame 

= a = -- _ aan = Oo = — 2 “Equanimeous St. Brown, 6-5/205, Anaheim (Calit) Servite 

a I ison jadison, _ Aubum " 2 — > 

56. Donte Jackson ATH 5-11 164 _Riverdale (New Orleans, LA) LSU Miles Boykin, 6-47220, New Lenox (I) Providence Catholi 

61. Jerome Baker ATH 6-2 203 __Benedictine (Cleveland, OH) Ohio State C.J. Sanders, 59/177, Sherman Oaks (Cal) Notre Damme _ 

74. Brian Cole ATH 6-2 190 _ Heritage (Saginaw, Ml) Michigan Jalen Guyton, 6-1/190, Allen (Texas) High 


60 Lindy’s Sports Annuals www.lindyssports.com 2015 


NATIONAL RECRUITING 


3. Ole Miss 
Damarkus Lodge, 6-2.5/190, Cedar Hill (Texas) High 
Van Jefferson, 6-2/183, Brentwood (Tenn.) Ravenwood. 3 
4. LSU 
Tyron Johnson, 6-1/191, New Orleans (La.) Warren East 
Derrick Dillon, 5-11/173, Franklinton (La.) Pine 
Jazz Ferguson, 6-5/205, Saint Francisville (La.) West Feliciana 
Brandon Martin, 6-4.5/200, Dallas (Texas) Prime Prep Academy 
5. Alabama 
Calvin Ridley, 6-0/170, Pompano Beach (Fla.) Monarch 
Daylon Charlot, 6-0/193, Patterson (La.) High B. 
TIGHT END 
1. Arkansas 
C.J. O'Grady, 6-4/230, Fayetteville (Ark.) High 


Kevin Feder, 6-9/305, Ramsey (N.J.) Don Bosco Prep 

Brandon Bowen, 6-7/30, Draper (Utah) Comer Canyon 

Mirko Jurkovic, 6-5/275, Bradenton (Fla.) IMG Academy 

‘Liam McCullough (LS), 6-2/213, Columbus (Ohio) Worthington Kilbourne 


1. Tennessee 
Kahlil McKenzie, 6-3/354, Concord (Calif.) Clayton Valley 


Kyle Phillips, 6-3.5/250, Nashville (Tenn.) Hillsboro ; 
Shy Tuttle, 6-3/320, Lexington (N.C.) North Davidson 
Andrew Butcher, 6-2/242, Alpharetta (Ga.) High = 
Darrell Taylor, 6-4/230, Hopewell (Va.) High 

Quay Picou, 6-2/271, Buford (Ga.) High 

2. Clemson 

Albert Huggins, 6-3/283, Orangeburg (S.C.) Wilkinson 


Will Gragg, 6-4/245, Dumas (Ark) High s 
Austin Cantrell, 6-4/249, Roland (Ark.) High 


2. Wisconsin 
Kyle Penniston, 6-5/232, Santa Ana (Calif.) Mater Dei 


Christian Wikins, 6-4/290, Suffield (Conn.) Suffield Academy 
Clelin Ferrell, 6-5/225, Richmond (Va.) Benedictine 

Austin Bryant, 6-5/250, Thomasville (Ga.) Thomas County Central 
Sterling Johnson, 65/281, Clayton (N.C.) Cleveland 


David Edwards, 6-7/245, Downers Grove (Ill) North 


3. Notre Dame 

Aliz’e Jones, 6-4.5/218, Las Vegas (Nev.) Bishop Gorman 
4. UCLA 

Chris Clark, 6-6/247, Avon (Conn.) Old Farms 

5. Alabama 


Hale Hentges, 6-5/230, Jefferson City (Mo.) Helias 


1. UCLA 
Josh Wariboko, 6-3.5/315, Oklahoma City (Okla.) Casady School 
Fred Ulu-Perry, 6-2/300, Honolulu (Hawaii) St. Louis 
Andre James, 6-5/275, Herriman (Utah) High 
Tevita Halalilo, 6-4/315, Moreno Valley (Calif.) Rancho Verde 
Zach Bateman, 6-7/320, Costa Mesa (Calif.) Orange Coast 
2. LSU 
Maea Teuhema, 6-4.5/340, Keller (Texas) High 
Ghidi Valenting-Okeke, 6-6/805, Ludowici (Ga.) Fath Baptist Christian Acad, 
Toby Weathersby, 6-4.5/295, Houston (Texas) Westfield 
Adrian Magee, 6-5/315, Franklinton (La.) High _ 
George Brown Jr., 6-6/253, Cincinnati (Ohio) Winton Woods 
3. Alabama 
Lester Cotton, 6-4/325, Tuscaloosa (Ala.) Central 
Richie Petitbon, 6-4/301, Washington (D.C.) Gonzaga_ ris 
Dallas Warmack, 6-1.5/306, Atlanta (Ga.) Mays 
Brandon Kennedy, 6-2.5/295, Wetumpka (Ala.) High 7 
Matt Warmack, 6-7/320, Senatobia (Miss.) Magnolia Heights 
4. Tennessee 
Drew Richmond, 6-5/310, Memphis (Tenn.) University School 
Jack Jones, 6-5/290, Murfreesboro (Tenn.) Oakland =| 
Venzell Boulware, 6-4/290, Fairburn (Ga.) Creekside 
Zach Stewart, 6-4/295, Coalfield (Tenn.) High = 
Chance Hall, 6-5/305, Roanoke (VVa.) Northside 
Riley Lovingood (LS), 6-1/240, Hendersonville (Tenn) Beech 
5. Ohio State 


Isaiah Prince, 6-6/272, Greenbelt (Md.) Eleanor Roosevelt 


Gage Cervenka, 6-1/275, Greenwood (S.C.) Emerald 
LaSamuel Davis, 6-3/194, Bamberg (S.C.) Ehrhardt 
3. Georgia 

Trent Thompson, 6-2.5/313, Albany (Ga.) Westover 
Jonathan Ledbetter, 6-4/265, Tucker (Ga.) High 

Natrez Patrick, 6-3/259, Atlanta (Ga.) Mays 

D'Andre Walker, 6-2.5/209, Fairburn (Ga.) Langston Hughes 
Chauncey Rivers, 6-2.5/247, Stone Mountain (Ga.) Stevenson 
Michael Barnett, 6-5/258, Dorchester (S.C) Woodland 
DaQuan Hawkins, 6-4/285, Atlanta (Ga.) Westlake 

Justin Young, 6-3.5/255, Loganville (Ga.) Grayson 
4. Alabama 

Daron Payne, 6-2/325, Birmingham (Ala.) Shades Valley 
Anfernee Jennings, 6-3/256, Dadeville (Ala.) High _ 
Christian Bell, 6-4/220, Birmingham (Ala.) Hoover 
5. USC 

Rasheem Green, 6-5/275, Gardena (Calif.) Junipero Serra 
Jacob Daniel, 6-4/310, Clovis (Calif.) North 

Noah Jefferson, 6-5/271, Las Vegas (Nev.) Desert Oasis 
Christian Rector, 6-3.5/255, Los Angeles (Calif:) Loyola 


Osa Masina, 6-3.5/230, Salt Lake City (Utah) Brighton 

Porter Gustin, 6-5/245, Salem (Utah) Salem Hills 
John Houston, 6-3/211, Gardena (Calif.) Junipero Serra 

Cameron Smith, 6-3/225, Granite Bay (Calif:) High : 
2. Texas 

Malik Jefferson, 6-2.5/215, Mesquite (Texas) Poteet 

Anthony Wheeler, 6-2/225, Dallas (Texas) Skyline 
Cameron Townsend, 6-0.5/195, Missouri City (Texas) Ridge Point 
Cecil Cherry, 6-0/230, Lakeland (Fla.) Victory Christian Academy _ 
3. Auburn 

Jeffery Holland, 6-2/230, Jacksonville (Fla.) Trinity Christian Acad. 
‘Darrell Williams, 6-3/226, Birmingham (Ala.) Hoover 


Matthew Burrell, 6-4/321, Woodbridge (Va.) C.D. Hylton 
Grant Schmidt, 6-6/275, Sioux Falls (S.D.) Roosevelt = 
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Richard McBryde, 6-2/210, Troy (Ala.) Charles Henderson School 
Montavious Atkinson, 6-1/200, Fairburn (Ga.) Langston Hughes 


4. Notre Dame 

Josh Barajas, 6-3/215, Merrillville (Ind.) Andrean 

Asmar Bilal, 6-2/205, Indianapolis (Ind.) Ben Davis = 
Tevon Coney, 6-1/222, Palm Beach Gardens (Fla.) High 

Bo Wallace, 6-5/213, New Orleans (La.) John Curtis 

5. Ohio State 

Justin Hilliard, 6-0/225, Cincinnati (Ohio) St. Xavier 

Nick Conner, 6-3/225, Dublin (Ohio) Scioto 


DEFENSIVE BACK 
1. Alabama 


Kendall Sheffield, 6-0/181, Missouri City (Texas) Fort Bend Marshall 
Minkah Fitzpatrick, 6-1/198, Jersey City (N.J.) St. Peters Pre 

Dionte Thompson, 6-2/181, Orange (Texas) West Orange-Stark 
Ronnie Harrison, 6-3/205, Tallahassee (Fla.) Florida State Univ. School 
2. Florida State 


" Derwin James, 6-2/201, Haines City (Fla.) High 


Tarvarus McFadden, 6-2/198, Fort Lauderdale (Fla.) Amer. Heritage 
Calvin Brewton, 5-11.5/172, Miami (Fla.) Central 

A.J. Westbrook, 6-0/173, Daytona Beach (Fla.) Mainland 

3. LSU 

Kevin Toliver Il, 6-2/185, Jacksonville (Fla.) Trinity Christian Acad. 
Xavier Lewis, 5-11/188, Reserve (La.) East St, John 7 
Jeremy Cutrer, 6-2/170, Perkinston (Miss.) Mississippi Gulf Coast 
4. Texas 

Holton Hill, 6-2/184, Houston (Texas) Lamar 

Kris Boyd, 5-11.5/185, Gilmer (Texas) High ia 
DeShon Elliott, 6-1/200, Rockwall (Texas) Heath 

Davante Davis, 6-3/200, Miami (Fla.) Booker T. Washington 
P.J. Locke, 5-10/189, Beaumont (Texas) Central 
5. USC 

Iman Marshall, 6-1/190, Long Beach (Calif.) Poly 

Marvell Tell, 6-1.5/188, Encino (Calif.) Crespi_ 

Ykili Ross, 6-0.5/175, Riverside (Calif.) Polytechnic 

Isaiah Langley, 5-11.5/161, Pleasanton (Calif.) Foothill 


ATHLETE 
1. Ohio State 


_derome Baker, 6-2/203, Cleveland (Ohio) Benedictine 
Torrance Gibson, 6-4/204, Fort Lauderdale (Fla.) American Heritage 
2. Auburn 

Kerryon Johnson, 6-0/200, Madison (Ala.) Madison Academy 
Jason Smith, 6-1/185, Perkinston (Miss.) Mississippi Gulf Coast C.C. 
Tim Irvin, 5-8.5/194, Miami (Fla.) Westminster Christian School 
3. Arizona State 

Stanley Norman, 6-0/180, Gardena (Calif.) Junipero Serra 

Jason Lewis, 6-2/247, Virginia Beach (Va.) Ocean Lakes 
Jay Jay Wilson, 6-3/228, Valencia (Calif.) High 

Morie Evans, 5-10/175, Huntsville (Texas) High =" 
4. South Carolina 

Jalen Christian, 5-10/165, Damascus (Md.) High 

Octavis Johnson, 6-1/181, Homerville (Ga.) Clinch County : 
5. Texas 

DeAndre McNeal, 6-2/228, Mesquite (Texas) Poteet 

Kai Locksley, 6-3/188, Baltimore (Md.) Gilman 

Kirk Johnson, 6-0/205, San Jose (Calif.) Valley Christian 
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KANSAS STATE 


Oct.3 


FFTFLLL 
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Nov. 26 


NATIONAL SGHEDULES 


at lowa State 
BAYLOR 

TEXAS TECH 

at Oklahoma State 
OKLAHOMA 

al Texas 

at TCU 

WEST VIRGINIA 
KANSAS STATE 


SOUTH DAKOTA 


IOWA STATE 
at Kansas 
WEST VIRGINIA 
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at Tennessee 
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atlowa State 
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OKLAHOMA STATE 
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Wrangler 
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By JC Shurburtt 
247Sports.com 


Alabama 


Overview: The Crimson Tide signed the nation’s 
No. 1 overall recruiting class for the fifth consecutive cycle, landing 
prospects from 12 different states. Included in the class are the 2015 
cycle's top-ranked running back, Damien Harris, and top-ranked receiver, 
Calvin Ridley, out of Kentucky and Florida, respectively. 


Headliner: Quarterback Blake Barnett (Corona, Calif./Santiago) was 
committed to Notre Dame early in the process, then de-committed and 
looked bound for Oregon before an unofficial visit to Tuscaloosa swayed 
him to the Tide. He's the type of quarterback that Lane Kiffin can maximize 
because of his ability to throw on the run and escape pressure in the 
pocket. 


Sleeper: Offensive tackle Matt Womack (Senatobia, Miss./Magnolia 
Heights) is a massive 6-7, 320-pound road grader who got better and 
better as his high school career went on. Further development within the 
Alabama program could mean a huge, NFL Draft pick-type of upside for the 
three-star prospect. 


Bottom Line: Top to bottom, this was another star-studded class for 
Alabama. The question remains which team will eventually snap the Tide’s 
streak of landing the top class in the country? This certainly has been an 
unprecedented run in modern recruiting history and there are no signs it 
will slow. 


Tennessee 


Overviews: \t was another sterling cycle for Butch 
Jones and the Vols, who finished with the nation’s No. 4 class per 
247Sports. There are difference-makers on the defensive line in defensive 
tackles Kahlil McKenzie and Shy Tuttle, an instant impact running back in 
Alvin Kamara and three potential quarterbacks in Quinten Dormady, 
Sheriron Jones and Jauan Jennings (who also could be a star at safety). 


Headliner: McKenzie, the No. 6 overall prospect in the 2015 cycle 
nationally and a Vols legacy, was a huge get in multiple ways. First, the 
6-3, 354-pounder could potentially come in and have an immediate impact 
on the interior of the defensive line given his skill set. Second, he was Ten- 
nessee’s “pied piper’ recruit in this class, helping build momentum with key 
targets throughout the cycle after a summer commitment. 


Sleeper: Linebacker Austin Smith (Buford, Ga.) was rated 0.8631 
(mid-three star) by the recruiting industry, but most college coaches would 
tell you off the record that they felt the 6-3, 235-pounder has “big time” 
potential. Similar to Jakob Johnson in the 2014 cycle, Smith could be an 
under-the-radar prospect that emerges as a star linebacker in Knoxville. 


Bottom Line: This class, along with 2014, has transformed the roster 
at Tennessee dramatically in two short cycles. The raw talent is in place to 
make a run at the SEC East now. The only question is: will they be ready? 


Overviews: |t should come as no surprise that the 
Tigers continued to recruit at a high level in 2015. LSU finished with the No. 
5 class in the country according to 247Sports and there are playmakers 
throughout the class. 


Headliner: Five-star cornerback Kevin Toliver II is already enrolled at 
LSU and the Tigers got quite the recruiting victory by landing the talented 
prospect out of Trinity Christian High in Jacksonville, Fla. Toliver has good 
size (6-2), is physical and can cover. He was the No. 2 overall cornerback 
prospect in the country for the 2015 cycle. 
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Sleeper: Defensive end Isaiah Washington (New Orleans, La./Edna 
Carr) is a three-star rated athlete out of the Crescent City that new defen- 
sive line coach Ed Orgeron can develop into a monster. Washington is 6-4, 
240 pounds and has all the tools to be great, it's just a matter of work and 
development. 


Bottom Line: LSU landed seven of the top 10 prospects from the 
state of Louisiana, including game-breaking playmakers Tyron Johnson and 
Derrick Dillon and three good, physical running backs — Derrius Guice, 
David Ducre and Nick Brossette. This is another class with several future 
NFL players heading to LSU and another great effort on the recruiting trail 
for Miles and company. 


Georgia 


Overview: This was, almost quietly, one heck of a 
class for Georgia, particularly when it comes to upgrading the defensive line 
talent on the roster and landing upgrades in the secondary. The Bulldogs’ 
seven defensive line signees had an average 247Sports Composite rating 
of 0.9369 — which is a solid mid to high four star. The eight signees in the 
secondary are a mix of sleepers and stars. 


Headliner: The 247Sports Composite National Player of the Year, 
defensive tackle Trent Thompson (Albany, Ga./Westover), was the definite 
headliner. Thompson was the top defensive tackle prospect in the country 
(and No. 1 overall) in a cycle that featured plenty of high-end defensive 
tackle talent. He should contend for playing time immediately and is just the 
tip of the iceberg in terms of the UGA program overhauling and upgrading 
its interior defensive line. 


TOP 20 INCOMING 
SEC RECRUITS 


1. Trent Thompson 6-2.5/313 DT Albany, Ga/Westover Georgia 


4, Kahlil McKenzie 6-3/354 DT Concord, Calif./Clayton Valley Tennessee 
5. CeCe Jefferson 6-2/275 DE Glen St. Mary, Fla/Baker Co, Florida 


8. Terry Beckner Jr, 6-4/293 DT — EastSt. Louis, Ill, Missouri 
18. Kyler Murray 5-10/180 QB Allen, Texas Texas A&M 
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Sleeper: Cornerback DeAndre Baker (Miami, Fla./Northwestern) caught 
the eye of Georgia defensive coordinator Jeremy Pruitt during the Bulldogs’ 
summer camp after the young defensive back took almost 100 reps in the 
heat and then proceeded to run a great 40-yard dash time. Baker is only 
going to get better so watch for him in the future. 


Bottom Line: Georgia always recruits well, but there’s something 
special about this class compared to previous Bulldogs hauls. The defen- 
sive line and secondary help is obvious, but dynamic playmakers like Terry 
Godwin and Jayson Stanley at receiver will make an impact, too. The class 
was ranked No. 6 nationally by 247Sports. This class is the start of building 
another foundation that can propel this program to a playoff run. 


Overview: Aubum raided neighboring Georgia 
(10 signees) and Florida (8) in an impressive 27-member No. 9-ranked 
class that was helped along by the additions of Will Muschamp (defensive 
coordinator) and Travaris Robinson (secondary) after the season ended. 


Headliner: Running back Jovon Robinson (Georgia Military College) 
was the nation’s top junior college prospect and returns to Auburn, where 
he started his college career. Robinson already is in contention to start 
at running back for the Tigers and some believe he could be a Heisman 
candidate in his first year on the Plains. 


Sleeper: Cornerback Jeremiah Dinson was committed to Kentucky for 
most of the process, but the south Florida star blew up toward the end of 
the cycle and had several options, picking Auburn in the end. Dinson is 
6-0, 190 pounds and can run and hit. Look for him to do good things on the 
Plains. 


Bottom Line: Auburn was lethal down the stretch, landing several 
prospects of impact, including five-star defensive end Byron Cowart 

from Armwood High in Seffner, Fla., who was a lean to Florida prior to 
Muschamp heading to the Tigers. It's a deep and talented class that should 
impact the AU program for years to come. 


Texas A&M 


: Overviews: Kevin Sumlin and his staff landed another 
outstanding class, one that ranked No. 11 nationally according to 247Sports 
and featured in-state headliners like defensive tackle Daylon Mack and 
quarterback Kyler Murray. 


Headliner: \t's tough to pick between Mack and Murray here, but Mack 
was one of the most productive high school defensive tackles in the country 
and with Kyle Allen already entrenched at quarterback, Mack will make the 
earlier impact for the Aggies. The 6-1, 330-pounder was the No. 18 overall 
prospect in the 2015 cycle. 


Sleeper: Running back Kendall Bussey is a compact, powerful running 
back from Isidore Newman High in New Orleans that was once a Tennes- 
see pledge. The Aggies have good depth at his position, but watch out for 
him down the road, he's deceptively good. 


Bottom Line: Landing Mack and Murray in-state and five-star receiver 
Christian Kirk from Arizona, along with plenty of additional talent, made this 
class another great one for Sumlin and company, particularly on defense 
where A&M needed help. Get used to it. Texas A&M will annually recruit 
among the nation’s best for years to come. 


Overviews: The Rebels signed another excellent 
class in 2015, ranking No. 17 nationally per 247Sports. There is immediate 
help at wide receiver with four-star prospects DaMarkus Lodge (Cedar Hill, 
Texas) and Van Jefferson (Brentwood, Tenn./Ravenwood) joining the fold, 
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a junior college quarterback in Chad Kelly who could start and additional 
talent throughout the class. 


Headliner: Lodge was one of the most college-ready receivers in the 
2015 class. He's 6-2, a smooth route runner and has excellent hands. The 
Rebels won a recruiting battle with Texas, Texas A&M and Baylor for his 
services, something that is not easy to do. 


Sleeper: Defensive end Rasool Clemons is as raw as they come, but 
the South Aiken (S.C.) product is 6-7, 220 pounds with excellent length and 
athleticism. In time, the Rebels can develop him into an excellent outside 
pass rusher. 


Bottom Line: Given the impact talent at the various positions, this 
class could end up being a whole lot more impressive than its top 20 
national ranking. Hugh Freeze and staff continue to be able to sell Ole Miss 
all over the country while at the same time splitting the in-state talent with 
rival Mississippi State. Just like the Bulldogs, the Rebels are set up well for 
the future. 


Overview: This Bulldogs class finished No. 18 
nationally per 247Sports and featured a combined 16 prospects (high 
school and JUCO) from the Magnolia State. There are talented players 
throughout the class and the Bulldogs have another outstanding group to 
develop as they should remain competitive in the SEC West in future years. 


Headliner: Safety Jamal Peters (Bassfield, Miss.) is how you draw 
them up. He's 6-3, 205 pounds, has great range, good ball skills and can 
end up developing into an absolute terror for the Bulldogs on defense. The 
U.S. Army All-American was the No. 3 safety prospect nationally for the 
2015 cycle per 247Sports Composite rankings. 


Sleeper: Cornerback Chris Stamps (Vicksburg, Miss./Warren Central) 
has good size (6-1, 170 pounds) and excellent ball skills. Look for him 

to make an impact sooner rather than later, despite a relatively modest 
247Sports Composite rating of 0.8670 (mid-three stars). He's the type of 
evaluation that this Mississippi State staff has made frequently in recent 
years — a good one. 


Bottom Line: On paper, this is an excellent class with a nice mix of 
“no-brainer” type elite talent, excellent evaluations and sleeper prospects 
that have a chance to out-play their rating. While Mississippi State hasn't 
made the headlines recruiting that rival Ole Miss has (different approaches), 
the Bulldogs have recruited just as well and should continue to have the 
talent to compete in the SEC West in future seasons. 


South Carolina 


Overview: The Gamecocks signed much-needed 
immediate help on the defensive line and despite suffering through some 
de-commitments late in the process, managed to sign the No. 19 overall 
class in 2015 per 247Sports. Head coach Steve Spurrier remarked on 
Signing Day that he felt this class would outperform its ranking. 


Headliner: Defensive end Marquavius Lewis is on campus and already 
in the starting lineup for South Carolina. The Greenwood, S.C., native 
(same high school that produced Houston Texans safety D.J. Swearinger, 
among others) was the top-ranked JUCO defensive end in the country out 
of Hutchinson, Kan., Community College. 


Sleeper: |f he does not go the pro baseball route, wide receiver Dexter 
Neal (Stone Mountain, Ga./Stephenson) has everything you want in a 
receiver prospect. He’s 6-4, 200 pounds, has good hands and deceptive 
speed. If he comes to school to play football, he could break into the Game- 
cocks receiver rotation early. 


Bottom Line: This class filled immediate needs that South Carolina 
has, particularly along the aforementioned defensive line as Lewis, Dante 
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Sawyer, Ulric Jones, Dexter Wideman and Devante Covington all arrive 
from the junior college or prep school ranks. In-state star Shameik Black- 
shear has a world of upside and Quandeski Whitlow is a sleeper from 
Alabama who drew rave reviews at the Alabama-Mississippi all-star game. 
The talent at that spot at South Carolina has been upgraded quickly, which 
was needed. 


Overviews: The Gators finished strong, landing 
five-star offensive tackle Martez Ivey (Apopka, Fla.) and five-star defensive 
end CeCe Jefferson (Glen St. Mary, Fla./Baker County) late, surviving 
pushes from SEC rivals Auburn (both), Alabama and Ole Miss (Jefferson) 
to land the long-time leans. Florida finished No. 21 nationally in the 
247Sports team rankings. 


Headliner: \vey was the No, 2 overall prospect nationally in the 2015 
Class and the consensus top-ranked offensive tackle. Given Florida's depth 
issues on the offensive line, he could come in and challenge for a starting 
role immediately. In 2015, he won't be as good as he is going to be, but he 
certainly is capable of being serviceable and showing glimpses of his huge 
upside. 

Sleeper: Safety Kylan Johnson (Dallas, Texas/Skyline) is a 6-3, 
202-pound safety that committed to Florida sight unseen. His excellent 
frame and athletic ability, combined with good ball skills, make him a player 
to watch in the future for the Gators on defense. 


Bottom Line: \t was Jim McElwain and staff's first recruiting cycle and 
you can never accurately judge how a staff will recruit based on their first 
class. Basically, anything you get is a bonus and with Ivey and Jefferson 
coming on board late, combined with four-star south Florida running back 
prospects Jordan Scarlett and Jordan Cronkrite, the Gators staff did as 
well as.can be expected. Now, on to 2016. 


Arkansas 


Overviews: The Razorbacks had an outstanding 
effort on the recruiting trail for the 2015 cycle, ranking within the top 25 
nationally (No. 23) and more importantly landing nine of the top 10 Natural 
State prospects it offered. 


Headliner: Quarterback Ty Storey (Charleston, Ark.) has good size at 
6-3, 216 pounds and a big arm. He’s an excellent fit for what the Razor- 
backs like to do offensively and should be the quarterback of the future in 
Fayetteville. 


Sleeper: Defensive end T.J. Smith (Moultrie, Ga./Colquitt County) 
flipped from Vanderbilt to Arkansas late in the process and many Commo- 
dores insiders felt at the time he was the best player Vandy had committed. 
The Razorbacks have made a living recruiting sleeper defensive linemen 
during the past 15 years and Smith could continue that tradition. 


Bottom Line: This is another stellar class from Bret Bielema and 

his staff. Building Arkansas into an SEC contender is similar to building 
Wisconsin into a contender in the Big Ten — recruit great offensive linemen 
and backs, recruit your state well and then hit talent pockets and take a 
resourceful approach (i.e. finds and great evaluations) to the rest. So far 
so good and it's starting to show on the field. 


Missouri 


Overviews: The Tigers finished ranked No. 25 in the 
247Sports team rankings for the 2015 cycle, fueled in large part by five-star 
defensive lineman Terry Beckner Jr. (East St. Louis, Ill.) picking Mizzou on 
Signing Day and by U.S. Army All-American quarterback Drew Lock, who 
could be the next great one for the Tigers. 
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Headliner: There are two types of Missouri defensive line recruits that 


have been successful during the Pinkel era — first are the great evalua- 
tions (Shane Ray, Michael Sam), second are the “no-brainer” elite types 
which would include Sheldon Richardson and now Beckner Jr. The 6-4, 
293-pound Beckner was athletic enough to play defensive end in high 
school and could see some spot duty there in college, but long-term, he’s 
a Richardson-esque interior defensive line prospect. 


Sleeper: Mizzou went to the hometown of Denver Broncos receiver 
Demaryius Thomas (Dublin, Ga.) and landed 6-7, pass-catching freak 
Justin Smith. This kid has special potential and great upside and depending 
on how quickly he develops, could help out relatively early in his Missouri 
career with an eye toward being downright nasty later on. 


Bottom Line: The Tigers landed six of the top 12 within the state of 
Missouri and with Beckner right across the river in Illinois, you could say that 
Mizzou got more than its share of the local talent and supplemented it with 
excellent evaluations from elsewhere. Chances are, there will be one or two 
players in this class nobody even mentions that will be stars. 


Kentucky 


Overviews: |t was a smaller class for Mark Stoops 
and the Wildcats and losing five-star in-state running back Damien Harris 
was a blow. But there are good football players being added to the roster in 
Lexington. 


Headliner: Linebacker Eli Brown (Bowling Green, Ky./Warren East) is 
a 6-2, 190-pound striker who has excellent athleticism and lateral ability. 
Brown has the chance to be a star at UK and should contribute early in his 
career, Only Harris out-ranked him among the in-state talent in 2015. 


Sleeper: Levon Livingston is a 6-7, 232-pound big-framed jumbo 
athlete from Ballou High in Washington, D.C. He projects as an offensive 
tackle, but could also be a defensive lineman if he can't add the weight. 
Chances are Livingston redshirts, but look for him to make a big impact 
down the road. 


Bottom Line: This Kentucky class ranked No. 39 nationally, according 
to 247Sports, and featured five more signees from the state of Ohio, which 
is becoming prime recruiting territory for the ‘Cats. There weren't the head- 
liners here that there were in 2014, with in-state stars Drew Barker and Matt 
Elam signing with Big Blue, but there still are some good players as Stoops 
and staff continue to build in Lexington. 


Overview: This class was small in size (only 18 
signees), but the Commodores took a national approach, landing players 
from 12 different states, a wise approach considering the wide net you have 
to cast at Vanderbilt. There are players that can help right away, too. 


Headliner: Linebacker Josh Smith (Murfreesboro, Tenn./Oakland) was 
the No. 3 inside linebacker prospect in the country for the cycle and a U.S. 
Army All-American. The 6-3, 230-pounder has the size, athleticism and 
tenacity to jump in and compete for playing time right away for Vanderbilt. 


Sleeper: Offensive tackle Jared Southers (West Orange, N.J./Seton Hall 
Prep) appeared headed for Yale until Vanderbilt offered and pursued. The 
6-5, 285-pounder has excellent upside and athleticism and was one of the 
top senior risers in the Garden State for the 2015 cycle. Look for him to do 
big things in Nashville. 


Bottom Line: Though the ranking (No. 47 nationally) was on the low 
end, this class does help fill out some roster issues Derek Mason and his 
staff currently have — and there are players here that can help and perform 
at a high level. Vanderbilt also got a quarterback that has a chance to be 
good — pro-style passer Kyle Shurmur out of Pennsylvania. Watch out for 
the 6-4 signal caller in the future. 
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PICKING THE SEC 


Quarterback Battles Cloud the Division Races 


seven national championships, played 
for another and had a team selected for 
the first-ever College Football Playoff. 

Alabama or Auburn has been in the 
national title hunt each year since 2009. 

No doubt, the SEC has been domi- 
nant. Yet, the league has gone two years 
without hoisting the championship tro- 
phy. 

One thing we've learned: You might not 
even be able to guess who is going to win 
the SEC — remember Auburn went from 
0-8 to SEC champs in 2013 — but whoever 
that team is will have a chance to capture 
the national crown. 

What’s intriguing about this year is 
that three teams among Lindy’s top 15 
— Alabama, Georgia, LSU — have some 
degree of quarterback concerns. A fourth 
highly ranked team, Auburn, has a first- 
time, full-time starter. 

Two other teams trying to bounce back 


I n the past nine years, the SEC has won 


SEC EAST 


Good news 


1. Georgia 
backers anchor the defense. 


2. Tennessee 


3. Missouri 


4. Florida 


5. South Carolina 


6. Kentucky 


7. Vanderbilt 
SEC WEST 


1. Alabama 


2. Auburn 


3. LSU 


4. Texas A&M 


5. Arkansas 


6. Ole Miss 


7. Miss. State 
sive tackle, defensive tackle. 
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RB Nick Chubb is phenomenal; standout line- 


Josh Dobbs is one of SEC’s top three QBs; Vols 
are strong at RB, WR; defense has more speed. 


QB Maty Mauk, RB Russell Hansbrough 
return; Tigers led SEC in sacks, TFLs. 


Defense — fifth in the SEC last season — should 
be strong again; team improved at WR and RB. 


WR Pharoh Cooper is a game-changer; the 
running backs and linebackers are solid. 


QB Patrick Towles showed promise; Wildcats 
scored at least 30 points in five games. 


Vandy returns 19 starters; despite 0-8 SEC mark, 
the ‘Dores came within 10 points in three losses. 


Nick Saban has amassed another super-tal- 
ented roster, and he knows what to do with it. 


Gus Malzahn has a terrific offensive mind and 
is smart enough to hire DC Will Muschamp. 


The Tigers have athletes everywhere (as 
usual); RBs, WRs and defense are strong. 


Sophomore DE Myles Garrett is already a star; 
DC John Chavis will help boost defense. 


Hogs have great 1-2 running attack, and the 
defense vastly improved last season. 


Dual-threat QB Dak Prescott had 3,449 pass- 
ing, 986 rushing, accounted for 41 TDs. 


First-round talent abounds at receiver, offen- 


— Florida and South Carolina — didn’t 
identify a starting quarterback in the 
spring. And yet another team, otherwise 
ultra-talented Ole Miss, hasn’t figured out 
its quarterback position, either. 

Good news for these teams: In the past 
five years, two SEC teams that went into 
the fall with an unproven signal-caller 
ended up with a Heisman Trophy winner 
— Cam Newton at Auburn and Johnny 
Manziel at Texas A&M. 

It all makes this year’s races seem all 
the more unpredictable, especially in the 
loaded West. 


WEST DIVISION 

Alabama won the SEC with first-year 
starter Blake Sims at quarterback last 
year. The Tide will try to repeat with 
another first-year starter, possibly Jake 
Coker, a Florida State transfer who failed 
to beat out Sims a year ago. The Tide has 
a strong supporting cast, led by running 


Bad news 


Starting its third QB in three seasons; has to 
play Alabama and Auburn from the West. 


Vols allowed an SEC-high 43 sacks last year: 
UT lacks depth on both lines. 


Missouri lost all-purpose back Marcus Murphy 
and first-round DE Shane Ray. 


Offense was 12th in the SEC, and is retooling 
with an unproven quarterback. 


There is inexperience at quarterback; defense 
was ranked 13th in the SEC last season. 


Scoring defense (31.2 ppg) was 13th in the 


Was last in the SEC in scoring offense, scoring 


just 11 starters and looks for spark at OB. 


Tigers lost QB Nick Marshall, a 1,600-yard 
tunning back and a big-play receiver. 


Chavis left for A&M; passing game still lagging. 


ypg) and run defense, 13th in pass defense. 


Arkansas ranked 11th in passing in the SEC 
last season; defense lost several top players. 


Bulldogs return SEC-low eight starters; lost 


Rebels searching for a quarterback, appear 
average at RB, lost SEC interception leader. 


SEC, and top defender, DE Bud Dupree, is gone. 


defense; QB is unproven, and team lacks playmakers. 


Lost three key players early to NFL; Tide returns 


Lost three guys early to NFL Draft, and DC John 


!n 2014, was last in SEC in total defense (450.8 


best RB, best LB; rugged road schedule awaits. 


back Derrick Henry. The defensive front 
seven should be nasty. 

Auburn is deservedly high on quarter- 
back Jeremy Johnson, who filled in admi- 
rably when Nick Marshall was sidelined 
last season. There are few worries that 
the offense will again be productive. The 
concern is defense, where Will Muschamp 
takes over as coordinator. 

LSU could win the West if it gets solid 
quarterback play from either Anthony 
Jennings or Brandon Harris. The run 
game, receivers and defense are high 
quality. 

Mississippi State has the league’s best 
returning quarterback in Dak Prescott, but 
the Bulldogs lost their top running back, 
receiver and linebacker. Texas A&M can 
score points but must bolster its defense 
to contend, Arkansas is on the rise behind 
a powerful run game. Ole Miss, while 
hunting for a quarterback, is stocked with 
NFL talent. 


CONFERENCE PICKS 


Our call 


The supporting cast will overcome average QB play as 
the East's most talented team does what it should. 


Last year’s bowl win and 4-1 finish leads us to believe 
Vols can win eight or nine and contend in East. 


Gary Pinkel keeps finding ways to win, but it's unlikely 
the Tigers three-peat in East. 


New coach Jim McElwain will improve the offense, but 
Gators will struggle to exceed 7-5 mark. 


With a rough road schedule and a dearth of difference- 
makers, not exactly a big bounce-back. 


Some positive things going on with the program, but 
another two-win SEC season sounds about fight. 


Derek Mason fired both coordinators, then took over 
a bad defense. More rebuilding to come. 


We find nothing about repeating in the West easy, but 
Saban has earned trust that it can be done in ‘15. 


The offense will score, Muschamp will improve the 
defense, and we simply can’t wait for the Iron Bowl. 


The QBs will produce enough that LSU will rebound 
from 8-5 season to contend for West title. 


Chavis will improve the defense and the offense will 
produce ... so, at worst, Aggies are a tough out. 


Hogs came on strong to beat LSU, Ole Miss, Texas in 
bowl; 2015 will see more progress. 


Prescott sparks attack, but defense allowed 80 points 
in last two games; MSU won't win 10 again. 


The Rebels are a huge wild card. Has talent to contend 
in West, but OB play could derail that notion. 


Lindy’s Sports Annuals 69 


EAST DIVISION 

Georgia will have a new quarterback 
(Brice Ramsey) and a new offensive coor- 
dinator (Brian Schottenheimer), but the 
Bulldogs have so many proven players. 
Nick Chubb (1,547 yards) is probably the 
best running back in a league filled with 
great running backs. Leonard Floyd and 
Jordan Jenkins are among the nation’s 
best outside linebackers. 

While Georgia benefits from playing 
host to Missouri, the Bulldogs have the 
toughest West Division crossovers, facing 
Alabama and Auburn. Missouri doesn’t 
have it easy, though, getting Mississippi 
State and Arkansas from the West. 

Can Missouri surprise again and win 
the East? The Tigers return quarterback 
Maty Mauk and 1,000-yard rusher Russell 
Hansbrough, but they lose SEC Defensive 
Player of the Year Shane Ray and multi- 
purpose athlete Marcus Murphy. 

Tennessee is on the upswing, led by 
quarterback Josh Dobbs, who steered the 
Vols to a 4-1 finish last year. South Carolina 
(7-6) hopes for a bounce-back season after 
having its three-year streak of 11 wins 
snapped. Florida fired Will Muschamp and 
is rebuilding under Jim McElwain. 

— Jimmy Hyams 


QB Dak Prescott Sr. Mississippi State 


RB Nick Chubb So. Georgia 
5 RB Derrick Henry Jr. Alabama 
a WR Laquon Treadwell Jr. Ole Miss 
=y WR Pharoh Cooper dr. South Carolina 
2 TE Evan Engram Jr. Ole Miss 
1 C Evan Boehm Sr. Missouri 
Rey OL LaremyTunsil Jr. Ole Miss 
Ei OL Cam Robinson So. Alabama 
ES OL John Theus Sr. Georgia 
= OL Greg Pyke Jr. Georgia 

AP Isaiah McKenzie So. Georgia 

PK Austin MacGinnis So. Kentucky 

DL Cari Lawson So. Auburn 
3 DL Myles Garrett So. Texas A&M 
Pcl DL Robert Nkemdiche Jr. Ole Miss 
3 DL A’Shawn Robinson Jr. Alabama 
77 LB Reggie Ragland Sr. Alabama 
= LB Antonio Morrison — Sr. Florida 
i 6LB Leonard Floyd Jr. Georgia 
Hl DB Vernon Hargreaves Il Jr. Florida 
a DB Cam Sutton Jr. Tennessee 
xq DB JamalAdams So. LSU 
= DB Quincy Mauger Jr. Georgia 

P_ JK Scott So. Alabama 


HONOR ROLL 


Most accurate passer Kyle Allen Texas A&M 
Strongest arm Dak Prescott Mississippi State 
Best scrambler Dak Prescott Mississippi State 
Coolest in the clutch Josh Dobbs Tennessee 
Toughest to bring down Nick Chubb Georgia 
Best hands Pharoh Cooper South Carolina 
Most dangerous deep threat Laquon Treadwell Ole Miss 
Best pass blocker Laremy Tunsil Ole Miss 
Best run blocker Cam Robinson Alabama 
Best cover corner Vernon Hargreaves III Florida 
Best pass rusher Myles Jarrett Texas A&M 
Special teams demon Isaiah McKenzie Georgia 


Most Valuable Offensive Player Defensive Player 
Player the Year of the Year 
4 
( f &. 
phe 
Dak Prescott, Nick Chubb, Vernon Hargreaves Ill, 
QB, Mississippi State RB, Georgia CB, Florida 


OFFENSE - SECOND TEAM 
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QB 
RB 
RB 


Josh Dobbs Jr. 
Leonard Fournette So. 
Alex Collins Jr. 


WR Duke Williams Sr. 
WR De’Runnya Wilson Jr. Mississippi State 

Hunter Henry Jr. 
Ryan Kelly Sr. 
Dan Skipper Jr. 
Connor McGovern Sr. 
Shon Coleman Jr. 
Jerald Hawkins Jr. 
Speedy Noil So. 
Marshall Morgan Sr. 


Derek Barnett So. 
Curt Maggitt Sr. 
Montravius Adams Jr. 
Harold Brantley Jr. 
Jordan Jenkins Sr. 
Kentrell Brothers — Sr. 
Jalen Reeves-Maybin Jr. 
Jonathan Jones Sr. 


Tony Connor Sr. 
Brian Randolph Sr. 
Cyrus Jones Sr. 
Drew Kaser Sr. 


Tennessee 
LSU 
Arkansas 
Auburn 


Arkansas 
Alabama 
Arkansas 
Missouri 
Auburn 
LSU 

Texas A&M 
Georgia 


Tennessee 
Tennessee 
Auburn 
Missouri 
Georgia 
Missouri 
Tennessee 
Auburn 
Ole Miss 
Tennessee 
Alabama 
Texas A&M 
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DEFENSE - THIRD TEAM 


QB 
RB 


TE 
C 

OL 
OL 
OL 


Jeremy Johnson 
Jalen Hurd 


Steven Scheu 
Mike Matthews 
Denver Kirkland 
Vadal Alexander 
Brandon Shell 
Jordan Swindle 
Boom Williams 
Andrew Baggett 


Marquis Haynes 
Johnathan Allen 
Chris Jones 
Jonathan Bullard 
Kendell Beckwith 
Lorenzo Carter 
Denzel Nkemdiche 
TreDavious White 
Will Redmond 
Jalen Mills 

lan Simon 

Jamie Keehn 


Newcomer 
of the Year 


RB Jonathan Williams Sr. 
WR Demarcus Robinson Jr. 
WR Josh Reynolds 


RB, Tennessee 


Alvin Kamara, 


Jr. Auburn 
So. Tennessee 
Arkansas 

Florida 

Jr. Texas A&M 
Sr. Vanderbilt 
Sr. Texas A&M 
Jr. Arkansas 
Sr. LSU 
Jr. South Carolina 
Sr. Kentucky 
So. Kentucky 
Sr. Missouri 
So. Ole Miss 
Jr. Alabama 
Jr. Mississippi State 
Jr. Florida 
Jr. LSU 
So. Georgia 
Sr. Ole Miss 
Jr. LSU 
Sr. Mississippi State 
Jr. LSU 
Sr. Missouri 
Sr. LSU 
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THE BIG ONES 


Sept. 3 

South Carolina vs, North Carolina (Charlotte) 
Sept. 5 

Alabama vs. Wisconsin (Arlington) 
Auburn vs. Louisville (Atlanta) 
Texas A&M vs. Arizona State (Houston) 
Sept. 12 

LSU at Mississippi State 
Oklahoma at Tennessee 

Sept. 19 

Ole Miss at Alabama 

Auburn at LSU 

South Carolina at Georgia 
Sept. 26 

Texas A&M vs. Arkansas (Arlington) 
Tennessee at Florida 

LSU at Syracuse 

Oct. 3 

Alabama at Georgia 

Oct. 10 

Georgia at Tennessee 

Oct. 17 

Florida at LSU 

Missouri at Georgia 

Oct. 24 

Tennessee at Alabama 

Oct. 31 

Florida vs. Georgia (Jacksonville) 
Nov. 7 

LSU at Alabama 

Nov. 14 

Georgia at Auburn 

Nov. 21 

Tennessee at Missouri 

Nov. 28 

Alabama at Auburn 

Florida State at Florida 

Georgia at Georgia Tech 

South Carolina at Clemson 


Border-state schools rarely play for SEC-ACC bragging rights. 


Tide has dominated neutral site games vs. Big Ten, ACC, Big 12. 
Auburn's Jeremy Johnson faces a tough Louisville front seven. 
Aggies will find out if defense has improved under DC John Chavis. 


Very early, this could separate contender from pretender in West. 
Vols seek revenge after getting trounced in Norman last year. 


Rebels pulled upset over No. 1 Tide last year in Oxford 
Auburn mauled Bengals last year; winner makes West statement. 
Loser has usually finished behind winner in East chase. 


Aggies play in another NFL venue vs. former SWC rival. 
Rivalry once decided East title; Gators have won 10 in a row. 
Rare venture to Northeast for LSU; Les Miles can’t eat this grass. 


Battle of favorites to win respective divisions; rematch is possible. 


With Vols on upswing, outcome could determine East winner. 


LSU has won 4 of 5 but doesn’t want Florida as permanent East foe. 


Georgia won at Mizzou last year but couldn't hold serve at home in 2013. 
Nick Saban has dominated Vols (8-0) since going to Bama in 2007. 
Dawgs blew chance to win East last year when Gators ran at will. 
Winningest SEC programs over the past decade could decide West. 
South's oldest rivalry, could impact each divisional race. 

If Georgia stumbles, this could be for East supremacy. 


Iron Bowl winner has played for six straight national titles. 
Though Gators have struggled, this is still a bitter ballgame. 
SEC East favorites takes on ACC division contender. 
Clemson finally ended Gamecocks win streak at five. 


*Only draft-eligible players included. 


—_ 
JORDAN JENKINS 


BOWL CONNECTIONS 


One or-more SEC teams are eligible for 
the four-team College Football Playoff. 
Those SEC teams not selected for the 
semifinals can be picked for the Sugar 
bowl this season 


SEC #1 Sugar vs. Big 12 

SEC #2 Citrus vs. Big Ten 

SEC #3 Outback vs. Big Ten 

SEC #4-7 Taxslayer.com vs. Big Ten 
SEC #4-7 Music City vs. ACC 

SEC #4-7 Liberty vs. Big 12 

SEC #4-7 Belk vs. ACC 

SEC #8-10 Birmingham vs. Big East 
SEC #8-10 Independence vs. ACC 
SEC #8-10 Texas vs. Big 12 


ce 1. Laremy Tunsil LT Jr. Ole Miss Could play LT or RT, but pros like him on blind side. 

Pa 2. Vernon Hargreaves Ill CB Jr. Florida Terrific cover corner; great feet, hips, makeup speed. 
if 3. Robert Nkemdiche DT Jr. Ole Miss Great athlete for inside player, could be DE in 3-4. 

xq 4. Leonard Floyd OLB Jr. Georgia Has a skill NFL loves — he can rush the passer. 

if 5. Duke Williams WR Sr. _— Auburn Rare blend of size, speed; and he’s a dude with a ‘tude. 
fy 6. A’Shawn Robinson DT Jr Alabama Outstanding talent, run stopper; plays with effort. 

a 7. Laquon Treadwell WR sJr. Ole Miss Big-time WR, big target, good hands and speed. 

=| 8. Carl Lawson DE So. Auburn Explosive, disruptive player; missed last year (ACL). 

py 9. Derrick Henry RB Jr. Alabama Extremely productive; concern: straight line runner. 

So 10. Reggie Ragland LB Sr. Alabama Good instincts, sure tackler, every down LB. 
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AROUND THE SEC 


First Round of 2015 Draft Produces SEC Highlights 


he SEC did not win last year’s 
national title, and it did not win the 
first round of the NFL Draft. 

It’s not that the league didn’t do very well, 
as usual. It sent seven players into the first 
round, including the No. 3 pick (Florida 
defensive end Dante Fowler Jr.) and the 
No. 4 pick (Alabama receiver Amari Cooper). 

When the 32 picks were done, seven 
SEC players had come off the board. 

This time, though, the conference was 
slightly outclassed by the Pac-12 and the 
ACC, which each had nine players drafted 
in the first round. 

Compare that to 2014, when the SEC 
led the way with 11 first-rounders. Not to 


worry: Through the 2014 draft, the SEC 


had churned out the most overall draftees 
in eight consecutive seasons. 

Some other draft tidbits: 

+ Since 2000, Alabama has had 19 first- 


round picks, but this year’s draft ended a 
remarkable five-year streak in which the 
Tide had produced multiple first-rounders. 

+ Cooper went to Oakland at No. 4. Said 
Raiders coach Jack Del Rio: “He’s been 
exposed to a lot, been utilized a lot of dif- 
ferent ways. He’s run the entire route tree. 
It’s rare when you find guys that come 
into the league and they have that kind of 
polish on them coming out.” 

+ Kentucky defensive end Bud Dupree 
went to the Steelers with the 22nd pick. He 
became the first UK player to go in the first 
round in 12 years (DT Dewayne Robertson). 

- No Florida Gator has ever been select- 
ed higher than No. 3. Fowler joined ex- 
Gators DT Gerard Warren (2001), WR Wes 
Chandler (1978) and QB Steve Spurrier 
(1967) in being selected third overall. 

+ Georgia running back Todd Gurley, 
less than six months after tearing an ACL, 


FOUR-YEAR STANDINGS 


EC 


EAST 
Georgia 
Missouri* 
South Carolina 
Florida 
Vanderbilt 
Tennessee 
Kentucky 
WEST 
Alabama 

LSU 

Texas A&M* 
Mississippi State 
Auburn 

Ole Miss 
Arkansas 


13-11 
15-17 
15-17 
11-21 
10-22 


313), 
Note: Missouri and Texas A&M have been in SEC for only three seasons. 
C=SEC championships; D=Division titles; Maj=Major bowls; B=Bowls 
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25-23 


0/0 
0/0 


Now FP Re WO HH WwW FF WO SF 


went No. 10 overall to the St. Louis Rams 
and ended a two-year drought for running 
backs in the first round. No Dawgs’ tail- 
back had been among in the top 10 picks 
since Garrison Hearst in 1993. 

* Texas A&M offensive tackle Cedric 
Ogbuehi went to Cincinnati at No. 21. The 
Aggies have produced a first-round pick 
in five consecutive drafts. 


Spurrier at 70 

South Carolina coach Steve Spurrier 
turned 70 this spring — he’s the third-oldest 
FBS head coach, trailing Kansas State’s Bill 
Snyder (75) and Ohio’s Frank Solich, who 
reached the big 7-oh last September. 

While the Gamecocks took a step back 
on the field last season, going a disap- 
pointing 7-6, Spurrier hasn’t lost his fast- 
ball when it comes to the gift of gab. He 
even joined Twitter this spring, although 


Comment 

It’s now eight years since major bowl. 
Last two years: 14-2 SEC, two East titles. 
Three 11-win seasons on the resume. 
Only one winning SEC season in last five. 
Winless in SEC in ‘14 after making 3 bowls. 
Rising gradually ... too gradually. 

Back to bad days (what’s a bowl?). 
Comment 

These guys are 46-4 in regular season. 
Um .,. 9-7 in SEC past two years? 

Each year in SEC has been tougher. 
Annual bowlers, 10 wins last year. 
ICYMI; Sporting a losing SEC mark. 

That 2-10, 0-8 of 2011 is so long ago. 
Only four SEC wins in past three years. 
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not prolifically. 

Anyway, he managed to spice up the 
offseason when he said that going 7-6 at 
South Carolina was a “decent year,” but 
noted that the reaction was comically dif- 
ferent for the same record at Tennessee. 

“In Knoxville,” Spurrier said, “they’re 
still doing cartwheels because they went 
7-6 and won a bowl game.” 

Yes, Spurrier appears in good mental and 
physical health as he pushes into his 70s. 
Age certainly hasn’t limited Snyder from 
sustained success at K-State, and there’s 
no reason to think it will for Spurrier. It is 
rather sobering to think, though, that the 
youngest head coach in the FBS — Western 
Michigan’s 34-year-old PJ. Fleck — was 
born 14 years after Spurrier won the 1966 
Heisman. 


Hurry up already 

Arkansas coach Bret Bielema continues 
to complain about hurry-up offenses. He 
says fast-paced teams could end up playing 
the equivalent of five more games, which is 
a number he might have just pulled out of 
thin air ... because those numbers only add 
up if you take it to the very extreme. 

The team with the nation’s fastest 
pace (Baylor) averaged about 26 more 
offensive plays per game than the slow- 
est team (New Mexico). Over 12 games, 
that’s 312 more plays — which actually 
would be close to five more games at the 
turtle pace of the Lobos, but only a mere 
additional three-and-a-half games for the 
hasty Bears. 

In the SEC, things are more balanced. 
SEC teams averaged 70.6 snaps per game, 
about one play under the national average. 
Mississippi State ran 77.0 plays per game 
to lead the league; Vanderbilt was last 
at 61.7. That’s a difference of a couple of 
games over a regular season. 


Coordinator Carousel 
The SEC had 14 coordinator changes 


during the offseason. Only Alabama and > 


Ole Miss didn’t have any. Florida and 
Vanderbilt lost both of its coordinators. 

Teams with new offensive coordina- 
tors: Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, 
Missouri, Tennessee, Vanderbilt. 

Teams with new defensive coordinators: 
Auburn, Florida, LSU, Mississippi State, 
South Carolina, Texas A&M, Vanderbilt. 

The biggest splash hires: 

+ Fired Florida head coach Will Muschamp 
to Auburn as defensive coordinator. 

+ LSU defensive coordinator John Chavis 
taking over at Texas A&M, which had the 
worst defense in the league last season. 


BRET BIELEMA 


Offensive coordinator Brian 
Schottenheimer going to Georgia. 

+ Manny Diaz returning to Mississippi 
State to run the defense. 

- Kevin Steele leaving Alabama as line- 
backers coach to replace his best friend as 
LSU’s defensive coordinator. 

- Jon Hoke rejoining Spurrier at South 
Carolina. 

+ Doug Nussmeier, a former Alabama 
offensive coordinator, going to Florida, 
where he will be charged with resuscitat- 
ing one of the SEC’s worst offenses. 


Turning pro 

The SEC once again led the nation with 
early entries to the NFL, but the number 
dropped from 27 to 20, making the total 
80 in the past three years. 

Alabama was hit hardest, losing All- 
American wideout Amari Cooper, run- 
ning back T.J. Yeldon and safety Landon 
Collins. The Tide has lost eight under- 
classmen in two years. 

Florida lost defensive end Dante Fowler 
Jr, tailback Matt Jones, and offensive line- 
men D.J. Humphries and Tyler Moore. 

Mississippi State lost linebacker 
Benardrick McKinney and 1,200-yard 
running back Josh Robinson. Missouri 
defensive end Shane Ray left early, as did 
Georgia running back Todd Gurley and 
South Carolina receiver Shaq Roland. 

LSU lost three players, including cor- 
nerback Jalen Collins, running the Tigers’ 


total to 20 in three years. 


Non-conference foes 

The SEC office has charged that each of 
its teams shall play at least one non-con- 
ference opponent from among the Power 5 
conferences. That edict has led to some 
outstanding matchups. 

The first weekend alone, Alabama plays 
Wisconsin in Cowboys Stadium, Auburn 
lines up against Louisville in Atlanta, 
South Carolina faces North Carolina in 
Charlotte and Texas A&M tackles Arizona 
State in Houston. 

For the second year in a row, Tennessee 
takes on Oklahoma. Arkansas renews an 
old Southwest Conference rivalry with 
Texas Tech. LSU travels to Syracuse for 
a rare appearance in the Northeast. South 
Carolina and Central Florida square off. 
And Missouri plays BYU in St. Louis. 

The usual non-conference rivalries 
also are on tap: South Carolina-Clemson, 
Florida-Florida State, Georgia-Georgia 
Tech, Kentucky-Louisville, 


Worth the money 

Which SEC coach is the best bargain? 

If you based it on money per wins, it’s 
Dan Mullen of Mississippi State. Mullen 
was paid $300,000 per win — 10 wins on 
a $3 million salary. (He subsequently got 
a raise to north of $4 million guaranteed 
per year.) 

Next was Missouri’s Gary Pinkel, who 
made $309,091 per win. Georgia’s Mark 
Richt made $320,000 per win; Ole Miss’ 
Hugh Freeze $333,333. 

Four coaches made at least $400,000 per 
win: Tennessee’s Butch Jones ($422,857), 
Florida’s Will Muschamp ($455,167), 
Arkansas’ Bret Bielema ($457,143) and 
Auburn’s Gus Malzahn ($481,250). 


Toughest conference slate 

Georgia has the most difficult league 
schedule of East Division teams. The 
Bulldogs face Alabama (12-2) and Auburn 
(8-5), who combined to go 11-5 in the 
SEC — the best record of any opposite 
division opponent. Georgia also plays 
at Tennessee, and has the usual tilt vs. 
Florida in Jacksonville. 

South Carolina is the only East team 
whose West foes had a combined losing 
record, but LSU (4-4) and Texas A&M 
(3-5) figure to be improved this season. 

Texas A&M has the easiest schedule in 
the West, playing teams that went a com- 
bined 3-13 in SEC play: South Carolina 
(8-5) and Vanderbilt (0-8). Ole Miss gets 
Vanderbilt (0-8) and Florida (4-4). 
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RECEIVERS 


OFFENSIVE LINE 


1. Mississippi State 
2. Tennessee 

3. Auburn 

4. Missouri 

5. Texas A&M 

6. Kentucky 

7. Alabama 

8. Arkansas 

9. LSU 

10. Georgia 

11. Florida 

12. Ole Miss 

13. South Carolina 
14. Vanderbilt 


1. Georgia 

2. Arkansas 

3. LSU 

4. Alabama 

5. Tennessee 

6. Missouri 

7. Texas A&M 

8. Auburn 

9. Florida 

10. South Carolina 
11. Vanderbilt 

12. Ole Miss 

13. Mississippi State 
14. Kentucky 


1. Texas AEM 

2. Tennessee 

3. Ole Miss 

4. South Carolina 
5. Georgia 

6. LSU 

7. Auburn 

8. Florida 

9. Mississippi State 
10. Alabama 

11. Arkansas 

12. Kentucky 

13. Missouri 

14, Vanderbilt 


1. Arkansas 

2. Georgia 

3. Alabama 
4.LSU 

5. Auburn 

6. Missouri 

7. Ole Miss 

8. South Carolina 
9. Texas A&M 

10. Tennessee 

11. Mississippi State 
12. Kentucky 

13. Florida 

14. Vanderbilt 
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For the second year in a 
row, the SEC has lost several 
of its top quarterbacks, leav- 
ing a significant void at some 
schools. 

The best is Mississippi 
State’s versatile Dak Prescott, 
who passed for 3,449 yards 
and 27 touchdowns, also run- 
ning for 986 yards and 14 
scores. His ability to operate 
Dan Mullen’s zone read has 
made the Bulldogs tough to 
defend. 


Tennessee planned to red- 


Only Herschel Walker 
rushed for more yards ina 
single season at Georgia than 
Nick Chubb, who churned out 
1,547 yards in eight starts as a 
true freshman. Chubb, whose 
7.1 yards per carry was best 
among SEC running backs, had 
eight straight 100-yard games 
and 266 yards in a bowl win 
over Louisville. 

Georgia also has Sony 
Michel, Keith Marshall and 
A.J. Turman. 


Texas A&M had four receiv- 
ers last season who caught 
more than 45 passes and three 
return — Josh Reynolds (52 for 
842), Ricky Seals-Jones (49- 
465) and Speedy Noil (46-583). 
Nobody in the SEC can match 
the Aggies’ quality and depth 
at wideout. 

Tennessee has great 
depth, but perhaps not a star. 
Marquez North, Von Pearson, 
Pig Howard, Josh Smith and 
Josh Malone lead the way. 
Tight end Ethan Wolf is a bud- 


Arkansas was only fifth in 
the SEC in rushing last year 
(218 yards per game), but they 
did it the hard way — by play- 
ing smash-mouth football with- 
out the benefit of an efficient 
passing attack (which ranked 
iith in the SEC), Being able 
to run when opponents knew 
what was coming was a tribute 
to a line that returns four start- 
ers: Dan Skipper, Sebastian 
Tretola, Mitch Smothers and 
Denver Kirkland. The Hogs 
also led the league in fewest 
sacks allowed. 


RATING THE SEC 


shirt Josh Dobbs last year 
until an injury shelved Justin 
Worley. Dobbs responded 
with a solid game against 
Alabama, terrific outings 
against South Carolina, 
Kentucky and Iowa, and 
established himself as one of 
the league’s most dangerous 
signal-callers. His challenge 
is to improve as a pocket 
passer. Without Dobbs last 
year, UT averaged 96.4 rush- 
ing yards per game; with him, 
208.5. 


Chubb is one of five return- 
ing 1,000-yard rushers in the 
league. Arkansas features 
Jonathan Williams (1,190) and 
Alex Collins (2,100), who com- 
bined for 24 touchdowns. 

LSU’s Leonard Fournette 
was one of two SEC freshmen 
to top 1,000 yards, doing so 
after a slow start. He ran for 
10 touchdowns. Against Notre 
Dame, he compiled 264 all-pur- 
pose yards. Darrell Williams 
is a solid backup. Alabama’s 


ding star. 

Ole Miss’ Laquon Treadwell, 
recovering from a broken 
leg suffered Nov. 1, should 
emerge as the league’s premier 
receiver. The Rebels also have 
a gifted tight end in Evan 
Engram. South Carolina’s 
Pharoh Cooper (69 for 1,136) is 
one of the nation’s most versa- 
tile receivers as he can run and 
throw from the wildcat forma- 
tion, and return punts. He aver- 
aged 7.4 yards per rush. 

Georgia needs a healthy sea- 


Georgia led the league in 
rushing (257.8 yards per game), 
yards per attempt (6.0) and 
rushing TDs (88) behind a 
stable of quality backs, but 
also because of a stout line. 
Projected Lindy’s All-SEC first- 
teamers Greg Pyke and John 
Theus return, as does Kolton 
Houston, 

Alabama has two of the 
league’s top linemen in left 
tackle Cam Robinson and 
center Ryan Kelly. Auburn’s 
zone read scheme ranked No. 2 
in the SEC in rushing, Avery 


Auburn coach Gus Malzahn 
loves Jeremy Johnson, 
who’s a better passer than 
Nick Marshall but not as 
gifted a runner. Maty Mauk led 
Missouri to the East Division 
title, but he was woefully incon- 
sistent — 19 passing yards in 
a win at Florida. He’s a career 
52 percent passer. 

Kyle Allen took over at 
midseason at Texas A&M and 
could put up big numbers in 
the Aggies’ system. 


Derrick Henry (990 yards) is 
primed for a monster season 
after T.J. Yeldon (979 yards) 
turned pro early. Kenyan Drake 
is a burner. 

Tennessee is excited about 
Jalen Hurd, who had 899 yards 
as a true freshman despite bat- 
tling injuries. He will be joined 
by junior college star and 
former Alabama transfer Alvin 
Kamara. 


son from Malcolm Mitchell; 5-8 
Isaiah McKenzie is dangerous 
after the catch. LSU has two 
wideouts who averaged more 
than 20 yards per catch: Travin 
Dural (20.5) and Malachi Dupre 
(22.7). 

Florida has Demarcus 
Robinson (53 catches) and elu- 
sive Brandon Powell. Auburn’s 
Duke Williams and Ricardo 
Louis are a solid 1-2 punch. 
Mississippi State’s De’Runnya 
Wilson is one of the SEC’s top 
targets. 


Young, Alex Kozan and Shon 
Coleman are the leaders up 
front. 

Like Alabama, LSU pounds 
with a straight-ahead power 
attack that was fourth in the 
league in rushing. Jerald 
Hawkins and Vadal Alexander 
pave the way. 

Missouri has two solid line- 
men in center Evan Boehm 
and guard Connor McGovern. 
Ole Miss’ Laremy Tunsil is 
one of the nation’s premier left 
tackles. 
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LINEBACKERS DEFENSIVE LINE 


SPECIAL TEAMS SECONDARY 


1. Alabama 

2. Ole Miss 

3. Auburn 

4, Florida 

5. Mississippi State 
6. Tennessee 

7. Missouri 

8. Texas AEM 

9. LSU 

10. Georgia 

11. Arkansas 

12. Vanderbilt 

13. South Carolina 
14. Kentucky 


1. Georgia 

2. Alabama 

3. Missouri 
4.LSU 

5. Mississippi State 
6. Florida 

7. Tennessee 

8. Ole Miss 

9. South Carolina 
10. Vanderbilt 

11, Auburn 

12. Arkansas 

13. Kentucky 

14. Texas A&M 


1, Florida 

2. LSU 

3. Ole Miss 

4, Georgia 

5. Tennessee 

6. Missouri 

7. Arkansas 

8. Alabama 

9. Auburn 

10. Mississippi State 
11. Kentucky 

12. South Carolina 
13. Texas A&M 

14. Vanderbilt 


1.LSU 

2. Texas A&M 

3. Georgia 

4. Tennessee 

5. Alabama 

6. Kentucky 

7. Auburn 

8. South Carolina 
9. Mississippi State 
10. Missouri 

11. Vanderbilt 

12. Arkansas 

13. Ole Miss 

14. Florida 


Alabama continues to 
produce talented defensive 
linemen, another reason the 
Crimson Tide led the SEC 
again in run defense (102.4 
yards per game), rushing 
touchdowns allowed (five) and 
yards per carry (3.2). A’Shawn 
Robinson, Jonathan Allen and 
Jarran Reed make it tough for 
opponents to move the ball. 

Ole Miss has one of the 
premier tackles in Robert 
Nkemdiche, who projects to be 
a high draft pick. The Rebels 
have a talented rush end in 


Despite losing Ramik 
Wilson and Amarlo Herrera, 
Georgia is again loaded at line- 
backer. Junior Leonard Floyd, 
voted the team’s defensive 
MVP in 2014, has 12.5 sacks in 
the last two years, and Lorenzo 
Carter showed flashes of bril- 
liance as a freshman with 4.5 
sacks, Jordan Jenkins is the 
team’s best all-around line- 
backer (146 career tackles, 

15 career sacks). 

Alabama’s Reggie Ragland 

has All-America talent; Denzel 


Florida was third in the SEC 
in pass-defense efficiency last 
year and was one of only three 
league teams with more inter- 
ceptions (16) than TD passes 
allowed (15). The Gators have 
the league’s top cover corner 
in Vernon Hargreaves III. Yet 
safety Brian Poole led the 
team with four interceptions, 
because few want to chal- 
lenge Hargreaves. Keanu Neal 
had three picks. Jalen Tabor, 
Quincy Wilson and Marcus 
Maye are solid. 


LSU returns each of its key 
personnel on special teams. 
The Tigers led the SEC in kick 
returns (Leonard Fournette, 
26.0 yards per attempt), 
ranked fourth in punt returns 
(Tre’Davious White, 10.9) and 
second in punting (Jamie 
Keehn, 44.9). That compensates 
for making just 11 of 15 field- 
goal attempts. 

Texas A&M has one of 
SEC's top punters in Drew 
Kaser (44.1-yard average last 
year, 47.1 in 2013) and 


Josh Raynolds, Texas A&M 
Pos:WR Ht:6-4 wWt:190 


Marquis Haynes, a solid tackle 
in Issac Gross and a JC stud in 
D.J. Jones. 

Auburn welcomes the return 
of end Carl Lawson from a torn 
ACL; he is one of the league’s 
top NFL prospects. Tackle 
Montravius Adams and signee 
Byron Cowart will form a for- 
midable front four. 

Florida’s Jonathan Bullard 
and Caleb Brantley are tal- 
ented, and Alex McCalister 
had more sacks last year than 
Dante Fowler. Mississippi State 
has one of the nation’s top 


Devall is a veteran talent; 
and Reuben Foster is among 
the players potentially ready 
to blossom. Missouri is the 
only SEC team that returns 
two linebackers who each had 
more than 100 tackles: Kentrell 
Brothers (121) and Michael 
Scherer (114). LSU has reason 
to like Kendell Beckwith and 
Lamar Louis. 

What can Brown do for 
you? A lot at Mississippi State. 
Beniquez Brown and Richie 
Brown are top-notch linebackers. 


LSU, which led the SEC 
in pass efficiency and oppo- 
nent’s completion percent- 
age last year, returns corner 
Tre’Davious White and safety 
Jamal Adams. Ole Miss, which 
had the best interception-to- 
touchdown ratio (22 to 12), lost 
two stars in Senquez Golson 
(No. 2 in nation with 10 picks) 
and Cody Prewitt. Tony Conner 
is an outstanding all-around 
defensive back, and Mike 
Hilton and Trae Elston are 
solid. 


a dangerous return man in the 
aptly named Speedy Noil. The 
Aggies’ only concern is find- 
ing a kicker, 

Georgia has a good kicker 
in Marshall Morgan (16 of 21 
field goal attempts), and Isaiah 
McKenzie is one of the nation’s 
top return men. The lone issue: 
Georgia returns the league's 
worst punter (39.3). 

The Vols have a solid kicker 
in Aaron Medley (19 of 20 
inside 40 yards) and two good 
returners — Cam Sutton on 


Leonard Floyd, Georgia 
Pos:ILB Ht:6-4 Wt:230 


tackle talents in Chris Jones. 
Ryan Brown is a solid end. 

Tennessee has the top 1-2 
pass-rush combo in the SEC 
with senior Curt Maggitt ; 
(11 sacks) and freshman All- 
American Derek Barnett (10 
sacks). Two five-star defensive 
tackles could make the front 
even stronger. 

Tackle Harold Brantley and 
end Charles Harris add to the 
long line of previously unher- 
alded Missouri linemen who 
develop into stars. 


Florida, third in the SEC in run 
defense, will be solid if Antonio 
Morrison (knee) and Jarrad 
Davis (knee) stay healthy. 

Tennessee has an underrated 
OLB in Jalen Reeves-Maybin, 
who registered 101 tackles to 
tie A.J. Johnson for the team 
lead. Replacing Johnson at the 
Mike will be difficult. Ole Miss’ 
Denzel Nkemdiche is one of 
the league’s premier lineback- 
ers (when healthy) and helped 
the Rebels yield just nine rush- 
ing scores. 


Georgia, which had a 
16-13 interception-to-TD 
ratio, returns safety Quincy 
Mauger (four picks) and cor- 
ner Dominick Sanders (three 
picks), Tennessee returns three 
starters from its best secondary 
in years. Corner Cam Sutton 
is an All-SEC talent. LaDarrell 
McNeil and Brian Randolph 
return at the safeties and 
backup Todd Kelly Jr. tied for 
the team lead with three inter- 
ceptions. 


punts (11.3 yards per return) 
and Evan Berry on kickoffs 
(29.5). The primary concern: 
finding a punter. 

Alabama has Lindy’s first- 
team All-American punter in 
JK Scott (48.0), and the place- 
kicking should be improved. 

Kentucky’s Austin 
MacGinnis (21 of 27) led the 
league in made field goals; 
Landon Foster averaged 42.6 
yards per punt and Boom 
Williams 26.9 yards on kick 
returns. 
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With size and Wesire, Derrick Henry 
ready to carry Tide 


BY CHRISTOPHER WALSH 
Photo by Derick E. Hingle-USA TODAY Sports 


hen Derrick Henry arrived as a super- 
W prospect, he started scaring his 
teammates before even taking the 
field for the first time. 
It was January 2013, and Henry was an 
early enrollee at the University of Alabama. 
Warranted or not, the hype surrounding 
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him was nothing short of suffocating and is roughly the build of a college linebacker 
reminiscent of what has been experienced or a very mature, older running back. 
by former wide receiver Julio Jones, another Consider: That was about Eddie George's size 
five-star prospect who Crimson Tide fans when he won when the Heisman Trophy at 
couldn't wait to see playing on Saturdays. Ohio State in 1995. 

Despite being a running back, Henry The physical size mirrored the hype. 
came in listed at 6-3, 242 pounds, which Henry had also just broken Ken Hall's 
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51-year-old national high school rushing 
record with 12,124 career yards after 
totaling 4,261 as a senior in Yulee, Fla. 
Henry had been chosen the National Player 
of the Year by the Maxwell Football Club, 
Parade Magazine, the Columbus (Ohio) 
Touchdown Club and MaxPreps. 

But it was his work ethic that really got 
the attention of his comrades. 

“He's just a freak,” tight end 0.J. Howard 
said at the time. “He’s my roommate and he 
scares me sometimes just walking around. 
He's a guy who works really hard. He gets 
up at night and does push-ups.” 

That drive and determination is 
something that hasn’t wavered. Two years 
later, Henry has gone from being the guy 
just beginning to figure out what playing at 
this level entailed to the featured running 
back on a perennial national contender. 

Such status means a slightly different 
approach. Henry will no longer be just the 
bruising ball carrier coaches turn to when 
opponents start to tire in the second half; 
he'll be the centerpiece of the offense. 

He'll also be the one counted on in key 
situations, like fourth-and-1, and who will 
take more of a pounding from defenses. 

Yet no one doubts whether Henry is ready 
for it. 

“T love Derrick Henry,” Tide coach Nick 
Saban said after an early spring practice. 

“He's one of the hardest workers on our 
team. If you were going to give a most 
valuable player (award) in the offseason 
program for just finishing, running hard, 
winning every race, finishing the drill, he’d 
have probably got it or been in the top 
three, at least. 

“I think he has a real burning desire to be 
a really, really good player and works really 
hard at it.” 

Overall, Henry has played in 26 games, 
with only one start, while accumulating 
1,372 rushing yards and 194 receiving yards. 
He's already tallied 20 total touchdowns and 
averaged 6.6 yards per handoff. 

All that’s good ... and it’s only made fans 
want to see him more. That included last 
season, when he was behind T.J. Yeldon, just 
the fifth player in Alabama history to have 
multiple 1,000-yard rushing seasons. 

But Henry conceded that he wasn’t quite 
ready when he arrived, especially when it 
came to having every-down responsibilities 
and doing all the little things that hadn’t 
previously been required of him. 

Naturally, he improved over time, but 
only after missing the second half of his 
initial spring, in 2013, due to a fractured 
fibula. It took until the bowl practices 
before facing Oklahoma for everything to 
come together. Henry came off the bench 


to tally 100 rushing yards on eight carries, 
including a 43-yard touchdown. He scored 

again on his first reception, going 61 yards 
off a short completion. 

Similar to how none of the Sooners 
wanted anything to do with the fast-moving 
guy wearing size 14 shoes, not too many of 
Alabama’s 2014 opponents really wanted to 
get in his way either. Henry’s teammates 
don’t exactly blame them. 

“He's got the endurance. I mean, the guy 
can run for days,” center Ryan Kelly said. 

“Defensive guys, when we start going fast 
in the third and fourth quarter ... (they are) 
trying to get lined up, and then you've got 
Derrick Henry running at you and you have 
to tackle him and do it all over again. That 
kind of wears down defenders. I can’t say 
it for them, but a guy with his stature, his 
size, his speed, I wouldn't want to do that 
every time. It would suck.” 

Henry opened last season with a 100-yard 
performance vs. West Virginia (Yeldon did 
as well), and then he had another against 
Florida, with additional strong showings 
against rivals Tennessee and Auburn. 

After having 20 carries for 141 yards 
and two touchdowns vs. Missouri in the 
SEC Championship Game, and rushing for 
95 yards against Ohio State in a national 
playoff semifinal, he finished ahead of 
Yeldon in team rushing (990 to 979) despite 
having 22 fewer carries. 

Now, in 2015, the work ethic, the 
opportunity, the talent ... it’s all going 
to intersect. And the results could be 
spectacular. Also working in Henry's favor is 


Good Company 


Dominick Jackson, slated to be the starting 
right tackle and described as a “beast” to 
run behind. 

Meanwhile, Alabama has run into some 
depth issues behind Henry. Speedster 
Kenyan Drake is back from last year’s horrific 
leg fracture sustained against Ole Miss, but 
freshman Bo Scarbrough sustained an ACL 
tear in the spring. The rest of the running 
back depth chart has converted defensive 
back Ronnie Clark (who is coming off a torn 
Achilles’), and true freshmen DeSherrius 
Flowers and Damien Harris. 

Going back to the Class of 2013, Henry 
was actually one of four standout running 
backs who signed with Alabama, yet he’s 
the only one remaining. Alvin Kamara 
(now at Tennessee) and Altee Tenpenny 
transferred, and Tyren Jones was dismissed 
from the team, 

“I'm going to come here and carry on the 
legacy,” Henry said from day one. And now 
he talks about “working on my craft” to 
improve every aspect of his game because 
he wants to be known as a complete 
running back. 

Consequently, you just know that there 
will be some sleepless nights by opponents 
before trying to stop something so big, fast 
and powerful. 

“You just have to work out hard during 
the offseason, really hit the weight room 
and study film, just so you're ready for when 
that time comes around,” Henry said about 
becoming a team leader. “I still have a lot to 
work on and that’s what I’m going to continue 
to do right up until the season starts.” 


Derrick Henry was rated the 12th-best prospect in the 2013 recruiting class by 
247Sports. Here are how the other 11 are doing (quite well, thank you): 
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Poised for All-American season. 


Jolt of athleticism Irish needed. 


Merely college’s best cover man. 


Ole Miss | Another Reb with All-America dreams. 


Now a do-it-all LB for the Trojans. 
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RETIRING SLIVE TURNED SEC INTO NATIONAL POWER 


BY CHRISTOPHER WALSH | Photo by Marvin Gentry-USA TODAY Sports 


J to see him walking about, you 
wouldn't know that for years he’s 
arguably been the most powerful 

person in collegiate athletics. 

There's usually a twinkle in his eye, 

the smile of a doting grandfather, and an 
enthusiasm that can be more than a little 
contagious. That Mike Slive also has had a 
brilliant career only adds to the positive air 
surrounding him, to which one can’t help but 
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feel the tremendous respect his colleagues 
and contemporaries share for him. 

Slive has more than earned it. That’s 
why, after 13 years as the Southeastern 
Conference's commissioner, his upcoming 
retirement, effective July 31, five days after 
turning 75 years old, won't just be a huge 
loss for the league, but, dare we say, all of 
college sports. 

“T am keenly aware that to be the 


Commissioner of the SEC is both a privilege 
and a challenge,” Slive said upon his 
appointment in 2002. 

“It's a privilege because the SEC is 
the premier conference in the country, 
with outstanding academic institutions, 
unsurpassed winning athletic traditions as 
well as loyal, dedicated and passionate fans, 
outstanding athletic directors and coaches, 
and, of course, national championship- 
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caliber student-athletes.” 

One could squabble whether the SEC was 
really the nation’s premier conference at 
the time, but there's really no doubt about 
it now. The league regularly wins national 
championships across multiple sports, 
including an unparalleled seven straight in 
football at the end of the Bowl Championship 
Series era — which it dominated. 

Yet when Slive took the job, nine of 
the SEC’s then-12 schools were in serious 
trouble, either on NCAA probation or likely 
headed that way, and its reputation was 
more than lacking. He set the goal, if not 
demanded, that within five years none 
would be on probation. Most people scoffed. 
Five years later, his prediction was nearly 
spot-on. Only one team was on probation. 

From there, the league continued to enjoy 
remarkable success. 

For example, the SEC’s annual revenue 
sharing has increased from $95.7 million 
in 2002 to $309.6 million in 2013-14, and 
that's before money from the extremely 
successful SEC Network started being 
counted. The conference also added Missouri 
and Texas A&M, bringing in two more large 
markets with prolific alumni bases to tap. 
(And the football from those former Big 12 
schools hasn't been half-bad, either.) 

Another testament to the leaque’s 
success is seen in the latest expansion/ 
renovation projects in its football stadiums. 
Among them: 

* Texas A&M: As if to thumb its nose at 
rival Texas, the Aggies are spending about 
$450 million to rebuild Kyle Field. When 
finished, it will boast a capacity of 106,000. 

® Ole Miss: Vaught-Hemingway Stadium 
is undergoing a major upgrade, which will 
bring capacity up to 64,038 for the start of 
the 2016 season. Total cost is estimated at 
$175.5 million, although that includes some 
other projects as well. 

¢ Kentucky: Commonwealth Stadium is 
undergoing a $120 million facelift. 

© LSU: College football’s most imposing 
venue expanded beyond the southern end 
zone and added an upper deck, plus more 
luxury suites. The $80 million project 
brought capacity up to 102,321, making 
Tiger Stadium the SEC's third-largest. 

® Mississippi State: Davis Wade Stadium 
just underwent a massive $75 million 
expansion that increased capacity to 61,337. 

* Missouri: Faurot Field has been going 
through upgrades to get it up to SEC 
standards. Total price tag: $45.5 million. 

And so on... 

Even though the SEC hasn't captured a 
national football title since Alabama won 
back-to-back crowns during the 2011-12 
seasons, the sport continues to set the 


standard nearly every way imaginable, from 
awards and draft picks to attendance and 
coaching salaries. 

Moreover, during Slive’s tenure, the SEC 
went from having its first black football 
coach to a point where race is essentially 
becoming a non-issue with hirings. The 
league's women’s sports may be the nation’s 
best across the board, and academic 
standards are up. 

Slive accomplished this while dealing 
with some of the biggest egos and stubborn 
personalities in the college game. Try 
looking at the names of the SEC's coaches 
and athletic directors over the years and 
imagine what it would be like overseeing 
them on a daily basis. 

Then step back and do the same on the 
national level, where Slive has helped lead 
the charge for reform, being an outspoken 
proponent for things like the power 
conferences having more autonomy, last 
season's inaugural football playoff, and 
increased stipends for athletes to offset the 
rising costs of attending school. 

“It’s critical for the NCAA to change,” said 
the lawyer part of Slive, who is known for 
choosing his words carefully. “We are not 
deaf to the din of discontent.” 

Of course, he also said: “Turning the NCAA 
is not unlike turning an aircraft carrier from 
north to south.” 

Yet, Slive turned the SEC into a power 
with a gentle yet firm manner that (at least 
publicly) was nothing short of remarkable. 
He showed class while never gloating or 
talking down to his detractors, and he 
always fully understood and appreciated 
the weight of his position along with the 
big picture. 


More than a father figure to the 
conference, he’s been an ideal model for how 
everything should trickle down from the top 
and be followed. 

In other words, he’s been a near-perfect 
leader. 

“It's the Golden Age of the SEC,” Slive 
has correctly touted during his reign, which 
will end when he hands the mantle to his 
longtime second-in-command, Greg Sankey. 
Yet Slive could have easily walked away 
already, especially when he renewed his 
fight with cancer last year. 

After being treated for prostate cancer 
in the late 1990s, Slive saw a recurrence 
subsequent to a surgical procedure on his back 
in August. He has since endured radiation 
and a series of chemotherapy treatments that 
thinned his remaining hair but didn’t diminish 
that trademark enthusiasm. 

“I feel as good as I've felt in a very long 
time,” Slive said during a regional Associated 
Press Sports Editors meeting in April, 
essentially his first public appearance since 
opening SEC Media Days the previous July. 

During that speech, which serves as a sort 
of “State-of-the-Conference” address, the 
history buff referenced Winston Churchill, 
Dwight Eisenhower, Nelson Mandela and 
Hank Aaron in his opening remarks. You can 
only guess at who will be mentioned when 
Slive takes his final bow. 

Perhaps he should quote Teddy Roosevelt's 
“carry a big stick,” because no one in the 
league office has ever swung a bigger one. 

On the other hand, perhaps he should 
quote someone else to sum up his tenure 
with the SEC. 

“As Muhammad Ali said, ‘It’s not bragging if 


you can back it up;” Slive said with a smile. 


Slive’s longtime second-in-command, Greg Sankey, 
is the new league commissioner. 
Photo by Christopher Hanewinckel-USA TODAY Sports 


2015 www.lindyssports.com 


Lindy’s Sports Annuals 79 


SE Ne | 


mrcipen mang tia SSeS 


He wasn’t ‘Born in the SEC, but 
former coach Knows football 


BY DENNIS DODD | Photo by Kirby Lee/Image of Sport-USA TODAY Sports 


T he Next Great Face of College Football is Neuheisel goes mainstream this season, August, I'm going to go to as many training 

I upon us. in studio with CBS's College Football Today camps as I can (in the SEC), shake as many 
He's blond. pregame show — which airs before the hands as possible and tell everyone I’m not 
He's glib. network's weekly SEC telecast — and out to get them.” 
He's articulate. appearances on CBS Sports Network. More of Slick Rick is a good thing. He's 
He plays guitar and has a hit single. He's been ringing the bell (often past your  young(ish) and he's incredibly objective 
And for the first time, Rick Neuheisel has _ bedtime) for the Pac-12 in recent seasons given his resume. (With stops at Colorado, 

a broadcast network home. That the former — playfully swiping at the SEC along the Washington and UCLA, Neuheisel had reason 

UCLA quarterback and college coach has way — but now he’s ready to bring his to lash out, but consistently covered those 

migrated from the Pac-12 Networks to CBS objectivity and his guitar down South. teams fairly.) He’s knowledgeable and as 

Sports is a coup for CBS. And — it should be “I'm looking forward to it,” Neuheisel refreshing as they come. 

noted — great for all of us. said. “I’m going to miss knowing everything Short of Marcus Mariota, Neuheisel was 
Especially for those in the SEC. there is to know about the Pac-12. But in perhaps the best thing the Pac-12 had going 
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for it last year. Short of a Pac-12 national 
championship, he might as well have been 
the face of the league four years into the 
Larry Scott expansion era. Neuheisel is 

a 54-year-old former Pac-12 quarterback 
with a limitless future ... well, at least as it 
relates to broadcasting. 

He acknowledges a longing for his original 
chosen profession, but he’s been out of that 
biz for long enough (four years) that this 
could be his remaining professional life — 
and he knows it. 

“T love talking ball and having fun,” 
he said. “I've enjoyed it. I've enjoyed it 
immensely. ... It ultimately is about being 
armed with information and doing work, then 
getting comfortable in front of a camera.” 

Neuheisel might be more known for 
his guitar licks than long-ago NCAA 
run-ins. He famously fought the NCAA 
and his employer, Washington, during a 
contentious investigation and court battle. 
The school and NCAA eventually settled 
with Neuheisel for $4.5 million in 
a wrongful termination lawsuit. 

That was 10 years ago. Now you're going 
to think of him as a national figure of 
another kind. 

The man wrote, produced and performed 
“Born in the SEC” and coined the phrase 
“Passion Bucket.” (Google them, please. And 
while you're at it, check out something older 
from his playlist, his ode to former Texas A&M 
quarterback Johnny Manziel, sung to the 
Marty Robbins’ classic country tune, Fl Paso.) 

Yeah, having the Rickster focused more on 
the SEC this season should be fun. 

He's been at various spots around the 
league in his coaching travels, mentioning 
Alabama and Tennessee as two, and lights 
up when asked where he wants to go next. 

“There are so many places in the SEC that 
have their nostalgia, their romance, and so 
forth,” he said. “I really want to go to The Grove 
and hear the Hotty Toddy. That is unique.” 

Speaking of Passion Buckets ... 

“With all apologies to the Pac-12 — we 
have fanatics on the West Coast — it's just 
that we don’t have as many of them (as the 
SEC),” Neuheisel said. “The passion that 
exudes in the number of folks is unique in 
the South.” 

In his old job with the Pac-12 Networks, 
Neuheisel was a leading advocate for the 
league, often poking the SEC by touting 
the difficulty of the Pac-12's nine-game 
conference season, as opposed to the eight 
league games played in the SEC and the 
schools’ penchant for scheduling cupcakes 
in mid- and late November. 

“I know everybody is patting themselves 
on the shoulder about how good they 
are,” Neuheisel once told Lindy’s Football 


2015 www.lindyssports.com 


Annuals about the SEC, “but they play eight 
conference games.” 

But as he showed in “Born in the SEC,” 
he’s OK pointing his jibes at every other 
conference, too. 

The reason Neuheisel succeeded on the 
airwaves in the first place is because of 
his coaching chops (a quarter century in 
the profession) and his Q rating. Mostly, 
the guy is interesting to listen to. Forget 
his background as Rose Bowl-winning 
quarterback at UCLA, his back-to-back 
10-win seasons at Colorado, his Rose Bowl 
championship at Washington, and then his 
star-crossed four-year stint coaching his 
alma mater. 

What's next? 

Watch out, Lee Corso? 

The enduring ESPN GameDay show is 
going through some changes this season, 
with Chris Fowler handing off hosting 
duties to extremely capable Rece Davis. 
Kirk Herbstreit is a joy, attaining a level of 
popularity that set-mate Desmond Howard 
has yet to reach. Corso, meanwhile, can’t go 
on forever. Hmmm ... 

Neuheisel last year said it would be a 
“blast” to hang out with the GameDay crew. 

“Certainly I'm not rushing Lee Corso out 
the door. He's an icon on the show,” he said. 
“Whoever gets to join that rock band that is 
College GameDay is going to be fortunate.” 

Again, those statements were made 
last year before he took a step up in 
broadcasting class to CBS. 

After immersing himself in the SEC with 
the trip around the league in August, he'll 
mostly be working from the New York studio. 
He's actually moving to The Big Apple, 
keeping in touch with the Pac-12 through 
his UCLA quarterback son, Jerry, but his 
focus will be on the SEC. 

He's intrigued by how the league’s 
quarterback situations will play out, 
which is something he knows more than 
a little about. After his playing days, his 
first responsibility as an assistant coach 
was to help the venerable Homer Smith 
turn a transfer from Oklahoma into more 
of a passing quarterback — a guy named 
Troy Aikman. Later, between college head 
coaching stints, he became a quarterbacks 
coach and offensive coordinator in the NFL. 

“A guy I have my eye on to change the 
fortune of a program that has been down for 
a while is Joshua Dobbs at Tennessee. ... He 
definitely has ‘it’ when it comes to QB play,” 
Neuheisel said. “But some of the traditional 
stalwarts in the SEC, they're without proven 
quarterbacks. Somebody has to come to the 
fore. It's an interesting time in the SEC.” 

A certain blond, fresh face will make it 
even more so. 
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For more coverage of the Crimson Tide, visit alabama.247Sports.com 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Lane Kiffin DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Kirby Smart 


RELOADED ALABAMA HAS SIGHTS ON THE TOP PRIZE 


STADIUM: Bryant-Denny Stadium: 101,821 


SCHEDULE 


Date 


Opponent 14 Record 


chart. 


o give an idea of how much Alabama 

| football has changed under the direc- 

tion of Nick Saban since 2007, con- 

sider that the coach is mad about how last 
season ended. 

Despite setting all kinds of offensive re- 
cords, winning the SEC Championship Game 
and playing in the inaugural College Football 
Playoff, Saban steams about blowing a 21-6 
lead to Urban Meyer and Ohio State — the 
eventual national champion. 

Consequently, the talk in Tuscaloosa 
hasn’t just been about getting back on top, 
but re-establishing the program’s super-elite 
status. On the field it wants to be known as 
an offense that will run over and wear down 
opponents, with an imposing defense that 
creates turnovers. 

“We need to get our mojo back a little 
bit,” Saban told reporters at a Crimson Cara- 
van event in late April. “We need to get our 
identity back. We used to be a team that no- 
body wanted to play, relentless competitors, 
tough, hard-nosed. We’ve got to get some of 
that back. 

“Everybody needs to focus on what do you 
want to do to have a great team at Alabama, 
put the team first and not worry about a lot 
of other things that we had a few distractions 
with the last couple of years that I think af- 
fected how we finished the season.” 

In addition to adding assistants Mel Tucker 
and Tosh Lupoi to the coaching staff, one 
way Alabama is attempting to change the de- 
fense’s attitude is with a big, heavy champi- 
onship belt with the words “Ball Out Cham- 
pion” across the front. 

The hope was that it would further em- 
phasize going all out and making big plays, 
but senior linebacker Reggie Ragland took it 
to the next level when he proudly carried it 
into the media room after being awarded it 
following the first spring scrimmage. 

Overall, what Alabama might lack in expe- 
tience at certain spots, with only two offen- 
sive starters returning, it more than makes 
up for in terms of talent. The Crimson Tide 
boasts a ridiculous number of former prized 
prospects, although at some positions, like 
quarterback, the once highest-rated prospect 
may be the youngest player on the depth 
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The biggest depth concerns are also at the 
playmaker positions — running back, wide 
receiver and tight end — which could be a 
factor if there are more injury setbacks like 
freshman running back Bo Scarbrough sus- 
taining a torn ACL during the spring. 

It will be intriguing to see how it all comes 
together, The aim is for Alabama to not just 
be big and fast on the field, but imposing and 
brimming with swagger. 


OFFENSE 


Alabama has to replace the starting quar- 
terback, running back, three wide receivers, 
three offensive linemen and an every-down 
tight end. So, that’s everyone except sopho- 
more left tackle Cam Robinson and senior 
center Ryan Kelly. 

The most pressing need, and biggest ques- 
tion mark, is at quarterback. Senior Jake Cok- 
er has enviable arm strength that will stretch 
defenses, but at the end of the spring, he was 
still working on his timing and overall com- 
mand of the offense. 

Coker put up the best numbers on A-Day, 
completing 14 of 28 passes for 183 yards, 
one touchdown and one interception re- 
turned for a touchdown. But the previous 
week, Saban told reporters he was still look- 
ing for a quarterback to step up and take the 
position. 

Behind Coker is a group of extremely 
young, talented quarterbacks, with redshirt 
freshman David Cornwell having made the 
most recent strides. The others are junior 
Alec Morris, sophomore Cooper Bateman 
and prized early enrollee Blake Barnett. 

While fans are almost giddy to see what 
Derrick Henry can do as the featured ball- 
carrier, and thrilled that Kenyan Drake has 
been able to come back from last year’s hor- 
rific leg fracture at Ole Miss, depth is a ma- 
jor concern in the backfield. Freshman Bo 
Scarbrough was challenging to be the third 
option when he sustained a torn ACL during 
the spring, and Tyren Jones was dismissed 
from the team. 

That leaves converted defensive back Ron- 
nie Clark (who is coming off a torn Achilles’), 
early enrollee DeSherrius Flowers and incom- 


Sept. 5 vs. Wisconsin (Arlington) 11-3 
Sept. 12 MIDDLE TENNESSEE 


Sept. 19 OLE MISS 
Sept. 26 ULM 

Oct. 3 at Georgia 
Oct. 10 ARKANSAS 
Oct. 17 at Texas A&M 
Oct. 24 TENNESSEE 
Nov. 7 LSU 

Nov. 14 at Mississippi State 


6-6 
9-4 
4-8 
10-3 
7-6 
8-5 
7-6 
8-5 
10-3 


Nov. 21 CHARLESTON SOUTHERN 8-4 


Nov. 28 


at Auburn 


RESULTS 


8-5 


12-2, 7-1 
W vs. West Virginia (Atlanta) 33-23 
Ww FAU 41-0 
Ww SOUTHERN MISS 52-12 
Ww FLORIDA 42-21 
L at Ole Miss 17-23 
W at Arkansas 14-13 
W TEXAS A&M 59-0 
W at Tennessee 34-20 
W at LSU (0T) 20-13 
W MISSISSIPPI STATE 25-20 
Ww WESTERN CAROLINA 48-14 
Ww AUBURN 55-44 
SEC Championship Game 
W vs. Missouri 42-13 
Sugar Bowl - Semifinal 
L vs. Ohio State 35-42 


10-YEAR 
WINNING TREND 


* 0 0 


>» 20 © 0 © MH 2 MO 100 


www.lindyssports.com 2015 


AT A GLANCE 


Tuscaloosa, Ala. 
12-2 overall, 7-1 SEC (ist, West) 


Nick Saban — At Alabama: 91-17, 
8 years; overall: 177-59-1, 19 years 


11; 2 offense, 7 defense, kicker, punter 


QB Jake Coker, RB Derrick Henry, 
WR Robert Foster, TE 0.J. Howard, 
NT A’Shawn Robinson, DE Jonathan 
Allen, DE Jarran Reed, LB Reggie 
Ragland, P JK Scott 


The defensive line essentially returns 
everyone and, paired with some very 
fast pass-rushers, could be the Crimson 
Tide’s strongest unit. What Alabama 
might lack in experience, especially on 
offense, it more than makes up for with 
talent. If Alabama can avoid injuries on 
the offensive line, Henry should have 

a huge year. 


Coker didn’t establish himself as the 
clear starter during the spring, although 
none of the young, talented alternatives 
appeared ready to take over. There’s not 
a lot of depth at wide receiver or tight 
end, and Alabama took some hits at run- 
ning back. If the secondary doesn’t step 
up, the defense could be vulnerable to 
the deep ball yet again. 


QB Blake Sims, RB T.J. Yeldon, 

WR Amari Cooper, WR/RS Christion 
Jones, OG Arie Kouandjio, 

DT Brandon Ivory, LB Trey DePriest, 
LB Xzavier Dickson, SS Landon Collins 


After winning back-to-back national 
championships, the Crimson Tide has 
been close, but unable to return to the 
title game the past two years. It has the 
talent, and Alabama should again be in 
the running, but with a tough schedule 
and an unproven offense, the first step 
— winning the hyper-competitive SEC 
West — is mighty challenging. 
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The number of five-star recruits on 
the Alabama roster, according to rank- 
ings by 247Sports. The Tide has 47 
four-star players. 
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ing standout Damien Harris. 

“We feel comfortable and confident that 
we can develop the players that we have,” 
Saban said. “We have some explosive play- 
ers there and we will keep working with 
them.” 

Robert Foster and ArDarius Stewart took 
major strides in showing that they’re ready 
to step in at wide receiver, combining for 
243 receiving yards on A-Day, with Chris 
Black the primary option in the slot. Still, 
the challenge will be immense as last year’s 
starting three combined for 183 receptions, 
2,495 yards and 21 touchdowns, while 
the rest of the receiving corps had just 40 
catches for 443 yards and one TD. 

The line could be a major strength, de- 
pending on Dominick Jackson's progress. 
He’s an imposing run-blocker at right tack- 
le, yet concerns about his pass-blocking 
kept the junior college transfer out of the 
starting five last year. Working against the 
defense’s quick-twitch guys during practices 
has helped him a lot. 


SCOUTING REPORT: Offense 


POS STARTER 


QB 
RB 
WR 
WR 
WR 
TE 
u 

LG 
C 

RG 
RT 
PK 


Jake Coker 

Derrick Henry 
Robert Foster 
ArDarius Stewart 
Chris Black 

0.J. Howard 
Cameron Robinson* 
Ross Pierschbacher 
Ryan Kelly* 
Bradley Bozeman 
Dominick Jackson 
Adam Griffith* 


*Returning Starter in Bold 


YR. COMMENT 

Sr. Coaches are looking for him to really step up. 

Jr. “Freak” is a word that comes to mind, and in a good way. 
So. Aiming to replace Amari Cooper as top target. 

So. _ Impressive spring; shared A-Day MVP honors with Foster. 
Jr. The anticipated production explosion may be at hand. 

Jr. Mackey Award candidate had only 17 catches last season. 
So. Tide's first true frosh to start at LT since Andre Smith in ‘06. 
Fr. Nearly earned time last season; can also play tackle. 

Sr. Could contend for Rimington Trophy as nation’s best center. 
So. Played in nine games in 2014 as a key reserve. 

Sr.  Abeast as a run-blocker, improving on passing downs. 


Jr. — Showed no signs of last year's back problems during spring. 


SCOUTING REPORT: Defense 


POS STARTER 


OE 
NT 
DE 
LB 
LB 
LB 
LB 
CB 
CB 
$ 

$ 

B 


Jarran Reed* 
A’Shawn Robinson* 
Jonathan Allen* 
Denzel Devall* 
Reuben Foster 
Reggie Ragland* 
Ryan Anderson 
Tony Brown 
Cyrus Jones* 
Geno Smith 
Eddie Jackson* 
JK Scott* 


YR. COMMENT 

Sr. Had most stops by a DL since Wallace Gilberry in 2007 (55). 
Jr. All-American candidate; 56 career tackles, 14.5 for a loss. 
Jr. Has 49 career tackles, 14.5 tackles for loss, six sacks. 

Sr. __ Injury-plagued 2014, but has played in 35 career games. 
Jr. Will likely split duties with Hamilton. 

Sr. Ragland is poised to have a monster year. It's his D to lead. 
Jr. Pass-rushing threat hopes to land every-down role. 

So. _ First to emerge in Alabama's next wave of impressive DBs. 
St. Missed spring after breakout season; five career picks. 
Sr. — Converted CB needs to stay out of Nick Saban’s doghouse. 
Jr. Looked more comfortable after moving from CB in spring. 
So. — Coming off the best season by a punter in Tide history. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
David Cornwell, Fr. 
Kenyan Drake, Sr. 
Cameron Sims, So. 
Raheem Falkins, Jr. 
Derek Kief, Fr. 

Ty Flournoy-Smith, Sr. 
Korren Kirven, Jr. 
Grant Hill, Jr. 

J.C. Hassenauer, So. 
Alphonse Taylor, Jr. 
Brandon Greene, Jr. 
Gunnar Rabom, So. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Dalvin Tomlinson, Jr. 
Darren Lake, Sr. 

D.J. Pettway, Sr. 
Rashaan Evans, So. 


Shaun Dion Hamilton, So. 


Dillon Lee, Sr. 

Tim Williams, Jr. 
Bradley Sylve, Sr. 
Marion Humphrey, Fr. 
Ronnie Harrison, Fr. 
Hootie Jones, So. 
Adrian Lamothe, Sr. 


*Returning Starter in Bold 


Coaches nearly played Ross Pierschbach- 
er last season but were able to redshirt him. 
He'll enter camp as the left guard and could 
potentially step in at left tackle should any- 
thing happen to Robinson. Kelly, a three- 
year starter, anchors the line. 


DEFENSE 


The challenge is to go from being sec- 
ond in scoring defense and third in total 
defense in the SEC, like it was last season, 
to having something more comparable to 
2011, when Alabama clearly had the best 
defense in the nation. 

Losing numerous top-notch defensive 
backs to the NFL caught up to the Crimson 
Tide; getting off the field on third down 
was a problem last season. Alabama’s 37.8 
percent for third-down defense was an 
uncharacteristic 41st in the nation. That, 
combined with only 20 turnovers created 
in 14 games (tied for 65th), didn’t intimi- 
date anyone. 

Having more experience and depth at 


cornerback will help as former wide receiver 
Cyrus Jones had a breakthrough season 
in 2014. Coaches moved Eddie Jackson 
to safety and promoted Tony Brown dur- 
ing the spring, while Marlon Humphrey, 
the son of former Alabama running back 
Bobby Humphrey, will also vie for playing 
time after redshirting in 2014. 

Replacing Landon Collins at safety won’t 
be easy, and Geno Smith had a rocky off- 
season after his second DUI. Yet he and 
Jackson will likely be the guys working 
with the first unit at the start of fall, with 
sophomore Hootie Jones and early enroll- 
ee Ronnie Harrison challenging. Look for 
junior Maurice Smith, another converted 
cornerback, to be the nickel defensive back 
known as “star” in Saban’s system. 

Up front Alabama appears to be loaded 
among the front seven. Jonathan Allen, 
Jarran Reed and A’Shawn Robinson form 
what could be the best line in the SEC, and 
there are plenty of reserves/role players like 
Dalvin Tomlinson, DJ. Pettway, Da’Shawn 
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A’Shawn Robinson, DT, Junior (6-3, 320, 5.18) 


NDS Rank: No. 2 DT in class of 2017 


NDS Rank: No. 2 RB in class of 2017 


TOP 3 NFL PROSPECTS 


NDS Rank: No. 1 ILB in class of 2016 


Despite not registering a sack in 2014, Robinson spent a lot of time in the opponent’s back- 
field, using his first-step quickness and fluidity to give blockers trouble. He has the upper- 
body strength to push the pocket and not only does he test well physically, but his coaches 
say he’s one of the most intelligent players on the team. Has all the natural tools, but is still 
learning how to use his hands and develop his pass rush repertoire. 


Derrick Henry, RB, Junior (6-2, 241, 4.54) 
Built like a linebacker, Henry runs as big as he looks with power and toughness, but he 
accelerates easily and finishes behind his pads. Henry has also improved as a receiver and 


blocker, developing into an all-around ball-carrier. 


Reggie Ragland, ILB, Senior (6-2, 254, 4.83) 


He isn’t the rangiest linebacker, but he takes accurate first steps and shows excellent clos- 
ing burst to arrive with pop at the point of attack. Ragland is a physical striker with reliable 
breakdown skills in the open field, wrapping, driving and finishing. He isn’t as talented as 
C.J. Mosley, but he’s a better NFL prospect than Trey DePriest, falling somewhere in the 
middle of those two former Alabama players. 


— Dane Brugler, NFLDraftScout.com 


Hand, Darren Lake ... 
prospect Daron Payne. 

At linebacker, Reggie Ragland steps into 
the leadership role as the fixture in the 
middle, with hard-hitting Reuben Foster 
and Shaun Dion Hamilton possibly split- 
ting reps like Nico Johnson and C.J. Mosley 
did a couple of years ago (Foster in against 
the run and Hamilton on passing situa- 
tions). 

“Reuben had a really good spring and 
stayed healthy,” Saban said about Foster, 
who has had injury issues due to technique 
problems. “He made a lot of plays and has 
a better understanding of the defense, is 
showing a lot more maturity and has a lot 
more confidence. We’re encouraged.” 

Alabama could make major strides at 
outside linebacker. Denzel Devall is a fix- 


along with prized 


ture. Ryan Anderson may have finally 


found a home at Jack (the hybrid end/ 
linebacker spot in Saban’s scheme). Dillon 


2012 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 38.7 12 


OFFENSE 
Scoring 


2013 RANKINGS 


PERGAME RANK 
38.2 Scoring 36.9 15 


Lee can line up anywhere. What will give 
opposing coaches fits will be the develop- 
ing pass-rushers, as Tim Williams, Rashaan 
Evans and Christian Miller will be very dif- 
ficult matchups. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


JK Scott was a finalist for the Ray Guy 
Award as a freshman in 2014, when he had 
a 48.0-yard average, 44.7-yard net average 
and put 56.4 percent of his attempts (31 of 
55) inside the 20 — all of which led the na- 
tion. 

Meanwhile, junior kicker Adam Griffith 
this spring showed no signs of the back 
issues that bothered him last year, so the 
kicking game could be a huge strength for 
Alabama. 

With long-snapper Cole Mazza heading 
into his junior year, the only issue among 
the specialists is who will return punts and 
kicks. Chris Black and Kenyan Drake were 


2014 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 


Rushing 227.5 16 


Passing 
Total 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Pass 
Total 


75 


31 


RANK 


1 
1 
7 
1 


Rushing 205.6 
Passing 248.5 
Total 454.1 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 13.9 
Rushing 106.2 
Passing 180.3 
Total 286.5 


PER GAME 


RANK 


4 
7 
11 
) 


Rushing 206.6 35 


Passing 
Total 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


277.9 
484.5 


PER GAME 
18.4 
102.4 
226.0 
328.4 


28 
17 


RANK 
6 
4 
58 
12 


A’SHAWN ROBINSON 


Photo by AD Moore 


the deep men on kickoffs on A-Day, but the 
Crimson Tide has numerous candidates, 
including Anthony Averett, Tony Brown, 
Ronnie Clark and ArDarius Stewart, among 
others. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


Alabama’s 2015 opponents were 96-58 
last year, and that 62.3 winning percent- 
age is the fourth-best any team will see this 
season. However, the schedule may be even 
tougher than it looks. 

The Crimson Tide opens with its usual 
marque event, this time facing Wisconsin 
in Arlington, Texas, giving Alabama an- 
other shot at the Big Ten after losing to 
Ohio State in the Sugar Bowl. There’s also 
the usual difficult November featuring 
LSU-Mississippi State-Auburn, but this year 
October might be just as tough. 

Two weeks after hosting Ole Miss (last 
year’s only regular-season loss) on Sept. 19, 
Alabama will play at Georgia, Arkansas, at 
Texas A&M and Tennessee on consecutive 
Saturdays. That stretch will serve notice 
to whether Alabama can contend for the 


TO MARGIN PER GAME RANK TO MARGIN PERGAME RANK TO MARGIN PERGAME RANK national title. 


+14 + 1.00 13 +2 + 0.2 T-48 -2 -0,1 T-71 
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— Christopher Walsh 


NOTEBOOK 


T= was no better story on Alabama this 


spring than the comeback of Kenyan Drake. 
When Crimson Tide fans last saw the 
running back on a football field, he was scream- 
ing in pain after sustaining a horrific leg fracture 
at Ole Miss. Not only did he practice this spring, 
but coach Nick Saban said he ran the 40-yard 
dash in 4.4 seconds during Alabama's version of 
Pro Day for underclassmen (which is closed to 
NFL scouts and media). 

Nevertheless, coaches kept him in a black no- 
contact jersey for A-Day, and Drake got a little frus- 
trated that defenders only had to touch him to be 
ruled down. 

“| thought he played great,” Saban said. 

“| think that we are trying to make a business 
decision about what's best for Kenyan Drake and 
his future, as well as, what's best for our team. | 
don’t think he had anything to prove out there today 
by going out there and getting tackled and us put- 
ting him in a situation where he'd be at greater risk 
of injury. 

“He's pretty much full speed.” 

Drake had 271 all-purpose yards, including 
an 87-yard touchdown reception on Alabama's 
first play from scrimmage against Florida, 
before getting injured during his fifth game last 
season. 

In addition to lining up at running back, Drake 
also fielded kickoffs on A-Day, but the big new 
wrinkle in his game may be as a wideout. More 
than once he was spotted working with the wide 
receivers during spring practices. 

¢ The most serious injury setbacks this spring 
were to freshman running back Bo Scarbrough 
and sophomore wide receiver Cam Sims, who both 
sustained torn ACLs. 

After playing all of last season with a torn labrum 
in his hip, senior cornerback Cyrus Jones had sur- 
gery and missed all of spring, as did senior line- 
backer Denzel Devall (ankle). 

* After struggling to create turnovers last sea- 
son, Alabama’s defenders had six interceptions 
and a fumble recovery on A-Day. They also broke 
up eight passes and tallied 19 tackles for a loss, 
including eight sacks. 


OPPOSING COACHES VIEW 


© On expectations for the season: “Alabama 
should be the best team in nation for the fourth year in 
a row and win the national championship. They've got 
40 guys on the roster that will play in the NFL. Nobody 
else in the SEC has 25. They've got five-stars playing 
third and fourth team. With their depth, you can never 
count them out.” 

e On second-year offensive coordinator Lane 
Kiffin: “Last year, without Lane Kiffin, they would have 
been 8-4, maybe 7-5. They gave up 44 points to 
Auburn and still won. Without Lane Kiffin, no way in 
hell Alabama wins the SEC title. He's proven himself as 
a great coach on the field. He’s adaptable and the kids 
play for him.” 


CRIMSON TIDE SPRING ROSTER 


Quarterbacks Pos. Ht Wt Class Hometown 69 Joshua Frazier DL 6-3 335 So. Springdale, AR 
6 Blake Barnett QB 6-5 210 FF. Corona, CA 9  Da'Shawn Hand DL 6-4 273 So. Woodbridge, VA 
18 CooperBateman QB 6-3 215 So. Murray, UT 96 Stephen Hodge DL 6-1 257 Sr. Akron 
14 Jake Coker QB 6-5 230 Sr. Mobile 89 Bernel Jones DL 63 253 Sr. Montgomery 
12 DavidComwell QB 6-5 234 Fr. Norman, OK Darren Lake OL 6-3 323 Sr. York 
11 Alec Morris QB 6-3 230 Jr. Allen, TX 51 Jake Long OL 5-10 229 Jr Vestavia Hills 
Running Backs Pos. HL Wt Class Hometown 57 0D. J. Pettway DL 62 265 Sr. Pensacola, FL 
17 Kenyan Drake RB 6-1 202 Sr._ Powder Spring, GA_ 99 _Jarran Reed OL 6-4 315 Sr. Goldsboro, NC 
43 Lawrence ErekosimaRB 5-7 175 Fr. _—Simpsonville,SC_ 3 ‘A'Shawn Robinson DL 6-4 320 Jr. Fort Worth, TX 
28 DeSherrius Flowers RB 6-1 210 Fr. Mobile 91 0.J. Smith DL 6-2 330 Fr Bossier City, LA 
2 Derrick Henry _-RB_ 63 241 Jt Yulee,FL_ 54 Dalvin Tomlinson DL 6-2 290 Jt McDonaugh, GA 
Linebackers Pos. Hi. Wit. Class Hometown 
22 Ryan Anderson (1B 6-2 258 Jr. Daphne 
Hometown 43 Gussie Busch 1B G60 210 Fr St. Louis, MO 
39 Paden Crowder 1B 6-4 235 Sr Vestavia Hills 
1 Ae Ea WR 5-11 186 Jr _Jacksonville, FL_ 349 Denzel Devall «LB 6-2 254 Sr, Bastrop, LA 
80 Raheem Falkins WR 6-4 210 Jr _NewOrleans,LA 39 Rashaan Evans LB G3 225 So. Aubum 
6 Nobert Foster 2 Ba 1615 Bo. Monaca,PA 49 Reuben Foster «LB G1 244 J Auburn 
oi. Derek Het teh Ta Gincinnatl,OH 29 Shaun Dion Hamilton LB 6-0 233 So. Montgomery _ 
89 Armani Purifoye WR 6-1 187 So. Kingsland, GA 2 Keith Holcombe LB 6-3 215 Ft Tuscaloosa 
oa AR Monroe, LA 35 Walker Jones «LB 6-2 238 So. Germantown, TN 
13 ArDarius Stewart WR 6-0 193 So. Fultondale 25 Dillon Lee 1B 64 243 Sr. Buford, GA 
Mt RL St.Louis,MO_ 34 Christian Miller LB 6-8 215 Ft Columbia, SC 
16 Jamey Mosley 1B 65 210 Fe. Moble 
id tes A BG Birmingham 49 Reggie Ragland 1B 6-2 254 St. Madison 
55 Feeney 08 ee Moultrie, GA 56 Tim Wiliams 1B 6-3 242 Je Baton Rouge, LA 
88 0.J. Howard TE 66 240 Jr. Prattville = = 
46 Michael NysowanderTE 6-1 238 Sr. Hoover 
Offensive Linemen Pos. Hi. Wt Class Hometown ZAC Tat ny Concert BBE OLED peony 
75. Bradley OL 65 35 So, manic 2 Tony Brown DB 6-0 198 So, Beaumont, TX 
ay Gada taal Sail Gao Mobile &-—Fomnle Clark __—DB/RBG-3_215 Fr Calera 
oi feed ep ee 12 JonathanCook DB 6-0 190 So, Daphne 
48 Bo Grant DB 6-2 198 Jr. Valley 
ay = 3 = 3 aa a 15 Ronnie Harrison DB 6-3 210 Fr _‘Tallahassee, FL 
@3.J6,Menenscer OL 0-3 200 So, Woedhury un «0 Matonompbrey 08 61 188 f. _thowe 
64. Grant Hill OL 66 322 a3 Huntsville 4 Eddie Jackson DB 6-0 188 Jr. Lauderdale Lakes, FL 
76 Remick lackaon OL (87 S0 "i6e Cupertino,ca -«&_Cymusones__—B_ «S10 194 Se Baltimore, MD 
70 Ryan Kelly OL 65 296 Sr. WestChester,on © rence Hoole ones OB 6-2 221 So. ‘Monroe, LA 
56 Brandon Kennedy OL 6-3 295 Fr. Wetumpka 24 Geno Smith 0B 6-0 197 Sr. Atlanta, GA 
85 KorrenKirven OL 65 297 Jr, lynchburg,vA --21_Maurice Smith _ DB _ 6-0 195 J. Sugar Land, TX 
68 Isaac Luatua OL 62 315 Sr. La Mirada, CA 22 NateStaskelunas DB 6-3 206 Jr. Grenville, NC 
60 Brandon Moore OL 6-0 277 Sr. Cincinnati, OH 3 Bradley Syive DB 5-11 180 Sr. Port Sulphur, LA 
71 RossPierschbacher OL 6-4 295 Fr. Cedar Falls, IA 14 Deionte Thompson DB 6-2 180 Fr. Orange, TX 
Chris Posa OL 63 269 Jr Commerce, Mi 44_Levi Wallace DB 6-1 172 So. Tucson, AZ_ 
74 Cam Robinson OL 6-6 323 So. Monroe, LA 23 Jabriel Washington DB 5-11 183 Sr. Jackson, TN 
52 Andre Sims OL 63 312 ak Montgomery Specialists Pos, Ht Wt Class Hometown 
50 Alphonse Taylor OL 6-5 325 Jr. Mobile 98 AdrianLamothe P 5-9 190 Sr. Monterrey, Mexico 
59 DallasWarmack OL 6-2 305 Fr. Atlanta, GA 15 JK Scott P 6-4 185 So. Denver, CO 
Defensive Linemen Pos. Ht Wt. Class Hometown 99 Adam Griffith PK 5-10 188 Jr. Calhoun, GA 
93 Jonathan Allen DL 6-3 272 Jr. Leesburg,VA 96 Gunnar Raborn _—PK__5-10 185 _So Lafayette, LA 
94 Dakota Ball DL 62 280 Je Lindale, GA 58 Alex Harrelson SN 6-0 226 Sr. Vestavia Hills 
36 Johnny Dwight DL 63 300 Fr. Rochelle, GA 55 Cole Mazza SN 6-1 251 Jr. Bakersfield, CA 


PASSING 


Name GP No. 
REAVIIG, fee 
C. Jones 14 19 
Name GP Att 
RUSHING D.Henry 14 172 
TJ. Yeldon 13 194 
B. Sims 
DEF. LEADERS 


TD Long Avg/G 

16 80 123.4 

4 58 42.0 

1 41 «18.9 

Net Avg TD Long Avg/G 
990 «65.8 11 49 70.7 
979 55.0 11 31 


Tackles: L. Collins 103, R. Ragland 95, T. Depriest 88 

Tackles for loss: X. Dickson 12.5, J. Allen 11.5, R. Ragland 10.5 
Sacks: X. Dickson 9, J. Allen 5.5, R, Anderson 3 

Interceptions: L. Collins 3, C. Jones 3, N. Perry 2 
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——EYsSPORTS CRIMSON TIDE RECRUITING 2015 


Calvin Ridley 

Ridley, the nation’s top-ranked receiver prospect per 247Sports 
Composite rankings for 2015, is a gamebreaker from Monarch 
High in Pompano Beach, Fla. Because of his unique skill set 
(speed), there's a chance he could work his way into the rota- 
tion during his freshman season in Tuscaloosa. 


Daron Payne 
The 6-2, 325-pound Payne, from Shades Valley High in 
oa Birmingham, is the type of big, “zero technique” or “nose tack- 
le" defensive tackle that the Crimson Tide loves to have in the 
middle of their defense. During practices for the Under Armour 
a All-America game, nearly every offensive lineman that tried to 


Matt Womack 

Matt Womack is an enormous offensive line prospect from 
Senatobia, Miss., who got better and better as his high school 
Career progressed. With development and strength gain in the 
coming years, he can be a high-level contributor for the 
Crimson Tide. 


Alabama needs left tackles in this cycle and picked up a commitment from Folsom 
(Calif.) standout Jonah Williams at that position in April. Look for the Crimson Tide to 
Continue their usual balanced approach on the recruiting trail, hitting numbers and 
needs across the board at the various positions. 


— By JC Shurburtt 247Sports 


shape and works hard, he could see the field the first year. 


3 NEWCOMERS OF IMPACT 


Santiago High in Corona, Calif., has an excellent skill set for 
throwing on the run while escaping pressure, a big arm and 


ence-maker at the position. 


Hometown 


Keaton Anderson OB 6&1 25 ooo Florence Florence 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 41 outside linebacker and No. 21 prospect in the state of Alabama 
according to the 247Sports Composite...Recorded 171 tackles, 14 tackles for loss, 4.5 sacks 
and an interception as a senior. 


Blake Bamett B &4 20 GOGO Corna Ch Santiago 
Enrolled in January. ..Under Armour All-American...Ranked as the nation's No. 21 prospect 
overall, No. 2 pro-style quarterback and No. 5 prospect in California according to the 
247Sports Composite. ..Named MVP of the Elite 17 finals. 


Christian Bell WOE 64 20 OOO Birmingham Hoover 
Will enter Alabama as a grayshirt...Ranked as the nation’s No. 19 weakside defensive end 
and No. 17 prospect in Alabama according to the 247Sports Composite. 


Mekhi Brown WOE 64 22 @006 Columbus, GA Carver 
U.S. Army All-American...Ranked as the nation’s No. 114 prospect overall, No. 6 weakside 
defensive end and No. 6 prospect in Georgia according to the 247Sports Composite. 


Shawn Burgess-Becker ATH 6-1 185 ©@©© Pompano Beach, FL Monarch 
Under Armour All-American...Ranked as the nation's No. 166 prospect overall, No. 10 athlete 
and No. 25 prospect in Florida according to the 247Sports Composite. 


Daylon Charlot WR 601983 O@0O0  Patterson,LA Patterson 
Under Armour All-American...Ranked as the nation’s No. 90 prospect overall, No. 9 wide 
receiver and No. 4 prospect in Louisiana according to the 247Sports Composite. .. Caught 30 
passes for 711 yards and 14 touchdowns as a senior. 


Lester Cotton 06 6 3 GOOO Tuscaloosa Central School 
Under Armour All-American...Ranked as the nation’s No. 54 prospect overall, No. 4 offensive 
guard and No. 3 prospect in Alabama according to the 247Sports Composite. 


Minkah Fitzpatrick CB 61 1988 GOCOo Jersey City, Nd St. Peters Prep 
Under Armour All-American. ..Ranked as the nation’s No. 30 prospect overall, No. 5 corner- 
back and No. 1 prospect in New Jersey according to the 247Sports Composite...Named 
2014 All-USA second team by USA TODAY. 


Desherrius Flowers RB 24 OOooSe Mobile Vigor 
Enrolled in January...U.S. Army All-American...Ranked as the nation’s No. 146 prospect 
overall, No. 15 running back and No. 5 prospect in Alabama according to the 247Sports 
Composite. 


Damien Harris 


RB 5-11 26 GOGOO Berea KY 
Under Armour All-American...Ranked as the nation’s No. 31 prospect overall, No. 1 running 
back and No. 1 prospect in Kentucky according to the 247Sports Composite. ..Finished 
career with second-most touchdowns in Kentucky history (122). 


Ronnie Harrison S$ 63 25 Oo00 Tallahassee, FL Florida State Univ. School 
Enrolled in January... Ranked as the nation’s No. 197 prospect overall, No. 12 safety and 
No. 28 prospect in Florida according to the 247Sports Composite...Had 39 tackles and five 
pass breakups while passing for more than 2,000 yards and rushing for more than 1,000 
yards as a senior. 


Hale Hentges TE 65 20 OOOO Jefferson City, M0 Hellas 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 145 prospect overall, No. 3 tight end and No. 3 prospect in 
Missouri according to the 247Sports Composite...Caught 52 passes for 969 yards and 
11 touchdowns as a senior. 


ry block Payne struggled mightily. If he shows up this summer in 


Barnett’s impact may not be felt this season as Jacob Coker is 
the likely starting quarterback, but the 6-4, 200-pounder from 


/ good size. He has the upside to make a run at the starting job 
at Alabama sooner rather than later during his career and what 
he can do with his feet makes him a potential dynamic differ- 


2aysron7ts COM POSITE Commitiments 


Average Stars 


6 144 3 0 


Total Stars 95 
National Rank: 1 SEC: 1 


Hometown Scheol 


Anfemee Jennings WDE 63 256 O000 Dadeville Dadeville 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 172 prospect overall, No. 11 weakside defensive end and No. 6 
prospect in Alabama according to the 247Sports Composite...Had 170 tackles and 14 sacks 
as a senior. 


Brandon Kennedy 06 62 25 oo00 Wetumpka 
Enrolled in January... Ranked as the nation’s No. 19 offensive guard and No. 10 prospect in 
Alabama according to the 247Sports Composite...Under Armour All-American. . Participated 
in the Alabama-Mississippi All-Star Classic. 


Joshua McMillon OB 63 239 oOoo0 Memphis, TN Whitehaven 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 245 prospect overall, No. 16 outside linebacker and No. 9 pros- 
pect in Tennessee according to the 247Sports Composite...Under Armour All-American 
Game selection. 


Daron Payne OT 62 3 GOOOSO Binmingham Shades Valley School 
Under Armour All-American. ..Ranked as the nation's No. 29 prospect overall, No. 7 defensive 
tackle and No. 1 prospect in Alabama according to the 247Sports Composite. . Participated 
in the Alabama-Mississippi All-Star Classic. 


Richie Petithon 06 64 301 G@&O0 Washington, DC Gonzaga 
Under Armour All-American,..Ranked as the nation’s No. 65 prospect overall, No. 5 
offensive guard and No. 1 prospect in D.C. according to the 247Sports Composite... 
Grandson of former NFL coach and All-Pro safety Richie Petitbon...Father played at 
Maryland. 


Calvin Ridley WR 60 172 G&GOO Pompano Beach, FL Monarch 
Under Armour All-American...Ranked as the nation’s No. 11 prospect overall, No. 1 wide 
receiver and No. 6 prospect in Florida according to the 247Sports Composite...Caught 41 
passes for 1,131 yards and 12 touchdowns as a junior. 


Kendall Sheffield CB 60 181 GG&OOCO Missouri City, Fort Bend Marshall 
Named 2014 All-USA first team by USA TODAY...Under Armour All-American... Ranked as 
the nation's No. 20 prospect overall, No. 4 comerback and No. 3 prospect in Texas according 
to the 247Sports Composite. 


Adonis Thomas OB 63 29 OOOO 


Lawrenceville, GA Central Gwinnett 
Under Armour All-American...Ranked as the nation’s No. 170 prospect overall, No. 11 outside 
linebacker and No. 19 prospect in Georgia according to the 247Sports Composite...Recorded 
124 tackles, 11 tackles for loss and five sacks as a senior. 


Delonte Thompson S$ 62 11 GOoOoOo Orange, TX West Orange-Stark 
Enrolled in January... Under Armour All-American...Ranked as the nation’s No. 44 pros- 
pect overall, No. 2 safety and No. 10 prospect in Texas according to the 247Sports 
Composite. 


Dallas Warmack 06 &1 36 OOOO  Allanta,GA Mays 
Enrolled in January...U.S. Army All-American...Ranked as the nation’s No. 229 prospect 
overall, No. 12 offensive guard and No. 22 prospect in Georgia according to the 247Sports 
Composite. 


Matt Womack Oo 67 320 ooo Senatobia, MS Magnolia Heights School 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 68 offensive tackle and No. 15 prospect in Mississippi 
according to the 247Sports Composite...Originally committed to LSU before flipping to 
the Tide. 
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PLAYER PROFILE 81 AND BRIGHTEST 


Ragland Mentally, Physically Ready to Lead 


hen Reggie Ragland announced 
he would be coming back for 
his final season of eligibility at 


Alabama, he said it was to be “smarter for 
the game.” 

The interior linebacker told reporters 
that he doesn’t just want to play in the 
NFL, but be as good as possible. Mean- 
while, Ragland didn’t even know how pro- 
lific of a player he could be at the collegiate 
level yet. 

If the spring was any indication, Ragland 
might be in for quite a season. 

“Reggie has done a phenomenal job for 
us,” coach Nick Saban said. “He is a leader, 
the leader of our defense.” 

Overall, Ragland was second in team 
tackles last season with 95, including 10.5 
for a loss and 1.5 sacks. He also started to 
become the imposing presence that coach- 
es especially covet in the interior. 

While Saban likes to have an estab- 
lished veteran in every position group, he 
especially wants one at interior lineback- 
er, where someone has to act as a sort of 
quarterback for the defense. All-Americans 
Dont'a Hightower, Rolando McClain and 
C.J. Mosley all had that role, the latter two 
of which won the Butkus Award as college 
football’s best linebacker. 

Ragland appears to be in the same mold 
and wound up being a semifinalist for the 
national honor in 2014. That was despite a 
bit of a rocky start that had him question- 
ing if he really could play the position well 
at this level. 

Specifically, when Alabama opened 
against West Virginia it was without sus- 
pended Trey DePriest, leaving Ragland and 
Reuben Foster to make their first career 
starts together. 

Although Ragland was the more veteran 
of the two, he had just 25 career tackles, 15 
of which were on special teams. He hadn’t 
started at linebacker since playing for Bob 
Jones High School in Madison, Ala., in 
2011, and was facing an offensive-minded 
coach who was proficient at confusing de- 
fenses with misdirection and screen passes. 

It was like asking someone to pass their 
first driver’s test while in Friday rush-hour 
traffic in Atlanta, but Alabama won the 


REGGIE RAGLAND 


neutral-site game at the Georgia Dome, 
33-23. 

As Ragland progressed, there was his 
12-tackle performance at Arkansas, fol- 
lowed by the impressive reach-up intercep- 
tion against Texas A&M, and a career-high 


the SEC’s Defensive Player of the Week. 


ES ete eset DAS of Florida. When he turned 19 years and nine 


Saban said. 
And Ragland won’t be stopping now. 


For more coverage visit lindyssports.com/college-football/sec/alabama 


: MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 


or 


? T.J. Yeldon on the depth 
: chart, Henry ended up 
: leading the Crimson 


: RB DERRICK HENRY 


Although he was behind 


Tide in rushing last sea- 
son with 990 yards on 
172 carries, with 11 touch- 

downs. He also averaged 26.6 yards on five 
receptions, with two more scores. ... Alabama 


: credited him with 21 explosive rushes of 12 
: yards or more. ... At 6-3, 241 pounds, he has 
? the combination of power and moves to be 
a workhorse. 


i EMERGING STAR 


: WR ROBERT FOSTER 


? As a redshirt freshman last 

? season, Foster finished 

? with six receptions for 

Wj : 44 yards, the longest 
' = being 14 yards. He 

| = could top that in one 

: game this season. ... During 


Alabama’s final spring scrimmage, Foster 


: tallied six catches for 125 yards en route to 


being named co-MVP of A-Day. ... He was 
rated the nation’s top wide receiver by 
247Sports in the 2013 class. ... Foster's 
favorite athlete growing up was Larry 
Fitzgerald, which makes sense as he went 
to Central Valley High School in Monaca, Pa. 


i TOP NEWCOMER 
: WR CALVIN RIDLEY 


: Ridley, however, played 


13 stops at LSU en route to being named : jpn only three games as 


The consensus five-star 
prospect was tabbed the 
best wide receiver in 
the 2015 recruiting 
class by 247Sports. 


: a senior due to an age restriction in the state 


: months, his high school career was over. ... 


Ridley had hoped to enroll early at Alabama, 
but didn’t, yet could have a chance to make 
a quick impact due to depth concerns. 
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Birmingham — 


Home of the nation’s third largest pediatric medical facility 


wre || a 
‘ge a Ly 
t : 


OUR TEAM INCLUDES the most inquiring minds, the most skilled hands and the most compassionate hearts in 
pediatric medicine. We recruit, train and retain the best and brightest medical professionals to care for our children. 


1600 7TH AVENUE SOUTH 
BIRMINGHAM, AL 35233 
(205) 638-9100 ChildrensAL.org 


Children’s 


of Alabama» 


Healthcare as amazing as their potential 


ARKANSAS 


yr RAZO 


For more coverage of the Razorbacks, visit arkansas.247Sports.com 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Dan Enos 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Robb Smith 


STADIUM: Reynolds Razorback Stadium: 72,000 


HOGS LOOKING TO BUILD ON LAST SEASON'S TURNAROUND 


ing him. 

So, certainly Bret Bielema appreci- 
ated the appreciation that Razorbacks fans 
showed after Arkansas went 7-6 in 2014. 

Arkansas’ post-Bobby Petrino era _bot- 
tomed out with the 2012 Razorbacks of John 
L. Smith floundering at 4-8. Bielema inher- 
ited that mess in 2013, going 3-9, including 
an 0-8 mark in the SEC. 

The Hogs won three of their final four 
games last season, with shutout wins over 
bitter border rivals Ole Miss and LSU — 
before a 31-7 rout of former Southwest Con- 
ference archival Texas in the Advocare Texas 
Bowl in Houston. 

For that, Bielema and his staff received ex- 
tensive Arkansas praise, particularly post-Texas. 

It’s great to a point, but not, as Bielema 
asserts, the ultimate point. 

The former three-time Big Ten cham- 
pionship coach went 68-24 during eight 
years at Wisconsin, so he is used to better 
things. He knows Arkansas is steeped in the 
Hall-of-Fame coaching tradition of Frank 
Broyles and some great years compiled by 
Lou Holtz, Ken Hatfield, Houston Nutt and 
Petrino, even if recent years have been com- 
paratively lean. 

“T told our coaches ‘Everybody is telling 
them how good they are right now,’” Bielema 
said of his players. “We're 7-6. My coaching 
career, that’s still one of my worst records. 
So | say this all the time, ‘It’s not a landing 
point; it’s a launching point.’” 

He couldn’t get the team off the ground in 
2013, although Arkansas closed that season 
with some close calls, including at LSU in the 
finale. The close losses continued into 2014, 
before the Razorbacks were able to get on 
a roll, including the rousing bow! win. 

“During my first year, we were knocking 
on the door and we couldn’t win it,” Bielema 
said. “Now we beat the daylights out of Texas. 
They know that’s a big deal. And they under- 
stand, ‘Why did it happen?’ It happened be- 
cause you worked hard.” 

The success won't keep happening if com- 
placency prevails, Bielema said. 

“Just keep that same mentality going,” 
Bielema said. “But just to keep that same 


Fie coach appreciates fans appreciat- 


mentality is easier said than done.” 

Assessing the spring, Bielema said his 
team’s work ethic matched his expectations 
for continued considerable improvement. 

“| just know we’re so much further ahead 
leaving this last practice than we were a year 
ago,” Bielema said. “And we're a lot further 
than we were two years ago. It’s a fun time to 
be in the program.” 


OFFENSE 


With two 1,000-yard running backs, a fifth- 
year quarterback and a two-time AII-SEC sec- 
ond-team tight end operating behind an NFL- 
sized offensive line, there are many reasons to 
be excited about the Razorbacks’ offense. 

A new offensive coordinator has Bielema 
excited, too. 

Dan Enos, the former Central Michigan 
head coach taking on the challenge of co- 
ordinating and play-calling an SEC offense, 
enjoyed a spring practice honeymoon at his 
new address. 

“He has had as a profound effect on this 
program as | can ever hope for, and probably 
even tenfold,” Bielema said. 

Regarding Enos’ game-day play-calling 
from the sideline rather than as an eye-in- 
the-sky from the press box, Bielema said: 
“Dan has unbelievable street credit with our 
kids. He has got an unbelievable demeanor 
and rapport. He can jump them and they are 
going to respond I think in the right way. He 
really has had a tremendous effect on B.A. 
(Brandon Allen) I think B.A. feels very con- 
fident about him being down there as well.” 

Allen, the senior quarterback who was named 
the MVP of Arkansas’ 31-7 bowl romp over 
Texas, threw 20 touchdown passes vs. five in- 
terceptions last fall and continued his improve- 
ment in the spring. Third-year sophomore 
Austin Allen returns as his brother’s backup. 

Austin Allen filled in admirably, advancing 
a 17-0 lead to 30-0 when brother Brandon was 
injured during the second half against Ole Miss. 

Enos’ infusion of screen passes should en- 
hance the breakaway versatility of 1,000-yard 
running backs Jonathan Williams and Alex 
Collins. They are already explosively com- 
fortable running inside or outside behind 
mastodon Hogs Mitch Smothers, Sebastian 


SCHEDULE 


Date Opponent 14 Record 
Sept. 5 UTEP 7-6 
Sept. 12 TOLEDO 9-4 
Sept. 19 TEXAS TECH 4-8 
Sept. 26 vs. TEXAS A&M (Arlington) 8-5 
Oct. 3 at Tennessee 7-6 
Oct. 10. at Alabama 12-2 
Oct. 24 AUBURN 8-5 
Oct. 31 UT-MARTIN 6-6 
Nov. 7 at Ole Miss 9-4 
Nov. 14 at LSU 8-5 
Nov. 21 MISSISSIPPI STATE 10-3 
Nov. 28 MISSOURI 11-3 


RESULTS 


L at Auburn 21-45 
WwW NICHOLLS STATE 73-7 
WwW at Texas Tech 49-28 
W NORTHERN ILLINOIS 52-14 
L vs. Texas A&M (Arlington) 28-35 
L ALABAMA 13-14 
L vs. Georgia (Little Rock) 32-45 
WwW UAB 45-17 
L at Mississippi State 10-17 
W LSU 17-0 
WwW OLE MISS 30-0 
L at Missouri 14-21 
Texas Bowl 
W vs, Texas 31-7 


10-YEAR 
WINNING TREND 


* o 
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AT A GLANCE 


Fayetteville, Ark. 


7-6 overall, 2-6 SEC (7th, West) 


Bret Bielema — At Arkansas: 10-15, 
2 years; overall: 78-39, 9 years 


15; 8 offense 6 defense, kicker 


QB Brandon Allen, RB Jonathan Williams, 
RB Alex Collins, TE Hunter Henry, 

OG Sebastian Tretola, OT Denver 
Kirkland, LB Brooks Ellis 


The offense is going to pound, led by 

a huge offensive line returning nearly 
intact, plus Henry, a two-time All-SEC 
second-team tight end. Allen always has 
good hand-off options with Williams and 
Collins, two of the best around. Ellis, 
moved from the middle to the weakside, 
appears poised to pick up where gradu- 
ated SEC leading tackler Martrell 
Spaight left off in 2014. 


Arkansas’ defense played with much 
more confidence last year, but many 
players who inspired that confidence 
have moved on to NFL training camps 
and aren't snap-your-fingers replace- 
able. There is no blazing deep threat at 
receiver, unless JC transfer Dominique 
Reed comes through when he reports, 
or track sprinter/receiver Eric Hawkins’ 
hands catch up to his feet. 


TE A.J. Derby, OT Brey Cook, NT Darius 
Philon, DE Trey Flowers, OLB Martrell 
Spaight, NB Tevin Mitchel, FS Alan 
Turner, P Sam Irwin-Hill 


Shutting out LSU and Ole Miss and drill- 
ing Texas in the Advocare Texas Bowl 
had the Hogs brimming with confidence 
through the spring and into the summer 
of Bielema’s third year. It’s easy to see 
the progress and talent of the program, 
but an SEC schedule that includes only 
three home games might not be condu- 
cive to great strides. On the other hand, 
Arkansas will be a very tough out. 


Combined rushing yards in the 
past two seasons for Jonathan Williams 
and Alex Collins. 


JARED C S 

Photo by Richey Miller/CSM Cal OLLIN: 
Tretola, Frank Ragnow, Denver Kirkland 
and Dan Skipper. 

All weigh well over 300. Kirkland, the 
best pass protector Bielema said he has 
ever coached, is the heaviest, listed at 343 
pounds. Skipper, 6-10, might be the tallest 
tackle in the country. Both are juniors. 

Tretola captured national laughter by 
throwing a touchdown pass during Arkan- 
sas’ non-conference rout of UAB, but the 
left guard’s blocking is no joke, especially 
with Kirkland adjoined at left tackle. 

Expect Allen and Enos to capitalize on 
junior tight ends Hunter Henry (37 catches 
for 513 yards last season) and Jeremy Sprin- 
kle. Sprinkle, a scrawny 208 pounds on a 
6-6 frame when he reported in 2012, has 
bulked up to 243. 

Leading returning receiver Keon Hatcher 
(43 catches, 558 yards, six touchdowns) has 
developed into a reliable wideout, but the 
Hogs lack a flat-out game-breaking burner. 
Perhaps incoming JC transfer Dominique 
Reed or Eric Hawkins, a fourth-year junior 


SCOUTING REPORT: Offense 


POS STARTER 

QB Brandon Allen* 
RB Jonathan Williams* 
FB Kody Walker 

WR Keon Hatcher* 

WR Jared Comelius 

TE Hunter Henry* 

tT Denver Kirkland* 
LG Sebastian Tretola* 
C Mitch Smothers* 
RG Frank Ragnow 

RT _ Dan Skipper* 

PK Adam MoFain* 


*Returning Starter in Bold 


YR. COMMENT 

Sr. — Coaches love him, even if many talk show callers don't. 

Sr. Not one but two big-time 1,000-yard rushers at this spot. 
Sr. May see more two-TEs or three-WRs looks. 

Sr. Is the team’s leading returning receiver. 

So. — Approaching status as a potential game-breaker. 

Jr. Arkansas’ strongest and deepest offensive spot. 

Jr Among best pass protectors he’s coached, says Bielema. 
Sr. Serious blocker can pass a TD for laughs. 

Sr.  Unheralded returning starter has paid his dues. 

So. __ Likes playing guard more than he does center. 

Jr. Move from left to right side a natural, says line coach Pittman. 
Jt. Incumbent McFain kicked a 53-yarder during spring scrimmage. 


SCOUTING REPORT: Defense 


POS STARTER 

DE — JaMichael Winston* 
DT Taiwan Johnson* 
DT —DeMarcus Hodge 

DE —_‘Tevin Beanum 

LB Brooks Ellis* 

LB _Khalia Hackett 

LB Josh Williams* 


YR, COMMENT 

Jr. Solid returning starter is backed by team’s lone JC signee. 
Jr. Last year’s surprise backed by heralded rookie. 

Sr. These are two big men on the nose. 

So. — Wise's inconsistencies dropped him mid-spring to No, 2. 

Jr. Arkansas’ best and most-seasoned linebacker. 

So. — Moved from SLB to starting MLB during productive spring, 
Jr. This spot gets scrapped for a nickel back against spread offenses. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Austin Allen, So. 
Alex Collins, Jr. 
Tyler Colquitt, Fr. 
Drew Morgan, Jr. 
Cody Hollister, Jr. 
Jeremy Sprinkle, Jr. 
Johnny Gibson, Fr. 
Josh Allen, Fr. 
Frank Ragnow, So, 
Jalen Merrick, Fr. 
Brian Wallace, Fr. 
Cole Hedlund, Fr. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Jeremiah Ledbetter, Jr. 
Hjalte Froholdt, Fr. 
Bijohn Jackson, So. 
Deatrich Wise Jr,, Jr. 
Dwayne Eugene, So. 
Josh Harris, Fr. 

Matt Reynolds, So. 


CB Jared Collins* Jr. 

CBD. Dean Jr. 

SS Rohan Gaines* 

FS Josh Liddell 

P Toby Baker Jt. 
*Returning Starter in Bold 


doubling as a Razorbacks track sprinter, can 
provide some fast answers. 


DEFENSE 


Under first-year coordinator Robb Smith, 
the 2014 defense transformed from rags to 
riches. 

An Arkansas defense that was subpar 
in the SEC even during the Bobby Petrino 
golden years of 2010 and 2011 was clear- 
ly unable to stem the tide — or the Tide 
— when everything crashed in 2012 and 
2013. Alabama romped 52-0 in both years. 

The improved 2014 defense, however, 
carried Arkansas to a 7-6 season with un- 
precedented consecutive SEC shutouts, 
17-0 and 30-0, over LSU and Ole Miss. The 
Hogs held Texas to a touchdown in the 
Advocare Texas Bowl and finished 12th na- 
tionally in rushing defense. 

Alabama, with Heisman Trophy finalist 
receiver Amari Cooper stifled to just two 
catches for 22 yards and star running back 
TJ. Yeldon held to 45 yards rushing, need- 


Becoming one of the nation’s best. 
Experienced and solid. 

Sr. — Secondary’s oldest hand pushed by most exciting redshirt frosh. Santos Ramirez, Fr. 
So. Came on big-time late in 2014. 
Last year's backup will be challenged by freshman phenom. Blake Johnson, Fr. 


Henre’ Toliver, So. 
Henre’ Toliver, So. 


DeAndre Coley, So, 


ed to block a PAT to escape an upset, edging 
Arkansas, 14-13. 

The defensive turnaround would bode big 
in 2015, except that so many key parts — 
such as linebacker Martrell Spaight, defen- 
sive end Trey Flowers, tackle Darius Philon, 
safety Alan Turner and nickel back Tevin 
Mitchel — are now auditioning in the NFL. 

Then again, other than Flowers, the oth- 
ers had done little in 2013 to show they 
would star in 2014. So the Arkansas’ hope 
is that several other players are approach- 
ing stardom, and one of those might be 
two-year starting middle linebacker Brooks 
Ellis. He moved in the spring to Spaight’s 
play-making weakside ‘backer spot and ex- 
celled in that position, while sophomore 
Khalia Hackett emerged in the middle. 

Josh Harris, the 5-10 walk-on backup 
middle linebacker who plays so much tall- 
er than his height, was among the bigger 
stories of the Arkansas spring, while junior 
Josh Williams and sophomore Dwayne Eu- 
gene have variously experienced all three 


OL EE EE 
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NDS Rank: No. 3 RB in 2016 class 


He runs light for his build with the body strength to run through arm tackles, lowering his 
pads and driving his legs to pick up tough yards. Williams has a bad habit of running 
upright, but he has shifty feet and the clean lateral burst to juke and quickly regain his 
momentum. He enters the season as one of the top senior running backs on the NFL radar. 


NDS Rank: No. 6 RB in 2017 class 


He reminds some scouts of Isaiah Crowell when he was at Georgia, with the explosive lower 
body to slash through defenses, running low to the ground with balance to pick up yards 
after contact. With only three catches last year, he needs to become more versatile on 


offense, but the natural talent is promising. 


NDS Rank: No, 2 TE in 2017 class 


Highly recruited out of high school, the Little Rock product is a well-rounded tight end, 
showing the athleticism needed to be a mismatch in coverage, but also the toughness and 
point-of-attack strength to block in-line. Henry is extremely competitive at the catch point 
and shows a lot of the traits NFL scouts seek for the next level. 


linebacker spots. 

Eugene ended spring as the backup to Ellis 
on the weakside, while Williams is the start- 
ing strongside linebacker, unless Smith swaps 
that linebacker spot to plug in a nickel, espe- 
cially against spread formation teams. 

Veteran linemen abound with Taiwan 
Johnson, Bijohn Jackson, DeMarcus Hodge, 
JaMichael Winston, Tevin Beanum, Deat- 
tich Wise and Brandon Lewis, plus a pair 
of early-enrolled newcomers — freshman 
Hjalte Froholdt and junior-college-transfer 
Jeremiah Ledbetter. 

Even minus Turner and Mitchel, the sec- 
ondary overall should improve, given the 
experience that cornerbacks D.J. Dean, Jared 
Collins, Henre Toliver and Kevin Richardson 
have gained. Toliver and Richardson now 
are more nickels than corners, however. 

Sophomore Josh Liddell started at safety 
in the bowl game, replacing Rohan Gaines, 
who is now back entrenched at strong 
safety. Liddell is starting at Turner’s old 
free safety spot. Santos Ramirez, capable 


— Dane Brugler, NFLDraftScout.com 


at either safety or corner, was the most 
discussed redshirted freshman during last 
December's bowl practices. 


Arkansas signed an incoming freshman 
phenom punter, Blake Johnson from Los 
Alamitos, Calif., to replace graduated two- 
year punter Sam Irwin-Hill. There’s no 
guarantee Johnson wins the job, however. 

Arkansas signed freshman phenom 
place-kicker Cole Hedlund last year to re- 
place four-year kicker Zach Hocker, but two 
walk-ons beat him out. The ultimate win- 
ner, Adam McFain, wasn’t among the origi- 
nal 105 who reported before classes. 

Hedlund benefitted from redshirting last 
year. He kicked well in the spring, as did 
McFain and walk-on Lane Saling. It’s wide 
open into the August preseason. The same 
for the punting job between Johnson and 
2014 walk-on backup Toby Baker. 

Jared Cornelius awoke Arkansas’ dor- 
mant punt return game, popping 35-yard 


and 27-yarders in the final games against 
Missouri and Texas. 


A non-conference schedule, all at home 
— UTEP, Toledo, Texas Tech and Tennessee- 
Martin — isn’t completely Cupcake City. 
It’s not Murderer’s Row, either. 

So the Razorbacks ought to start 3-0 before 
their neutral-site SEC opener against Texas 
A&M at the Dallas Cowboys’ AT&T Stadium. 
And they should have a Halloween treat with 
Tennessee-Martin for homecoming. 

Their eight SEC games are up for grabs. 

Nothing comes easy, as Arkansas adds 
up-and-coming Tennessee and Missouri 
from the East. And there is certainly no re- 
lief in sight for any game in the SEC West. 
Only Auburn, Mississippi State and Mis- 
souri come to Fayetteville. 

Arkansas should be significantly im- 
proved on the field over last year, but sig- 
nificantly improving a 7-6 record is the 
challenge, given the schedule. 

— Nate Allen 
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NOTEBOOK 


hile 1,000-yard running backs Jonathan 
Wes and Alex Collins were withheld 

from the annual Red-White intrasquad 
game to avoid closing spring practice with injuries, 
250-pound fifth-year senior fullback/spare tailback 
Kody Walker carried 26 times for 174 yards and 
three touchdowns. 

For the entire 2014 season, Walker rushed 31 
times for 149 yards. 

“I'm not going to lie to you, man, |'m tired,” 
Walker said after the spring game. “That's the most 
| have run since high school.” 

e Junior defensive end JaMichael Winston, 
coming off his three sacks for minus-13 yards in 
the Red-White game, looks to be among the 2015 
leaders picking up the slack for the combined 27 
tackles-for-loss by departed defensive end Trey 
Flowers and tackle Darius Philon. 

“He has taken his game to another level this 
spring just because he kind of emerged out of the 
shadows of Trey and Darius a little bit,” coach Bret 
Bielema said. “| think Mike can be a special player 
for us.” 

* Senior starting quarterback Brandon Allen 
completed 17 of 21 passes for 174 yards and three 
touchdowns against the second-team defense in 
the spring game. That accuracy reflected his entire 
body of work for the 15 spring practices, Bielema 
said. 

Most notable, Bielema said, was Allen’s zero 
turnovers in the game. 

“He never threw a pick the entire spring,” 
Bielema said. “I thought that was pretty impres- 
sive.” 

Arkansas’ best defensive offseason move — 
switching Brooks Ellis from the middle to the weak 
side — could not have been made unless someone 
manned-up to replace Ellis in the middle. Khalia 
Hackett, practicing here and there at all three line- 
backer spots as a 2014 freshman while lettering on 
special teams, definitely manned-up in the middle 
when Ellis moved outside in the spring. 

“He is doing a great job over there.” Ellis said. 
“Being next to him and him improving gets a little 
pressure off me as well.” 


OPPOSING COACHES VIEW 


¢ On the style: “Arkansas did a really nice job last 
year, especially the second-half stretch, playing 
Bielema-style ball with the run game and defense with 
lower-half-of-the-league talent. They do what they do 
the way they do it, and they give people a lot of head- 
aches in the process. It's a power run game. It’s what 
Alabama and LSU used to be, or close to it. Probably 
the biggest difference is, LSU and Alabama had first- 
round draft picks at receiver. I'm not sure that’s the 
case at Arkansas.” 

© On the offense: “Bielema has conviction in what 
he’s doing and how he’s doing it. He has a really tal- 
ented tight end. They don’t have a great quarterback, 
but they have two talented running backs and a big 
offensive line. They do a tremendous job of staying 
true to who they are.” 
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RAZORBACKS SPRING ROSTER 


Quarterbacks Pos. Ht Wt. Yr. Hometown Defensive Linemen Pos. Ht Wt Yr. Hometown 
8 Austin Allen 08 6-1 200 So. Fayetteville 97 Tevin Beanum DL 64 271 So. Forrest City 
10 Brandon Allen QB 63 210 Sr. Fayetteville 69 Cordale Boyd DL 63 287 Jr, Memphis, TN 
16 _ Troy Allison OB 61 180 Fr McGregor, TX 53 Anthony Brown DL_ 6-3 262 So._ Miami, FL 
9 _ Rafe Peavey QB 62 203 Fr. Bolivar, MO 98 DaytrieonDean ODL 6-3 256 Fr. Fort Smith 
5 _Ty Storey 08 63 211 Fr. Charleston gj _Hjalte Froholdt = DL_ «6-5 311 FF. Svendborg 
Running Backs Pos. HL Wt Yr. Hometown 95 Jake Hall DL 65 261 Fr Springdale 
3. Alex Collins RB 5-11 224 Jr. Fort Lauderdale,FL_ 3 DeMarcus Hodge DL 6-1 340 SF. Monroe, LA 
39 Juan Day RB G1 212 Fr. North Little Rock 73 Biihon Jackson DL 62 324 So. El Dorado 
35 Conner Dayton_RB_5-11_160___ So, Pittsburg, KS_ 4 Taiwan Johnson DL 6-2 273 dt. Manvel, TX 
oS Houston, TX 55 Jeremiah Ledbetter DL 6-3 275 Jt Orlando, FL 
St Connor McPherson’: RB_5:7_207__ So, Tha Weodlends, 1X" ca pando Lowi DL. 4) 273. uke Memphis, TN 
paws waters = =n = = i 89 Mitchell Loewen DL 6-5 276 St Lahaina, Hl 
i = ae Goes ee 90 Ke'TyrusMarks DL 6-2 308 So, West Palm Beach, FL 
38 Kohl Slaughter FB 6-2 220 So, Webb City, MO = ees 3 # = Siaiae 
47 John Tyson FR 5-10 216 Fr. El Dorado : 
24 Kody Walker FB G2 250 Sr. Jefferson City, mo. «© _@Michael Winston DL_6-4 272 _ Jr. Pritchard, AL 
Wide Receivers Pos. Ht Wt Yr. Hometown Deatrich Wise Jr. DL_ 6-5 271 J Carroliton, TX 
19 Anthony Antwine WR 6-4 223 So Plano, TX Linebackers Pos. Ht Wk Yr. Hometown 
86 Malik Broughton WR 6-4 200 So. Warmer Robins,GA 5!_Brooks Ellis = = == + —" 
18 Cameron Colbert WR 6-1 205 Fr. Little Rock -35_Dwayne Eugene sts Ie Marrero, 
1 Jared Comelius WR 5-11 195 So. Shreveport, LA 27 KhaliaHackett _-L8 6-2 232 So. _ Douglasville, GA 
4 Keon Hatcher WR 62 210 Sr. Owasso,0K  41_Josh Harris 1B 5-10 223 Fr Pine Bluff 
14. Eric Hawkins WR 5-11 180 Jr. Longview,1X 11 RandyRamsey LB 6-4 220 So, Fort Lauderdale, FL 
81 Cody Hollister WR 6-8 207 Jr. Bend,OR 40 MattReynolds 18 6-1 212 So. McKinney, TX 
7 Damon Mitchell WR 62 211 So. EggHarborCity,NJ © 57 Nicholas Thomas-Smith LB 5-10 232 Jr. Chesterfield, MO 
80 Drew Morgan WR 6-0 192 Jr. Greenwood —21_ Josh Williams LB 6-1 243 Jr. _ Fort Lauderdale, FL 
17 Jojo Robinson WR 5-11 190 Fr. Miami, FL Defensive Backs Pos, HL Wt Yr. Hometown 
82 Luke Rossi WR 5-11 207 Fr, Edmond,OK 20 De'AndreColey DB 6-1 202 So. Miami, FL 
29 ChrisSaunders = WR 5-11 193 Jr. Dallas, TX 29° Jared Collins DB 5-11 172 Jr. Tulsa, OK 
85 Dominic Todarello WR 5-11 194 _ So. Hartland, Wi 2D, Dean DB 5-11 200 Jr. Newton, TX 
Tight Ends Pos. Ht Wt Yr. Hometown 25 Matt Dodson DB 5-10 201 So. Mckinney, TX 
11_Will Gragg Te 64 255 Fr, Dumas 4g Comelius Floyd DB 6-1 175 So, Miami, FL 
84 Hunter Henry TE 65 250 Jt. Little Rock 38 Evan Forte DB 62 181 Fr Little Rock 
38 Jack Kroes Te 65 2M fe Bentonville, =o Joeh Liddell DB 6-1 209 So, Pine Bluff 
Seay SENOS SES Ee White Hall 94 Ryder Lucas «DB 6-0 203 Ft. The Woodlands, TX 
13 baryon Noten) _ 6 _ 61208. _ 
fensive Linemen ‘os. HL Wt t lometown 9 Santos Ramirez DB 62 202 Fr Shreveport, LA 
At) pf sek Jacksonville, FL_ 3° Kevin Richardson DB 6-0 165 So Jacksonville 
Austin OL 6-7 ; Nowata, - 
= OL 64 = = ox 31_Scotty Thurman OB 5-11 201 dr. Pine Bluff 
eran meas ar = Dumas >_Henre!Toliver DB 6-1 186 So. Marrero, LA 
71) asked baa = 0L 7 Cae = Bentonville 28_Rohan Gaines S 5-11 195 Sr, Bainbridge, GA 
SS DewerKikind OL 65 303 ce Miami, FL 22_Reld Miller S 59 193 Fr — Hollidaysburg, PA 
54 Reeve Koehler OL 63 340 So. ola Specialists Pos. Ht Wk Yr. Hometown 
61 Matt Kolb OL 64 306 Jr Little Rock .--37_Toby Baker P 63 202 Jr Memphis, TN 
79 Jalen Merrick OL 65 335 Fe Oak Hill, FL 90 Austin McGehee P 61 203 Fr. Pine Bluff 
72 FrankRagnow OL 6-5 311 So. _ Chanhassen,MN © 22 _Cole Hedlund K 5-40 170 = Argyle, 1% 
75. Zach Rogers OL 6-1 312 FF. Carrollton, Tx 48_ Adam McFain K_ 6-0 180 Jr Greenwood 
70 Dan Skipper OL 6-10 307 Jr. Arvada, CO 42 Lane Saling K 5-8 165 So. Owasso, OK 
65 MitchSmothers OL 6-3 315 Sr. Springdale © 52 RobertDecker LS 6-0 267 So. Greenwich, CT 
73 Sebastian Tretola OL 6-5 322 Sr. SanBermardino,CA 56 Matt Emrich 1S 6-3 193 Jr. El Dorado 
60 Brian Wallace O 66 316 Fr. Florissant,MO 32 Drew Gorton tS 6-0 208 Sr. Fayetteville 


DEF. LEADERS 


Tackles: M. Spaight 128, B. Ellis 72, T. Flowers 68 
Tackles for loss: T. Flowers 15.5, D. Philon 11.5, M. Spaight 10.5 
Sacks: T, Flowers 6, D. Philon 4.5, T. Johnson 4.5 
Interceptions: B. Ellis 2, D.J. Dean 2, T. Mitchel 2, H. Toliver 2 
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RECRUITING 2015 


Dominique Reed 

The 6-4, 185-pound Reed gives Arkansas a taller receiver with 
good speed who can make a serious impact in the passing 
game right away. Reed, from Camden (Ark.) Fairview via 
Coffeyville (Kan.) Community College, picked the Razorbacks 
over Texas during the recruiting cycle and is the type of talent 
who can come in and earn a starting job very quickly, if not by 
the season opener. 


Jeremiah Ledbetter 

The reports out of Arkansas’ spring practice were that nobody 
could block Ledbetter, a defensive tackle from Hutchinson 
(Kan.) Community College. The 6-3, 281-pounder was the 
nation’s No. 2 JC defensive tackle prospect in the 2015 

class per 247Sports Composite rankings and so far, has lived 
up to his billing and more in Fayetteville. 


Will Gragg 

Gragg, a tight end, has outstanding ball skills and can be used 
right away to help the Arkansas passing game. The 6-4, 
245-pounder enrolled early and went through spring practice, 
’ so that's an advantage when you are talking about him seeing 
the field as a true freshman. Hunter Henry is one of the best 
tight ends in the country, but you can always use another. 


Pos. HL WL Stars Hometown 


dJamario Bell SDE 66 25 OO O06 Junction City 

Ranked as the nation’s No. 220 prospect overall, No. 13 strongside defensive end and No. 4 
prospect in Arkansas according to the 247Sports Composite... Had.76 tackles, 12 tackles for 
loss, seven sacks and one fumble recovery as a senior. 

Austin Cantrell TE 64 249 OOO _ Roland, 0K Roland 
Ranked as the nation’s No, 17 tight end and No. 7 prospect in Oklahoma according to the 
247Sports Composite...Caught 14 passes for 270 yards and one touchdown and rushed for 
600 yards and nine scores as a senior. 

Nate Dalton 62 185 OOO Houston, TX Cypress Falls 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 89 cornerback and No. 124 prospect in Texas according to the 
247Sports Composite. ..First-team all-district,..Had four interceptions as a senior. 

Daytrieon Dean OT 62 20 OOO  FonSmith Northside 
Enrolled in January,..Ranked as the nation’s No. 45 defensive tackle and No, 9 prospect in 
Arkansas according to the 247Sports Composite... Had 73 tackles, nine tackles for loss, two 
sacks and one fumble recovery as a senior. 

Hjalte Froholdt OT 6-4 28 OOOO Warren, 0H Warren 6 Harding 
Enrolled in January...Ranked as the nation's No. 143 prospect overall, No. 15 defensive 
tackle and No. 22 prospect in Florida according to the 247Sports Composite...Had 55 tack- 
les, 12 tackles for loss and 10 sacks as a senior. 

Will Gragg TE 64 24 OO0O6 Dumas Dumas 
Enrolled in January. ..Ranked as the nation’s No. 205 prospect overall, No. 8 tight end and 
No. 3 prospect in Arkansas according to the 247Sports Composite... Caught 42 passes for 


452 yards and two touchdowns as a senior. 


Derrick Graham OB 64 28 OOO Wauchula, FL Hardee 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 65 outside linebacker and No. 137 prospect in Florida according 
to the 247Sports Composite...Selected to South-Central Florida All-Star Football Classic, 

Dre Greenlaw $ 61 220 O00 _ Fayetteville Fayetteville 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 59 safety and No, 11 prospect in Arkansas according to the 
247Sports Composite... Had 119 tackles, four tackles for loss, four interceptions, 10 pass 
breakups and two fumble recoveries as a senior...Helped lead team to state championship 


oO 66 21 ooo Conway Conway 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 65 offensive tackle and No. 7 prospect in Arkansas according to 
the 247Sports Composite...£arned all-state honors...Also participated in basketball and 


WB OI 606 Haynesville, LA Haynesville 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 46 inside linebacker and No. 56 prospect in Louisiana according 
to the 247Sports Composite...Had 118 tackles, 24 tackles for loss, two sacks and two 
interceptions as a senior... Originally committed to Arizona. 
Blake Johnson P 61 19 ©O@O _ LosAlamitos, CA Los Alamitos 
U.S. Army All-American... Ranked as the nation's No. 6 punter and No. 205 prospect in 
California according to the 247Sports Composite...Had a 37.1-yard average on 28 punts 
with a long of 63 yards as a senior. 
Jeremiah Ledbetter OT 63 281 GOOC Hutchinson, KS Hutchinson 6.0. 
Enrolled in January... Ranked as the nation's No. 18 junior college prospect according to the 
247Sports Composite...Finished junior college career with 144 tackles and 22.5 sacks. 


T.J. Smith 

Sometimes you can get good defensive line talent late in a 
recruiting cycle out of south Georgia and that’s exactly what 
Arkansas did in landing T.J. Smith from Moultrie County, swip- 
ing him from conference foe Vanderbilt late. The 6-3, 250- 
pound Smith has the chance to be an excellent defensive end 
for the Razorbacks in time. 


Arkansas will look to reload at running back this cycle as Alex Collins and Jonathan 
Williams’ time is coming to a close in Fayetteville. Also, the Razorbacks need linemen, 
on both sides of the ball, and linebackers. 
— By JC Shurburtt 
247Sports 


Commitiments 


2azsronr= COMPOSITE 
0 7 16 0 


Average Stars 


Tolal Stars 76 
National Rank: 23 SEC; 11 


Hometown School 


Jalen Merrick 0G 65 28 GOO NewSmymaBeach, FL New Smyma Beach 
Enrolled in January... Ranked as the nation’s No. 243 prospect overall, No. 15 offensive 
guard and No. 33 prospect in Florida according to the 247Sports Composite. ..Named to the 


Tt 64 6oOo°o Fayetteville Fayetteville 
Semper Fidelis All-American...Ranked as the nation’s No. 198 prospect overall, No, 6 tight 
end and No. 2 prospect in Arkansas according to the 247Sports Composite... Caught 41 
passes for 766 yards and 11 touchdowns as a senior. 
LaMichael Pettway ATH 63 200 O00 Nashville Nashville 
Ranked as the nation's No. 45 athlete and No. 8 prospect in Arkansas according to the 
247Sports Composite... Caught 54 passes for 913 yards and 18 touchdowns as a senior... 
Also played defensive back and recorded 45 tackles and eight interceptions, 
Ryan Pulley CB 61 1909 OOO Cape Coral, FL Island Coast 
Ranked as the nation's No. 118 cornerback and No. 118 prospect in Florida according to the 
247Sports Composite... Saw action on both sides of ball as a senior, recording 29 total 
tackles, two interceptions and 16 pass breakups, while catching in 25 passes for 410 yards 
and seven touchdowns. 
Dominique Reed WR 64 185 O00 Coffeyville, KS Coffeyville 6.0, 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 56 junior college prospect according to the 247Sports Composite... 
Earned first team All-Jayhawk Conference honors and was named team MVP... Led the team 
in receptions (61), receiving yards (1,157) and receiving touchdowns (18). 
Zach Rogers 06 62 27 OOO Carrollton, TX 
Enrolled in January... Ranked as the nation’s No. 370 prospect overall, No. 26 offensive 


guard and No. 50 prospect in Texas according to the 247Sports Composite...Chose the 
Razorbacks over Baylor, Oklahoma, Texas Tech and others. 


Td, Smith SDE 63 20 O00 Moultrie, 6A Colquitt County 
Ranked as the nation's No. 66 strong-side defensive end and No. 149 prospect in Georgia 
according to the 247Sports Composite... Recorded 46 total tackles, 17 quarterback hurries, 
15 tackles for loss and four sacks as a senior... Earned all-state, all-conference and all- 


WR 61 165 OOO Hanly Highland 
Ranked as the nation's No. 92 wide receiver and No. 10 prospect in Arkansas according to 
the 247Sports Composite... Had 49 receptions for 1,005 yards and 11 touchdowns as a 
senior. 
Ty Storey QB 63 2146 G@OOO Charleston Charleston 
Enrolled in January... Ranked as the nation's No. 224 prospect overall, No. 10 pro-style 
quarterback and No. 5 prospect in Arkansas according to the 247Sports Composite... Passed 
for 12,856 yards and 154 touchdowns in his career and finished with 29 consecutive wins. 

CB 6 174 OOO Spring, TX Spring HS 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 140 cornerback and No. 180 prospect in Texas according to the 
247Sports Composite... Had 86 tackles, three tackles for loss, two forced fumbles and four 
interceptions as a senior. 
Rawleigh Willams ill RB 510 15 Ooo Dallas, TX Bishop Lynch 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 44 running back and No. 70 prospect in Texas according to the 
247Sports Composite...Rushed for 2,814 yards and 37 touchdowns and caught 15 passes 
for 198 yards and five scores as a senior. 
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? The Razorbacks have 

: more heralded players 
? at their positions than 
? this fifth-senior senior, 
? but none is more valu- 
: able to the team, coach 
; Bret Bielema says. “There is 

: no other quarterback here that is in his ball 

: park,” Bielema said. “He needs to press him- 
self to be the best in the SEC because he's 

? capable of doing that.” ... Had 20 touchdown 

: passes and only five interceptions last season 
: ... Had season-high 296 yards, with three TDs, 
vs. Georgia. 


onathan Williams remains the best Ar- 

kansas Razorbacks running back that 

Dan Enos and Jemal Singleton never 
coached. 

New offensive coordinator Enos and new 
running backs coach Singleton coached 
Williams in drills, but never a scrimmage 
this spring. 

Before coach Bret Bielema hired Enos 
and Singleton last winter, Williams had 
211 carries for 1,190 yards and was sec- 
ond-team AII-SEC as a junior before he 
submitted his name for NFL Draft consid- 
eration. 

Believing he could improve his stock 
above third-round projections and know- 
ing he would complete his communica- 
tions degree in December — and wanting 
to remain part of a program he asserts “will 
explode” off a 7-6 season — Williams re- 
turned for his senior year. 

In return for that return, Bielema re- 
duced Williams’ injury risk, withholding 
the senior from all spring scrimmages. 

The new assistants fulfilled Bielema’s old 
deal. 

“Scrimmages, obviously you would 
love to have your guys out there,” Single- 
ton said. “It’s the most game-like situa- 
tion you can get in. But we have to un- 
derstand he has been in plenty of those. 
As coaches you just have to be smart with 
your personnel.” 

Smart enough, Singleton acknowledged, 
to not lose an All-SEC senior 1,000-yard 
rushing, pro prospect to major injury in 
the spring. 

Amen, says Enos. 

“He is one of those guys that you look 
at and say, ‘I wish we had 105 like him,’” 
Enos said. “He does things right on the 
field. He does things right off the field. He 
is extremely smart. He is extremely tough. 
He is very gifted and his character matches 
his talent. I am looking forward to watch- 
ing him live.” 

Williams can’t wait to play live for Enos’ 
offense. He considers it the best of both 
worlds. He was a Bobby Petrino recruit noted 
as a pass-catching back as a freshman for the 
offense that Paul Petrino coordinated for 
John L. Smith. In the past two years, though, 


throw his 224-pound weight around. 


eee 


. 


eeeeesees 


BEST AND BRIGHTEST 


: LB BROOKS ELLIS 
: The local boy from 
: Fayetteville emerged from 
ia forced-to-play-too- 
' : soon freshman middle 

: linebacker in 2013 to a 
? guy who made 72 tack- 
: les, two interceptions, five 
: pass break-ups and two fumble recoveries 
: in 2014. ... He could vie for some sort of All- 
: SEC honors as he fills the play-making shoes 


at weakside linebacker, vacated by 2014 SEC 
leading tackler Martrell Spaight. ... The local 


: kid missed two games last season due to 
? injury. 
Williams was ordered by Bielema and staff to : 


Enos, still emphasizing power, has ex- : 


tensively reintroduced the passes to the 


son is still his 208 yards in 2012. 

“After my sophomore and junior year 
everybody feels that I am a big, power 
back,” Williams said. “But my freshman 
year everybody was wondering if I could 
be a power back because I was just a catch- 


ing back. Everybody tries to make me as ; 


one or the other, but I feel like I can do 
either one, I feel like I am a complete run- 
ning back.” 

His new coaches agree completely. 


: WR DOMINIQUE REED 


running back. Williams’ best receiving sea- : 
: The transfer from Coffeyville 


(Kan.) Community 
College was expressly 
recruited for the deep- 
threat speed Arkansas 
lacks. “He was the No. 1 
guy on our board for a rea- 
son,” coach Bret Bielema said. “We really felt 
he was the one guy that could stretch the 


: field for us vertically.” ... Was a four-star JC 


: recruit, according to 247Sports, which had 


him 28th overall in the junior college ranks. ... 
Had 18 TD catches last season. 
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Top Events Near You 


Alabama Football ~ Tuscaloosa, AL 


Auburn Football — Auburn, AL 


Chris Fowler 


LSU Football - Baton Rouge, LA af ty : 
e a. ESPN Broadcaster 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Rhett Lashlee 


AUBURN 


TIGERS 


For more coverage of the Tigers, visit auburn.247Sports.com 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Will Muschamp 


STADIUM: Jordan-Hare Stadium: 87,451 


WILL BOOM + BOOM = TITLE FOR TIGERS? 


ast season proved to be a tale of two 
| ms for Auburn. After Gus Malzahn’s 

team opened with five straight wins — 
which included a road win at Kansas State 
and a dominating home performance against 
LSU — and climbed to No. 2 in the polls, the 
Tigers went 3-5 down the stretch. 

The offense was once again prolific. Au- 
burn led the SEC in rushing for a second con- 
secutive season (255.5 yards per game) and 
averaged 36.2 points. But the Tigers’ inabil- 
ity to slow opponents eventually led to the 
team’s downwardspiral and coordinator Ellis 
Johnson's departure after two seasons. 

But for every action there is a reaction. 
And the reaction following Johnson’s dis- 
missal was Malzahn hiring former Florida 
head coach Will Muschamp, widely regarded 
as one of the top defensive gurus in college 
football. In just one spring practice, Mus- 
champ, aka “Boom,” has brought passion, 
energy and direction to a defensive unit that 
has the pieces to be a lot better than it was a 
year ago. 

“It’s been amazing having him out there 
bringing the same attitude every day,” se- 
nior linebacker Kris Frost said. “We’ve made 
strides since the first practice. The guys are 
really starting to mold together. And what we 
expect from each other is a lot greater. He's 
teaching us accountability and we are de- 
manding accountability.” 

Said junior defensive tackle Montravius 
Adams: “I feel like everyone on the defense 
has transitioned well to what they (defensive 
coaches) want us to do, I also feel like every- 
one will be able to tell that this will be a new 
Auburn defense.” 

Former Auburn star and ace recruiter 
Travaris Robinson was a package deal with 
Muschamp. He’ll coach the secondary. 
Lance Thompson, also known as a star 
recruiter, will coach the linebackers. All 
three, in addition to defensive line coach 
Rodney Garner, should combine to give the 
Tigers one of their best defensive staffs in 
years, maybe ever. 

“It’s been a lot tougher moving the ball 
(on the defense),” quarterback Jeremy John- 
son said. 

“Coach Muschamp brings a lot of energy 


and enthusiasm to the team. And he brings 
a lot of crazy blitzes, which have beaten our 
protection schemes a lot. It’s been tough this 
spring ... and that’s a good thing.” 

For the past two seasons, Auburn has had 
the offense to win championships. Now the 
defense is in the hands of Muschamp. And 
Tiger fans are amped to see the results. 


OFFENSE 


After backing up Nick Marshall for the past 
two seasons, the time has arrived for Jeremy 
Johnson to take center stage as Auburn’s 
starting quarterback and team leader. 

Johnson has all the tools to be one of the 
SEC's best signal-callers. He’s a big (6-5, 230 
pounds), strong-armed, accurate passer who 
delivers a nice ball and exhibits great poise in 
the pocket. Johnson, who ran a 4.53 40 this 
spring, also has the speed and running abil- 
ity to keep defenses honest — an important 
element to the Malzahn/Lashlee offensive 
philosophy. 

“I'm ready for it. It’s been like that even 
when I wasn’t the starting quarterback,” 
Johnson said. “You’ve got to handle yourself 
in a different fashion than everyone else. I 
carry myself well, I feel like.” 

Junior Jovon Robinson and sophomores 
Roc Thomas and Peyton Barber will all vie for 
carries in Auburn’s dynamic running game 
this fall. Robinson, the former junior college 
Player of the Year, will combine with Barber 
to give the Tigers’ two backs that can push 
the pile and wear down defenses. Thomas is 
more of a quick-twitch, home-run threat who 
possesses a dazzling spin move. 

Although Sammie Coates’ ability to 
stretch the field will be missed, the Tigers 
don’t have a shortage of talent — or size — 
at receiver. D’haquille Williams, who has a 
knack for making the circus catch, will en- 
ter the season as the team’s top wideout, but 
fellow senior Ricardo Louis really came on at 
the end of last season and could be in line for 
a monster year. He’s a jack-of-all-trades who 
helps the team as a receiver, ball carrier and 
blocker. 

Tony Stevens, who had a great spring 
before injuring his foot, Melvin Ray, Myron 
Burton and Jaylon Denson are all targets who 


SCHEDULE 


Date Opponent "14 Record 


Sept. 5 vs. Louisville (Atlanta) 9-4 
Sept. 12 JACKSONVILLE STATE 10-2 
Sept. 19 at LSU 8-5 
Sept. 26 MISSISSIPPI STATE 10-3 


Oct. 3 SAN JOSE STATE 3-9 
Oct. 15 at Kentucky 5-7 
Oct. 24 at Arkansas 7-6 
Oct. 31 OLE MISS 9-4 
Nov. 7 at Texas A&M 8-5 
Nov. 14 GEORGIA 10-3 
Nov. 21 IDAHO 1-10 
Nov. 28 ALABAMA 12-2 


RESULTS 


W ARKANSAS 45-21 
W SAN JOSE STATE 59-13 
W at Kansas State 20-14 
W LOUISIANA TECH 45-17— 
WwW LSU 41-7 
L at Mississippi State 23-38 
W SOUTH CAROLINA 42-35 
WwW at Ole Miss 35-31 
L TEXAS A&M 38-41 
L at Georgia 7-34 
W SAMFORD 31-7 
L at Alabama 44-55. 
Outback Bowl 
L vs. Wisconsin (OT) 31-34 


10-YEAR 
WINNING TREND 
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AT A GLANCE § 


Auburn, Ala. 
8-5, 4-4 SEC (T-4th, West) 


Gus Malzahn — At Auburn: 20-7, 
2 years; overall: 29-10, 3 years 


14: 5 offense; 7 defense, kicker, punter 


QB Jeremy Johnson, RB Roc Thomas, 
RB Jovon Robinson, WR Duke Williams, 
WR Ricardo Louis, LT Shon Coleman, 
DE Carl Lawson, DT Montravius Adams, 
CB Jonathan Jones, S Tray Matthews 


With Johnson at QB, a talented three- 
man tailback rotation and a veteran 
receiving corps, which features Williams 
and Louis, Auburn should score in 
bunches again. The offensive line is tal- 
ented and experienced. With the return 
of Lawson and the addition of 
Muschamp and Matthews, Auburn's 
defense should be much improved. 

The kicking game is solid. 


The Tigers once again play an extremely 
tough schedule. Inexperienced depth at 
the offensive tackle spots, quarterback, 
defensive tackle and in the secondary 
could be an issue playing in a physical 
conference. Youth at H-back. There’s not 
much size at cornerback in a league full 
of big wideouts. 


QB Nick Marshall, RB Cameron 
Artis-Payne, WR Sammie Coates, 

TE C.J. Uzomah, C Reese Dismukes, 
CB Jonathon Mincy 


Running the football will 
always be a staple under Malzahn, but 
having a strong, accurate passer like 
Johnson should allow the offense to be 
more unpredictable — and tougher to 
defend. If Auburn’s defense, which 
returns a healthy Lawson — in addition 
to a number of veterans — and adds 
a number of talented recruits in the fall, 
improves quickly, Auburn will contend 
for the SEC West title. 


Auburn is 14-2 in the past two sea- 
sons when it scores 35 points or more. 
The two losses were to Texas A&M and 
Alabama last year. 


AUBURN 


CASSANOVA McKINZY 


stand 6-2 or taller. Marcus Davis, Stanton 
Truitt and Jason Smith will see action in the 
slot. 

With no Jay Prosch around last season, 
the Tigers weren’t as strong at H-back, 
which ultimately hurt the team’s offense at 
times, particularly in short-yardage. 

But the Auburn coaching staff likes what 
they have in redshirt freshman Kamryn 
Pettway and true freshman Chandler Cox. 
Both are athletic, powerfully built players 
who can catch, but they will be used pri- 
marily as blockers. 

Up front, the Tigers should benefit tre- 
mendously from the return of former Fresh- 
man All-American Alex Kozan, who missed 
all of last season with a back injury. Kozan 
is a mauler in the run game who should 
combine with starting tackles Shon Cole- 
man and Avery Young and Ole Miss trans- 
fer Austin Golson (center) to give the Ti- 
gers an outstanding offensive line. Braden 
Smith, a 6-6, 286-pound monster, settled in 
nicely at right guard and performed well in 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 

QB Jeremy Johnson Jr. Physical freak has all the tools to be a great one. Sean White, Fr. 

RB —_Jovon Robinson Jr. Ina battle with Roc, Peyton Barber for starting job. Roc Thomas, So. 

HB —-Kamryn Pettway Fr. Pairs with Cox to give AU talented young H-back combo. Chandler Cox, Fr. 

WR Duke Williams* Sr. Big, strong, acrobatic wideout with terrific hands. Tony Stevens, Jr. 

WR Marcus Davis Jr. Shifty wideout with good hands makes plays in slot. Melvin Ray, Sr.* 

WR Ricardo Louis Sr. Talented player may be on verge of stardom. Physical. Myron Burton Jr., Fr. 

LT Shon Coleman* Jr. Has the talent to play on next level; play could elevate. Robert Leff, Jr. 

LG Alex Kozan Je. Was limited in spring after missing last year; big-time road grader. Devonte Danzey, Sr.* 

C Austin Golson Jr Lettered at Ole Miss before transferring to Auburn, Smart. Xavier Dampeer, Sr. 

RG —_ Braden Smith So. Has all the tools to be an impact player. Massive. Deon Mix, So. 

RT Avery Young* Jr. Finally settled in at right tackle; expect a solid season. Bailey Sharp, Fr. 

PK _ Daniel Carlson* So. Nailed 18 of 24 field goals with a long of 51 yards. Kevin Phillips, Jr. 
*Returning Starter in Bold 

POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


DE —DaVonte Lambert Sr. 


Versatile defender who can rush the passer. 


Andrew Williams, Fr. 


DT  MontraviusAdams* Jr. 


Tough to block; could be in line for a breakout year. 


Devaroe Lawrence, Jr. 


DT _ Dontavius Russell Fr. 


Had a great spring; vying for starting job after redshirting. 


Maurice Swain, Jr. 


DE/BUCK Carl Lawson So. — Returns from a serious knee injury; great pass rusher. Gimel President, Jr.* 
LB Kris Frost* Sr. — Ranked third on team in tackles; fiery player. Kenny Flowers, Sr. 
LB  Cassanova McKinzy* Sr. _Better suited for new scheme; doesn’t mind contact. Tre’ Williams, So. 

LB _JaViere Mitchell Jr. Poised to contribute in third season on the Plains. Derrick Moncrief, Sr. 


CB. Jonathan Jones* Sr. 


Fast, scrappy player who led SEC in pass breakups (17). 


Michael Sherwood, So. 


CB Joshua Holsey* Sr. 


Veteran presence in secondary who isn’t afraid to hit. 


Kamryn Melton, So. 


$ Tray Matthews So. 


Has size, athletic ability, range to make immediate impact. 


Nick Ruffin, So. 


$ Rudy Ford* Jr. 


Likes contact; can cover a lot of ground due to speed. 


Markell Boston, Fr. 


P Daniel Carlson* So. 


Handled double duties last year; averaged 42 yards per punt. Duncan McKinney, Sr. 


*Returning Starter in Bold 


the latter part of spring practice. 


The addition of Will Muschamp almost 
instantaneously improves an Auburn de- 
fense that allowed 26.7 points and nearly 
400 yards a game. 

Look for the Tigers to use multiple fronts 
and morph from 3-4 to the 4-3 looks while 
mixing in nickel and dime packages when 
they're called for. Muschamp also likes to 
attack opposing offenses with exotic blitz 
packages designed to create havoc in. the 
backfield. But the key to those disguised 
looks is stopping the run on early downs 
and getting teams behind the chains. 

That’s where the front seven comes into 
play. 

Last year Auburn’s D took an uppercut 
to the chin before the season even began 
when it lost top pass rusher Carl Lawson 
for the year (knee). Without Lawson, the 
Tigers totaled just 21 sacks (1.65 per game), 
which tied for 95th nationally, and were 


often overmatched against quality run- 
ning teams. That will have to change if the 
Tigers hope to make marked improvement 
on defense. 

Veterans DaVonte Lambert (end) and 
Montravius Adams (tackle) are in line to 
join Lawson and redshirt freshman Donta- 
vius Russell (tackle), the talk of spring, as 
the starters up front. Lawson will man the 
“Buck” position, which is a hybrid outside 
linebacker/defensive end role designed to 
take advantage of a player’s athletic abil- 
ity. The Buck can line up in a two, three or 
four-point stance depending on the align- 
ment that’s called. 

Gimel President, Raashed Kennion, Jus- 
tin Thornton and the nation’s top defen- 
sive end prospect, Byron Cowart, are also 
candidates to see time at Buck. Maurice 
Swain, Devaroe Lawrence and Lambert 
(also plays end) will provide depth at tackle. 
Andrew Williams and Keymiya Harrell will 
provide depth at end. 

Muschamp was hesitant to name starters 
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Dhaquille “Duke” Williams, WR, Senior (6-2, 216, 4.54) 


NDS Rank: No. 1 WR in class of 2016 


Like Sammie Coates, he is raw in several areas, but the natural tools are encouraging. 
Lining up inside and outside in Auburn’s offense, Williams runs with long strides and strong 
cuts at the top of his routes, using his good-sized frame to shield defenders from the ball. 
He has quick hands to pluck, but NFL scouts want to see him cut down on the drops. 


Jeremy Johnson, 9B, Junior (6-5, 230, 4.86) 


NDS Rank: No. 3 QB in class of 2017 


Johnson is still unproven in many aspects of the quarterback position, and Gus Malzahn’s 
offense isn’t known for grooming NFL passers, but he is a very “toolsy” prospect with the 
size, athleticism, and arm talent that is easy to spot. He might not be Cam Newton in terms 
of a prospect, but he has time to show what he can do. 


Carl Lawson, DE, Sophomore (6-2, 261, 4.76) 


NDS Rank: No. 3 DE in class of 2017 


Lawson is back after an ACL tear and says he is better than ever. Prior to the injury, he 
played like a future first-rounder with his explosive get-off quickness and natural flexibility 
to bend the edge. If Lawson returns to that level (or better) in 2015, it likely will be his final 
season in college because he will be rated highly in 2016. 


at linebacker following spring practice, but 
seniors Cassanova McKinzy and Kris Frost 
are grizzled vets and the team’s top players 
at the position. Hard-hitting Tre’ Williams, 
Justin Garrett and JaViere Mitchell are in 
the mix as well. 

The secondary was a weak spot for the 
Tigers a year ago, but some of that can be 
attributed to the team’s lack of push up 
front. Often the Auburn DBs were forced 
to cover for five to six seconds, which led 
to big plays. 

Jonathan Jones anchors a secondary that 
has a lot of frontline talent, but lacks sig- 
nificant depth. Jones is one of the SEC's 
top cover corners despite being only 5-10, 
181 pounds. He’ll team with fellow senior 
Joshua Holsey to give the Tigers a solid cor- 
nerback duo. 

Rudy Ford and Tray Matthews could give 
Auburn its best safety combo in years. Ford 
led the team in tackles a year ago and is one 
of the team’s fastest players. Matthews is a 
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— Dane Brugler, NFLDraftScout.com 


physical presence who attacks the football. 
“They play fast; they play physical,” 
Muschamp said about his two safeties. 


Daniel Carlson handled Auburn's place- 
kicking, punting and kickoff duties last 
season and became one of the team’s most 
reliable players. The strong-legged Carlson 
ranked third in the SEC in field goals made 
(17), induced nine fair catches on 41 at- 
tempts and had 50 touchbacks out of 81 
kickoffs. His 57 PATs without a miss were 
the most-ever by an Auburn kicker. 

It’s too early to say who will man the re- 
turn units when the team opens in Atlanta 
against Louisville, but Ricardo Louis, Roc 
Thomas, Marcus Davis and incoming true 
freshman Kerryon Johnson are all candi- 
dates. 

Louis averaged 21.4 yards per kick re- 
turn, while Thomas averaged 14.3. They 
are two of Auburn’s most explosive players. 
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JONATHAN JONES 


A showdown with Louisville in the 
Georgia Dome kicks off Auburn's season, 
and the Tigers must not sleep on a Bobby 
Petrino-coached Cardinals team that still 
has talent. 

Following a home date with Jacksonville 
State, comes a monster matchup with LSU 
in Baton Rouge. If Auburn can get out of 
Death Valley with a win, they’ll have some 
momentum heading into a revenge game 
against Mississippi State the following 
week. 

A home date with San Jose State and 
a road trip to Lexington should be wins, 
but the schedule turns daunting in late 
October and November. Following the trip 
to Kentucky, Auburn plays three divisional 
foes (at Arkansas, Ole Miss and at Texas 
A&M), before it returns home to play Geor- 
gia, Idaho and Alabama to conclude the 
year. 

— Matt Lowe 
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NOTEBOOK 


uburn escaped injuries during the A-Day 
Ac but several players were held to a lim- 

ited role this spring due to injuries that forced 
them to miss some or all of last season. That list in- 
cluded: receiver Stanton Truitt (shoulder), offensive 
linemen Alex Kozan (back) and Jordan Diamond 
(unknown), and defensive ends Carl Lawson (ACL) 
and DeVonte Lambert (knee). 

More Tigers who did not participate in A-Day due 
to injuries suffered in the spring included: receiver 
Tony Stevens (foot), defensive end Raashed Ken- 
nion (head), linebacker Justin Garrett (high ankle 
sprain) and corners Jonathan Jones (foot injury) 
and T.J. Davis (ACL tear). Coach Gus Malzahn 
said following spring practice that he expects all 
the aforementioned players except Davis to be 100 
percent by fall camp. 

¢ Gimel President has really come on since last 
season. Expect him to be heavily involved in rushing 
the passer this fall. 

© One player to keep an eye on is redshirt freshman 
defensive tackle Dontavius Russell. Will Muschamp 
had this to say about Russell: “Dontavius will hardly 
say two words, but he practices hard every day and 
gives it his all every play. He’s immensely talented and 
has a great future at Auburn.” 

© Jovon Robinson on what attracted him to play 
for Malzahn: “He's a great coach. He knows how to 
bring in good players and get them to work together 
at a high level. And he knows how to win.” 

*Redshirt freshman receiver Myron Burton won 
Offensive MVP honors of the A-Day Game, and the 
Tigers new starting quarterback expects him to be 
a big contributor this season. “I think once he gets 
more comfortable, he'll be able to help us this fall,” 
Jeremy Johnson said. “He’s a good person off the 
field and he’s reliable.” 

¢ Jonathan Jones, the team’s best cover corner, 
is expected to start running by July and be ready for 
fall camp following foot surgery. Jones also said “he 
is looking forward to more man-to-man opportuni- 
ties down the field,” in Muschamp's defense. 


OPPOSING COACHES VIEW 


© On quarterback play: “People forget that in- 
between Cam Newton (2010) and Nick Marshall 
(2013-14), the quarterback play wasn't very good. 
They completely forget it. Everybody says this guy 
(Jeremy Johnson) is the guy, and from the spring 
game it looks like it. If he is, he will be a headache for 
a lot of SEC coaches. But remember what happened in 
2011.” 

© On offense: “Auburn has been really productive 
in their run game. It will be interesting to see if they 
can continue to do that. | like the running backs, but 
they're unproven. The most dynamic running back is 
Roc Thomas.” 

¢ On defense: “They are retooling. (Will) Muschamp 
will make a big difference. It’s a matter of improving 
the guys that are there. Last year, they were horrible on 
defense, the worst defense you can imagine. Giving up 
55 points to Alabama in the Iron Bowl is unimaginable.” 
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TIGERS atch ROSTER 


Quarterbacks ; : Hometown 97 Elijah Daniel OL 6-2 282 Jr Indianapolis, IN 
6 Jeremy Johnson QB 6-5 230 Jr. Montgomery 96 Aaron Garrison DL 6-2 278 So. Ozark 
15 Tyler Queen 0B 6-1 241 Fr. Kennesaw,GA 45 KeymiyaHarrell DL 6-4 270 Sr. Selma 
4 Jason Smith 0B 6-1 178 So. Mobile 59 RaashedKennion DL 6-6 235 So, Jacksonville, FL 
16 Tucker Tuberville QB 6-0 192 Jt, Aubum 6 + DaVonte Lambert DL 6-2 282 Sr. Keysville, GA 
13. Sean White 0B 6-0 200 Fr Boca Raton,FL_ 94 DevaroeLawrence DL 6-2 281 Jt Greenville, SC 
: TM «= 55 Carl Lawson DL 62 257 So, Alpharetta, GA 
25 Peyton Barber AB 5-11 225 So. Alpharetta,GA 42 Gimel President DL 6-4 263 Jr. Mt. Pleasant, SC 
40 _ Tracy Kendall RB 5-11 205 So. Huntsville 95 Dontavius Russell DL 6-3 295 Fr. Carrollton, GA 
30_Damian Lewis RB 5-9 208 Wetumpka 99 MauriceSwain = DL «G5 295 Jr. LaGrange, GA 
29 Jovon Robinson RB 6-0 230 Jr. Memphis, TN 92 JustinThornton DL 6-5 228 Fr. Prichard 
9 _ Roc Thomas RB_ 5-10 203 So. Oxtord = =-79 Andrew Williams DL 6-4 270 Fr McDonough, GA 
48 LawyerTillman _-AB__6-0_ 195 _Sr. LaceyWA 4 Montravius Adams DT 6-4 206 Jr, Vienna, GA 
27 Chandler Cox FR G-1—232_— Fr, Apopka, FL Linebackers Pos. HL Wh Y Hometown 
36_Kamryn Pettway _FB 6-0 242 Fr. Prattville 57 Deshaun Davis «LB S+11 236 Ft Mobile 
42_Keenan Sweeney _FB_ 6-0 _238 __Fi Snellvile,GA_ 33 Kenny Flowers LB 6-1-2384 Sr, Lilburn, GA 
Wide Receivers S, r Hometown 17. Kris Frost LB 6-2 240 Sr. Matthews, NC 
84 Myron Burton Jr. WR 6-2 201 Fr. _Lawrenceville,GA_ 2 Justin Garrett, «LB 6-1 228 Sr, _Stone Mountain, GA 
80 Marcus Davis WR 5-9 180 Jr. Boynton Beach, FL 43. DeNorris James LB 62 207 Sr. Smiths Station 
ae en eee Ee ee Moaver_ Casanova Mokinzy LB 6-3 253 Sr. Birmingham 
oe Le Atianta,GA_ 46 JaViere Mitchell 1B 62 215 Je Leeds 
5 Ricardo Louls__'WH_16-2" 215 Sr Miami FL 24 Derrick Moncrief 18 6-2 221 Sr, Prattville 
Ea! Molin Ray WA BSS 216 “Bre __—Talahesene, Fl» 49 Cantal Pond 1B 61 202 Sr, Spanish Fort 
af Logan Bios uM Me Mie Rome,GA 3 Josh Shockley LB §-10 215 Fr. McDonough, GA 
oh Oriando,FL_ 47 Cameron Toney LB 6-1 243 So, Huntsville 
86 Jimmie Stoudemire WR 6-3 192 Fr, Prattville re wilams ieee) ome Mobil 
2) xian Thome 06S 2I6-e Make Defensive Backs Ss Hometown 
teat 1 Atlanta,GA_ 44 Markell Boston DB. 6-0 200 ‘Fr. Sharpsburg, GA 
12 Jonathan Wallace WR 6-2 214 Sr. Phenix City 7 Davis ira aS idbhioiea 
1 D'haquille Willlams WR 6-2 224 Sr, LaPlace, LA tn er eo a ary 
Tight Ends Pos. HL Wh Yr Hometown 49. Zach Dyas DB 511 192 Fr. Daphne 
= Sing 3 = = + & ee 23 Johnathan Ford DB 6-0 203 Jr. Big Cove 
5 249 Fr mi 
—, Pos, Ht Wt Yr — = ae = = = = Ser 
74 Will Adams OL 6-7 303 Jr. Tyrone, GA — z 
65 TuckerBrown OL 63 265 Fr Trussville ae = = = = —T 
a “ =p . Pit 37 Kamryn Melton DB 5-10 185 So, Dothan 
52 Xavier Dampeer OL 6-2 305 Sr. Mendenhall, MS = a cs = oS 3 —— 
53 DevonteDanzey OL 6-2 305 Sr. Tampa, FL : 
76 Jordai Diamond DL va GSU Ue Chicago, 1. «38 Michael Sherwood DB 5-9 168 So. Fairburn, GA 
73. ‘Austin Golson OL 65 304 Jn Prattville 35 Joe Turner OB 6-0 185 Jr. Sacramento, CA 
i Hometown 
aa a - = mn peg 38 DanielCarlson __K 6-4 213 So. Colorado Springs, CO 
75 Deon Mix OL 64 301 So, Batesville, MS 31 Duncan McKinney K 5-11 180 Sr. Florence 
66 Bailey Sharp OL. G5 293 FF. Marietta, GA rapianngs me = = s a 
71 Braden Smith _—OL__-6-6 286 So. Olathe, KS : =I 
68 Matthew Taylor OL 6-2 280 dr, Birmingham 81 _Kevin Phillips _ =P 60 185 Jr Greenwood, MS 
56 Avery Young OL 6-6 305 Jr. Palm Beach Gardens, FL 29 Tyler Stovall P 6-4 207 So. Hokes Bluff 
Dofensive Linemen Hometown 43 Jonathan Parsiow LS 6-1 204 So Daphne 
32. Alec Brown DL 6-2 210 Fr. Trussville 69__!ke Powell LS 6-3 244 So. Tifton, GA 
98 Tyler Carter 6-1 243 Fr. Decatur 58 _ Zach Wade tS 5-9 205 Fr. Bremen, GA 


TD Long Avg/G 
20 68 1948 


Name GP Effic Cmp Att Int Pet 
N. Marshall 13 151.09 178 293 7 608 
J.Johnson 7 201,42 280 37 0 75.7 
Name GP No. Yards Avg TD Long 
D. Williams 10 45 730 16.2 5 62 
Q. Bray 13 390 471—«*12.1 4 44 
S. Coates 12 340741218 4 68 
Name GP Att Gain Loss Net Avg 
C, Artis-Payne 13 303 «1651 +443 1608 5.3 
N. Marshall 13 153-925 «127:«798 «= 5.2 
C. Grant 13 60 382 18 364 61 


Long Avg/G 
37 123.7 
49 61.4 
24 = ©28.0 


Tackles: J. Ford 93, C. McKinzy 91, K. Frost 87 

Tackles for loss: C. McKinzy 11, K. Frost 10, M. Adams 8 
Sacks: K. Frost 3.5, D. Lambert 3.5, M. Adams 3, A. Blackson 3 
Interceptions: J. Whitehead 6, J. Jones 6, J, Ford 3, T, Reed 3 
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ORTS. 


Jovon Robinson 
Robinson, a four-star running back from Georgia Military 
College, returns to Auburn after originally signing with the 


2012. The 6-0, 230-pounder is in contention for the starting 


season on the Plains. 

Byron Cowart 

is one of the most college-ready defensive ends in the 2015 
land Cowart, who new Tigers defensive coordinator Will 
Muschamp built a relationship with when he was the head 


coach of the Gators. 


Jeffery Holland 
A four-star linebacker out of Trinity Christian in Jacksonville, 


3 NEWCOMERS OF IMPACT 


as many combinations to get it to work this coming season. 
Chances are, it will, and Holland play a part in that. 


Pos, HL WL Stars Hometown 


Montavious Atkinson 9B 6-1 20 O000 Falrbum, Langston 
Ranked as the nation's No. 274 prospect overall, No. 10 inside linebacker and No. 28 pros- 
pect in Georgia according to the 247Sports Composite. ..Also lettered in basketball and track. 


Tyler Carr 06 65 311 GOCO Gadsden Southside School 
Enrolled in January, ..Ranked as the nation’s No, 223 prospect overall, No. 10 offensive guard 
and No. 9 prospect in Alabama according to the 247Sports Composite. . Also played basketball, 


Jordan Colbert $ 62 205 oo00 Griffin, GA Griffin 
Under Armour All-American...Ranked as the nation's No. 168 prospect overall, No. 9 safety 
and No. 18 prospect in Georgia according to the 247Sports Composite...Helped lead team 
to state title as a junior. 


Byron Cowart SDE 6-4 20 GOOOS Seffner FL Armwood 

Under Armour All-American...Ranked as the nation's No, 3 prospect overall, No. 1 strong- 

side defensive end and No. 2 prospect in Florida according to the 247Sports Composite. ... 

He ute ee first team by USA TODAY...Recorded 68 tackles, 21 tackles for loss and 
sacks as a senior. 


Chandler Cox FBO 222 OO00 Apopka, FL Apopka 
Enrolled in January... U.S. Army All-American...Ranked as the nation's No. 333 prospect 
overall, No. 2 fullback and No. 49 prospect in Florida according to the 247Sports 
Composite. ..Brother, Dakota, plays football at New Mexico. 


Ryan Davis WR 510 172 ©GO@O6 __ Saini Petersbury, FL Lakewood 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 188 prospect overall, No. 24 wide receiver and No. 27 prospect 
in Florida according to the 247Sports Composite...First team all-state...Passed for 2,140 
yards and 18 touchdowns and rushed for 1,233 yards and 17 scores as a senior. 


Javarius Davis RB 58 173 OOOO Jacksonville, FL Ed White 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 291 prospect overall, No. 23 running back and No. 42 prospect 
in Florida according to the 247Sports Composite... .First-team all-state selection, 


Cartion Davis 62 1 OOo00 A Norland 
Semper Fidelis All-American...Ranked as the nation's No. 340 prospect overall, No. 33 cor- 
nerback and No. 51 prospect in Florida according to the 247Sports Composite. 


Jeremiah Dinson CB 6-0 180 O00 Hialeah, FL American 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 105 cornerback and No. 169 prospect in Florida according to the 
247Sports Composite...Selected to the Miami-Dade North-South All-Star Game. 


Marque! Hazrrell 06 63 25 OOCOC  Fairhum,GA Creekside 
Semper Fidelis All-American...Ranked as the nation’s No, 231 prospect overall, No. 13 
offensive guard and No, 23 prospect in Georgia according to the 247Sports Composite... 
Originally committed to Ole Miss. 


Jalen Harris 65 244 OOO Montgomery St James School 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 20 tight end and No. 22 prospect in Alabama according to the 
247Sports Composite. ..Participated in the Alabama-Mississippi All-Star Classic. 


Jeffery Holland OB 62 20 OGOG Jacksonville, FL Trinity Christian Academy 
Under Armour All-American...Ranked as the nation’s No. 116 prospect overall, No. 8 outside 
linebacker and No. 18 prospect in Florida according to the 247Sports Composite...Helped 
lead team to two-straight state titles. 


Mike Horton | 64 30 OOo Atlanta, GA Lakeside 
Semper Fidelis All-American...Ranked as the nation's No. 80 offensive tackle and No. 78 
prospect in Georgia according to the 247Sports Composite. ..First-team all-region. 


Tim irvin ATH «58 19% OOOO — Miami, FL Westminster Christian 

Enrolled in January...U.S. Army All-American...Ranked as the nation's No. 287 prospect 

overall, No. 18 athlete and No. 40 prospect in Florida according to the 247Sports 

peek eae) commitment from Texas to Auburn...Nephew of Hall of Famer 
chael Irvin. 
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Tigers out of high school (Wooddale in Memphis) in the Class of 


running back job and if he wins it and gets enough carries, he’s 
talented enough to put up staggering numbers during his debut 


The five-star defensive end from Armwood High in Seffner, Fla., 


Class, Auburn won a big battle with longtime favorite Florida to 


) Fla., he makes the impact list not because the Tigers need help 
at linebacker, but because of his ability to line up and rush the 
passer. Auburn could not get a pass rush in 2014 and will try 


TIGERS RECRUITING 2015 


Jeremiah Dinson 

Jeremiah Dinson has everything you want in a cornerback 
prospect — size, speed, coverage skills and tenacity. He was 
committed to Kentucky for a big hunk of the process before 
the Tigers swiped the Hialeah (Fla.) American product toward 
the end of the process. He's an excellent evaluation by 
Auburn, 


Auburn needs offensive and defensive linemen this cycle as the Tigers have to rebuild 
both lines of scrimmage in the coming seasons. Offensive tackle is a significant need 
this cycle and Auburn would like to sign at least three of them, along with five or six 
defensive linemen. 
— By JC Shurburtt 
247Sports 


2a SPORTS (or @) M POSITE Committments 


Average Stars 


1 19 7 O 


Total Stars 


National Rank: § SEC: 5 


Kenyon Johnson AW 60 20 oo00 Madison Madison Academy 
Under Armour All-American,..Ranked as the nation’s No. 42 prospect overall, No. 2 athlete 
and No. 2 prospect in Alabama according to the 247Sports Composite. ..Named 2014 All-USA 
second team by USA TODAY. 


Jauntavius Johnson TT 62 30 ooo Uncoln Lincoln Schoo! 
Ranked as the nation's No. 31 defensive tackle and No. 19 prospect in Alabama according to 
the 247Sports Composite...Honorable mention all-state selection. 


Kaleb Kim 0 63 20 OO00 Hoschton, GA Mill Creek 
U.S. Army All-American...Ranked as the nation’s No. 272 prospect overall, No. 5 center 
ce No. 27 prospect in Georgia according to the 247Sports Composite. ..First-team all- 
state. 


Richard McBryde OB 62 210 oo00 Charles Henderson School 
Under Armour All-American. ..Ranked as the nation’s No, 192 prospect overall, No. 13 outside 
linebacker and No. 8 prospect in Alabama according to the 247Sports Composite... 
Participated in the Alabama-Mississippi All-Star Classic. 


Tyler Queen 0B 62 29 Ooo Kennesaw, GA North Cobb 
Enrolled in January.,.Ranked as the nation’s No. 384 prospect overall, No. 15 pro-style 
quarterback and No. 38 prospect in Georgia according to the 247Sports Composite. ..Passed 
for 2,342 yards and 27 touchdowns and ran for 10 scores as a senior. 


Joven Robinson RB 6-0 230 OGOO _ Milledgeville, GA Georgla Military College 
Enrolled in January. ..Ranked as the nation's No. 1 junior college prospect according to the 
247Sports Composite. ..2013 NJCAA National Player of the Year..,Rushed for 3,198 yards 
and 43 touchdowns in two JUCO seasons. 


lan Shannon P 64 10 O00 Marietta, GA Marietta 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 4 punter according to the 247Sports Composite...All-state, 
all-region and all-county as a junior and senior. 


Balley Sham 65 20 OOOO  Marletta,GA Sprayberry 

Enrolled in January...Under Armour All-American, ..Ranked as the nation's No. 335 prospect 

pial ie 35 offensive tackle and No. 34 prospect in Georgia according to the 247Sports 
omposite, 


Darius Slayton WR 61 1822 0000 Norcross, GA Atlanta Christian Schoo! 
U.S, Army All-American,..Ranked as the nation's No. 141 prospect overall, No. 15 wide 
receiver and No. 16 prospect in Georgia according to the 247Sports Composite...Won state 
titles in both 100 and 200-meter dash. 

Perkinston, MS 


Jason Smith AH 61 180 GOCo Mississipp! Gulf Coast €.¢. 

Enrolled in January... Ranked as the nation’s No. 10 junior college prospect according to the 

er See Conhoateh Onnaly signed with Auburn out of McGill Toolen High Schoo! in 
lobile in t 


Maurice Swain TT 64 25 ooo Perkinston, MS Mississippi Gulf Coast C.0, 
Enrolled in January...Ranked as the nation’s No. 51 junior college prospect according to the 
247Sports Composite... Originally signed with Indiana out of LaGrange (Ga.) Troup County 
High School in 2013. 


Prince Tega Wanogho Jr. SDE 6-8 20 OGOOO — Elmore Edgewood Academy 
Ranked as the nation's No. 110 prospect overall, No. 8 strong-side defensive end and No, 4 
prospect in Alabama according to the 247Sports Composite. Nigerian native new to foot- 
ball...Suffered leg injury in January playing basketball. 


Darrell Williams OB 63 268 oo00 Birmingham Hoover 
Under Armour All-American, ..Ranked as the nation’s No. 176 prospect overall, No. 12 outside 
linebacker and No. 7 prospect in Alabama according to the 247Sports Composite... 
Participated in the Alabama-Mississippi All-Star Classic. 
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Affable Johnson Gets His Shot to Lead Tigers : 


: QB JEREMY JOHNSON 
? If Auburn is going to be in 
? the SEC West title 

: chase, then Jeremy 

? Johnson will need to 

? perform well. ... At 6-5, 
? 230 pounds, Johnson 
: may remind some Tiger fans 

: of former Heisman Trophy winner Cam 

? Newton, but at this point in his career, he may 
: be more of a polished passer. ... Cool under 

: pressure. ... Has tremendous touch on deep 

: ball. ... Underrated as a runner. 


labama’s Mr. Football ... check. U.S. 

Army All-American ... check. Auburn 

spot starter for a game or two ... 
check. 

Since he was a high school senior at 
Carver High School in Montgomery, Ala., 
Jeremy Johnson has accumulated some 
prestigious stripes as a football player. No 
one will deny that. But this season he will 
embark on his biggest tour to date: the 
lead man in Gus Malzahn’s high-powered 
offense. 

If you talk to any Auburn player, they'll tell 
you they believe in him; they have confidence 
in him. Heck, they may even tell you he’s the 
second-coming of Cam Newton. But more 
importantly, they'll tell you they like him. 

“We believe in him. He comes to work 
every day and does a great job,” linebacker 
Kris Frost said. “He's really developed into a 
vocal leader on this team and | gravitate to 
guys like that.” 

“He’s the best quarterback I’ve ever 
played with hands down,” tailback Jovon 
Robinson said. “I feel like he’s focused right 
now. | feel like he’s growing into a leader. 
| feel like he knows his role, and | feel like 
he’s going to have a lot of success this sea- 
son coming up.” 

Johnson got his feet wet with the Tigers 
during his freshman campaign, earning 
SEC Freshman of the Week honors in wins 
over Western Carolina (started) and Florida 
Atlantic. Last year, he started the season 
opener against Arkansas and wowed the 
Auburn fan base by completing 12 of 16 
passes for 243 yards and two touchdowns 
in the first half of a 45-21 win. 

After waiting patiently behind Nick Mar- 
shall for the past two seasons, seeing most- 
ly spot duty, Johnson finally gets handed 
the keys to the Malzahn Ferrari. And with a 
veteran offensive line in front of him, pow- 
ered by the return of Alex Kozan, a veteran 
tackle combination of Shon Coleman and 
Avery Young, center Austin Golson and tow- 
ering right guard Braden Smith, along with 
a dynamic set of skill players, the sky’s the 


JEREMY JOHNSON 


limit for the 6-5, 230-pounder. 


feels great. I'm ready for this season.” 


BEST AND BRIGHTEST 


: DT DONTAVIUS RUSSELL 

? Signed with Auburn out of 
? Carrollton High School 

: (Carrollton, Ga.) in 2014 
? and redshirted. ... Was 
? ranked the No. 11 play- 
? er in Georgia. ... In the 
: running to start next to 
? Montravius Adams on the interior of Auburn's 
: defensive line. ... Will Muschamp on Russell: 
3 “Great skill set; very powerful lower body 

: strength. Football comes easy to him. Biggest 
}. asset is effort.” 


: RB JOVON ROBINSON 
? Although Byron Cowart, the 
? top-ranked defensive 
? end in the country 
? according to 247Sports, 
? could also be penciled 
“It feels good knowing that I'm the start- : 
er,” Johnson said. “I feel blessed to be in : 
the position that I’m in and I’m going to : 
cherish every moment of it. But it’s not just : 
a blessing for me. It’s a blessing for the city 
that I’m from, Montgomery, Alabama, and it : 
: had 19 yards on six carries. ... Physical runner 
who doubles as a good receiver. 


in here, junior college 
transfer Jovon Robinson 
may make the biggest impact due his blend of 
size, speed and natural running ability. ... The 
6-0, 230-pound junior opened the A-Day 
Game working with the first-team offense and 
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MCELWAIN'S ATTENTION 10 DETAIL KEY 10 TURNAROUND 


oming off a two-year stretch in which 
(rent went 11-13, the Gators had to 

make a change. Out went head coach 
Will Muschamp and in came Jim McElwain. 

After a 10-2 season at Colorado State, 
McElwain will be tasked with manufacturing 
similar results at Florida. He’s charged with 
reviving an offense that has been downright 
putrid for five years now. 

Like at his last stint — Colorado State had 
gone 9-27 in the three years before McEI- 
wain’s arrival — a turnaround won’t happen 
overnight in Gainesville. 

“It's a work in progress. It took a while,” 
McElwain said. 

The first-year coach’s vision for Florida en- 
tails far more than just the team he’ll put on 
the field this fall. 

He has already helped bring about posi- 
tive adjustments, offering his input on 
changes to the $15 million indoor practice 
facility the Gators are installing, hiring 
several additional support staff members 
to work in quality control roles and mak- 
ing sure every last detail in the program is 
looked after. 

He hired a staff that has a strong mix of 
experience — McElwain lured coordinators 
from Michigan and Mississippi State, and for- 
mer Miami head coach Randy Shannon is an 
assistant — and recruiting ties in the state of 
Florida. 

His clear, precise vision for the program is 
what he wants his players to focus on as they 
begin the long trek back toward relevance in 
the SEC and the nation. 

“There’s so much more to do,” McElwain 
said at the end of spring practice. “There’s so 
many lost opportunities, and (it’s key) get- 
ting your guys to understand the attention to 
detail, the focus of the communication and 
the mindset to go win this play. That’s what 
we've got to get.” 

One foot in front of the other, day after 
day. 

Improvement doesn’t come by leaps and 
bounds, and McElwain’s message to the team 
throughout the spring was, “Let’s get a little 
bit better today.” 

So far, so good. 

“We improved a lot if you go through 


from the first practice to the last and into the 
spring game,” quarterback Will Grier said. 
“We really, as a whole, got a lot better. The 
guys just bought in and really worked hard. 
It was cool to kind of put it all together; we've 
just got a long way to go.” 


OFFENSE 


Florida hasn’t finished better than 82nd 
nationally in total offense since 2009, and 
McElwain, an offensive guru, was brought in 
to help the Gators change that. 

He’ll have to do so with a new quarter- 
back after Jeff Driskel transferred to Louisi- 
ana Tech, leaving sophomore Treon Harris 
and redshirt freshman Will Grier to com- 
pete for the starting job. Grier exited spring 
ahead, though the battle will continue into 
the fall. 

“I think one of the things we need to do 
at that position is we need to get our feet 
set quicker,” McElwain said. “You’ve got to 
get your feet set, have a play and execute 
the play. Get the ball out. We’re working 
on that. Need to do a little bit better job 
of that.” 

While the quarterbacks work on improv- 
ing, the Gators will get what they can from 
the ground game behind a depleted and 
inexperienced offensive line. 

Junior Kelvin Taylor is back after rushing 
for 565 yards, as is Birmingham Bowl MVP 
Adam Lane. Incoming freshman Jordan Scar- 
lett is expected to push for major carries right 
away. 

At receiver, Demarcus Robinson returns 
after finishing fifth in the SEC in receiv- 
ing a year ago, racking up 810 yards and 
seven touchdowns. He'll be the go-to guy 
in a unit searching for more playmakers, 
while shifty running back Brandon Powell 
has been moved to the slot to help fill the 
talent void. 

Florida does boast a talented group of pass- 
catchers at tight end, bolstered by the return 
of sixth-year senior Jake McGee, who was 
sidelined just nine plays into the 2014 season 
by a broken leg. Youngsters DeAndre Goolsby 
and C’yontai Lewis should see extensive time, 
with the Gators likely to use multiple tight 
end sets due to issues on the offensive line. 


SCHEDULE 


Date Opponent 


Sept.5 NEW MEXICO STATE 
Sept. 12 EAST CAROLINA 


Sept. 19 at Kentucky 
‘Sept.26 TENNESSEE 

Oct. 3 OLE MISS 
Oct.10 at Missouri 
Oct. 17 at LSU 

Oct. 31. vs. Georgia (Jacksonville) 
Nov. 7 VANDERBILT 
‘Nov. 14 at South Carolina 
Nov. 21 FAU 


Nov. 28 FLORIDA STATE 


RESULTS 


14 Record 


2-10 
8-5 
5-7 
7-6 
9-4 

11-3 
8-5 

10-3 


P IDAHO Cancelled 
W EASTERN MICHIGAN 65-0 
W KENTUCKY 36-30 (3 OT) 
L at Alabama 21-42 
W at Tennessee 10-9 
L LSU 27-30 
L MISSOURI 13-42 
W _vs. Georgia (Jacksonville) 38-20 
W at Vanderbilt 34-10 
L SOUTH CAROLINA 20-23 
Ww EASTERN KENTUCKY 52-3 
L at Florida State 19-24 
Birmingham Bowl 
Ww vs. East Carolina 28-20 


10-YEAR 


WINNING TREND 


oa mM © © 8 D7 O 0 100 
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ATAGLANCE, 


Gainesville, Fla. 
7-5 overall, 4-4 SEC (3rd, East) 


Jim McElwain — At Florida: 1st year; 
overall: 22-16, 3 years 


12; 4 offense, 7 defense, kicker 


RB Kelvin Taylor, WR Demarcus Robinson, 
WR Brandon Powell, DE Alex McCalister, 
DE Jonathan Bullard, LB Antonio 
Morrison, CB Vernon Hargreaves Ill 


Florida has a top-notch SEC receiver in 
Robinson, but the real strength for the 
team is on defense. The Gators return 
a deep and talented secondary, led by 
Hargreaves. The loaded secondary 
should also be aided by a strong defen- 
sive line that is expected to rotate up to 
10 players. 


The offensive line is incredibly inexperi- 
enced with only one upperclassman on 
the roster and only one player who has 
started a game in college. Florida is also 
still short on playmakers at the skill 
positions, with Taylor, Robinson and 
Powell the only proven threats. 
Quarterback is also a question mark. 


RB Matt Jones, WR Quinton Dunbar, 
C Max Garcia, LT D.J. Humphries, 
DE Dante Fowler, P Kyle Christy 


Once again Florida is expected to field 
an excellent defense, led by one of the 
top defensive back units in the country. 
The Gators are still looking for an offen- 
sive turnaround, though, and it may be 
tough to come by operating behind a 
very weak and inexperienced offensive 
line. Will Grier enters the fall leading for 
the quarterback job, but Florida still 
needs to find more playmakers for him 
to get the ball to. 


Florida’s record in the past two sea- 
sons in games decided by seven points 
or less. 


Photo by Joe Robbins 


Vernon Hargreaves III 


Those problems up front could cripple 
Florida from the start if they aren’t solved 
in a hurry. 

The Gators have just one upperclass- 
man returning on the line. Trip Thurman, 
a fifth-year senior who missed spring prac- 
tice with a recurring shoulder injury, is the 
only offensive lineman on the roster who 
has started a game. Florida will rely on a 
handful of freshmen to make meaningful 
contributions up front after losing five ma- 
jor contributors a year ago. 

“It’s going to be a huge summer for 
them,” McElwain said. “Those older guys 
need to do a great job of leadership to get 
those guys up to speed because sheer num- 
bers say there’s going to be guys playing. 
We've got to get them schooled up and 
ready to roll.” 

Army All-American Martez Ivey will ar- 
rive this summer and likely will step into 
a starting job at tackle, while sophomores 
David Sharpe, Antonio Riles and Camer- 
on Dillard are expected to round out the 
line. 


108 Lindy’s Sports Annuals 


SCOUTING REPORT: Offense 


POS STARTER YR. 
Will Grier 
Kelvin Taylor 
Demarcus Robinson* 
Chris Thompson 
Brandon Powell 
Jake McGee 
David Sharpe 
Trip Thurman* 
Cameron Dillard 
Travaris Dorsey 
Martez Ivey 
Austin Hardin* 


COMMENT 


*Returning Starter in Bold 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


Threw for 14,565 yards in high school, but redshirted in 2014. Treon Harris, So.* 
Ran for 197 yards, 2 TDs in an upset of Georgia. 

Finished fifth in SEC in receiving with 810 yards, 7 TDs. 
Speedy junior has the ability to stretch the field. 

Split time between running back and receiver as a freshman. 
Played just nine snaps in 2014 before suffering a broken leg. 
The 6-6, 350-pound tackle steps in as a first-time starter. 
Missed spring practice with a recurring shoulder injury. 

Has only played in four career games as a reserve. 
Redshirted in 2014 but moved into starting role in spring. 
True freshman was a 5-star prospect and Army All-American. Kavaris Harkless, Fr. 
Split FG duties and went 7 of 10 with a long of 52. 


Jordan Scarlett, Fr. 
C.J. Worton, So. 
Ahmad Fulwood, Jr. 
Latroy Pittman, Sr.* 
DeAndre Goolsby, So. 
Fredrick Johnson, Fr. 
Antonio Riles, So. 
Tyler Jordan, Fr. 
Andrew Mike, Fr. 


Jorge Powell, Fr. 


SCOUTING REPORT: Defense 


POS STARTER 

Alex McCalister 
Taven Bryan 
Joey Ivie 
Jonathan Bullard* 
Jarrad Davis 
Antonio Morrison* 
Vernon Hargreaves IlI* 
J.C. Jackson 
Brian Poole* 
Marcus Maye* 
Keanu Neal* 
Johnny Townsend 

*Returning Starter in Bold 


DEFENSE 


When the team you're taking over has 
ranked in the top 15 nationally in total de- 
fense for seven straight years, there’s not a 
lot of reason to change. So McElwain and 
defensive coordinator Geoff Collins set out 
this spring to create continuity. 

The terminology and scheme Florida will 
run this fall will be extremely similar to 
the one Will Muschamp ran the past four 
years, which should help the Gators keep 
cranking out top-notch defenses. 

“I think we’ve been smart in that, so 
they play fast and don’t have to do a lot 
of thinking, a lot of new learning,” Collins 
said. 

Though the Gators must replace first- 
round draft pick Dante Fowler on the de- 
fensive front, sack artist Alex McCalister, 
a junior, returns to the line. So does senior 
defensive end Jonathan Bullard and junior 
end Bryan Cox Jr., giving Florida a veteran 
presence up front. 


COMMENT 


Was second on team in tackles for loss (9), sacks (6). 
Freshman from Wyoming redshirted in 2014. 

Had 24 tackles in a reserve role as a sophomore. 

Received feedback from NFL Draft board but returned. 

Had 23 tackles and three quarterback hurries as key backup. 
Coming off a serious knee injury in the Birmingham Bowl. 
First-team All-SEC player has 24 career pass breakups. 
Redshirted due to injury. Might be team’s best athlete. 

Has 16 career starts, six interceptions, 13 pass breakups. 
Third on team with 62 tackles; also had two forced fumbles. 
Had three interceptions as a first-time starter in 2014. 
Redshirted last year after winning starting job in 2013. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Justus Reed, Fr. 
Caleb Brantley, So. 
Khairi Clark, Fr. 
Bryan Cox Jr,, Jr* 
Daniel McMillian, Jr. 
Alex Anzalone, Jr. 
Jalen Tabor, So. 
Deiondre Porter, Fr. 
Quincy Wilson, So. 
Marcell Harris, So. 
Duke Dawson, So. 
Austin Hardin, Jr. 


Junior Joey Ivie, sophomore Caleb Brant- 
ley and redshirt freshman Taven Bryan give 
the Gators a trio of interior players that 
should be able to rush the passer and eat 
space effectively when necessary. It’s a deep 
and talented defensive line, which is part 
of the reason Collins plans to play a ton of 
guys across the board. 

“We're going to play about 10 (defensive 
backs) every Saturday, eight linebackers, 10 
(defensive linemen),” Collins said. “So the 
guys know that they’re getting meaning- 
ful reps with the way we practice, trying to 
work to be above the line and get on the 
field.” 

The Gators aren’t quite as deep at line- 
backer, and lingering knee injuries to 
leading tackler Antonio Morrison and 
promising junior Jarrad Davis will be 
worth monitoring this fall. If both can re- 
turn, Florida will be just fine at linebacker 
after juniors Alex Anzalone and Daniel 
McMillian put together strong outings 
this spring. 
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Vernon Har 


gqreaves 


NDS Rank: No. 1 CB in class of 2017 


NDS Rank: No. 7 DE in class of 2016 


mMeEaSNHIITTt 


TOP 3 NFL PROSPECTS 


Jur 


II, CB, Junior (5-11, 194. 4.49) 
224, WO, WULiUs |. Li, LOS ces 


Jonathan Bullard, DE, Junior, ( 


NDS Rank: No. 7 TE in class of 2016 


Hargreaves was viewed by some as the elite prep talent in the country when he signed with 
Florida two years ago, and he quickly proved worth the hype. He is a natural cover corner 
with excellent fluidity and light feet to remain in the hip pocket of receivers. He’s alert and 
competitive, positioning his body between the receiver and his quarterback and showing 
superb body control, including hand-eye coordination. 


The former five-star recruit isn’t as agile as departed Dante Fowler Jr. but he offers similar 
versatility, lining up inside at defensive tackle and outside at end. At his current weight, he 
projects best outside, though he’s not an explosive edge rusher. 


i: Af 


The Gators boast more dynamic athletes, but McGee, a former graduate transfer from 
Virginia, is an interesting NFL prospect who returns after being granted a sixth year of eligi- 
bility. McGee possesses a long, athletic frame and enough speed to challenge down the 
seam. He can make the tough, contested grab, but needs to add strength and experience as 
a blocker after much of his success at Virginia came in the slot. 

— Rob Rang, NFLDraftScout.com 


But Florida’s real talent lies in the sec- 
ondary. All-American cornerback Vernon 
Hargreaves III returns to anchor a unit that 
will rotate at least a half-dozen players to 
stay fresh and fill different roles that best fit 
each player’s individual strengths. 

Senior Brian Poole will anchor the nickel 
back spot, while freshman J.C. Jackson and 
sophomores Quincy Wilson and Jalen Ta- 
bor battle for the job opposite Hargreaves. 
Starting safeties Keanu Neal and Marcus 
Maye return for their junior seasons after 
combining for four interceptions and three 
forced fumbles a year ago. 

The continuity should help Florida field 
yet another top defense. 

“We've got a good defense,” McElwain said. 
“There's good players over there. Those guys 
are playing their tails off. That’s a good unit.” 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Junior Austin Hardin returns as the 
team’s lone scholarship kicker after making 


7 of 10 field goal attempts a year ago while 
splitting duties with then-senior Frankie 
Velez. Hardin assumes the starting role for 
good and appears to have ironed out some 
of his accuracy issues. 

At punter, Florida returns sophomore 
Johnny Townsend, who redshirted a year ago 
after ceding the job to Kyle Christy despite 
initially beating him out in 2013. Townsend 
has a strong leg, averaging 42.0 yards per 
punt as a true freshman two years ago. 


The Gators will have to replace electric |! 


kickoff return man Andre Debose. Explo- 
sive receiver Demarcus Robinson filled that 
void in the spring game and will compete 
with fellow receiver Brandon Powell for the 
job. Both could also be in the mix at punt 
returner, where Vernon Hargreaves III was 
the top guy in the spring. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


Florida’s schedule starts with a typical 
easy opponent with New Mexico State vis- 


iting Gainesville, but it doesn’t take long 
for things to heat up. East Carolina comes 
to town in the second week of the season 
before the Gators face up-and-coming Ken- 
tucky and Tennessee teams to close out 
September. 

Those two late-September showdowns 
will be key heading into a brutal October 
stretch. Get out of September unblem- 
ished and an October stretch that in- 
cludes Ole Miss, Missouri, LSU and Geor- 
gia will seem tough, but navigable. Lose 
to either Kentucky or Tennessee and that 
stretch could very well put bowl eligibil- 
ity in doubt. 

November offers only a bit of a reprieve 
with home games against Vanderbilt and 
Florida Atlantic sandwiching a road trip 
to South Carolina. A reloading Florida 
State team comes to town for the season 
finale. 

— Thomas Goldkamp 


2015 www.lindyssports.com 


Lindy’s Sports Annuals 109 


NOTEBOOK 


GATORS SPRING ROSTER 


Quarterbacks Pos. Ht Wt Yr, Hometown Defensive Linemen Pos. Hometown 
13 Brian Fallace QB 6-4 189 Fr, Satellite Beach 99 Jay-nard Bostwick DL 6-3 283 So, Port Saint Lucie 
lorida’s quarterback battle will continue into 7 Will Grier QB 6-2 197 Fr. Davidson, NC 57 Caleb Brantley ODL 6-2 319 So, Crescent City 
Fi camp, but Will Grier left spring practice 15 Jacob Guy Q8 6-5 224 dr, Dade City 93 Taven Bryan DL 65 275 Fr Casper, WY 
with a clear edge on Treon Harris. Grier 3 Treon Harris QB 5-11 193 So Miami 90 Jonathan Bullard DL 6-3 277 SFr. Shelby, NC 
learned the playbook quickly and made quick deci- 8 Skyler Mormhinweg QB 6-3 221 Jr Philadelphia, PA 54__Khairi Clark DL 62 315 Fr. Hollywood 
sions with the ball. 17 Anderson Proctor QB 6-3 200 So, Vero Beach 94. Bryan Cox, Jr. DL 6-3 261 Jr Ft, Lauderdale 
That's where Harris struggled in the spring. Running Backs GEGEEET =§©55 ThomasHolley ODL 6-3 320 Fr. Brooklyn, NY 
While his athleticism is a big plus, Harris will have 37_Mark Herndon RB 5-9 193 Sr. Ocala = 91_Joey Ivie DL 6-3 293 Jt. Dade City _ 
to iron out those problems to push for the job. 22 Adam Lane RB 5-7 224 So Winter Haven 14 Alex McCalister DL__ 6-6 238 Jr, Clemmons, NC 
“Treon’s got to understand the sense of urgency 20 Darius Masline RB 5-8 172) Jr Jacksonville 97 Justus Reed DL 6-3 226 Fr. Clearwater 
the closer you get down in the red zone,” coach Jim 4 Brandon Powell__RB 5-9 181 So. _Deerfield Beach © 17 Jordan Sherit_ DL 6-4 254 So Tampa 
McElwain said, “He's slow with his feet. He’s got to 21 _Ketvin Taylor RB 5-10 200 J BelleGlade_ 59 _Dakota Wilson _DL__6-0 261 Sr. Bradenton 
get his feet set and the ball out. Those are attention Wide Receivers Hometown Linebackers Pos. Ht. Wt Yr Hometown 
to detail things that help you be successful to play $5 Raphael Andrades: “WR _* 6-0 200 ~ Sr Toliahessoa” (4 Nox Arzalone LB © 6311254 ie Wyomissing, PA 
the position, and yet he did some good things.” a ee ae a a Lee ieee 
« Florida’s already-thin offensive line took a big 36 _ Roger Dixon WR 5-10 188 Sr. Sanford 13 Daniel McMillian LB 6-1 221 Jr. Jacksonville 
blow during spring practice when an injury to start- “Atma Fulwood _WR_6-4_208._ Je secksow ite, 2 Mine Meghan 8 28 neroencs 
ing right tackle Roderick Johnson helped doctors 2 oe a eee a 2 i J 
discover he had congenital cervical stenosis, a spi- Sf Kel seckoen _WH SNF ean LM ae 
nal condition that ended his career early. = poe, 2 = = = ae ; a a - = = SEE 
Johnson will remain with the team, and he'll be a a nN mxgree - 
instrumental in helping the six freshman linemen , -comaeus Robinson WR 6-2 107 _._FortValloy.GA_ 52 _Stoven Sipe _UB __S:11_ 214 So. ___Wayeroes, CA 
: ; 10 ValdezShowers WR 6-0 193 Sr. Detroit, MI Defensive Backs Hometown 
nw this summer get adjusted. ; : 2 Ryan Sousa WR 6-0 194 Fr Orlando = 7_—Duke Dawson DB 5-10 200 So. Cross City 
sa heartbreaking news on Rod,” McElwain 85 Chris Thompson WR 60 171 Jr Gainesville. 38 KerollinFrancols. DB 5-11 202 So. Lake Worth 
said. “I look forward to him being a great influence 18 Cd. Worton Wa 60 480 |S. jioeeaiond’ "Se | Eds lea be Set ie Fe Jupiter 
on these young guys that are coming In. As they Tight Ends Pos. HL Wh Yr Hometown 1 Vernon Hargreaves, III DB 5-11 198 Jr. Tampa 
get here this summer, I'll put him in charge and 38 Bair Diamond TE 64 25 dr Fort Myers. 28 Marcell Harris DB 62 208 So. inna 
he'll work almost as a coach, as a student assistant 39 RyanFerguson TE 63 219 Fr. Largo 39. Michael lorio DB 5-10 187 So. Nokomis 
moving forward.” 30 DeAndre Goolsby TE 6-8 236 So. Derby, KS 23 JC.Jackson «DB. «5-11 196 Fr. Immokalee 
¢ The Gators feature a strong defensive line, 88 Daniel ImatorbhebheTE 6-3 225. Fr, Suwanee,GA 20 Marcus Maye DB 6-0 205 Jr Melbourne 
but at least one freshman appears likely to start. 80 C'yontal Lewis TE 6-4 Fr. Alabaster, AL 42__Keanu Neal DB 61 209 Jr Bushnell 
Wyoming native Taven Bryan anchored a starting 83 Jake McGee TE 66 243 Sr, Richmond,VA 43 MarkNorvelis DB 5-10 180 Jr, Palm Bay 
tackle position during the spring and offers tremen- 82 Moral Stephens TE 6-3 249 Fr. Perry 24_Brian Poole DB 5-10 208 Sr. Bradenton 
dous size and strength at 6-5, 275 pounds. His big- Offensive Linemen . Hometown 15 Delondre Porter DB 6-0 176 Fr. Tampa_ 
gest adjustment will be picking up the finer points 61 MatthewBowden OL 6-1 297 Jr. Lakeland 29 EvanSchroeder DB 5-11 194 Sr New Smyrna Beach 
of the game after arriving at Florida relatively new 69 Nick Davis OL 6-3 256 So, _ Salt Lake City, UT 30 Garrett Stephens DB 5-9 181 So. Louisville, KY 
to the game. 54 Cameron Dillard OL 6-4 309 So. Canton, MI 31_ Jalen Tabor DB 6-1 192 So, Washington, DC 
“That's my big Wyoming wild man. He's a big old 65 Vincent Dimenna OL 6-1 265 Fr, Madison 8 NickWashington 0B 6-1 193 So. _ Jacksonville 
caveman and wants to use all his brute strength,” 52 Travaris Dorsey OL__-6-2 323 Fr. Jacksonville 6 _QuincyWilson _—~0B__6-1_ 209 So. __—Fort Lauderdale _ 
defensive line coach Chris Rumph said. “Everything 79 Matthew Fuchs OL 6-2 230 Jr, Gainesville Specialists Hometown 
right now is just new for him. | got him on Gerber 53 Kavaris Harkless OL 6-5 292 Fr. Jacksonville 19 JohnnyTownsend P 6-1 198 So Orlando 
baby food. | can't even feed him table food yet, he 77 Andrew Mike OL 66 302 Fr Tueson,AZ 16 Austin Hardin K 5-10 205 dr. Atlanta, GA 
would choke. But ... his teeth are starting to come 51 Antonio Riles OL 6-4 312 So. _Lawrenceville,GA © 98 Jorge Powell K 5-10 166 Fr, Coral Gables 
in, maybe we will feed him off the table before long.” 78 _David Shape OL 66_350_ So. Jacksonville = 41_Ryan Farr Us__6-0 201 FF. Henderson, NV 
60. Zach Shinn OL 6-2 288 Fr. Plant City 49. Devin Grimm ts 6-1 188 Fr, St. Johns 
63 Trip Thurman OL 6-5 310 Sr. Dover, DE 47 JonathanHaney LS 6-2 209 Jr, Tampa 
OPPOSING COACHES VIEW 7 
non . NAME GP In P Yards Avg/G 
* On the offense: "Biggest difference on offense is, PASSING J. Driskel 9 we si tn _ mae 1140 y ad ste 
and people never talk about this, (Steve) Spurrier and T. Harris 9 146,21 55 111 4 495 41019 9 86 1132 
Urban Meyer had very good offensive lines. That hasn't SS) cscsesecseesseesspeeseseepeveyeneerenesenneeneereneeronens nvgvwlp sgetvyveserdceeeghtwuveysoqseuisyvudseusatathbebigaassansves yes pores eucroepearne 
been the case at Florida the last couple of years." NAME GP No, Yards Avg 1D Long Avg/G 
RECEIVING D. Robinson 12 53. 810 (15.3 7 73 «667.5 
© On the defense: "Florida probably has the best . ners . 4 4 : as a 
defensive talent in the SEC, even though they lost No. Pa an PR SUB RRM erty TNS 1 be Ae. Bir Oe 2 ol rites A 
6 (DE/OLB Dante Fowler). Antonio Morrison is a really ME GP Att. Gain Loss Net Avg TD Long Avg/G 
good linebacker. They have good front-line guys. It will RUSHING M.Jones 11 166 834 17 817 49 6 44 743 
be interesting to see how the defense does. They've Taylor 12 116 «6597 32 565 4 6 65 474 
gone from Will Muschamp's defense to Goeff Coins! FES esha Mic leah Me Se Sa 
defense. Collins was at Mississippi State last year and DEF. LEADERS Tackles: A. Morrison 101, M. Taylor 64, M. Maye 62 
he had some good guys, but they were horrible on : Tackles for loss: D. Fowler 15, A. McCalister 9, J. Bullard 8.5 


defense. They gave up a ton of yards and a ton of 
points." 


Sacks: D. Fowler 8.5, A. McCalister 6, B. Cox 4 
Interceptions: B. Poole 4, V. Hargreaves 3, K. Neal 3 
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a—_Z75PORTS. GATORS RECRUITING 2015 


Martez Ivey 
Ivey was the No. 1 offensive tackle prospect in the 2015 cycle 
and the Apopka (Fla.) product fulfills a lifelong dream of being a 


offensive line depth, it is hard to imagine Ivey not competing at 
least for snaps, if not a starting job, as a true freshman. He’s got 
the raw talent, but as we all know, offensive line is a develop- 


CeCe Jefferson 

Jefferson, the No. 7 overall prospect in the 2015 cycle, is 
another lifelong Gator that went with new head coach Jim 
McElwain and staff over numerous additional suitors (namely 
Ole Miss, Alabama and Auburn). The 6-2, 275-pounder is quick 


line and should end up being one of the better pass rushers in 
the Southeastern Conference by the time his career is finished 
in Gainesville. 


Jordan Scarlett 
Scarlett, who was committed to Florida Atlantic and Miami at 


3 NEWCOMERS OF IMPACT 


good speed who can step in and compete for carries behind 
Starter Kelvin Taylor this season. The 5-10, 202-pound U.S. 
Army All-American was perhaps an understated late get by 
McElwain and staff given the hype around Ivey and Jefferson, 
but it was a significant get nonetheless. 


Luke Ancrum SDE 65 20 GOO Sebring Sebring 
Ranked as the nation's No. 83 strongside defensive end and No. 248 prospect in Florida 
according to the 247Sports Composite... Played in the FACA North-South All-Star Game... 
Also played basketball. 


Nick Buchanan oT 4 20 oO6 Atlanta, GA Dunwoody 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 154 offensive tackle and No, 154 prospect in Georgia 
according to the 247Sports Composite...Class AAAAA All-State honorable mention as a 
senior. 


Antonio Callaway WR 511 185 OGG Miami Booker T, Washington 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 363 prospect overall, No. 47 wide receiver and No. 54 pros- 
pect in Florida according to the 247Sports Composite... Named first team Class 4A 
All-State...Had 31 catches for 818 yards and seven touchdowns in seven games as a 
senior. 


dortan Cronktite ATH 5-11 188 G@@O — Miami Westminster Christian School 
U.S, Army All-American...Ranked as the nation’s No. 268 prospect overall, No. 16 athlete 
and No. 36 prospect in Florida according to the 247Sports Composite...Rushed for 1,172 
yards and 10 touchdowns as a senior...Had 1,343 rushing yards with 15 touchdowns as 
a junior. 


Keivonnis Davis SDE 64 2277 O06 Miami Miami Central 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 58 strongside defensive end and No. 161 prospect in Florida 
according to the 247Sports Composite...Named Class 6A All-State second team...Had 52 
tackles and 20 sacks as a senior. 


Richer Desir-Jones DT 64 25 O06 Fort Lauderdale St. Thomas Aquinas 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 81 defensive tackle and No. 167 prospect in Florida according to 
the 247Sports Composite...Also wrestled in high school...Originally committed to FIU. 


Daniel lmatorbhebhe = TE sOo64 227 OOG Suwanee, GA North Gwinnett 
Enrolled in January...Ranked as the nation’s No. 19 tight end and No. 60 prospect in 
Georgia according to the 247Sports Composite...Had 32 catches for 487 yards and eight 
touchdowns as a senior...Also played basketball in high school...Originally committed to 
Missouri. 


Martez Ivey 


O 65 25 G@GO00 Apopka 
U.S. Army All-American...Ranked as the nation’s No. 2 prospect overall, No. 1 offensive 
tackle and No. 1 prospect in Florida according to the 247Sports Composite...Named 2014 
All-USA first team by USA TODAY. 


Aponka 


Andrew Ivie TT 6&1 25 oOo Dale City Pasco 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 57 defensive tackle and No. 118 prospect in Florida according to 
the 247Sports Composite...Had 59 tackles with nine tackles for loss and five sacks as a 
senior...Brother of current Gators defensive lineman Joey Ivie. 


Kalif Jackson WR 65 200 OOO Neptune Beach Duncan U. Fletcher 
Enrolled in January...Ranked as the nation’s No. 103 wide receiver and No. 109 prospect in 
Florida according to the 247Sports Composite...Had 31 catches for 559 yards and eight 
touchdowns as a senior. 
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Gator after Auburn made his decision very difficult. Given Florida's 


mental position and sometimes a prospect may just not be ready. 


and strong enough to help Florida this year along the defensive 


various points during the process, is a big, downhill runner with 


Kylan Johnson 

Kylan Johnson, from Skyline High in Dallas, Texas, was an 
excellent late find by Florida. The 6-3, 202-pounder had a 
good senior season and on film displays good range and ball 
skills. It's just a matter of development here and if he devel- 
ops, then look out. 


SLEEPER 


There are several. Quarterback is definitely a huge need for Florida this cycle as the 
Gators need more depth at that position. Offensive line and linebacker are two more 
spots Florida needs more help, along with generally needing to add speedy playmak- 
ers on the offensive side of the football, something that the Gators have not had a lot 
of in recent seasons. The good news? It should not be a hard sell for McElwain and 
staff. 

— By JC Shurburtt 

247Sports 


2016 NEEDS 


Commitiments 


2a7sron7s COMPOSITE 
2 3 16 0 


Average Stars 


Total Stars 70 


National Rank: 21 SEC: 10 


Rayshad Jackson OB 62 215 OOO Miami Norland 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 129 outside linebacker and No. 267 prospect in Florida according 
to the 247Sports Composite. ..Participated in the 2014 Miami-Dade North vs. South All-Star 
game. 


CeCe Jefferson SDE 62 2% @G666 Glen Saint Mary Baker County Senior 
U.S. Army All-American...Ranked as the nation’s No. 7 prospect overall, No. 2 strongside 
defensive end and No. 4 prospect in Florida according to the 247Sports Composite. ..Had 68 
tackles, 22 tackles for loss and 17.5 sacks as a junior. 


Kylan Johnson S$ 63 22 ooo Dallas, TX Skyline 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 89 safety and No. 142 prospect in Texas according to the 
247Sports Composite...Passed for 2,456 yards and 36 touchdowns and ran for 377 yards 
and 10 scores as a senior. 


Fredrick Johnson 1 66 Wi ooo West Palm Beach Royal Palm Beach 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 140 offensive tackle and No. 186 prospect in Florida according to the 
247Sports Composite. ..Named second-team all-state.. Originally committed to Virginia Tech. 


Tyler Jordan OC 64 e000 dacksonville Bishop Kenny 
Under Armour All-American...Ranked as the nation's No. 396 prospect overall, No. 7 center 
and No. 57 prospect in Florida according to the 247Sports Composite...Class 5A All-State 
first team. 


Camrin Knight TE 64 25 O6O6 Tallahassee Lincoln 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 28 tight end and No. 99 prospect in Florida according to the 
247Sports Composite...Had 24 catches for 335 yards with five touchdowns in high school. 


D'Antemee McGriff RB OG-1 6006 Tallahassee Tallahassee Leon 
Under Armour All-American...Ranked as the nation’s No. 273 prospect overall, No. 21 run- 
ning back and No. 37 prospect in Florida according to the 247Sports Composite...Won the 
Charlie Ward Offensive Player of the Year Award after junior season. .. Originally committed to 
Auburn. 


Brandon Sandifer 06 64 35 GOG Wamer Robins, GA Northside 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 40 offensive guard and No. 69 prospect in Georgia according to 
the 247Sports Composite... Named Class AAAAA All-State first team as a senior. 


Jordan Scarlett RB 5-10 2022 OO00 Fort Lauderdale St. Thomas Aquinas 
U.S. Army All-American...Ranked as the nation’s No. 118 prospect overall, No. 12 running 
back and No. 19 prospect in Florida according to the 247Sports Composite...Rushed for 
1,224 yards and 24 touchdowns as a senior... Originally committed to Miami. 


Chris Williamson 61 190 GOO Gainesville, GA Gainesville 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 44 athlete and No. 39 prospect in Georgia according to the 
247Sports Composite... Class 5A first-team all-state selection...Chose the Gators over 
Michigan, North Carolina, Cal and others. 


Jabari Zuniga SDE 63 25 OOO Marietta, GA Sprayberry 
Ranked as the nation's No. 35 strongside defensive end and No. 68 prospect in Georgia 
according to the 247Sports Composite...Originally committed to NC State. 
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PLAYER PROFILE 


Robinson Hopes to Flourish in New Offense 


ew Florida coach Jim McElwain 
N knows a thing or two about produc- 

tive receivers. A year ago he helped 
Colorado State receiver Rashard Higgins 
lead the nation with 1,750 receiving yards 
and 17 touchdowns. 

The strategy McElwain put together on 
his weekly call sheet to help Higgins get 
there was fairly straightforward. 

“It’s. pretty simple,” McElwain said. 
“There’s this column that says ‘Get it 
to.’ That means get it to the guy that can 
score.” 

Taking over a Florida program that has 
had its issues scoring over the past five 
years, one of McElwain’s top priorities 
this spring was identifying his ‘get it to’ 
guys. It didn’t take long. Junior receiver 
Demarcus Robinson immediately jumped 
to the forefront, fresh off a 2014 season 
that saw him finish fifth in the Southeast- 
ern Conference with 810 yards and seven 
touchdowns. 

“D-Rob is a guy that’s got a little some- 
thing-something to him,” McElwain said. 
“He’s a guy we've got to take advantage of 
and get the ball to in certain situations. He 
is an explosive capability guy and has be- 
come more consistent as he’s gone. That’s 
been good to see.” 

Robinson hasn't always been the 
quickest to pick up the finer details of the 
playbook, which contributed to a rather 
pedestrian freshman season. But he went 
hard to work in the offseason following 
a lackluster 2013 campaign determined 
to make his mark as a sophomore. He 
worked extensively with his uncle, Mar- 
cus Robinson, a 10-year NFL veteran as 
a receiver. 

The extra work jump-started his ca- 
reer at Florida, with a 15-catch, 216- 
yard outing against Kentucky early in 
the year highlighting his breakout 2014 
season. 

“He taught me a lot of things about catch- 
ing, just small details like how to catch the 
ball when it’s above you, when it’s below 


rte 


DEMARCUS ROBINSON 


details that he teaches me.” 


: BEST AND BRIGHTEST 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 


: CB VERNON HARGREAVES III 
? Returns for junior year 
? after being named a 

? unanimous first-team 
? All-SEC selection in 

? 2014. ... Was third in 

? the SEC with 16 passes 


: defended. ... Finished as 

? a Chuck Bednarik Award semifinalist. ... 

: Intercepted a pass in the end zone late in the 
? fourth quarter of the Birmingham Bowl victory 
? to seal the win. ... Intercepted three passes for 


" } the second straight year. 


: EMERGING STAR 


: Speedy 5-9, 181-pound ath- 
: lete started at running 

: back but moved to 

: receiver near end of 

: freshman year. ... 

: Averaged 10.2 yards per 
: catch in final two games. ... 


WR BRANDON POWELL 


: Scored his first receiving touchdown in the 

: Birmingham Bowl. ... Was the Broward County 
: 8A-7A-6A Player of the Year in the state of 

: Florida in 2013. ... Racked up 2,080 all-pur- 

: pose yards and 23 touchdowns as a senior in 
: high school. ... Started twice as a true fresh- 

: man. 

you,” Robinson said. “Just different small 


Robinson stays in touch with his uncle, : 
looking for any edge he can get to become : 
: RB JORDAN SCARLETT 
The attention to detail has certainly paid : 
off. Everyone, from coaches to players, be- : 
lieves Robinson is poised for an even big- : 
ger 2015 season. The guys going against : 
him every day in practice have no doubt : 
the kind of boost he’ll provide the passing : 


an even better playmaker for the Gators. 


game. 


? Lane for major carries right 


“He’s real athletic, fast; he’s just got it : 
all,” cornerback Quincy Wilson said. “That's : 
good work for me in practice. They all give : 
me good work, but | feel like he’s the best : 
: downs in his senior season. ... Also ran track 


one.” 


TOP NEWCOMER 


Four-star prospect from Fort 
Lauderdale, Fla. ... Played 733 
in U.S. Army All- fh, 
American Bow! Game. 
... Will compete with 
Kelvin Taylor and Adam 


away. ... Earned first-team all-state honors as 
a senior after helping lead St. Thomas Aquinas 
to a Class 7A state title. ... Rushed for 1,124 
yards on 143 carries and scored 24 touch- 


in high school. 


For more coverage visit lindyssports.com/college-foothall/sec/florida : 
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Your Team. All the Time. 
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twitter.com/247 Sports 247Sports.com.  facebook.com/247Sports 


GEORGIA 


@G BULLDOGS 


For more coverage of the Bulldogs, visit georgia.247Sports.com 
STADIUM: Sanford Stadium: 92,746 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Brian Schottenheimer 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Jeremy Pruitt 


HEALTHY BULLDOGS STRONG DESPITE QUESTIONS AT QUARTERBACK 


SCHEDULE 


ark Richt enters his 15th season versity. There’s going to be issues. How do Date Opponent ‘14 Record 
ME: Georgia with 136 wins, just five we handle that? In years past, I think we've Sept. 5 ULM 4-8 

shy of moving past Wallace Butts responded well. Things don’t always go your Sept. 12 at Vanderbilt 3-9 
as the second-winningest coach in school way in a game or in a season. You have to Sept. 19 SOUTH CAROLINA 7-6 
history behind Vince Dooley. Richt'’s winning figure out a way.” Sept. 26 SOUTHERN 9-4 
percentage of 73.9 is best among all Georgia OFFENSE Oct. 3 ALABAMA 12-2 
coaches who coached at least 30 games. 

Last season’s 10-3 mark gave Richt his Aside from wanting to add some depth at Seep St Tomgsoan fe8 
ninth season of 10 or more wins and his receiver, the Bulldogs really have only two Oct. 17 MISSOURI 11-3 
eighth top 10 finish in the polls. The Bull- unsettled positions on offense. They just so Oct. 31 vs. Florida (Jacksonville) 7-5 
dogs finished in the top three twice, and in _ happen to be two critical positions. Nov. 7 KENTUCKY 5-7 
2012 they came within one play of beating “Yeah, the QB and center — right up the Nov, 14 at Auburn 8-5 
Alabama and earning a spot in the national _ gut,” Richt said. Nov. 21 GEORGIA SOUTHERN 9-3 
championship game. “Very important guys that make a lot of Nov. 28 GEORGIA TECH 11-3 


Nice, but you know that’s: not enough to 
satisfy many Georgia fans. 

Or Richt himself. 

“That’s not the destination that we were 


decisions at the line of scrimmage. Guys that 
have a very strong leadership role, historical- 
ly. So yeah, it’s going to be a very important 
task to replace those guys and get the right 


RESULTS 


fighting for,” Richt said. “There’s 110 other guys in there.” Ww CLEMSON 45-21 
teams that would like to be in the top 10. But Brice Ramsey, Faton Bauta and Jacob Park L at South Carolina 35-38 
our goal isn’t to be in the top 10. Our goal is _ will extend their competition at quarterback 
to win a championship.” into preseason practice. Richt indicated that Ww TROY 66-0 
Despite turnover on the offensive staff, the separating factors may not be skills, but W TENNESSEE 35-32 
with Brian Schottenheimer replacing coor- how well they master the new offense under w VANDERBILT 44-17 
dinator Mike Bobo, and at quarterback, the Brian Schottenheimer. W at Missouri 34-0 
program overall is as healthy as it has been in “They all have the ability to throw the : 
years. The offensive line could be one of the __ ball the way we want it to be thrown,” w vs. Arkansas (Little Rock) 45-32 
best in the country, and Nick Chubb is cer- Richt said. L vs. Florida (Jacksonville) 20-38 
tainly one of the best running backs in col- “They all are going to have to be able to Ww at Kentucky 63-31 
lege football. Coordinator Jeremy Pruitt has get us in the right run game, get us in the W AUBURN 34-7 
brought stability to the defense. right protections. We’re not just going to call 
Sure, there are questions. Is Brice Ramsey, a play and run it. We’re going to make sure Ww CHARLESTON SOUTHERN 55-9 
Faton Bauta or Jacob Park ready to handle the =the quarterbacks are putting us in the best L GEORGIA TECH 24-30 (0T) 
offense? Can they develop depth at receiver possible situation to have success, That takes Belk Bowl 
behind Malcolm Mitchell? Will the defense a guy who’s sharp, a guy who studies, a guy w Ja: Louisville 37-14 


be able to stop the run and defend deep- 
threat receivers? 

“) think our job as coaches, one of our jobs, 
is to find a way,” Richt said. 

“Find our strengths and play to those 
strengths, and also find the weaknesses we 
have and work like mad to get better. There’s 
more than one way to do it. You’ve got to 
find out what our team does best, what gives 
us the best chance to win, so that’s what we 
focus on.” 

Richt is always confident. 

“My mindset is when we hook it up, 
we're going to be prepared to do what it 
takes to get the job done, and that’s every 
week,” Richt said. “There’s going to be ad- 


who will prepare, a guy that can handle the 
pressure of the job.” 

Even after a starter is named, the starter 
and backups will be closely watched to see 
how they handle their roles. Richt admit- 
ted that what they see in practice might not 
translate into game performance. 

“Tf you establish who the starter is and ev- 
erybody is getting reps throughout the week 
and throughout the season, they’re not quite 
the same as the ones when you're trying to 
determine whether you become the next 
starter or not. There’s a little more pressure 
put on them,” Richt said. 

“We're not going to sit here and predict 
how the starter does. He may have a great go 


10-YEAR 
WINNING TREND 


nn © © © FH OB 0 10 
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AT A GLANCE 


Athens, Ga. 


10-3, 6-2 SEC (2nd, East) 


Mark Richt — At Georgia and overall: 
136-48, 14 years 


14; 6 offense, 6 defense, punter, kicker 


RB Nick Chubb, RB Sony Michel, 

WR Malcolm Mitchell, OT John Theus, 
OLB Jordan Jenkins, OLB Leonard Floyd, 
DE Lorenzo Carter 


The running game is powerful with an 
experienced and talented offensive line 
along with Chubb and Michel. Mitchell, 
WR Justin Scott-Wesley and TE Jeb 
Blazevich are reliable receivers. The line- 
backers are fast and play with high 
motors. Jenkins, Floyd and Carter are as 
good as you will find. The defensive line 
lacks star quality, but is deep. 


The run defense must improve dramati- 
cally, and they are going to have to find 
some inside linebackers to replace Ramik 
Wilson and Amarlo Herrera. There’s plenty 
of talent in the middle. It’s just inexperi- 
enced. The secondary remains a question 
mark. It’s impossible to know how 
Ramsey, Faton Bauta or Jacob Park will 
handle running the offense, especially on 
the road. Someone needs to step up at 
receiver and take pressure off Mitchell. 


QB Hutson Mason, RB Todd Gurley, 
LB Ramik Wilson, LB Amarlo Herrera, 
CB Damian Swann 


Georgia's overall talent level is as good as 
it has been in several years. The offensive 
line and a talented group of backs should 
help take some pressure off the quarter- 
back. Still, Georgia’s offense is built around 
the quarterback and, for the first time 
since Richt came to Athens, there’s a new 
offensive coordinator. Another 10-win sea- 
son is very possible. Whether the Dawgs 
can work their way into the playoffs will 
depend on the quarterback play. 


Rushing touchdowns last season for 
Georgia, one off the school record, set 
by the 1971 team. 


LEONARD FLOYD 


of it or he may not. That’s why it is going 
to be important who that second-team guy 
is.” 

Isaiah Wynn and Hunter Long both 
seem capable of replacing three-year start- 
ing center David Andrews. 

The rest of the offense is set. The most 
notable is tailback Nick Chubb, who was 
sensational after Todd Gurley was sus- 
pended and then injured. Sony Michel is 
another exciting back who will play a big- 
ger role this year. 

The line is experienced and talented 
with tackle John Theus and guard Bran- 
don Kublanow on the left side, and guard 
Greg Pyke and tackle Kolton Houston on 
the right. Tight end Jeb Blazevich made 
some big catches as a freshman and 
should be an improved blocker after add- 
ing strength. 

Malcolm Mitchell and Justin Scott-Wes- 
ley are talented receivers. Isaiah McKenzie 
and Reggie Davis need to be more depend- 
able to add depth. 
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SCOUTING REPORT: Offense 


POS 
0B 


STARTER 

Brice Ramsey 

Nick Chubb* 
Quayvon Hicks 
Malcolm Mitchell 
Justin Scott-Wesley 
Jeb Blazevich* 
John Theus* 
Brandon Kublanow* 
Isaiah Wynn 

Greg Pyke* 

Kolton Houston* 
Marshall Morgan* 


*Returning Starter in Bold 


STARTER 
Sterling Bailey 
John Atkins 
James DeLoach 
Jordan Jenkins* 
Reggie Carter 
Tim Kimbrough 
Leonard Floyd* 
Aaron Davis* 
Malkom Parrish 
Quincy Mauger* 
Dominick Sanders* 
Collin Barber* 


YR. 
So. 
So. 


Sr. 
Sr. 


COMMENT 

Only QB on roster with any meaningful experience. 
Powerful, explosive, elusive — has no weakness. 
Punishing blocker retums from TE. 

Showed flashes late in ‘14 of great play-making. 
Dawgs need him to realize enormous potential. 
Great hands and runs well after catch. 

Excellent pass protector and run blocker. 
Third-year starter plays with a nasty temperament. 
Great feet, could switch with Kublanow. 
Developing into one of the top OGs in SEC. 
Granted sixth year of eligibility by the NCAA. 

Made 32 of 36 FGs inside the 40 in three years. 


COMMENT 

Has been steady and dependable. 

Will be pushed hard by Trent Thompson. 

Will split time with Josh Dawson. 

High energy pass-rusher is leaner. 

Finally healthy and has opportunity to star. 

Very physical tackler on the inside. 

Great pass rusher can also drop in coverage. 
Former walk-on has steadily improved. 

Had a solid spring, but being pushed. 

One of the more mature leaders in the secondary. 
Had three picks and retuned a fumble for TD. 
Four-year vet; had 11 punts inside opponents’ 20. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
F. Bauta, Je/J. Park, Fr. 
Sony Michel, So. 
Christian Payne, So. 
Isaiah McKenzie, So. 
Reggie Davis, Jr. 

Jay Rome, Sr. 

Kendall Baker, Fr. 
Dyshon Sims, So. 
Hunter Long, Sr. 

Josh Cardiello, So. 
Billy Seward, So. 
Patrick Beless, Sr. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Joseph Ledbetter, So. 
Chris Mayes, Sr. 

Josh Dawson, Sr. 
Lorenzo Carter, So. 
Natrez Patrick, Fr. 
Jake Ganus, Sr. 
Chuks Amaechi, Jr. 
Devin Bowman, Sr.* 
Tramel Terry, So. 
Jarvis Wilson, Fr. 
Jonathan Abram, Fr. 
Rodrigo Blankenship, Fr. 


*Returning Starter in Bold 


DEFENSE 


The strength of the defense is the line- 
backers. The pass rush from the outside 
‘backers helped compensate for weaknesses 
elsewhere. Leonard Floyd had six sacks, Jor- 
dan Jenkins had five and Lorenzo Carter re- 
corded 4.5. With Jenkins and Floyd having 
seniority, Carter technically isn’t a starter. 
But he might end up being the best player 
on the defense, so there will be plenty of 
packages featuring all three. 

Carter and Jenkins can line up at end, 
while Floyd can play inside. The flexibility 
will make it even tougher for opponents to 
know who to block. 

“Lorenzo Carter is going to be one of the 
greatest defensive players to come through 
this university,” said Jenkins. “He’s a young 
man that’s gifted athletically, gifted men- 
tally. He’s just got all the tools you want in 
a kid. The sky’s the limit for that guy.” 

Junior college transfer Chuks Amaechi 
has forced his way into the rotation, and 


Davin Bellamy will play if his shoulder 
allows him to. 

On the inside, there’s little experience — 
Amarlo Herrera and Ramik Wilson hardly 
came off the field the last two seasons — 
but plenty of talent. Junior Reggie Carter 
was poised to start two years ago before suf- 
fering a knee injury. 

Junior Tim Kimbrough leads the com- 
petition for the other starting spot. Senior 
Jake Ganus does have experience, having 
started at UAB. Ryne Rankin is another 
junior who has overcome injuries. Fresh- 
men Natrez Patrick made an impact in the 
spring, and Roquan Smith may be too tal- 
ented to keep off the field. 

There’s no shortage of linemen, but 
how they will sort out remains to be seen. 
There’s the steady veteran and the phenom 
in Sterling Bailey and Trent Thompson, 
respectively. Beyond that, there will prob- 
ably be a rotation with John Atkins and 
Chris Mayes at nose, Josh Dawson, James 
DeLoach, as well as brothers Jonathan 
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NDS Rank: No. 4 OLB in class of 2017 

The 3-4 scheme has helped pad the statistics of several edge rushers from Georgia in 
recent years, but few boast Floyd’s raw tools. While sporting a relatively lanky frame, Floyd 
shows surprising power in his hands and complements it with burst off the edge, agility to 
avoid blockers and a relentless motor. 


NDS Rank: No. 1 OLB in class of 2016 

While Floyd is the most talented of Georgia’s pass rushers, Jenkins has been the most reli- 
able to this point, steadily improving his tackle production the past three seasons. Jenkins 
isn’t as lanky as Floyd, but his compact frame and good strength at the point of the attack 
make him stouter against the run. Jenkins has been a productive pass rusher but doesn’t 
possess elite agility and closing speed. 


NDS Rank: No. 2 RB in class of 2018 

He rushed for 1,323 yards and 12 touchdowns over the final eight games in 2014, including 

a season-high 266 yards and two scores in the Belk Bowl. Although his compact frame indi- 
cates raw power, Chubb also shows excellent vision, balance and lateral cuts to elude defend- 
ers. Not eligible for the NFL until 2017, but Chubb has the look of a future early round pick. 


and Joseph Ledbetter at the ends. The 
Dawgs prefer the committee approach, 
but would like to see a few guys assert 
themselves. 

The Dawgs must improve against the 
run. The common denominator in all three 
losses last season was their inability to stop 
the run. 

The secondary has been a revolving door 
in recent years. Despite losing cornerback 
Damian Swann and having no star-caliber 
players, the secondary might actually be 
more stable. Strong safety Quincy Mauger 
has become a leader and free safety Domi- 
nick Sanders has big-play ability. Corner- 
backs Aaron Davis and Malkom Parrish 
have plenty of game experience, but they 
will be challenged. 

The Dawgs have several freshmen, 
plus sophomore Tramel Terry, who have 
the ability to win starting jobs. One glar- 
ing weakness is the absence of a corner 
that can cover the league’s best receivers 


— Rob Rang, NFLDraftScout.com 


man-to-man, 


Whether it was the result of coaching 
changes, better players or maybe just bet- 
ter luck, Georgia’s special teams enjoyed a 
resurgent season in 2014. That should con- 
tinue with most of the specialists returning. 

They are led by an explosive tandem 
of kick returners — Isaiah McKenzie (aka 
The Human Joystick) and Reggie Davis. 
McKenzie had three returns for touchdown 
— two punts, one kickoff. They’re not 
afraid to have Sony Michel return kickoffs 
as well. 

Marshall Morgan was a little inconsis- 
tent last year (16 of 21 field-goal attempts) 
but has made a number of big kicks. Senior 
Collin Barber has a strong leg, but has been 
even more inconsistent than Morgan. 


Whoever wins the quarterback job, at 


least his starting debut won’t be so daunt- 
ing. After opening with Clemson the last 
two seasons, the Dawgs get a breather this 
year with Louisiana-Monroe visiting Ath- 
ens. That’s followed by a trip to Vanderbilt. 
But so much for the lenient schedule. 

Two of the next three games are against 
South Carolina and Alabama (with a softie 
against Southern in-between). Then comes 
the first huge road test against Tennessee 
in Knoxville. Missouri comes to Athens in 
what could be a battle for first in the East 
Division. 

The Dawgs get a week off before begin- 
ning the traditional home stretch against 
Florida, followed by a home game against 
improving Kentucky, and tough road 
games against Auburn and Georgia Tech, 
with Georgia Southern in the middle. 

— Guerry Clegg 
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NOTEBOOK 


hile new offensive coordinator Brian 
\\) settee philosophy is very 

similar to what Georgia has been running, 
there still has been new terminology, as well as 
some new plays. 

“As far as the things that we're doing, it married 
up very well,” coach Mark Richt said. 

“There's a learning curve for everybody to a cer- 
tain degree. But it's healthy. I'm enjoying it. Learning 
some new things. There’s a lot of things that we’ve 
been doing that kind of the proof’s in the pudding on 
the film. Coach Schotty really likes it, so we're just 
kind of melding everybody's ideas together where it 
makes sense for everybody.” 

Richt said the offense adapts every year. 

“Let's say the staff didn’t change at all. Normally, 
you're going to go visit somebody and learn new 
ideas. When you change staff, you got guys that live 
in-house that maybe you would otherwise go visit. 
So you get a chance to exchange those ideas and 
have it all come together where it makes the most 
sense for us.” 

© Offensive line coach Rob Sale replaced Will 
Friend, who went with coordinator Mike Bobo to 
Colorado State. Wide receivers coach Tony Ball sur- 
prisingly left for LSU, so Thomas Brown returned 
home from Wisconsin as running backs coach, with 
Bryan McClendon moving back to receivers coach. 

The changes were not limited to the offense. 
Richt hired Mark Hocke from Alabama to head 
the strength and conditioning program. There was 
a new focus on running and adding muscle bulk. 

Senior left tackle John Theus was asked to 
describe Hocke. 

“Wild,” he said. “The energy level has just sky- 
rocketed. It’s really made workouts fun.” 

* Richt was selected to the newly formed NCAA 
Division | Football Oversight Committee in April. He is 
the only head coach on the 12-person group, charged 
with “prioritizing enhancement of the student-athlete 
educational experience (academically and athleti- 
cally), and in doing so, promote student-athletes’ 
personal growth and leadership development.” 


OPPOSING COACHES VIEW 


° On the defense: “Jeremy Pruitt (in his second 
year as defensive coordinator) said last year he had 
the worst collection of defensive backs he ever had to 
coach. He said he inherited defensive backs that 
weren't SEC-caliber. But he’s taken the bull by the 
horns on defense and he will lean on some young guys 
in the secondary. | think those two guys at outside 
linebacker (Leonard Floyd, Jordan Jenkins) are tal- 
ented, but not superstars. | think they are a product of 
the recruiting machine and hype.” 

* On the offense: “They lose one of the best run- 
ning backs in the country, but they’ve got Nick Chubb. 
When's the last time you saw Georgia without a great 
running back? ... Georgia and Alabama have new 
quarterbacks, but the difference is, Alabama’s new 
quarterback was coached by the same coach last year. 
Georgia has a new offensive coordinator. Advantage 
Alabama.” 
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BULLDOGS SPRING ROSTER 


Quarterbacks Pos, HL Wh Yr Hometown 67 Michael Scutlin OG 6-2 285 So. Cumming 
10 Faton Bauta QB 6-3 218 Jr West Palm Beach, FL 58 Billy Seward 0G 6-3 270 So. Watkinsville 
7 Jacob Park 0B 6-4 202 Fr  GooseCreek,SC_ 74 ThomasSwilley 0G 6-3 301 So. Athens 
12 Brice Ramsey QB 6-3 216 So, Kingsland Defensive Linemen Pos. Ht Wk = Yr. Hometown 
2__ Sam Vaughn QB 6-3 188 Fr _—FortPierce,FL_ ©» 97 _John Atkins DT 6-4 300 So. Thomson, GA 
Running Backs Pos, HL Wt Yr Hometown 89 James DeLoach oT 6-3 276 St Millen 
27_ Nick Chubb RB 5-10 228 So. Cedartown 53 LamontGaillard DT 6-2 305 Fr. Fayetteville, NC 
22 Brendan Douglas AB 5-11 213 dr Augusta 58. Sterling Bailey DE 6-3 280 Sr Gainesville 
4 KelthMarshall RB 5-11 215 Sr. Raleigh, NC 91 Josh Dawson DE 6-4 266 Sr, Tucker 
1_ Sony Michel RB 5-11 208 So. _Plantation, FL_gB Joseph Ledbetter. DE 6-4 240 So. Atlanta 
35 AJ. Turman RB 6-0 212 So. Orlando, FL_ 93 Chris Mayes NT 6-4 317. Sr. Griffin 
33._Detric Bing-Dukes FB 6-0 230 FF. Atlanta Linebackers Pos. Ht Wt. _Yr. Hometown 
39 Dominic Bryan FB 6-0 «6244 Jr. Germantown, MD 45 Reggie Carter LB OOG1 231s Ur. Snellville 
44 Cameron Faulkner FB 5-11 231 Sr. Snellville 57 John Huff LB OG-1 220 Sr. Watkinsville 
oN a eS a Blackshear 42 TimKimbrough LB 6-0 230 Jr. _Indianapolis, IN 
A Chutes Paynes SFB ell» 2225 Athens 3g Ryne Rankin WB 61 215 J. Orlando, FL 
46_Glenn Welch Fo_6-3 280 _S0. Jesup 32. Ridge Underwood LB 6-2 227 J Moultrie 
Wide Receivers Pos. Ht Wh. Yr. Hometown 17. Davin Bellamy OLB 6-5 240 So. Chamblee 
et El Yarnell 44 Keyon Brown OLB 6-3. 247 Fr Wauchula, FL 
Al A a ee Noreross 
el a Miami, FL 4 Leonard Floyd OLB 6-4 230d Eastman 
a eee a Be Snellville 59 Jordan Jenkins OLB 6-3 252 Sr. Hamilton 
25 Ben Souther WR 6-2 207 Sr Gainesville iF habatins WaNee oa saat 
a a 
ae 50 Johnny O'Neal OLB 6-2 240 Jr Dublin 
81_ Reggie Davis FLK 6-0 170 Jr. Tallahassee, FL . a 
38 Clay Johnson FIK 61 172. Je Calhoun Defensive Backs Pos. Ht Wt Yr. Hometown 
Pike Tihs Tae ey ee Lithonia 31 Shattle Fenteng DB 6-2 187 Jr. Loganville 
25 Malcolm Mitchell SE 6-1 195 Sx Valdosta «1+ -MalkomParrish _0B_ 5-10 104 0, —— 
86. Justin Scott-Wesley SE S11 210 Sr Camila “Dominick Sanders DB 60 167 60. — 
9 KennethTowns SE 6-3 205 J i ee Ee en maaee 
Tight Ends Pos. Ht Wt = Yr. Hometown 10_Nennar Danlels-Jobnson GB 62 182_ Sr, Miami, Fi. 
83 Jeb Blazevich TE 6-5 232 So. Charlotte, nc 99_Aaron Davis Sa cocunt ony 
41. Jared Chapple 1 64 27 we Alpharetta 9 Reggie Wilkerson CB 5-11 181 So. Citra, FL 
85 ‘srt Davis TE 64 230 rT) Thomson 23 JonahGuinn FS 6-0 196 Jr Walnut Grove 
88 Joseph Ledbetter TE 6-4 235 So. Atlanta 18 Jesse Jones FS 6-0 191 Sr. Alto 
87. Jay Rome TE 6-6 248 Sr. Valdosta 20_QuincyMauger FS 6-0 199 Marietta 
Offensive Linemen Pos. Ht WL Yr Hometown 19 Javonte'Nelson FS 5-11 198 Sr. Wrens _ 
65 KendallBaker OL 6-6 310 Fr. Atlanta 16 JamesDavis_ _—SS_5-11_ 199 Sr. Baconton 
64 JakeEdwards OL 6-4 273 Fr, Franklin 36 DevinGillespie _SS_ 5-10 182_ Jr Grayson 
56 DyshonSims OL 6-4 302 So. Valdosta 28 TramelTery _—SS_6-0_ 197 So. _Goose Greek, SC 
77 Isaiah Wynn OL 6-2 283 So. St. Petersburg, FL Specialists Pos. Ht Wt Yr Hometown 
57. Alex Essex OT 6-5 269 Fr. Richmond, VA 32. Collin Barber P 6-2 208 Sr ___ Cartersville 
75  Kolton Houston OT 6-5 287 Sr Buford 93 Patrick Beless PK 5-9 162 Sr. Atlanta 
68 ‘Eddie MeQuillen OT 6-8 286 Sr. Newnan 13 MarshallMorgan PK 6-3 200 Sr. Ft. Lauderdale, FL 
71 John Theus OT 6-6 313 Sr __Jacksonvill,FL_-«94 Thomas Pritchard PK 5-10 165 Jr Louisville 
70 Auiden Bynum OG 6-5 276 So. __ Valdosta 90 Tanner Stumpe PK 5-8 161° Fr Albany 
60 Josh Cardielio 0G 6-3 297 So. Buford 56 John Courson SN 5-11 189 Fr. Athens 
54 Brandon Kublanow OG 6-3 294 Jr. Marietta 69 Trent Frix SN 6-0 209 Jr Calhoun 
66 Hunter Long 0G 6-4 302 Sr. Memphis, TN 59 Matthew Herzwurm SN 6-0 225 So. Augusta 
73. Greg Pyke 06 6-6 321 Jr Baltimore, MD 49 Nathan Theus SN 6-3 236 Sr. Jacksonville, FL 
wc Name GP Effic Cmp Att Int Pet Yards TD Long Avg/G 
PASSING H.Mason 13 155.74 188 277 4 67.9 2168 21 48 1668 
— 41.6 
— : D 
cr RECEIVING M, Bennett 13 37 404 10.9 4 300031 
ow C. Conley 13 36 657 18.2 8 48 50.5 
Cl RRR pares ay A athe Deceased Mee Ror xi 
— TD Long Avg/G 
===) RUSHING 14 «83-:119.0 
— 9 51 151.8 
— 
| DEF. LEADERS Tackles: A. Herrera 115, R. Wilson 110, J, Jenkins 70 
— Tackles for loss: A. Herrera 10, J. Jenkins 9.5, L Floyd 8.5 
—~ = 


Sacks: L. Floyd 6, J. Jenkins 5, L. Carter 4.5 
Interceptions; D. Swann 4, Q. Mauger 4, D. Sanders 3 
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Trent Thompson 
Thompson was the No. 1 overall prospect in the 2015 class per 
247Sports Composite rankings for a reason: he's college-ready. 
The Albany (Ga.) Westover product has elite quickness, violent 
Mee ands, superior strength and any other attribute you'd like to 

) give a big-time defensive tackle. He also loves Georgia. That's 
important in today’s recruiting climate — that a prospect with 
talent understands what it means to be representing the pro- 
gram he signs with. Work ethic and drive will not be a problem 
here and Thompson could end up starting before the season is 
done. 


Chuks Amaechi 


Peels 


- —to grab immediate help at linebacker. The 6-3, 231-pound 
Amaechi will flat-out hit you and enrolled early at UGA, so 
there’s a great chance he sees the field this season for the 
Bulldogs and at least by 2016. 


, Terry Godwin 
\ The electric Godwin is a five-star recruit from Callaway High in 
= Hogansville, Ga. who can play either side of the ball and who 
/ will likely impact the return game from the get-go at UGA. His 
blinding speed and ability to make a defender miss in a phone 
booth make this 5-10, 160-pounder elite. 


3 NEWCOMERS OF IMPACT 


HL WL Stars Hometown School 


Johnathan Abram § 6&1 22 O66 Columbia, MS East Marion 
Enrolled in January...Ranked as the nation’s No. 46 safety and No. 19 prospect in 
Mississippi according to the 247Sports Composite...Participated in Alabama-Mississippi 
All-Star Classic. 

OT 65 286 


Patrick Allen S600 _ Reisterstown, Franklin 
Semper Fidelis All-American, ..Ranked as the nation's No. 213 prospect overall, No. 18 
offensive tackle and No, 4 prospect in Maryland according to the 247Sports Composite. 


Chuks Amaechi 1B 6&3 20 Oooo Yuma, AZ — Arizona Westem College 
Enrolled in January...Ranked as the nation’s No. 69 JUCO prospect according to the 
247Sports Composite...2014 Second Team All-NJCAA selection. 


Deandre Baker $10 173 ooo Miami, FL Northwestern 
U.S. Army All-American... Ranked as the nation's No. 62 cornerback and No. 84 prospect in 
Florida according to the 247Sports Composite...All-state track performer. 


Michael Bamett SDE 65 258 @O600 Dorchester, St Woodland 
Enrolled in January...Ranked as the nation's No. 249 prospect overall, No. 15 strongside 
defensive end and No. 3 prospect in South Carolina according to the 247Sports Composite... 
Selected to the Shrine Bow! of the Carolinas. 

Waldor, MD 


dJuwuan Briscoe CB 60 182 ooo Thomas Stone 
Ranked as the nation's No. 40 cornerback and No. 9 prospect in Maryland according to the 
247Sports Composite. ..Had 27 tackles and four interceptions as a senior. 

Holy Cross 


Michael Chighu WR 62 211 O06 New Orleans, LA 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 380 prospect overall, No. 38 wide receiver and No. 18 prospect 
in Louisiana according to the 247Sports Composite...Caught 45 passes for 646 yards and 
six touchdowns as a senior. 

Atianta 


Kirby Choates $ H ii ooo Tri-cities 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 60 cornerback and No. 87 prospect in Georgia according to the 
247Sports Composite... Two-way player, had 222 rushing yards on nine carries with two 
touchdowns as a senior. 


Tae Crowder WR 63 ooo Hamilton 


Harris County 
Ranked as the nation's No. 211 wide receiver and No. 184 prospect in Georgia according to 
the 247Sports Composite...Rushed for 1,665 yards and 27 touchdowns with 204 yards 
receiving and two scores as a senior. 


Teny Godwin ATH «6-0 168 GOGOGS Hovansville Callaway 
Under Armour All-American...Ranked as the nation’s No. 28 prospect overall, No. 1 athlete 
and No. 4 prospect in Georgia according to the 247Sports Composite. .. Named 2014 All-USA 
first team by USA TODAY. 

Marist School 


Hardin O 67 26 OOO Atlanta 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 51 offensive tackle and No. 41 prospect in Georgia according to 
the 247Sports Composite...Named all-state and all-region. 


Jackson Te 66 20 OOOC Columbia, IN Columbia Central 
Enrolled in January,..Ranked as the nation's No. 191 prospect overall, No. 5 tight end and 
No. 8 prospect in Tennessee according to the 247Sports Composite...Semper Fidelis All- 


American. 

DaQuan Hawkins OT 64 25 ooo Atlanta Westlake 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 38 defensive tackle and No. 74 prospect in Georgia according to 
the 247Sports Composite...Two-way player, recorded 65 tackles, 16 tackles for loss and 


seven sacks as a senior. 
Tucker 


Jonathan SDE 64 25 O0600 

Enrolled in January...Under Armour All-American...Ranked as the nation’s No. 66 prospect 
overall, No. 5 strongside defensive end and No. 8 prospect in Georgia according to the 
247Sports Composite, 

Sam Madden o| 67 45 OOO Bamegat, NJ Bamegat 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 47 offensive tackle and No. 10 prospect in New Jersey according 
to the 247Sports Composite...Originally committed to Wisconsin...Helped lead team to four 
straight playoff appearances. 


) Georgia dipped into the junior college ranks — Arizona Western 


Deantre Baker 

Cornerback Deandre Baker (Miami, Fla./Northwestern) is 
young for his grade and has an extremely high ceiling. Baker 
was an outstanding camp evaluation by Bulldogs defensive 
coordinator Jeremy Pruitt and his best days of football are in 
front of him — in Athens, Ga. Baker's quick feet and length 
stand out from an evaluation standpoint. 


Georgia missed on top wide receiver targets Van Jefferson, Preston Williams and 
Darius Slayton during the 2015 cycle, so wide receiver is by far the most critical posi- 
tion of need heading into the 2016 cycle. Offensive line, inside linebacker and running 
back also are positions the Bulldogs will target. 
— By JC Shurburtt 
247Sports 


Commitiments 


2azsronrs COMPOSITE 
2 la 15 O 


Average Stars 


Total Stars 


National Rank: 6 SEC; 4 


Hometown School 
Gary McCrae OB 64 220 GOOG Coolitige Randolph Clay 
Ranked as the nation’s No, 322 prospect overall, No. 25 outside linebacker and No. 31 
prospect in Georgia according to the 247Sports Composite...All-state honorable mention... 
Also played basketball for Randolph Clay. 

Nashville, TN 


CB 60 190 SOOGG Ensworth 
U.S, Army All-American. ..Ranked as the nation’s No. 144 prospect overall, No. 20 cornerback 
and No. 6 prospect in Tennessee according to the 247Sports Composite...Helped lead team 
to state title as a junior. 
Natrez Patrick WOE 63 259 @O06  Allanta Mays 
Enrolled in January...U.S. Army All-American...Ranked as the nation's No. 88 prospect 
overall, No. 5 weakside defensive end and No. 10 prospect in Georgia according to the 
247Sports Composite...Named 2014 All-USA second team by USA TODAY. 


Chauncey Rivers WOE 62 247 @@660 __ Stone Mountain Stephenson 
Ranked as the nation's No. 149 prospect overall, No. 9 weak-side defensive end and No. 17 
prospect in Georgia according to the 247Sports Composite...Had 99 tackles, 19 tackles for 
loss, 10 sacks, five forced fumbles and an interception as a senior. 


Roundtree § 61195 8000 Evans 
Under Armour All-American...Ranked as the nation's No. 131 prospect overall, No. 5 safety 
and No. 15 prospect in Georgia according to the 247Sports Composite. ..Recorded 67 tackles 
and three interceptions with two returned for TDs as a senior. 
Hinds 6.0. 


DeVondre Seymour | 66 35 oOo 
Ranked as the nation’s No, 31 junior college prospect according to the 247Sports 
Composite...Signed with the Bulldogs in the 2013 class before attending Hinds C.C....Son 
of former Georgia and NFL lineman Richard Seymour. 

Montezuma Macon County 


Roquan Sm OB 62 27 SOOO 

Under Armour All-American...Ranked as the nation’s No. 47 prospect overall, No. 5 outside 
linebacker and No. 5 prospect in Georgia according to the 247Sports Composite. ..Switched 
from his signing day commitment to UCLA, but did not sign. 


Jayson Stanley WR 62 19% OOOO _ Faithum Creekside 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 246 prospect overall, No. 29 wide receiver and No. 25 prospect 
in Georgia according to the 247Sports Composite...Missed senior season due to ACL 
injury...Caught 41 passes for 817 yards and 16 touchdowns as a junior. 

Hallandale 


Juwan Taylor 1B 62 20 O90 Hallandale, FL 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 47 offensive tackle and No. 10 prospect in New Jersey according 
to the 247Sports Composite...Had 83 tackles and two interceptions as a senior. 


Trent Thompson 62 33 GOoO00 Westover 
247Sports Composite National Player of the year...U.S. Army All-American...Ranked as 
the nation’s No. 1 prospect overall, No. 1 defensive tackle and No. 1 prospect in Georgia 
according to the 247Sports Composite,..Named 2014 Defensive Player of the Year by LISA 
TODAY...Recorded 84 tackles, 36 tackles for loss, four sacks and an interception as a 
senior. 

D'Andre Walker WOE 62 29 OO00 Fairbum Langston Hughes 
U.S. Army All-American,..Ranked as the nation’s No. 121 prospect overall, No. 8 weakside 
defensive end and No. 13 prospect in Georgia according to the 247Sports Composite... 
Recorded 102 tackles and 23.5 sacks as a senior. 

Jarvis Wilson § 62 197 ooo Tupelo, MS Tupelo 
Enrolled in January...Ranked as the nation’s No. 61 safety and No. 21 prospect in Mississippi 
according to the 247Sports Composite. 

Shaquery Wilson ATH «66-3 19 GOO Miami, FL Coral Gables Senior 
Ranked as the nation's No. 37 athlete and No. 73 prospect in Florida according to the 
247Sports Composite. ..Helped lead team to 9-4 record as a senior. 

dustin Young oT 63 ooo Loganvilla Grayson 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 40 defensive tackle and No. 76 prospect in Georgia according to 
the 247Sports Composite...First-team all-state... Helped lead team to 10-2 record as a 
senior. 
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PLAYER PROFILE | 


: MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 


Focused Jenkins’ Returns to Lead Bulldogs 


ward returning for his senior year, even 

before last season started. A dominant 
performance against Tennessee convinced 
him to stay and play one more season 
under the new defensive staff headed by 
Jeremy Pruitt. 

“| realized, ‘Wow, these coaches really 
know what they’re doing,’” Jenkins said. 
“l’m getting good quality work with them. 
If | spent another year with them, the gain 
from that is just unbelievable.” 

“He came in with all the potential in 
the world,” said coach Mark Richt. “It just 
seemed like last year it really began to click. 
| think he knows he can improve, and he 
knows he has a chance to be pretty good. If 
he didn’t think he was getting better, if he’d 
thought he had maxed out, then I’m sure he 
would be gone. But! think he Knows he can 
improve and he’s got the desire to do that. 
He wants to take on a leadership role.” 

Jenkins hopes this season will be the 
payoff. Under a revamped offseason 
strength and conditioning program, Jen- 
kins trimmed about 2 percent body fat and 
gained 10 pounds of muscle. He feels like 
he has regained some of the explosive- 
ness that he had as a freshman, when he 
cracked the starting lineup midway through 
the season. 

“Just healthier weight that’s on me now,” 
Jenkins said. 

That could be scary for opposing quarter- 
backs and running backs. Jenkins already 
was one of the better outside linebackers 
in the SEC. 

“I’ve become more focused mentally and 
more confident in my game. I’m looking for- 
ward to the season; | just have to build that 
confidence even more. I’m looking forward 
to becoming even more dominant.” 

Jenkins has transformed from a quiet 
underclassman to being one of the team’s 
most vocal leaders. 

“| feel like I’m stepping into more of a 
leadership role. Before, | was the quiet guy. 
If somebody was slacking, | might say a 


J ordan Jenkins was already leaning to- 


JORDAN JENKINS 


Photo by Joe Robbins 


little word to him,” Jenkins said. 


little bit.” 


For more coverage visit lindyssports.com/college-football/sec/georgia 


BEST AND BRIGHTEST 


: RB NICK CHUBB 

? Pretty easy call here. 

? Chubb began his fresh- 
? man season fourth on 

? the depth chart. He 

? ended the season as 

? one of the best backs in 
? the country — 1,547 rushing 

? yards and 14 touchdowns. ... Chubb also 

: caught 18 passes last season. ... Chubb has 

? tremendous acceleration and strength to break 
? tackles, but also quick feet and excellent 

? vision to avoid contact. ... He finished the sea- 
? son with eight consecutive 100-yard perfor- 
mances, including two over 200. 


: EMERGING STAR 
: (B LORENZO CARTER 


? Carter is not exactly an 

? unknown. He started five 
? games as a freshman 

: and was third on the 

? team with 4.5 sacks 

? and second with 18 

: quarterback pressures. ... 
: But there’s a good chance Carter could sur- 

: pass Leonard Floyd and Jordan Jenkins and 

: become the Bulldogs’ best defensive player. ... 
: He's added some weight without losing speed. 
? ... He won the team’s Newcomer of the Year 

? Award last season, finishing with 41 tackles. 


: TOP NEWCOMER 
: DT TRENT THOMPSON 


: Many recruiting services, 

? including 247Sports, 

: rated Thompson as the 

? top high school signee 

: in the country. ... It just 
“| feel like now I’m getting more vocal. : 

Instead of leading by example, | lead by ex- 

ample AND I'll get into some guys if they’re 

not doing something right and I'll commend : 

some guys on their hard work, | just feel : 

like I'm embracing the leadership role a : 

: much-needed help in stopping the run, one 

? of Georgia’s weaknesses at times last year. 


Ez 
Peo 2% 


=3 


so happens that the 
Dawgs need help on the 
defensive line, so the opportunity will be there 
for him to play right away. ... At 313 pounds, 
Thompson has the size for a 3-4 nose, and 
he’s also quick and strong. He'll provide 
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KENTUCKY 


tk WILDCATS 


For more coverage of the Wildcats, visit kentucky.247Sports.com 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Shannon Dawson DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: D.J. Eliot STADIUM: Commonwealth Stadium: 67,942 


FASTER WILDCATS MOTIVATED TO REACH POSTSEASON SCHEDULE 


all it Kentucky's offseason of discontent. _ been led by Neal Brown, now the head coach Date Opponent ‘14 Record 
The players and coaches have had at Troy. Sept. 5 LOUISIANA 9-4 
a long time to ponder that they were And even though both Dawson and Brown Sept. 12 at South Carolina 7-6 
one or two plays away (a dropped interception “fell out of the same tree,” joked Stoops of Sept. 19 FLORIDA 7-5 
at Louisville or an overtime stop at Florida) _ the “Air Raid” coaches, Dawson’s offense will Sept. 26 MISSOURI 11-3 
from potentially being the feel-good turn- try to take a more physical approach with Oct.3 EASTERN KENTUCKY 9-4 
around story of the Southeastern Conference. more runs and a more vertical passing game. Oct. 15 AUBURN 85 
Kentucky could've been the team that Defensively, the shift will be visible with a 
went from consecutive two-win seasons toa__ the graduation and NFL migration of ends Oct. 24 at Mississippl State 10-3 
bowl game. Bud Dupree and Za’Darius Smith and a more Oct. 31 TENNESSEE 76 
Starting the season 5-1 and spending most multiple, dynamic scheme. Nov. 7 at Georgia 10-3 
of it one win away from that unlikely bowl OFFENSE Nov. 14 at Vanderbilt 3-9 
eligibility made those final six consecutive Nov. 21 CHARLOTTE 5-6 
losses all the more painful. Kentucky returns almost all of its offen- Nov, 28 LOUISVILLE 9-4 


“We were one win away, a couple of plays 
away from a completely different season,” 
center Jon Toth said. “It's definitely a huge 
motivating factor to know we were right on 


sive production from last season, including 
starting quarterback Patrick Towles, leading 
rusher Stanley “Boom” Williams and leading 
receiver Ryan Timmons, but the Cats likely 


RESULTS 


the edge and we just need a little more to get _will look dramatically different. Ww TENNESSEE-MARTIN 59-14 
over the hump.” New coordinator Shannon Dawson has w OHIO 20-3 
It’s meant more and more offseason stories | Changed the way the quarterbacks drop back, 
of players sticking around on spring break to the way the offensive linemen stand and L at Florida 30-36 (3 OT) 
train or getting on the stationary bike late at | even the way the entire unit communicates WwW VANDERBILT 17-7 
night pondering the extra yard he didn’t get. during a game. Ww SOUTH CAROLINA 45-38 
All of that extra work is pointed toward The hope is that all of this will lead to fast- 
: : P 7 Ww ULM 48-14 
this season, when Kentucky will try to wear er play (Dawson’s stated goal is 85 plays per 
a new look in more ways than one. game) and more points. L at LSU 3-41 
It’s year three of the Mark Stoops era. Dawson, who had the same title at West L MISSISSIPPI STATE 31-45 
The Cats will open their season in a reno- _- Virginia, has two simple philosophies: To at- L at Missouri 10-20 
vated Commonwealth Stadium, complete tack a defense at its weakest point and then 
with luxury seating and a recruiting room. _ get the ball into his top playmakers’ hands as t GEORGIA S188 
Part of the $120 million in upgrades will bea many times as possible. L at Tennessee 16-50 
new turf field. “If you’ve got a really, really good player L at Louisville 40-44 


When the brand new luxury suite-own- 
ers look to their right, they'll be able to see a 
$45 million practice facility and fields taking 
shape for the next season. 

All of it is a part of the new-look Kentucky 
that all hope translates into the Cats’ first 
winning season since 2009. 

“They understand what we want from 
them,” Stoops said after his final spring prac- 
tice, which didn’t culminate in a spring game 
because of the stadium construction. “I think 
mentally we’re much stronger. Definitely feel 
like we're developing them to be a winning 
football team.” 

There will be a new look on the field, too, 
with a different offensive coordinator in 
Shannon Dawson. The former coordinator at 
West Virginia takes over the group that had 


and he leaves the game and he hasn’t touched 
the ball a lot and you lose, then you can only 
look in the mirror with that,” Dawson said. 

Towles wasn’t officially named the starter 
after competing in the spring with redshirt 
freshman Drew Barker. Towles spent much of 
his offseason perfecting his footwork to im- 
prove his accuracy on the intermediate plays. 

The extra work showed on the field in the 
spring and Stoops stopped just short of nam- 
ing the 12-game starter last season the starter 
for this season. 

“Really impressed with Patrick,” Stoops 
said after the final spring scrimmage. “He re- 
ally played very well Saturday. Made a lot of 
good decisions, got rid of the ball quickly. He 
was very accurate.” 

UK returns three running backs who 


10-YEAR 


WINNING TREND 
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AT A GLANCE 


LOCATION: 
Lexington, Ky. 


2014: 
5-7 overall, 2-6 SEC (6th, East) 


COACH: 
Mark Stoops — At Kentucky and overall: 
7-17, 2 years 


RETURNING STARTERS: 


17; 6 offense, 9 defense, kicker, punter 


PLAYERS 10 WATCH: 

QB Patrick Towles, RB Stanley “Boom” 
Williams, WR Ryan Timmons, 

LB Jason Hatcher, DT Melvin Lewis, 
LB Josh Forrest, LB Ryan Flannigan, 
SA.J. Stamps 


PRIMARY STRENGTH 

After never having a a complement of 
wide receivers or a completely comfort- 
able quarterback, UK seems to have 
both now for the first time in the Stoops 
era. Coupled with three proven running 
backs and a deeper, bigger offensive 
line, this could be a turning point season 
for the Cats’ offense. Linebackers and 
safeties should be stronger than in 
previous years. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 

How will UK replace two NFL Draft picks 
in Bud Dupree and Za’Darius Smith, 
bookends for the defensive line last sea- 
son? The answer is not in two players, 
but in many of them and a more pro- 
nounced move to a 3-4 defense. But for- 
mer role players are going to play much 
bigger roles. Size in the secondary has 
arrived, but will it be ready by opening 
day? 


KEY LOSSES: 

RB Braylon Heard, WR Javess Blue, 

WR Demarco Robinson, DE Bud Dupree, 
DE Za’Darius Smith, DT Mike Douglas, 
S Ashely Lowery 


OVERVIEW: 

Kentucky got close to a bowl game last 
year and is looking for that breakthrough 
in Stoops’ third season. Losing six 
straight to end last season just added 

to the offseason motivation. This time 
around, the Wildcats have more depth 
at key positions as the team looks to 
gather momentum started by the 
school’s commitment to facilities. 


KEY NUMBER: 
15 Interceptions last season for 
Kentucky, which had only three in 2013. 


yea 


ie 
Stanley ~ 
WILLIAMS 


JOSH FORREST 


Phiote by Mark Zerot-USA TODAY Sports 


showed promise last season — Williams (74 
carries, 486 yards and five touchdowns), 
Jojo Kemp (70 carries, 323 yards and four 
scores) and Mikel Horton (59 carries, 306 
yards and two TDs). 

They are running behind a bulked-up, 
much deeper line that returns all but one 
starter. 

Even though Kentucky was without sev- 
eral key receivers during the spring as they 
rehabbed from offseason surgeries, some 
potential playmakers are back in Timmons, 
Garrett Johnson (who is moving between 
slot and outside receiver spots), Dorian 
Baker and Blake Bone. 

UK also will see the return of sopho- 
mores Alexander Montgomery and Jeff Ba- 
det, who missed last season with injuries. 
They will be impact players this season. 


DEFENSE 


Kentucky’s defense lost seven players 
who played significant roles last season, 
including three veteran defensive linemen 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT 
QB Patrick Towles* Jr. 


TE C.J. Conrad 
LT _ Jordan Swindle* Sr. 
LG Zach West* 
C Jon Toth* Jr. 
RG Ramsey Meyers 
RT Kyle Meadows* So. 
PK Austin MacGinnis* 


*Returning Starter in Bold 


SCOUTING REPORT: Offense 


Started all 12 games last year; has worked to improve accuracy. Drew Barker, Fr. 
RB Stanley “Boom” Williams So. Led team in rushing as true frosh; had 3 TDs of 50-plus yards. Jojo Kemp, Jr. 


WR Garrett Johnson So. — Perhaps most versatile WR, makes plays on inside, outside. — Dorian Baker, So. 
WR Blake Bone So. Matured in offseason; offers key size at outside receiver spot. Thaddeus Snodgrass, Fr. 
WR Ryan Timmons* Jr. Led team in receiving despite numerous injuries. Jeff Badet, So. 


Fr. Versatile early enrollee with size, hands to contribute right away. Darryl Long, Fr. 
Two-year starter at RT moves to left side; vocal leader of line. 
Sr. Has been limited by shoulder issues, but should contribute plenty. — Nick Haynes, So. 
Started 23 straight games; QB calls him “real brains” of 0. 
So. Still adding size, is one of line's top run blockers. 

Team's top reserve OT last year, looking to claim starting spot. 
So. Set multiple school records in ‘14, including longest FG (54 yards). Miles Butler, Fr. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


Josh Krok, Fr. 


Zach Myers, Jr. 
Cole Mosier, So. 
George Asafo-Adjei, Fr. 


SCOUTING REPORT: Defense 


YR. COMMENT 
OT Cw. Johnson Sr. 
NT Melvin Lewis* Sr. 
DE Farrington Huguenin —Sr. 


*Returning Starter in Bold 


who started every game. 

“Those are tough guys to replace,” 
Stoops said of linemen like Bud Dupree, 
Za’Darius Smith and Mike Douglas. “Very 
good football players. Really were very ma- 
ture in their approach, the way they came 
to practice every day and prepared and 
kind of set the tone.” 

But most importantly, a huge portion of 
the UK pressure is out the door, including 
53.7 percent of its sacks last season, more 
than 35 percent of its tackles for loss and 
nearly half of its quarterback hurries. 

Those are big holes that can’t be filled 
with just one or two newcomers like red- 
shirt freshman Denzil Ware and junior Ja- 
son Hatcher, although they likely will play 
big parts. 

Replacing that experience will be less 
about who and more about “we” and 
scheme. 

While Stoops always has fancied himself 
as a 4-3 defensive coach, UK has tinkered 
plenty with a 3-4 in the past two seasons, 


Former JC standout was one of Cats’ top backups last year. Regie Meant, So. 
Only returning starter from last year's DL will be key anchor. 
Unheralded reserve last season made myriad big plays in spring. Courtney Miggins, Jr. 


LB Jason Hatcher* Jr. Hybrid player improving at playing aggressively. Jabari Johnson, Sr. 

LB Josh Forrest* Sr. Leading tackler in ‘14 (110); needs to improve run D. Nico Firios, Fr. 

LB Ryan Flannigan Sr. Started putting it all together at end of last season. Khalid Henderson, Sr.* 
LB Denzil Ware Fr. Aggressive scout team player will get chance at starting spot. Alvonte Bell, Jr. 

CB sFred Tiller* Sr, 2-year starter missed spring (injury), must fend off newcomers, Blake McClain, Jr.* 

CB Cody Quinn* Sr. Undersized, but has been at least a part-time starter last 2 years. Kendall Randolph, So. 
SS Marcus McWilson Jr. Coaches look for more consistency from key reserve last season. Mike Edwards, Fr. 

FS A.J, Stamps* Sr. Had four INTs last year after arrival from junior college. Darius West, Fr. 

P Landon Foster* Sr. Steady punter with good distance, hang time. Bryan Kirshe, Fr. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


Matt Elam, So.* 


and that is the direction the Cats are head- 
ed by hiring new outside linebackers coach 
Andy Buh. He is a former coordinator at 
places like Stanford, Nevada and Califor- 
nia. 

“Having him here allows you to focus on 
the small, small, small details and individu- 
alize coaching for each guy and make sure 
he understands everything he’s doing and 
why,” defensive line coach Jimmy Brum- 
baugh said of Buh. 

And being able to flip between alignments 
and schemes offers more flexibility and 
makes them harder to scout, Stoops said. 

“It’s just more balanced,” Stoops said 
of the 3-4 alignment. “You just look at it 
structurally, it’s more balanced on where 
you can bring movement and where you 
can bring pressures and changeups ... it 
gives us more flexibility in our disguise 
with our pressures.” 

While a work in progress, the UK defen- 
sive line has mainstays in seniors Melvin 
Lewis and Farrington Huguenin, who drew 
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Patrick Towles, QB, Redshirt Junior (6-5, 241, 4.88) 


NDS Rank: No. 22 QB in class of 2017 


but the physical skill-set is obvious. 


NDS Rank: No. 11 ILB in class of 2016 


TOP 3 NFL PROSPECTS 


Towles saw limited action as a true freshman before redshirting in 2013 and emerging as 
the starter in 2014. Despite Towles’ size, he is surprisingly athletic and possesses plenty of 
arm strength. With only one year as the starter under his belt, Towles has a long way to go, 


Josh Forrest, ILB, Redshirt Junior (6-3, 233, 4.84) 


Forrest took off at inside linebacker in 2014, pacing the Wildcats with 110 tackles, including 
eight for loss. Forrest's speed and aggression make him a nice fit in coach Mark Stoops’ 
scheme, but he needs to develop greater functional strength to shed blockers, and his rela- 
tive inexperience at the position is clear on tape, as he’s too often fooled by misdirection. 


A.J. Stamps, FS, Junior (6-0, 197, 4.58) 
NDS Rank: No. 18 FS in class of 2016 
Stamps, a receiver and cornerback at the JC level, led the Wildcats with four interceptions in 
2014 while playing safety. There is some concern as to Stamps’ best NFL position. His frame 
looks better suited to corner, but he appears to possess only fair speed. Perhaps not surpris- 
ingly, Stamps tracks the ball well and shows good vision and agility with the ball in his hands. 
— Rob Rang, NFLDraftScout.com 


high praise in the spring. 

Coaches also seem happy with the de- 
velopment of linebackers Josh Forrest and 
Ryan Flannigan, who are expected to an- 
chor the Cats’ defense. 

“Through the middle of our defense 
with the nose guard, the backers and up 
through the nickels dimes and safeties I 
feel like we're getting better,” Stoops said. 
“We need to continue to improve and get 
some depth outside at corner.” 

He’s doing what he can to help the sec- 
ondary, taking over the safeties in the de- 
fensive coaching shift. That group returns 
A.J. Stamps, who had a team-best four in- 
terceptions last season, as well as Marcus 
McWilson. Others like Darius West, Mike 
Edwards, Blake McClain and Kendall Ran- 
dolph will be shifted around, but will be 
important contributors. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


With the departure of Kentucky’s special 
teams coordinator Craig Naivar, Stoops 
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went a different direction. Instead of look- 
ing for a special teams guru to replace Nai- 
var, who left for Houston, Stoops looked 
for a defensive coach (outside linebackers 
coach Andy Buh) and then distributed 
special teams assignments throughout the 
staff. 

The hope is the group project will equal 
more production from a return group that 
hasn’t scored on a punt since 2010 or a 
kickoff since 2009. Some potential punt 
returners include wide receivers Garrett 
Johnson, T.V. Williams and running back 
“Boom” Williams. 

Steadying forces for the special teams 
unit include three-year starting punter 
Landon Foster and long snapper Kelly Ma- 
son, the vocal leader of the group, as well 
as sophomore placekicker Austin MacGin- 
nis, who was a pleasant surprise for UK. 

He set several records, including most 
points in a season (104), most field goals 
(21) and most consecutive extra points 
without a miss (41 of 41). He also kicked 
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FRED TILLE 


a school-record 54-yarder last year. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


The schedule-makers were not kind to 
Kentucky last season, with four of the final 
six games on the road, contributing to a 
six-game skid to end the year. 

So even though 10 of UK’s 12 opponents 
this season (including the first nine) ad- 
vanced to postseason play, the Cats have 
the luxury of facing eight of them at Com- 
monwealth Stadium. It’s only the second 
time in school history (the other was in 
2007) that UK will play that many home 
contests. 

UK also has a four-game home stretch 
from Sept. 19 to Oct. 15, its longest in 14 
years. That span culminates in the Cats’ 
first ever Thursday night home game when 
they meet Auburn. 

Other tidbits include first-ever meetings 
with Louisiana and Charlotte, which will 
play its first season as an FBS team this 
year. 

— Jennifer Smith 


Lindy’s Sports Annuals 125 


NOTEBOOK 


t first, defensive tackle Jacob Hyde thought 

Av: coaches were pulling a prank when they 

sked him if they could try him at fullback 

this season. But now that the 6-2, 333-pounder 

has played the spot all spring and even caught a 

pass or two in the flat, he’s starting to see they 
were quite serious. 

The position switching has created some awk- 
ward moments between Hyde and his teammates 
on the defensive side of the ball, who are now try- 
ing to figure out how to stop a 333-pound guy with 
a full head of steam. 

Defensive end Denzil Ware admitted he gulped 
the first time he spied Hyde on the opposite side of 
the line, calling it “scary, scary.” 

“| tried to juke Big Hyde,” the 6-2, 249-pounder 
said. “I didn’t really want to meet him in the hole. 
But then, after a while, | was like, ‘Man, | gotta hit 
him either way it goes.’ So when | first hit him, he 
knocked me on my butt.” 

Kentucky's quarterbacks have had to get used 
to a whole new kind of coach in offensive coordina- 
tor Shannon Dawson, who insists on calm feet and 
calm minds from his signal callers. 

That means he tries to keep his cool, too. 

“He’s not really gonna tear us up out there,” 
quarterback Patrick Towles said. “He'll talk to us 
in the film room, we'll fix it, but he’s not the type 
of guy that's really gonna chew us out there. Now, 
he has done that sometimes, but not really with the 
severity that we're used to.” 

¢ In Stoops’ first two seasons at Kentucky, the 
Cats were able to redshirt every offensive lineman 
they signed, but early enrollee George Asafo-Adjei 
likely will put an end to that streak. 

The 6-5, 315-pound freshman, who coaches 
say already is one of the strongest players on the 
team, likely will be UK’s backup right tackle in 
September. 

“He's just got a maturity about him,” Stoops said. 
“He's physically ready to play.” 


OPPOSING COACHES VIEW 


¢ On Mark Stoops: “Stoops has done a good job 
creating energy. They're well coached and it shows 
on film. He could have used some players on the 
basketball team to really help his defense. They get a 
little talent-depleted against the upper level of the 
SEC.... 

“Kentucky is one of those jobs where you've got to 
win the games you have a chance to win. They played 
Florida tough and lost late (in three overtimes). That 
was an average to below average Florida team. They 
need to beat somebody that matters.” 

* On recruiting: “Stoops has done a better job of 
recruiting, which is not easy to do at Kentucky. It's kind 
of like David Cutcliffe at Duke. Kentucky and Duke are 
basketball schools, ... (But) the Commonwealth 
Stadium fans are awesome; they do a phenomenal job 
of supporting the team.” 


WILRERhS dubia ROSTER 


Quarterbacks 


Yr. Defensive Linemen Pos. fit ¥ Hometown 
Fr. 98 Tymere Dubose OT 6-5 307 FF. Youngstown, OH 
So, 69 Matt Elam DOT 6-7 360 So. Elizabethtown 
Jr. 66 Jacob Hyde OT/FB6-2 333 So. Manchester 

67 Cory Johnson OT 6-3 297 Sr. Columbia, SC 
90 Melvin Lewis OT 6-4 342 Sr. Compton, CA 
96 Regie Meant OT 6-4 306 So, Cape Coral, FL 
99 Adrian Middleton OT 6-3 204 Fr. Bowling Green 
78 Zane Williams OT 6-4 277 Jt. Lexington 
20 Kengera Daniel DE 6-5 250 Fr. Raleigh, NC 
91 Farrington Huguenin DE 6-4 272 Sr. Columbia, SC 


Hometown 


Pos. ir 
ma + 226 Sr. Marietta, GA 
2 LB/LS 6-4 246 Fr. Owensboro 
= = = 6-2 231 Fr Longwood, FL 
: Lh = 33 RyanFlannigan LB 6-2 220 Sr Missouri City, TX 
SU Bases Rosine Re SARE Lexington 45 Josh Forest «LB 6-3 233 Sr. Paducah 
31, Rashad Conningham “WR _ 6-4._225> Sr. Mobile, AL Jason Hatcher —s«LBSCG-3 249 Louisville 
83° Cameron Fogle WE 5:11" 201 2 S0. Hebron 22 Khalid Henderson LB 6-1 233._Sr. Mableton, GA 
87_Joey Herrick WR 61 209 _ Sr. Maynard, Mass. 44 DorianHendrix LB 6-0 238 Fr _Huber Heights, OH 
9 GarrettJohnson WR 5-11 174 So. Winter Garden, FL 47. Jabari Johnson LB 6-1 274 Sr. Stone Mountain, GA 
20_ Ryan Kendall WR 5-10 193 Fr. Charlotte, NC 34 Jordan Jones 1B 6-2 215 Fr. Youngstown, OH 
17 _Nexander Montgomery WR 6-2 209 So. Weston, FL 51 Courtney Love 1B 6-2 245 So. Youngstown, OH 
89 Conor Pilch WR 62 202 Fr. Atlanta, GA 42 Blake Spencer LB 6-2 210 Fr. Pikeville 
10 Thaddeus Snodgrass WR 6-1 188 Fr. Springfield, OH 8 _Kobie Walker 18 6-3 200 Fr Baltimore, MD 
84 Miles Thompson WR 6-1 173 So. Louisville 35 Denzil Ware 1B 6-2 249 Fr Crestview, FL 
1 Ryan Timmons WR 5-10 201 Jr. Frankfort efensive Bac! Pos a, Hometown 
88 Charles Walker WR 5-11 188 So. Louisville 11. J.D. Harmon CB 6-2 197 Jr Paducah 
82. T.V. Williams WR 5-10 153 So. McKinney, TX 19 _Jaleel Hytchye CB 5-10 174 Jr Cincinnati, OH 
=F : LY ee 24 Blake McClain CB 5-11 199 Jr. Winter Park, FL 
TE 65 Fr. 16 Cody Quinn CB 5-10 174 Sr. Middletown, OH 
TE 62 ry 29 Kendall Randolph CB 6-0 177 So. Tallahassee, FL 
85 Greg Hart TE 65 So. Y 3. Fred Tiller CB 6-0 17 Sr. Homerville, GA 
86 Darryl Long Te 64 2M Fe Westerville, oh _23_JafedTucker__—<CB__5-11 168 FF. _Stone Mountain, GA 
meoyp ae RTT ney — 31 Keron Wakefield CB 5-10 161 So. Louisville 
7h doom ak eka ara Wiles,on ‘17_220k Blaylock _ S60 193k. Marietta, GA 
os all aa inti eee The Middietown,on 27 -MikeEdwards S60 186 Fr Cincinnati, OH 
yr Uf 8 Bere 18 Glenn Faulkner S 6-2 203 Sr _ East St. Louis, IL 
= ~ 30 RhomelFields S 6-2 181 Fr. Chicago, IL 
hE baat at 15 MarcusMcWilson S 6-0 202 Jr Youngstown, OH 
70 Jordan Swindle OT 67 309 Sr. St.Johns, FL + 8 Stamps Sle aw the Vicksburg, MS 
64 George Asafo-Adjei OG 6-5 315 Fr. _— West Chester. OH 9 West Se Rtn ae Lima, 4 
55 DavidBaumer 0G 6-5 307 Fr. Cincinnati, OH = Pos ar yeeg Hometown 
el oJ Tae ED ad Niceville, FL_ 95 Miles Butler _—«K_—5-9 169 Paducah 
69 Ramsey Meyers OG 6-4 323 So. _OrangePark,FL_ 99 Austin MacGinnis K 5-10 175 So. Wedowee, AL 
74 Cole Mosier 0G 66 34 So. Walton = 44_-Max Strong K 5-11 181 dr Louisville 
75 Zach West 0G 64 312 Sr. Lexington 9 Landon Foster P 6-1 178 Sr. Franklin, TN 
62 DylanGreenberg C 6-2 308 So. Tucson, AZ 93 Bryan Kirshe P 6-0 150 Fr Sarasota, FL 
57. Zach Myers C63 305 hn Miamisburg,0H_ 97 Palmer Ward P61 161 Fr Georgetown 
Jervontius Stallings C 6-3 344 Fr. Hoover,AL 51. Connor Itani ts 6-0 181 So. Vienna, VA 
72 Jon Toth C 65 295 Jr Indianapolis, IN 59. Kelly Mason tS 6-3 223 Sr. Rockton, IL 


DEF. LEADERS 


Tackles: J. Forrest 110, A. Dupree 74, Z. Smith 61 

Tackles for loss: A. Dupree 12.5, J. Forrest 8, Z. Smith 7.5 
Sacks: A. Dupree 7.5, Z. Smith 4.5, ©, Johnson 2.5 
Interceptions; A.J. Stamps 4, M. McWilson 3, three tied with 2 


Name Cmp Att 

P. Towles 12 «122.5 225 393 9 57.3 2718 
R. Phillips 3 42.0 2 9 1 22.2 45 
Name GP No. Yards Avg TD Long Avg/G 
R.Timmons 12 45 536 11.9 2 56 44,7 
D.Robinson 12 33.0501 15.2 1 79 | 41.8 
J. Blue 11 29 «5525 «18.1 5 8347.7 
lame GP Att Gain Loss Net Avg TD 
S.Williams 10 74 «#9501 15 486 66 5 
B, Heard 11 73 #8379 «611 368 «(50 4 
J. Kemp 11 70 «63540« «(313238 4G 4 


126 Lindy’s Sports Annuals 


www.lindyssports.com 2015 


SPORTS WILDCATS RECRUITING 2015 


Eli Brown 
, Brown, the No. 20 outside linebacker prospect in the 2015 
‘ cycle per 247Sports Composite rankings, was the second- 


frame, is athletic and quick and could see the field in some 
capacity if he gets to campus this summer, works hard and 
picks up the system. 


C.J. Conrad 
Conrad has already enrolled at UK and is one of five Ohio 
prospects in this class (Keystone High in LaGrange). The 6-5, 


increase. 


Courtney Miggins 
\, Miggins, the No. 3 junior college defensive tackle prospect in 


3 NEWCOMERS OF IMPACT 


pounds and would be a welcome addition to the Wildcats 
defensive line rotation. 


Hometown School 
Joshua Allen WOE 64 210 OO Montclair, NJ Montclair 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 101 weakside defensive end and No. 47 prospect in New Jersey 
according to the 247Sports Composite. ..Had 75 tackles and 22.5 sacks as a senior. 


George Asafo-Adjei OT 65 35 C00 West Chester, OH Lakota West 
Enrolled in January... Ranked as the nation’s No. 48 offensive tackle and No. 21 prospect in 
Ohio according to the 247Sports Composite. ..Semper Fidelis All-American. 


Derrick Baity CB 62 170 OOO Tampa, FL Plant 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 93 cornerback and No. 146 prospect in Florida according to the 
247Sports Composite... Had 66 tackles, three tackles for loss and four interceptions as a 
senior. 


Kei Beckham CB 60 17% OOoS6 Dayton, OH Trotwood-Madison 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 57 cornerback and No. 28 prospect in Ohio according to the 
247Sports Composite... First-team all-state ...Had nine interceptions as a senior, returning 
five for touchdowns. 


Alvonte Bell WOE 65 200 O66 Poplarville, MS Pearl River €.C. 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 27 junior college prospect according to the 247Sports 
Composite...Originally signed with Kentucky out of Hollywood (Fla.) Everglades HS in 2013. 


Eli Brown OB 62 19 G@OC0 Bowling Green Warren East 
U.S. Army All-American... Ranked as the nation’s No. 277 prospect overall, No. 20 outside 
linebacker and No. 2 prospect in Kentucky according to the 247Sports Composite. .. Originally 
committed to Vanderbilt. 


C.J. Conrad TE 65 245 OO66 Lagrange, OH Keystone 
Enrolled in January... Ranked as the nation's No. 290 prospect overall, No. 11 tight end and 
No. 10 prospect in Ohio according to the 247Sports Composite... Had 55 receptions for 752 
yards and 10 touchdowns as a senior. 


Kengera Daniel WOE 65 20 O00 Millbrook 


Raleigh, NC 
Enrolled in January... Ranked as the nation's No. 33 weakside defensive end and No. 23 
prospect in North Carolina according to the 247Sports Composite. ..Had 133 tackles and 19 
sacks as a senior. 


Therrell Gosier WR 66 20 O00 Pompano Beach, FL Blanche Ely 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 128 wide receiver and No. 145 prospect in Florida according to 
the 247Sports Composite... Originally committed to Miami. 


Jabari Greenwood WR 4 13 GOOG Washington, DC Gonzaga 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 58 wide receiver and No. 4 prospect in D.C. according to the 
247Sports Composite... Had 50 receptions for 754 yards and nine touchdowns as a senior. 


William Jackson ATH «63 19 OO Washington, DC St. John's College 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 210 athlete and No. 16 prospect in D.C. according to the 
247Sports Composite... Originally committed to Western Michigan. 


2015 www.lindyssports.com 


ranked overall prospect in the state of Kentucky out of Warren 
East High in Bowling Green. The 6-2, 190-pounder has a great 


245-pound tight end has excellent hands, a good frame to add 
bulk, is fast for his size and can block. Given that he’s already 
on campus, his chances of playing in some capacity this season 


the 2015 cycle per 247Sports Composite rankings, is 6-5, 285 


Levon Livingston 

It likely will not be this season or perhaps even next, but 
\ Livingston, a 6-7, 232-pound big-framed athlete from Ballou 
High in Washington, D.C., has a very high ceiling at offensive 
tackle (perhaps on the defensive line, even). He's got long 
arms, good feet and could have an NFL future if he can add 
the weight and strength to his frame. File this one away for 
future years. 


Kentucky is looking for a quarterback this cycle and that position, along with offensive 
tackle, are the two biggest needs. Those also are the two hardest to find on offense. 
The Wildcats also would like to continue to bulk up the talent on the defensive line 
and are on the hunt for more defensive ends. 
— By JC Shurburtt 
247Sports 


2Baysrorrs COM POSITE Commitments 


Average Stars 


0 2 i172 


Total Stars 63 
SEC: 13 


National Rank: 39 


Hometown School 
Jortan Jones OB 62 215 OOO Youngstown, OH © Cardinal Mooney 
Enrolled in January... Ranked as the nation's No. 33 outside linebacker and No. 19 prospect 
in Ohio according to the 247Sports Composite...Had 123 tackles and 10 sacks as a junior. 


Sihiem King RBO59 1722 O00 Moultrie, GA Colquitt County 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 79 running back and No. 105 prospect in Georgia according to 
the 247Sports Composite...Named 2014 second team All-USA by USA TODAY... Rushed for 
2,090 and 37 touchdowns a senior. 


Levon Livingston OT 67 22 O00 Washington, DC Ballou 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 83 offensive tackle and No. 10 prospect in D.C. according to the 
247Sports Composite...Recorded 19.5 sacks on defense as a junior. 


Courtney Miggins DT 65 25 ooo Poplarville, MS Pearl River 0.0. 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 28 junior college prospect according to the 247Sports 
Composite. ..Originally signed with Louisiana-Lafayette out of Lithonia (Ga.) Miller Grove HS 
in 2013. 


davon Provitt TT 63 35 oOo Warren, OH Warren G Harding 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 77 defensive tackle and No. 48 prospect in Ohio according to the 
247Sports Composite... Chose Kentucky over Cincinnati, Purdue and Toledo. 


Tavin Richardson WR 63 20 oO0 Duncan, SC Bymes 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 113 wide receiver and No. 13 prospect in South Carolina accord- 
ing to the 247Sports Composite. ..Participated in the Shrine Bowl of the Carolinas. 


Logan Stenberg | 66 327 OOO Madison, AL James Clemens 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 74 offensive tackle and No. 26 prospect in Alabama according to 
the 247Sports Composite... Chose Kentucky over offers from Southern Miss and Troy. 


Marcus Walker S$ 60 17 OOO Lake Wales, FL Lake Wales 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 25 safety and No. 62 prospect in Florida according to the 
247Sports Composite... Had five interceptions as a junior. 


Chris Weshy tc 64 180 ooo Orange Park, FL Oakleaf 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 87 cornerback and No. 127 prospect in Florida according to the 
247Sports Composite...Had 34 tackles, 12 pass breakups and an interception as a senior... 
Originally committed to Auburn. 


Mason Wolfe 0G 67 20 OOS Henderson Henderson County 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 95 offensive guard and No. 8 prospect in Kentucky according to 
the 247Sports Composite...Named first-team all-state. 
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PLAYER PROFILE 


? A busted play had outsiders 
? starting to notice what 
? coaches were seeing in 
? Williams. In overtime at 
? Florida, the true fresh- 
; man ran one direction, 
? reversed field and had 
: enough speed to find an edge and score for 
: the Cats. ... It would be the first of many big 
? plays for the 5-9, 196-pounder. ... He led the 
? UK ground attack with 74 carries for 486 

? yards and five TDs ... A new offensive coordi- 
? nator who likes to run the ball should only 
improve those numbers. 


bout 20 friends and family drove six 
Aw from Texas to Louisiana to see 
Ryan Flannigan play. 

Instead, they watched him spend the en- 
tire game standing on the Kentucky side- 
line. 

After the loss, the UK linebacker had to 
explain why to his mom, Sabrina. “She was 
mad,” he said. “She didn’t get to see her 
baby get in, but it wasn’t coach’s fault. It 
was my fault.” 

That feeling after the LSU game, that look 
on his mom’s face was enough to get Flan- 
nigan moving in the right direction. “Just 
seeing that made me want to buckle down 
and work harder,” he said. 

The 6-2, 220-pound linebacker arrived 
at UK in the first week of August and was 
tossed into the mix at a position of need. He 
showed tons of athleticism, but there were 
times when he struggled. 

“He was very much behind,” coach Mark 
Stoops said. “There’s always that balance 
of getting a talented guy, but then some- 
body that understands what to do with all 
the different variations, all the different 
packages.” 

Flannigan didn’t want to be the guy hold- 
ing the UK defense back anymore. 

He tried to learn what teammates were 
doing, too. “| just stayed in coach’s pock- 
et,” Flannigan said of defensive coordina- 
tor D.J. Eliot, who coaches linebackers. 
“| had questions, multiple questions. ... 
| was asking every question every chance 
| could.” 

At some point — it’s hard to pinpoint 
exactly when for the linebacker and his 
coaches — a light flickered on for Flanni- 
gan. 

He ended last season with 57 tackles, 
but more than 40 percent of those came 
in the final two games of the season a 
career-high 12 tackles at Tennessee and 
then 11 more at Louisville along with a pass 
breakup. 

The senior linebacker “is playing more 
physical and he has that explosiveness. 


. 
te 


7 i 
2 . 
ie : i 


RYAN FLANNIGAN 


improvement for us.” 
The head coach went on to say that 


the linebacker. 


be disappointed again. 


to make as many plays as | can.” 


For more coverage visit lindyssports.com/college-foothball/sec/kentucky 


: Finishing up some academ- 
? ic work, Flannigan didn’t 
? arrive on campus until 

: last August and he 

: struggled playing catch- 
? up in a nuanced defense. 
: By the time he did, the 

: junior college transfer started to show the 

: impact he can have on the field. ... More than 
: 40 percent of his 57 tackles came in the final 
? two games of the season, including a career- 
? high 12 at Tennessee. ... Is team’s second- 

? leading returning tackler. ... Coaches call him 
? “explosive.” 


He’s putting it all together as far as what : 
to do,” Stoops added. “So that’s been a big TOP NEWCOMER 
: TECJ. CONRAD 
Flannigan is playing “with a little bit of an 
attitude and swagger,” which the UK de- : 
fense is going to need, especially early in : 
the season while younger players try to : 
find their way, something all too familiar to : 
? the Cats believe they 
Flannigan feels confident that the next : 
time his family gets to a game they won't : 
: Conrad, a four-star prospect who enrolled in 
“| just feel good,” he said of his play this 
spring. “I’m out there running around trying : 
; es. ... The staff expects offseason sports her- 
5 nia surgery to improve his big-play ability 
? even more. 


_ BEST AND BRIGHTEST 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 
RB STANLEY “BOOM” WILLIAMS 


: EMERGING STAR 


LB RYAN FLANNIGAN 


Kentucky hasn’t had a pro- 
ductive, true pass-catch- 
ing tight end since 
Jacob Tamme left for 

the NFL in 2008, but 


have found one in Conrad, 
as well as redshirt freshman Darry! Long. ... 


January, already looks the part at 6-5, 245 
pounds. He turned heads in spring scrimmag- 
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Children’s Services 


Change a child's life today - 
and by giving, transform yours, too! 


For more information call 800.456.1386. 
Or give online at sunrise.org. 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Cam Cameron 


For more coverage of the Tigers, visit lsu.2e47Sports.com 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Kevin Steele 


FOURNETTE CAN'T DO IT ALL; TIGERS MUST IMPROVE PASSING 


SU lost five games last season, includ- 
L« three of its last four. The solution 
seems clear. 

To ensure that doesn’t happen again, 
coach Les Miles has made a concerted effort 
to revitalize the passing game with returning 
quarterbacks Anthony Jennings and Brandon 
Harris. 

The two shared time early in the year be- 
fore Harris misfired in his one woeful start 
against Auburn. Jennings never really got on 
track and LSU finished 114th nationally with 
an average of 162.9 passing yards per game. 
Miles and his revamped staff must figure out 
how to incorporate their suspect quarter- 
backs into an offense that features dazzling 
sophomore running back Leonard Fournette. 

Given that Miles has always stressed the 
running game, someone of Fournette’s cali- 
ber surely will bolster Miles’ preferred meth- 
od of attack. Even so, LSU must guard against 
becoming too one-dimensional. 

Helping to prevent that should be wide 
receivers coach Tony Ball, one of three new 
coaches on a staff that also welcomed defen- 
sive coordinator Kevin Steele and defensive 
line coach Ed Orgeron. 

The three share a rich background that ex- 
posed them to ideas and concepts they may 
well incorporate at LSU. Ball is late of Geor- 
gia, while Steele worked at Alabama under 
Nick Saban. Orgeron, a Louisiana native, was 
a head coach at Ole Miss and, on an interim 
basis, Southern California. 

When it’s all said and done, though, the 
offense will still revolve around Fournette 
— with good reason. Fournette rushed for a 
school freshman-record 1,034 yards last sea- 
son and scored three touchdowns against 
Notre Dame in the Music City Bowl. 

“He’s a special player,” offensive coordina- 
tor Cam Cameron said, “and people are go- 
ing to get to see a lot of Leonard Fournette in 
Tiger Stadium this fall.” 

That’s all well and good, but neither Jen- 
nings nor Harris has settled the quarterback 
battle. 

“Waiting for that guy to emerge is an is- 
sue,” Miles said. 

The defense doesn’t have anyone of Four- 
nette’s caliber, but junior Kendell Beckwith 


figures to make his presence felt at inside 
linebacker. Furthermore, sophomore safety 
Jamal Adams and senior defensive back Jalen 
Mills should continue the Tiger tradition of 
having a stingy secondary. 


OFFENSE 


The coaches would be remiss if they didn’t 
take full advantage of Leonard Fournette’s 
skills. He will be used in multiple roles from 
blocking and catching passes to running. 

Naturally, he excels the most at rushing, 
and the manner in which he finished last 
season created overwhelming optimism for 
the fall. Fournette averaged 144.5 yards in his 
last two games while rushing for three touch- 
downs and adding another on a 100-yard 
kickoff return. 

What's more, Fournette has a talented 
backup in Darrel Williams. The Tigers aren’t 
as well stocked at fullback, but sophomore 
John David Moore and others will be entrust- 
ed with opening holes through which Four- 
nette and Williams can run. 

It helps, too, that LSU has a talented line. 
Losing several key components from last sea- 
son prompted Miles to shift personnel, but 
the end result still should provide the Tigers 
with ample protection, 

Junior Jerald Hawkins has moved from 
right to left tackle, while senior Vadal Alex- 
ander has returned to right tackle after two 
years at left guard. Versatile center Ethan Po- 
cic can start again at guard, if need be. 

Their veteran leadership should help to 
bring along a bevy of able but inexperienced 
guards, among them sophomore K.J. Malone 
and freshmen Garrett Brumfield and William 
Clapp, with the latter also having worked at 
center. 

Senior tight end Dillon Gordon provides 
LSU with another blocker, although his 
contribution to a passing game that hope- 
fully shows improvement will be most wel- 
come. 

The Tigers have a pair of wide receivers 
who have shown the ability to give LSU the 
means to move through the air. Junior Travin 
Dural became Jennings’ early favorite and 
finished as the team leader with 37 catches 
for 758 yards and seven touchdowns. 


STADIUM: Tiger Stadium: 92,400 


SCHEDULE 


Date Opponent 14 Record 
Sept.5 © McNEESE STATE 6-5 
Sept. 12 at Mississippi State 10-3 
Sept. 19 AUBURN 8-5 
Sept. 26 at Syracuse 3-9 


Oct.3 EASTERN MICHIGAN 2-10 
Oct. 10 at South Carolina 7-6 


Oct. 17 FLORIDA 7-5 
Oct. 24 WESTERN KENTUCKY 8-5 
Nov. 7 at Alabama 12-2 
Nov. 14 ARKANSAS 7-6 
Nov. 21 at Ole Miss 9-4 
Nov. 28 TEXAS A&M 8-5 


RESULTS 


W vs. Wisconsin (Houston) 28-24 
W SAM HOUSTON STATE 56-0 
Ww ULM 31-0 
L MISSISSIPPI STATE 29-34 
W NEW MEXICO STATE _—63-7 
L at Auburn 7-41 
W at Florida 30-27 
WwW KENTUCKY 41-3 
W OLE MISS 10-7 
L ALABAMA (07) 13-20 
L at Arkansas 0-17 
W at Texas A&M 23-17 
Music City Bowl 
L vs. Notre Dame 28-31 


10-YEAR 
WINNING TREND 


nn» © OD © MH © WM 100 
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LOCATION: 


Baton Rouge, La. 


2014: 


8-5 overall, 4-4 SEC, (T-4th, West) 


COACH: 
Les Miles — At LSU: 103-29, 10 years; 
overall: 131-50, 14 years 


RETURNING STARTERS: 


16; 7 offense, 7 defense, kicker, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: 

RB Leonard Fournette, WR Travin 
Dural, LT Jerald Hawkins, RT Vadal 
Alexander, LB Kendell Beckwith, 
CB Tre’Davious White, SS Jamal 
Adams, FS Jalen Mills 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: 

As always, LSU will be able to run the 
ball. With Fournette, the Tigers will sim- 
ply be able to do so to a heightened 
degree. Dural provides a real threat in 
the passing game. Beckwith is a formi- 
dable linebacker, and the well-stocked 
secondary, from veterans like Mills and 
White to younger players such as Adams 
and Toliver, promises to provide vice-like 
coverage. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 


There's no escaping the fact that the 
passing game must improve. If not, LSU 
could be in for another 8-5 record that 
matched the worst in Miles’ tenure. The 
defensive line, under the auspices of 

a new coach and coordinator, has been 
reworked and must improve its pass 
rush. 


KEY LOSSES: 

RB Kenny Hilliard, RB Terrence Magee, 
LT La’el Collins, DE Danielle Hunter, DE 
Jermauria Rasco, LB Kwon Alexander, 
CB Jalen Collins, SS Ronald Martin 


OVERVIEW: 


LSU has plenty of speed, strength and 
athleticism to regain its place among the 
nation’s elite. That won't happen, 
though, as long as the Tigers remain too 
one-dimensional offensively. Fournette, 
alone, as proven in a bowl loss to Notre 
Dame, is not enough. The quarterbacks 
must be more productive than a year 
ago, particularly since the defense 
doesn’t appear as rock solid. 


KEY NUMBER: 


5 100-yard rushing performances 
last season for Leonard Fournette, 
three of which came against SEC 

competition. 


Sophomore Malachi Dupre figures to 
blossom this season after a rookie year in 
which he caught 14 passes for 318 yards 
and five touchdowns. 

Getting them the ball is the most press- 
ing problem of all. Harris has proven to 
have the stronger and more accurate arm 
of the two quarterbacks, but Jennings 
seemingly is more adept at understand- 
ing the offense, playcalling and reading 
defenses. 

“Tam much more confident in the 
quarterbacks right now,” Miles said. “It 
feels completely different than last spring. 
They are more confident and more ca- 
pable. They will continue to execute at a 
high level, and they are good enough to 
help us win.” 

But even Harris said he and Jennings 
“were the weak link on the team last year.” 

Harris may have given the pair too much 
blame, but it didn’t help that Jennings 
completed only 48.9 percent of his passes 
(111 of 227) and Harris completed just 25 


132 Lindy’s Sports Annuals 


Anthony Jennings* 
Leonard Fournette* 
John David Moore 
Travin Dural* 
Malachi Dupre 
Dillon Gordon* 
Jerald Hawkins* 
K.J. Malone 

Ethan Pocic* 
Garrette Brumfield 
Vadal Alexander* 
Colby Delahoussaye* 


*Returning Starter in Bold 


Tashawn Bower 
Christian LaCouture* 
Davon Godchaux* 
Maquedius Bain 
Lamar Louis* 
Kendell Beckwith* 
Deion Jones 
Tre'Davious White* 
Kevin Toliver 

Jamal Adams* 
Jalen Mills* 


Jr. 


SCOUTING REPORT: Offense 


Dual threat who has experience on his side. 

Late-season surge a likely sign of things to come. 
Ex-tight end has become an accomplished blocker. 
Considered jumping to the NFL before coming back. 
Blessed with athleticism, adding confidence and strength. 
Adept at both run, pass blocking; maturing as receiver. 
Moving from right side to replace departed All-American. 
Physical just like his dad — ex-NBA All-Star Karl Malone. 
Versatile veteran who has played both guard and center. 
Redshirted after highly decorated high school career. 
Ever-improving 4-year starter combines size, strength. 
Should return to form after suffering late-season slump. 


Ready to start after playing in every game last year. 
Aggressive player who takes advantage of his leverage. 
Elevated expectations with surprisingly strong 2014. 
May have finally found his niche after changing positions 
Versatility, work ethic have led to steady improvement. 
Impact player once given the chance to prove himself. 

A special teams standout ready to see more action. 
Retum specialist whose speed enhances his coverage 
An early enrollee who turned heads in the spring, 

An intense competitor whose aggressive style gets results. 
Fourth-year starter welcomes his leadership role. 


Brandon Harris, So. 
Darrel Williams, So. 
David Ducre, Fr. 
Trey Quinn, So. 
John Diarse, So. 
DeSean Smith, Jr. 
Jevonte Domond, Jr. 
William Clapp, Fr. 
Andy Dodd, So. 
Josh Boutte, Jr. 
William Clapp, Fr. 
Trent Domingue, Jr. 


Sione Teuhema, So. 
Frank Herron, So. 
Quentin Thomas, Sr. 
Lewis Neal, Jr. 
Duke Riley, Jr. 
Clifton Garrett, So. 
Donnie Alexander, So. 
Dwayne Thomas, Jr. 
Ed Paris, So. 

John Battle, Fr. 
Rickey Jefferson, Jr. 


Jamie Keehn* 
*Returning Starter in Bold 


passes with two interceptions. 


DEFENSE 


Rumors circulated that former defensive 
coordinator John Chavis left over growing 
frustration with the lack of offense to sup- 
port his stifling defense. 

Whether that’s true or not, there’s no de- 
nying LSU led the SEC and ranked ninth 
nationally in holding opponents to 316.8 
yards per game. 

The Tigers return seven starters from 
that unit, most notably junior linebacker 
Kendell Beckwith and senior safety Jalen 
Mills. There may be questions about LSU’s 
first line of defense, but beyond that, teams 
figure to run into some stout opposition. 

Foremost among those may be Beck- 
with, the Tigers’ top returning tackler with 
77 stops, including two sacks. Beckwith 
also returned an interception 29 yards and 
recovered two fumbles. 

“T think Kendell Beckwith is going to 
be a bear inside,” Miles said. “He is a big, 


Oldest player on team; tums 26 before season opener. 


Josh Growden, Fr. 


strong and fast man. I think he is going to 
have a great fall.” 

The same may be true of sophomore 
strong safety Jamal Adams, who gained 
national notice for flopping to the ground 
and drawing an unsportsmanlike conduct 
penalty against Florida after its punt re- 
turner lightly shoved Adams’ face mask. 

There is much more to Adams than act- 
ing, though, as evidenced by his 66 tack- 
les, five passes defended and five passes 
broken up. 

Alluding to Beckwith, Adams and oth- 
ers, Miles said, “I think the centerpieces are 
pretty strong in that defense.” 

LSU will have two new starting ends in 
juniors Maquedius Bain and Tashawn Bow- 
er. The defense needs a better pass rush that 
figures to start with the ends. That’s one 
reason Bain was moved from tackle. 

Just as the competition has been fierce 
at end, so too it has been at tackle where 
junior Christian LaCouture and senior 
Quentin Thomas seemingly have emerged 
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Vadal Alexander, OT/OG, Senior (6-6, 320, 5.46) 


NDS Rank: No. 1 0G in class of 2016 


Whether his next-level future is at guard or tackle, Alexander has a bright future with his 
natural size and strength, using better-than-expected mobility to get to the second level and 
eliminate linebackers in the run game. He adjusts well to stunts and twists with improved 
awareness, but he does need to refine his hand use to better handle moving targets. 


Jerald Hawkins, OT, Redshirt Junior (6-6, 309, 5.14) 


NDS Rank: No. 4 OT in class of 2017 


Collins has natural left tackle feet with the coordinated shuffle and bend to stay square to 
rushers and mirror in space. Hawkins needs seasoning in the run game, lacking the ammo 
in his hands to redirect defenders or generate consistent push as a run blocker. Still far from 


a polished product, but the skills are there. 


Tre’Davious White, CB, Junior (5-11, 191, 4.48) 


NDS Rank: No. 6 CB in class of 2017 


He isn’t quite as big as Jalen Collins and isn’t the fastest player on the roster, but he has the 
quickness and fluid athleticism to blanket receivers on the outside, using his instincts and 
ball-skills to disrupt the catch point. White will take some unnecessary chances and fall vic- 
tim to coverage lapses, but his football future is bright. 


from a crowded field that will continue to 
compete for playing time. 

Beckwith will be joined at linebacker by 
fellow returning starter Lamar Louis, a senior. 

Speedy senior Deion Jones has a host of 
players behind him vying for playing time. 

Adams and Mills, a fourth-year starter, 
have distinguished themselves at safety, 
while junior cornerback Tre’Davious White 
looks to expand on a stellar year in which 
he made 33 total tackles and intercepted 
a pair of passes. Freshman phenom Kevin 
Toliver has made a case to start opposite 
White. 

Even with some fresh faces in the lineup 
and a pair of new coaches in Kevin Steele 
and Ed Orgeron, Miles said, “you’ll find 
that there will be some similarities to the 
old defense.” 

Steele, with his intensity, and Orgeron, 
with his legendary enthusiasm, may have 
taken different approaches than their pre- 
decessors, but the goal remains the same. 


2012 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 29.8 58 
Rushing 173.7 50 Rushing 
Passing 200.5 92 Passing 
Total 374.2 85 Total 


OFFENSE 
Scoring 


DEFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 17.5 12 

Rushing 101.6 9 Rushing 
Pass 206.0 28 Passing 
Total 307.6 8 Total 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 


TO MARGIN PER GAME 
+16 + 1,23 


RANK 
Tie/5 +0 


2013 RANKINGS 


PER GAME 

35.8 T-23 
202.3 29 
or 


PER GAME 
22.0 21 
143.2 35 


340.7 15 Total 


TO MARGIN PER GAME 
+ 0.0 T-61 +3 


— Dane Brugler, NFLDraftScout.com 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Just as with the offense, talk here begins 
with sophomore return specialist Leonard 
Fournette, who ran back 24 kickoffs for 
625 yards, averaging 26.0 yards per return. 
His 100-yarder against Notre Dame in the 
Music City Bowl highlighted his season. 

Junior Tre’'Davious White was equally as 
impressive in returning 25 punts for 273 
yards, a 10.9-yard average that included 
a 67-yard touchdown return against Ken- 
tucky. 

Junior place-kicker Colby Delahous- 
saye scored a team-high 67 points, one 
more than Fournette. Despite a late-season 
slump, Delahoussaye made 11 of 15 field 
goal attempts, including a 50-yarder with 
three seconds left to beat Florida. 

Australian-born senior punter Jamie 
Keehn is back after averaging 44.9 yards 
on 71 punts. Keehn was a second-team All- 
SEC selection by the coaches. 


2014 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 27.6 T-73 
Rushing 224.5 23 
44 Passing 162.9 114 
35 Total 387.5 77 


RANK 


RANK DEFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 17.5 § 
Rushing 152.7 46 
13 Passing 164.2 3 
316.8 9 


RANK TO MARGIN PERGAME RANK 


+0.23 T-48 


JAMAL ADAMS 


Photo by Michael Wade 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


It won’t take long for LSU to determine 
its competitiveness in the SEC West. 

After opening at home against in-state 
FCS opponent McNeese State on Sept. 5, 
the Tigers must face Mississippi State and 
Auburn in successive weeks. 

Both got the measure of LSU last season, 
with Mississippi State winning in Tiger 
Stadium for the first time since 1991 and 
Auburn gaining its most yards (566) ever 
against LSU. 

An open date Oct. 31 will give LSU extra 
time to prepare for its showdown at Ala- 
bama with former LSU coach Nick Saban, 
who turns 64 on the day the Tigers are idle. 

LSU will face another former coach when 
Texas A&M and first-year defensive coordi- 
nator John Chavis visit Tiger Stadium in 
the regular-season finale Nov. 28. 

— Dave Moormann 
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NOTEBOOK 


© Former defensive line coach Brick Haley took 


TIGERS SPRING ROSTER 


Linebackers 


Pos, Ht Wt. Yr 


’ s Hometown 74 VadalAlexander 0G 6-6 320 Sr. Buford, GA 
11 Brandon Bergeron QB 6-2 187 Jr. Lafayette 71 Jonah Austin 0G 6-6 330 Sr New Orleans 
SU and former defensive coordinator John 13 Jake Clise QB 6-2 212 So. Baltimore, MD 77 Ethan Pocic C 6-7 301 st Lemont, IL 

. iin? : 6 Brandon Harris 08 6-3 188 So. Bossier City Defensive Linemen Pos. Ht. Wt Yr , 
Chavis certainly didn’t part on amicable terms. 10. Anthony Jennings QB 6-2 216 Jt Marietta,GA 60 Marcus Roberts DL S-11 302. J Baton Rouge 
t the heart of the matter was a dispute over 16 Brad Kragthorpe 08 5-11 200 Sr, Tulsa,OK 90 MaquediusBain OT 6-4 299 So. Ft. Lauderdale, FL 
money. 14 Caleb Lewis QB 64 211 Fr Lakeland,FL_ 99. Greg Gilmore DT 6-5 305 So. Hope Mills, NC 
oer ; ; 12 Justin McMillan = QB 6-1 177s. Cedar Hill, TX 57 DavonGodchaux DT 6-4 298 So. Plaquemine 
LSU officials claimed Chavis owed the school Tiger Scheyd 160170 Fe WiramarEeaoh,Fl> oy Frenkllanon DT 6-478 So. Memphis, TN 
$400,000 for breaking his contract early in leaving R e 91 Christian LaCouture DT 6-5 300 Jr. Lincoln, NE 
for Texas A&M after six years with the Tigers. ag ease a = mt Baton Rouge 55_Tey Leatsinatatn “OT 6-0 300 Fe San Antonio, TX 
rer sin . . 35 Ronald Brown a pelousas 95 QuentinThomas OT 6-4 303 Sr. Breaux Bridge 
held ge He an tone ayaa a " wee Ly Lanard Fournette RB 5-10 185 _ Fr. _New Orleans 79 ‘Travonte Valentine OT 6-3 325 Fr. Hialeah, FL 
owed him more than $205,000 in unpaid incentives 7 Leonard Fournette RB 6-1 230 So. New Orleans 45 TashawnBower DE 6-5 237 Jr. Somerville, NJ 
tion time. Chavis argue lawfull Derrius Guice RB 5-11 216 Ft Baton Rouge 98 Deondre Clark DE 6-3 244 So. Oklahoma City, OK 
se reac ea et CSR DY 25 Reshaud Henry _—#RB_ 5-8 195 FF. Ponchatoula Arden Key DE 6-6 215 Fr Lithonia, GA 
altered his 2012 contract, thus making it void, 34 Darrel Williams RB 6-0 230 So Marrero. 99 Lewis Neal ea ac Wilson, NC 
Each side filed separate motions in bids to 41 David Ducre FB. 6-0 239 FF. __ Slidell 93 M.J, Patterson. DE 6-3 231 So. Winnfield 
choose a venue for a judge to decide the case. Re ee Prairieville ‘5 Sione Teuhema DE 6-4 232 So. “Keller, TX 

isaiah Washington DE 6-4 225 Fr. 


a similar position at Texas after LSU had moved eceive 5. 48 Donnie Alexander LB 6-1 201 So. haw Ueans 
him into an administrative post. Haley, who spent 3 temp Broda_Wh_ 5016760. late 52 Kendell Beckwith \B6-2 245 Jt Clinton 
; : Pit ioe = ~ exandria 62 Hunter Burns 1B 5-11 206 So. Wilmer, AL 
six years at LSU, was reassigned when Louisiana 9 _ John Diarse WR 6-0 210 So, Monroe > Fionnie Feist iba BLP EE Edgard 
native Ed Orgeron was hired to coach the line. ___ Derrick Difion WR 5-11 174 Fr _Franklinton 39 clifton Garrett (LB 62 242 So. Plainfield, IL 
Orgeron was born in Larose, and played at South #&_MalechhDupre_Uih_&-8 oe ue eneats 45 Delon Jones LB 1220S New Orleans 
Lafourche High Schoo! in Galiano and Northwestern ~~ Jazz Ferguson WR 6-5 214. St Francisville |= “> 7am Leger at = pene 
} oe 11 Lamar Louis iB 5-11 229 Sr Breaux Bridge 
State in Natchitoches. a pote oe = .r BL = __Lafayette 50° Christian Pittman LB 5-11 205 Sr. New Orleans 
° Freshman defensive tackle Travonte Valen- ‘ron Johnson WR 62402 Fe New Oicane © 2 _OukoRley _ LB 61218 Buras. 
tine didn't participate in spring practice, and after 40 DylanKelly WR 5-10 190 Fr. Se a 
i i Brandon Martin WR 6-4 214 Fr ~_ Dallas, TX , 
the spring game, coach Les Miles Said Valentine Than ae a 29 Russel ‘Gage = DB 60 180 “$0. Baton Rouge 
was “currently suspended from play. 8 Trey Quinn WR 6-0 194 So. LakeCharles 28 Jalen Mills BGO 194 Sr. DeSoto, TX 
Miles said Valentine has been instructed to attend | 87 Kevin Spears WR_ 6-3. 195 So. New Orieans 24 Ed Paris _ I aes EX. 
‘ " “ et pesbn sia SY to ee 
class and “take care” of other matters. “If he does that - Dillon Gordon TE 205 Se Edgard 34 Jordan Triche DB 5-10 162 Sr. Edgard 
and handles behavior, then there will be a future for 96 Jordan Harper TE 6-2 228 dr. ; “Wea Grlens 16 Te'Davious White DB 5-11 191 Jr Shreveport 
him here,” Miles said. “Otherwise, we're not certain.” 81 Colin Jeter TE 6-6 236 Jr Longview, TX 12 -Meah Dickens es 3% 2 aL ovrend 
Valentine joined the team last fall after the NCAA a eee toed = ae = —e< Xavier Lewis 086-0 186 Fr. —TaPlace 
Clearinghouse approved his academic transcript. He —~BryKiethon Mouion TE 6-1 250 Fr. Lafayetie. 13 DwayneThomas CB 6-0 182 Jr. New Orleans 
eventually redshirted after the SEC ruled him ineligi- 84 Hanner Shipley TE 6-5 284 Fr Meadowlakes1x 2 Kevin Toler! _ CB 6-2 192 Fr. Jacksonville, FL 
ile it revi ic hi i 89 DeSean Smith TE 6-5 242 Jr. Lake Charles 33_JamalAdams_ _—S_—6-0_206_ So. Carrollton, TX 
ble while it reviewed his high school transcripts from 45 -Josh Tharp “TEP 63 200 So, Erin, TW” 26_dohn Battle S61 186 So. Hallandale, FL 
Champagnat Catholic High School near Miami. Valen- 88 Jacory Washington TE 6-5 221 So. Westlake Jeremy Cutrer — S —6-3-162 Jt Kentwood 
tine originally committed to the University of Miami. 29. Rickey Siteron, S60." 2N" — 
; : 58 Jibrail Abdul-Azz OL 6-2 279 So. ‘Baton Rouge 43 Tommy LeBeau S 6-0 185 Sr. __ Monroe 
e Rather than face trial on a simple battery 76 Josh Boutle OL 65 340 Jr Hew Iberia 40 Austin Suits Ss 6 202 So. ~__ Baton Rouge 
charge, senior free safety Jalen Mills elected to ~~ George Brown OL 6-6 273 Fr. Cincinnat, OH = 23 cae : t = — 3 et ee 
i 4 ial diversi ’ 78 Garrett Brumfield OL 6-4 309 Fr. Baton Rouge 35 __Devin Voorhies Woodville, 
enroll in a one-year pretrial diversion program. Si--Nier Charis — 000260 Ea a: 51-Lel Willams S62 38S Chesterfield, VA 
Among other restrictions, Mills must remain ar- 64 Wiliam Clapp OL” 6-5 295 Fr, age Specialists Pos. HL OWL Yr Honea 
rest- and drug-free, submit to random drug testing, 72 AndyDodd OLGA 336 So, ~ Lindale, GA 42 Colby Delahoussaye PK 5-10 176 Jr. New Iberia 
prom 30 ours of community service, undergo | MenAN OSS a cS oP 
a psychological evaluation and attend a decision- 62 dustin Mikush OL 6-347 fF. Tomball,1X 29 AlexMjelsten “PK 5-8 165 So. _Lake Charles 
making class. If Mills successfully completes the 69 TurmerSimmers OL 6-5 257 Fr “Prairieville 30 KylePlau =—PK 5-10 191 Fr. Spring, TX 
program, the charge against him will be dropped. 5y-toe ee ot + a fe Kes 8 est Gewsen ‘ a ba Pa 
Mills was accused of punching a woman in the | ~~ chiiValenie-Okeke OL 6-6 315 Fr. Ludowici,GA 59 John Balls SN 61215 J Houston, TX 
mouth in May, 2014. TobyWeathersby OL 6-5 303 Fr. Houston, TX Blake Ferguson SN 6-3 217 Fr. Buford, GA 
67 JevonteDomond OT 6-6 310 Jr “Glendalo,AZ 50 ReidFerguson SN 6-2 236 Sr, Buford, GA 
65 65 Jerald H Hawkins OT 6-6 309 Jr Baldwin 96 ConnerLeBlanc SN/TE6-1 214 So. Morgan City 
4 , * jame GP Effic Cm Att Int Pct Yards TD Long Avg/G 
On the offense: “It's always an interesting dealat == = PASSING A.Jennings 13 1183 a 27 «2748961111 aa scte 
quarterback at LSU. Quarterback play is going tobe == Harris 8 175.0 25 45 2 55. 8 452 6 52 565 
big for them. It can keep you from winning the West. Ce | SS Re mnt peyeennennee vane tee ee mae enedie eee 
If they can get someone to manage the game, they T= Name GP No. Yards Avg “D lm Avg/G 
should win a bunch of football games. Everything else RECEIVING x oe nd vs Ae aA : a ma 
is there. The quarterbacks do have game experience; = T Mage ie pot Coenen cis 
that’s beneficial in the SEC.” cc ae ic Sat WE A rea eI tT “ 
On Les Miles: “Les Miles, because of his quirki- = === Name GP Att. Gain Loss Net Avg §- TD__Long Avg/G 
ness, doesn’t get the credit he deserves. He's donea === RUSHING L.Fournette 13 187 1049 15 1034 55 10 89 79.5 
hell of a job with that program since taking over for — T.Magee = 13 1120 «5583.12 «S71 5 3 «38 43.9 
Nick (Saban).He’s won one national championship and we = CK Millia 11 90 5D SAT 5 GB AO 
with a break or two, could have won more. He's really DEF. LEADERS abiaok K. Alexander 90, K. Beckwith 77, D. ae 2B 
@ good guy in the league. ——— Tackles for loss: D. Hunter 13, K. Alexander 7.5, K. Beckwith 7.5, J. Rasco 7.5 
On defense: “The front may not be what it's been — Sacks: J. Rasco 4, C. LaCouture 2.5, K. Beckwith 2, S. Teuhema 2 


past years — they have no first-round draft picks.” Interceptions: R. Martin 2, T. White 2, R. Jefferson 2 
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Kevin Toliver Il 
.  Toliver, who enrolled early, is a special talent at cornerback. 

, He's 6-2, 192 pounds, is physical and has the coverage skills 
needed to play early and often. Also, he enrolled early which 


him to be on the field this season in Baton Rouge. 


Tyron Johnson 


pect in the state of Louisiana for the 2015 cycle, Johnson is 
electric with the ball in his hands. He may not be as polished 
as a pure receiver right away, but he’s a big play waiting to 
happen. 


Arden Key 


}, Hapeville Charter in Atlanta has a chance to see the field early, 

particularly in obvious passing situations. The 6-5, 230-pound 
oy Key will have to have a good summer of adding weight and 
VA strength, but has the talent to play early for the Tigers. 


3 NEWCOMERS OF IMPACT 


Hometown 


Nick Brossette RB 60 2077 OOOS Baton Rouge 

Under Armour All-American...Ranked as the nation’s No. 181 prospect overall, No. 16 run- 
ning back and No. 9 prospect in Louisiana according to the 247Sports Composite. ..Rushed 
for 2,321 yards and 31 touchdowns as a senior. 


George Brown Jr. Oo 66 23 ooo Cincinnati, OH Winton Woods 
Ranked as the nation's No. 53 offensive tackle and No. 23 prospect in Ohio according to the 
247Sports Composite. ..Older brother, Aaron, was a former offensive tackle at Virginia Tech. 


Jeremy Cutrer $ 62 10 O00 Perkinston, MS Mississippi Gulf Coast 6.0, 
Ranked as the nation's No. 25 JUCO prospect according to the 247Sports Composite...Had 
44 tackles, nine pass breakups and an interception in 2014. 


Derick Dillon WR 5-11 173 OO0O60 Pine 
U.S. Army All-American...Ranked as the nation’s No. 169 prospect overall, No. 21 wide 
receiver and No. 6 prospect in Louisiana according to the 247Sports Composite...Flipped 
commitment from Florida to LSU on Signing Day. 


David Ducre FB 5-11 238 GOOG  Manieville Lakeshore 
Enrolled in January...Ranked as the nation's No. 206 prospect overall, No. 1 fullback and 
No. 10 prospect in Louisiana according to the 247Sports Composite...Rushed for 1,334 
yards and 16 touchdowns as a senior. 


Jazz Ferguson WR 65 25 GOGO Saint Francisville West Feliciana 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 296 prospect overall, No. 36 wide receiver and No. 12 prospect 
in Louisiana according to the 247Sports Composite...Caught 47 passes for 889 yards and 
10 touchdowns; rushed for seven scores and had 87 tackles and four interceptions on 
defense as a senior. 


Blake Ferguson Buford 
U.S. Army All-American... Ranked as the nation’s No. 2 longsnapper according to the 
247Sports Composite. 


IS 61 25 Oo Butord, GA 


Lanard Fournette A 5-10 18 «OOO New Orleans St Augustine 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 95 athlete and No. 58 prospect in Louisiana to the 247Sports 
Composite...Brother of LSU running back Leonard Fournette. 


Josh Growden P 62 190 OG Pro Kick 
Former rugby player from Australia...ls the third Australian punter to sign with LSU, joining 
Brad Wing and Jamie Keehn. 


Derrius Guice RB 510 213 GOOG Baton Rowe Catholic 
U.S. Army All-American...Ranked as the nation’s No, 169 prospect overall, No. 21 wide 
receiver and No. 6 prospect in Louisiana according to the 247Sports Composite...Rushed for 
1,341 yards and 21 touchdowns as a senior. 


Donte Jackson AT 5-11 1644 GOOG New Orleans Riverdale 
U.S. Army All-American...Ranked as the nation's No. 56 prospect overall, No. 3 athlete and 
No. 3 prospect in Louisiana according to the 247Sports Composite. 


Tyron Johnson WR 61 191 GOGOO New Orleans Warren Easton 
Under Armour All-American...Ranked as the nation’s No. 27 prospect overall, No. 5 wide 
receiver and No. 1 prospect in Louisiana according to the 247Sports Composite. ..Caught 94 
passes for 1,589 yards and 17 touchdowns as a senior. 


Arden Key WOE 65 230 @O@OC  Aflanta,GA Hapeville Charter 
Under Armour All-American...Ranked as the nation’s No. 82 prospect overall, No. 4 weak- 
side defensive end and No. 9 prospect in Georgia according to the 247Sports Composite... 
Registered 15.5 sacks as a senior. 


gives him a leg up having been through spring practice. Expect 


One of the fastest playmakers in the country and the top pros- 


Given the Tigers’ depth at the position, this elite pass rusher from 


maf — be PORTS. TIGERS RECRUITING 2015 


Isaiah Washington 

Defensive end Isaiah Washington is a raw talent out of Edna 
Carr in New Orleans, but he's 6-4, 240 pounds, is athletic and 
has the type of upside that new Tigers defensive line coach 
Ed Orgeron can mold into a monster. Keep an eye on 
Washington in the years to come. 


Defensive tackle is a huge need for the Tigers this cycle after they did not sign one in 
2015, The good news for LSU? Two of the top four (currently) defensive tackle pros- 
pects in the country for the 2016 cycle are right there in the state of Louisiana — 
Edwin Alexander (Hammond, La./St. Thomas Aquinas) and Rashard Lawrence 
(Monroe, La./Neville). Glen Logan from Destrehan, La., also is a four-star in-state 
defensive tackle prospect and LSU is in on Ed Oliver out of Houston, as well. 
Linebacker and quarterback (Felipe Franks from Florida is already committed) are also 
two other positions of need. 

— By JC Shurburtt 

247Sports 


Bai srorrs COM POSITE Committments 


Average Stars 


a ll 10 2 


Total Stars 88 
Natlonal Rank: 5 SEC: 3 


Pos. Wt WL Sia 


Xavier Lewis CB 5-11 188 @OO0 Reserve East 
U.S. Army All-American...Ranked as the nation’s No. 177 prospect overall, No. 22 cornerback 
and No. 8 prospect in Louisiana according to the 247Sports Composite. 


Adrian O 65 35 OOO Franklinton : Franklinton 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 45 offensive tackle and No. 19 prospect in Louisiana according 
to the 247Sports Composite. ..First-team all-state selection. 


Brandon Martin WR 64 20 O96 Dallas, TX Prime Prep Acatlemy 
Under Armour All-American...Ranked as the nation’s No. 45 wide receiver and No. 15 pros- 
pect in Texas according to the 247Sports Composite. ..Flipped commitment from Missouri to 
LSU on Signing Day. 


dustin McMillan 61 170 OOo Cedar Hill, TX Cedar Hill 
Enrolled in January,..Ranked as the nation’s No. 36 dual-threat quarterback and No. 167 
prospect in Texas according to the 247Sports Composite...Passed for 2,897 yards and 37 
touchdowns and ran for 656 yards and six scores as a senior. 


Foster Moreau T 65 25 Ooo New Orleans Jesuit 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 59 tight end and No. 70 prospect in Louisiana according to 
the 247Sports Composite...Had 34 catches for 454 yards and six touchdowns as a 
senior. 


Br'Keithon Moulon «6s sTE:s1 230 OOO Acadiana 
Ranked as the nation's No. 24 tight end and No. 34 prospect in Louisiana according to 
the 247Sports Composite...Had 17 catches for 445 yards and six touchdowns as a 
senior. 


Hanner Shipley TE 65 23 GO0O Marble Falls, TX Marble Falls 
Enrolled in January... Ranked as the nation’s No. 45 tight end and No. 143 prospect in 
Louisiana according to the 247Sports Composite...Had four catches for 78 yards and one 
touchdown as a senior. 


Maea Teuhema 0G 64 30 GOOO Keller, ™X Keller 
Under Armour All-American...Ranked as the nation’s No. 37 prospect overall, No. 2 offensive 
guard and No. 6 prospect in Texas according to the 247Sports Composite...Named 2014 
AIl-USA first team by USA TODAY. 


Kevin Toliver tl 62 192 © Jacksonville, FL Trinity Christian Academy 
Enrolled in January... Under Armour All-American...Ranked as the nation’s No. 8 prospect 
overall, No. 2 cornerback and No. 5 prospect in Florida according to the 247Sports 
Composite...Named 2014 All-USA first team by USA TODAY. 


Chidi Valentine-Okeke §=60T «836-6 305 GOGO Ludowici, GA Faith Baptist Christion Academy 
U.S. Army All-American...Ranked as the nation’s No. 102 prospect overall, No. 5 offensive 
tackle and No. 11 prospect in Georgia according to the 247Sports Composite... Nigerian 
native, didn’t start playing football until 2013. 


Isaiah Washington §=WDE 6-4 200 OOO New Orleans Etina Karr 
Ranked as the nation's No. 22 weakside defensive end and No. 24 prospect in Louisiana 
according to the 247Sports Composite...Recorded 55 tackles, 15.5 tackles for loss and 
seven sacks as a senior. 


Toby Weathershy oT 64 25 oooo Westfield 


Houston, TX 
Under Armour All-American...Ranked as the nation’s No. 104 prospect overall, No. 6 offen- 
sive tackle and No. 15 prospect in Texas according to the 247Sports Composite.. Originally 
committed to Texas. 
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PLAYER PROFILE | 


: MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 


Let Heisman Hype Begin for Fournette 


somewhat presumptuous with his 

Heisman Trophy pose against an out- 
classed opponent last season, but that can 
be dismissed as the rash action of a fresh- 
man getting ahead of himself. 

By the time Fournette reached the side- 
lines after his first college touchdown on 
a 4-yard run against FCS opponent Sam 
Houston State, LSU coach Les Miles let it 
be known that he wasn’t going to tolerate 
such shenanigans. 

So when Fournette gave a truly Heisman- 
worthy performance in a Music City Bowl 
loss to Notre Dame, there was no thumping 
of the chest or braggadocios chatter. Four- 
nette let the numbers speak for themselves. 

And speak they have, landing Fournette 
in the discussion about this season’s Heis- 
man candidates. 

With good reason, too. Not only did Four- 
nette become LSU’s all-time freshman 
rushing leader, but he did it against the 
Fighting Irish with a resounding effort that 
included touchdowns on a 100-yard kickoff 
return and an 89-yard run. 

“| think Leonard Fournette distinguished 
himself,” Miles said. “A very special player.” 

Much was expected of Fournette when 
he arrived at LSU after a protracted re- 
cruiting battle for the highly prized running 
back from St. Augustine High School in New 
Orleans. 

After a somewhat mild beginning, Four- 
nette delivered, too, with team-high to- 
tals of 187 carries for 1,034 yards and 10 
rushing touchdowns. He capped it with his 
Music City Bowl display that included 11 
carries for 143 yards and three touch- 
downs, including a first-quarter 8-yard run 
in the Tigers’ 31-28 setback. 

Offensive coordinator Cam Cameron fur- 
ther fueled speculation about this season 
with his declaration that the 6-1, 230-pound 
Fournette is “the most improved player on 
our offense.” 

That bodes well for the future given how 
Fournette closed out last season. After 


| sm Fournette may have been 


1a ad 


LEONARD FOURNETTE 


Dame being his most productive. 


Given all that, Fournette is playing it close : 


to the vest in sharing his thoughts on be- 


said he is, Fournette stressed the necessity 
of teamwork. ~ 


(working) together. It’s a great feeling.” 


ful poised to carry the ball. 


: RB LEONARD FOURNETTE 
, } Amid great expectations, 

: he set an LSU freshman / 
? rushing record with 
? 1,034 yards on 187 
? carries while scoring 10 
? rushing touchdowns. ... 
? Also an accomplished 
, ; special teams player, as witnessed in the 

: Music City Bow! against Notre Dame when he 

? returned a kickoff 100 yards for a TD. ... 
: In that same game, he rushed 11 times for 
? 143 yards and two touchdowns in fueling 

: Heisman Trophy speculation. ... He enhances 
? his imposing size, strength and speed with 
an intense work ethic. 


: He pledged to the Tigers as 
coming a team leader both on and off the : 


field. In sounding as the “humble guy” Miles 
: enrollee in the spring, 
? which gives him an 
“We are just all getting better as a whole,” : 
he said. “We are just learning the plays and : 


: EMERGING STAR 
: WR MALACHI DUPRE 


: Expected to be a catalyst in 
: an improving passing 

: attack. ... Added 10 

: pounds to his 6-3, 187- 

: pound frame in a bid to 

_ } become a more physical- 
» : ly dominant player. ... In an 

: uneven freshman season, he caught 14 pass- 

: es for 318 yards. ... He ranked second last 

; year in touchdown catches (five). ... Flexed his 
: newfound strength in the spring game with 

? four catches for 112 yards and two touch- 


‘ Ree ? downs. 
rushing for 372 yards in his first six games, : 


he gained 662 yards in the final seven, with : 


the last two against Texas A&M and Notre TOP NEWCOMER 


CB KEVIN TOLIVER 


far back as 2012 and 
then was an early 


edge over incoming 
freshmen. ... A five-star high 


: school recruit from vaunted Trinity Christian in 
And, it’s a great feeling for those at : 


LSU, Knowing that it has a Heisman hope- : 


Jacksonville, Fla. ... He has superior technique 
and footwork to go along with his 4.5-second 


: speed in the 40-yard dash. ... He's in the right 


place at the right time as the secondary has 
openings to fill. 


For more coverage visit lindyssports.com/college-football/sec/lsu : 
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We're on the Radio, Too! 
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OLE MISS - 


tM REBELS 


For more coverage of the Rebels, visit olemiss.2e47Sports.com 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS: Dan Werner, Matt Luke DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: Dave Wommack, Jason Jones STADIUM: Vaught-Hemingway Stadium: 60,580 


OLE MISS TRYING TO FINISH THE JOB IN THE SEC WEST 


here’s so much to like about Ole 

Miss. Eighteen starters return from a 

team that began last season 7-0, rose 

to No. 3 nationally and played in the Peach 
Bowl. 

Four future NFL first-round picks are now 
juniors and probably in their last seasons 
on campus. Two are on a unit that was the 
No. 1 scoring defense in the country last 
season. 

But Ole Miss does not know who its 
quarterback is going to be. Whether or 
not coach Hugh Freeze can figure that out 
could very well determine whether the Reb- 
els are going to settle for a middle-of-the- 
pack season or challenge for an SEC West 
championship and their first trip to the SEC 
title game. 

Ryan Buchanan, who grew up an Ole 
Miss fan and is the rare homegrown quarter- 
back in the state of Mississippi, is a redshirt 
sophomore who has been preparing to re- 
place three-year starter Bo Wallace for years. 
Buchanan has been consistently praised for 
his leadership, and his understanding of the 
offense is such that the coaches had to tell 
him to stop calling audibles into better (pass- 
ing) plays during a relief appearance last sea- 
son. He exited the spring with a slight lead, 
but it was only that. 

“It certainly doesn’t mean that he’s going 
to be the starter,” Freeze said. 

Buchanan’s main competition is Chad 
Kelly, who was highly recruited out of high 
school, but was kicked off the Clemson team 
in 2014 and spent last fall playing at East 
Mississippi Community College. He was ar- 
rested in a nightclub incident shortly after 
signing with Ole Miss in December, but he 
pled the charges down, and Ole Miss decid- 
ed to keep him. He has a stronger arm than 
Buchanan and is probably more suited to 
run the Rebels’ read-option packages, but he 
also has to learn the entirety of the offense 
in one offseason. 

Freeze is not expected to name a starter 
until at least sometime during fall camp, 
and with lower-division Tennessee-Mar- 
tin to open the year, he could play at least 
one game with multiple quarterbacks. That 
may be the best scenario, because whoever 


performs the best once the passes matter will 
remove all reasonable doubt that he’s the guy 
for the rest of the season. 

“I'm very optimistic,” Freeze said. 

He better be, because quarterback is the 
one position potentially holding back Ole 
Miss from achieving some great things in 
2015. 


OFFENSE 


SEC defensive coordinators may have 
adapted to the rash of up-tempo offenses 
with four-receiver formations infiltrating the 
league, but Ole Miss is still a different kind of 
challenge. 

The Rebels have one of the best receiver 
groups in the country, not only for top-end 
talent but also for depth. Opposing coach- 
es will have to find a way to stop Laquon 
Treadwell (6-2, 229) and Damore’ea String- 
fellow (6-3, 229) on the outside, with hybrid 
tight end Evan Engram (6-3, 227) and Cody 
Core (6-3, 196) in the slots. 

Treadwell was the team’s No. 1 receiver 
last season until he broke his leg and ankle 
trying to score a touchdown against Auburn, 
He sat out the last four games, but recovered 
enough that he was sprinting in the team’s 
practice facility by January and spent most of 
the spring trying to participate fully in prac- 
tice. 

“It's amazing,” quarterback Ryan Buchanan 
said of Treadwell’s recovery. “He’s worked his 
butt off to come back as fast as he has. He's 
looking good and he’s getting stronger every 
day. He looks great.” 

Stringfellow, a transfer from Washington 
who is now eligible, is the team’s No. 2 
receiver, although Engram became the top 
target after Treadwell’s injury. Add in a hand- 
ful of returning players with experience and 
a three-man recruiting class that the coaches 
think highly of (particularly five-star pros- 
pect DaMarkus Lodge), and whoever the 
Ole Miss quarterback is will have weapons 
galore. 

Left tackle Laremy Tunsil has given up two 
sacks in as many seasons and really came into 
his own as a dominant run-blocker as a soph- 
omore. He anchors an offensive line that 
technically returns all five starters, but may 


SCHEDULE 


Date Opponent 14 Record 
Sept.5 TENNESSEE-MARTIN 6-6 
Sept. 12 FRESNO STATE 6-8. 
Sept. 19 at Alabama 12-2 
Sept. 26 VANDERBILT 3-9 
Oct. 3 at Florida 7-5 
Oct, 10 NEW MEXICO STATE 2-10 
Oct. 17 at Memphis 10-3 
Oct. 24 TEXAS A&M 8-5 
Oct. 31 at Auburn 8-5 
Nov. 7 ARKANSAS 7-6 
Nov. 21 LSU 8-5 


Nov. 28 at Mississippi State 10-3 


RESULTS 


W vs. Boise State (Atlanta) 35-13 
Ww at Vanderbilt 41-3 
W LOUISIANA 56-15 
W MEMPHIS. 24-3 
W ALABAMA 23-17 
WwW at Texas A&M 35-20 
W TENNESSEE 34-3 
E at LSU 7-10 
L AUBURN 31-35 
Ww PRESBYTERIAN 48-0 
L at Arkansas 0-30 
W MISSISSIPPI STATE 31-17 
Peach Bowl 
L vs. TCU 3-42 


10-YEAR 
WINNING TREND 


» 0 0 


an» sn © © OH © OO 100 
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LOCATION: 


Oxford, Miss. 

2014: 

9-4 overall, 5-3 SEC (3rd, West) 
COACH: 

Hugh Freeze — At Ole Miss: 24-15, 

3 years; overall: 54-22, 6 years 
RETURNING STARTERS: 

18; 9 offense, 7 defense, kicker, punter 
PLAYERS TO WATCH: 


WR Laquon Treadwell, WR Damore’ea 
Stringfellow, TE Evan Engram, 

LT Laremy Tunsil, DE Marquis Haynes, 
DT Robert Nkemdiche, LB C.J. Johnson, 
DB Tony Conner 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: 


There’s as much top-end talent at Ole 
Miss as anywhere in the SEC, particularly 
at the skill positions (Laquon Treadwell, 
Evan Engram) and on defense (Robert 
Nkemdiche, Tony Conner). The No. 1 
scoring defense from last season returns 
seven starters and has tons of two- and 
three-year contributors. And there’s con- 
tinuity on the staff, with the major coordi- 
nators returning for their fourth seasons. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 


Ole Miss lost two of its last three games, 
in part because of injuries, but also 
because opposing defenses beat up the 
offensive line and shut down the running 
game. Ole Miss has to make dramatic 
improvements on the line and at running 
back, but will largely be hoping that 
returning starters play better in 2015 
than they did in 2014. Both cornerbacks 
are also new to major college football. 


KEY LOSSES: 

QB Bo Wallace, WR Vince Sanders, 

LB Deterrian Shackelford, LB Serderius 
Bryant, CB Senquez Golson, FS Cody Prewitt 


OVERVIEW: 


Ole Miss won its first seven games and 
rose to as high as No. 3 nationally in 
2014, signaling the program’s arrival on 
the national stage. Now the Rebels not 
only have to find a way to stay there, 
they have to figure out why the program 
slipped in the season’s last month and 
make necessary improvements. Do that, 
and Ole Miss could compete for the SEC 
West championship. 


KEY NUMBER: 

3,906 Passing yards for Chad Kelly at 
East Mississippi Community College last 
season when he also threw for 47 TDs, 
with just eight interceptions. 


look different after giving up too many 
sacks in 2014. Sophomore Rod Taylor and 
freshman Javon Patterson, an early enroll- 
ee, could push their way into the lineup at 
guard because Ole Miss needs to be more 
athletic up front. 

Ole Miss basically sliced its running 
back depth chart in half during the 
offseason, keeping the two — Jaylen 
Walton and Jordan Wilkins — who were 
the most productive. Walton is the supe- 
rior pass-catcher and has big-play ability, 
but Wilkins emerged late in the season 
because he runs hard. Freshman Eric 
Swinney also has a chance to show up in 
August and force his way onto the field. 

Ole Miss dramatically slowed its pace of 
play during the 2014 season, but showed 
off a tempo in the spring game that was 
reminiscent of Freeze’s first two years. He 
said that he’s determined to get back to 
playing fast, which should be welcome 


SCOUTING REPORT: Offense 


Ryan Buchanan 
Jaylen Walton* 
Laquon Treadwell* 
Damore’ea Stringfellow 
Cody Core* 

Evan Engram* 
Laremy Tunsil* 
Javon Patterson 
Ben Still* 

Rod Taylor 

Fahn Cooper* 
Gary Wunderlich* 


*Returning Starter in Bold 


Has slight lead in battle that'll continue this fall. 

Led team with 586 yards and five TDs in 2014, 

Should be one of best receivers in the country, 

Transfer from Washington is big, physical. 

Surprised everyone with 41-catch, six-TD season. 
Matchup nightmare should be best tight end in the SEC. 
NFL prospect is dominant in run- and pass-blocking. 
Early-enrollee has wowed coaches with ability, mindset. 
Was solid in run protection, pushing back nose tackles. 
Sneaky athletic, got a taste of game action last season. 
Bad Peach Bowl took away from overall fine season. 
Made 6 of 8 field goal tries as a true freshman, 


Chad Kelly, Jr. 
Jordan Wilkins, So. 
Quincy Adeboyejo, Jr. 
DaMarkus Lodge, Fr. 
Markell Pack, So. 
Sammie Epps, Fr. 
Jeremy Liggins, Jr. 
Aaron Morris, Sr.* 
Sean Rawlings, Fr, 
Justin Bell, Sr.* 
Robert Conyers, Jr. 
Andy Pappanastos, So. 


SCOUTING REPORT: Defense 


DE — Marquis Haynes 
DT Robert Nkemdiche* 
DT Issac Gross* 
Fadol Brown* 
C.J, Johnson* 
Denzel Nkemdiche 
Tony Conner* 
Tee Shepard 
Tony Bridges 
Mike Hilton* 
Trae Elston* 
Will Gleeson* 
*Returning Starter in Bold 


news for fans promised basketball on grass 
when Freeze arrived in late 2012. 


DEFENSE 


No defense in the country allowed fewer 
points last season than Ole Miss’ 16.0 per 
game. It was a special group, led by a unan- 
imous All-American at cornerback and 
a two-time All-American at safety. But 
Senquez Golson and Cody Prewitt are 
gone, as are both starting linebackers from 
last season. 

That has led defensive coordinator 
Dave Wommack to flip a couple of return- 
ing starters around, hoping that they’ll be 
able to succeed at new spots. C.J. Johnson 
has moved to middle linebacker from de- 
fensive end. He was a five-star prospect at 
linebacker in high school, but has played 
on the defensive line since his arrival in 
2011. 

“T really wouldn’t say it’s different, now 
that the game has slowed down for me a 
lot,” Johnson said. “I pretty much know 


Team-high 7.5 sacks as situational pass-rusher. 

Commands constant double-teams, lines up everywhere. 
Undersized nose tackle always seems to make big plays. 
Bigger end usually plays against strong side of offense, 
Converted end moves to middle linebacker. 

All-SEC in 2012, but injuries hurt past two years. 

Fills corner-safety-linebacker hybrid position well. 

Missed all of 2014 with a toe injury, but has elite cover skills, 
JC signee impressed during the spring with length. 

Versatile player has started everywhere in secondary. 
Three-year starter moves from strong safety for final season, 
Australian can place the ball well inside 20-yard line. 


John Youngblood, Jr. 
D.J. Jones, Jr. 
Breeland Speaks, Fr. 
Channing Ward, Sr. 
Christian Russell, Sr. 
DeMarquis Gates, So. 
A.J, Moore, So. 

Kailo Moore, Jr. 
Kendarius Webster, So. 
C.J. Moore, So. 

C.J. Hampton, So. 
Gary Wunderlich, So. 


what everyone in front of me is doing, as 
opposed to coming in as a freshman and 
knowing absolutely nothing.” 

Mike Hilton’s move to safety is less of a 
stretch; the senior has started at each po- 
sition in Ole Miss’ secondary during some 
part of his career. He was the Rebels’ lead- 
ing tackler while playing mostly corner- 
back in 2014. 

Opposing offenses will pay consider- 
able attention to defensive tackle Robert 
Nkemdiche, though that’s nothing new 
for the former No. 1 recruit. Nkemdiche 
has not always been a dominating play- 
er (four tackles for loss, two sacks as a 
sophomore), but the double-teams he 
commands are essential to allowing un- 
dersized players like end Marquis Haynes 
(team-high 7.5 sacks) and nose tackle Issac 
Gross (eight TFLs) the freedom of move- 
ment to make big plays. 

Having Nkemdiche play fewer snaps, 
though, could be the best thing for every- 
one, because his technique is the first thing 
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NDS Rank: No. 1 DT in class of 2017 


Nkemdiche has above average athleticism for his size, using movement skills and lower 


Williams. 


NDS Rank: No 1 WR in class of 2017 


and pluck at the catch point. 


TOP 3 NFL PROSPECTS 


NDS Rank: No. 2 OT in class of 2017 


body fluidity to skirt blockers and easily change directions. He can push the pocket with 
power and offers the versatility to make an impact vs. the run and penetrate the pocket to 
make plays in the backfield. Will likely receive comparisons to 2015 first-rounder Leonard 


One of the most physically gifted receivers in college even when he was a freshman, 
Treadwell has the Dez Bryant skill-set with his size and athleticism combination to be a 
mismatch against cornerbacks on the outside. Treadwell is the early favorite to be the top 
receiver in the 2016 draft with his body control and ball skills, making it look easy to track 


Tunsil, like teammate Laquon Treadwell, dealt with a serious injury late in the 2014 season 
and long-term durability is a concern. But if Tunsil stays healthy, he’ll be an early pick in 
next year’s draft because of his short-area quickness to seal the edge and heavy hands to 


move defenders in the run game. 


— Dane Brugler, NFLDraftScout.com 


to go when he’s tired. That makes him 
easier to block, and less effective overall. 

Nkemdiche’s brother, Denzel, had an All- 
SEC season as a redshirt freshman in 2012, 
but injuries have dramatically limited him 
since; he missed the last half of 2014 with a 
broken ankle. He has to be healthy this fall 
because Ole Miss has precious little depth 
after Denzel at outside linebacker. 

The loss of Golson and the move of Hil- 
ton create openings at cornerback, but Ole 
Miss quickly established in the spring that 
junior college signee Tony Bridges and Tee 
Shepard (another former junior college 
prospect, who missed 2014 with a toe in- 
jury) were the new starters. Going to cor- 
nerbacks that are 6-2 and 6-1, respectively, 
should change the way Ole Miss plays 
(both Golson and Hilton are 5-9) and allow 
Wommack to take chances up front with 
blitzes. 
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Add in nickel back Tony Conner — who 
could play corner, safety or linebacker — 
and Ole Miss has the pieces to be good 
again. 

“I’m real excited about this team and 
this defense,” Wommack said. “When we 
get them all together ... I’m really looking 
forward to next year.” 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


A year ago Ole Miss was trying to replace 
its kicker and punter. Since the replace- 
ments turned out to be freshmen, it’s not 
a concern at all now. 

Gary Wunderlich made 6 of 8 field goal 
attempts and all 20 extra-point attempts, 
and he has the leg to eventually become 
one of the SEC’s better kickers. He also 
punted 10 times because his hang time is 
significant. 

Australian Will Gleeson does not get the 


most lift on his punts, but he can place 
them anywhere he wants. Twenty-four of 
his 58 punts were placed inside the 20-yard 
line, and he also had 12 of his kicks travel 
at least 50 yards. 

Punt returner is a question mark, but 
freshman Jalen Julius was recruited to be 
a return specialist. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


The schedule-makers did not do Ole Miss 
any favors, giving the Rebels 10 straight 
games to start the season. It’s a season with 
only one bye week, and by the time Ole 
Miss gets to it on Nov. 14, it’ll have already 
played at Alabama, Florida and Auburn, 
and played at home against Texas A&M 
and Arkansas. 

The break comes right before the season 
ends with a home game against LSU and 
the Egg Bowl at Mississippi State. 

Being in the SEC is never going to pro- 
vide for an easy schedule, particularly when 
the West is expected to be as tough as ever. 
There is a drop-off in the non-conference 
schedule, which features games against 
Memphis, Fresno State, New Mexico State 
and Tennessee-Martin. 

— Hugh Kellenberger 
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NOTEBOOK 


Te Curious career of Jeremy Liggins took yet 


another turn this offseason. 

The 300-pound Liggins is now playing left 
tackle for the Rebels, which would seem to be about 
right for a man of his size — until you remember his 
most significant role in 2014 was serving as a bat- 
tering ram of a quarterback on short-yardage plays. 

Liggins, who also played tight end (catching one 
3-yard pass), took 23 snaps at quarterback — 22 
rushes for 52 yards and two touchdowns, and one 
incompletion. Liggins, a junior, was a decorated 
high school quarterback who played that position 
and defensive end in one year of junior college ball. 

Ole Miss has always struggled with what to do 
with him, and settled this spring on making him an 
offensive lineman. That's his best opportunity to 
play football beyond college, and Ole Miss could re- 
ally use the help; with starter Laremy Tunsil miss- 
ing practice with an injury, Liggins was actually the 
first-string tackle for most of the spring. 

Liggins did have to switch from No. 15 to 69, al- 
though coach Hugh Freeze hinted Liggins’ days of 
being the biggest tight end and backup quarterback 
might not be over yet. 

“You never know where else we'll line him up,” 
Freeze said. 

¢ For the first time in two seasons, and just the 
second time in Freeze’s three seasons on campus, 
Ole Miss had to replace an assistant coach in the 
offseason. 

Linebackers coach Tom Allen left Ole Miss to 
become the defensive coordinator at South Florida. 
Freeze chose to fill the vacancy from within, pro- 
moting staffer Corey Batoon to coach the safeties 
(defensive coordinator Dave Wommack will coach 
linebackers) and coordinate special teams (which 
was also Allen's responsibility). 

© Freeze led a group of players, coaches and 
staff members on a spring break mission trip to 
Haiti. Everyone volunteered, except for quarterback 
Chad Kelly. It was part of his punishment for an 
offseason incident. 

* Among the players to transfer out of the pro- 
gram was running back I’Tavius Mathers, who led 
the team in rushing in 2013. He'll finish his career 
at hometown Middle Tennessee State. 


OPPOSING COACHES VIEW 


e On the offense: "Without (quarterback) 
Bo Wallace, it will be interesting to see how they oper- 
ate. Without him there and without his personality, it 
might be positive for the offense. Bo made some awful 
decisions that cost them games. It's like he had a dif- 
ferent set of rules than anybody else. | think he was a 
very overrated quarterback last year." 


© On Hugh Freeze: "It's going to be a critical year 
for Freeze. He had a big win against Alabama, but after 
that they went downhill. After they lost Laquon 
Treadwell (in the Auburn game) they weren't the same 
team. The bottom line is, he needs a 10-win season. ... 
When they play together as a team, they're capable of 
beating anybody." 


REBELS SPRING ROSTER 


Quarterbacks Pos. Yr. Hometown Defensive Linemen Pos, Ht wt Yr. Hometown 
9 RyanBuchanan OB 6-3 208 So. Jackson 42 Garrald McDowell DL 6-2 245 Fr. Covington, LA 
16 Drew Davis QB 6-2 215 Jr Chapel Hill, NC 9 Breland Speaks DL 64 310 Fr. Jackson 
10 Chad Kelly QB 6-3 220 Jr, Buflalo,NY 94. Issac Gross DT 6-1 250 Sr Batesville 
2 DeVanteKincade 0B 6-0 202 So, Dallas,TX 56 Woodrow Hamilton DT 6-3 315 Sr. Raleigh 
Running Backs Pos. HL Wh Yr Hometown 93 D.J. Jones OT 6-2 310 J Piedmont, SC 
13 Eugene Brazley RB 5-9 189 So.  NewOrleans,LA © 99 HerbertMoore DT _—*&-1 325 So. Memphis, TH 
39 Martin Johnson RB 6-1 187 Jr Preston 5 RobertNkemdiche DT 6-4 280 Jr. Loganville, GA 
21 Akeem Judd RB 6-0 220 Jr. Durham, NC —--90_ Fado! Brown DE 6-4 280 Jr Charleston, SC 
33 Nathan Vanderburg RB 5-7 160 So. Olive Branch 14 Victor Evans DE 6-4 221 Fr. Dallas, TX 
6 Jaylen Walton RB 5-8 166 Sr. Memphis, TN 27 Marquis Haynes DE 6-3 220 So. Jacksonville, FL 
22 Jordan Wilkins RB 6-1 209 So. Cordova,TN -10_ C.J, Johnson DE 6-2 225 Sr. Philadelphia 
Wide Receivers Pos. Ht Wh Yr Hometown 84 Hunter Thuriey DE 6-4 245 Jt Nashville, TN 
8 Quincy Adeboyelo WR 6-3 189 Jr. Cedar Hill, TX 11 Channing Ward DE 64 274 Sr. Aberdeen 
29 Brandon Bell WR 6-0 205 Jr. Columbus 47 John Youngblood DE 6-3 246 Jr Trussville, AL 
81 Trey Bledsoe WR 6-1 208 So. Grenada Linebackers Hometown 
26 Quintavius Burdette WR 5-11 186 Sr Senatobia —— 2 ee = = Moga. 6 
e } 
Ss = = = * wee aa 31 DeMarquisGates LB 6-2 211 So. Hampton, GA 
86 Jordan Gallegos WR 5-9 170 Jt. New Albany, 0H 4 Denzel Nkemdiche LB a 22 = vege. 
83 DayallHaris WR 6-3 185 FF Jackson a ee a > = * preg 
s —_ en = te La ~ 20 Christian Russell LB 6-0 235 Sr. _—_—Fayetteville, NC 
16 Collins Moore OWR 6-1 201. S.~S*CMalison, a«S3_J0hm-Patrick Sherting LB S-11_ 217 So. Fairhope, AL 
11 Markell Pack | WR 6-3 181 So. Prva) 222 Bay Ray Sri s1B e228 = — 
32 Temario Strong 1B 6-0 233 Jr 

, ar = = a Defensive Backs ‘ : Hometown 
a ames oa ee = 3 raat FL 31 Justin Anderson DB 5-9 184 So Houston, TX 
- 1 Tony Bridges DB 6-2 19 Jr Hattiesburg 

= oa at 8 Chief Brown DB 6-1 200 Sr. Winona 

= rake Flora 32D: Buford DB 5-11 200 Fr. Oxford 

12 Tony Conner DB 6-0 217 Jr. Batesville 

W7_Evan Engram _TE_€3_227_Jr._Powder Springs, GA_ 25 "Cates Davis DB 5-8 171 Birmingham, AL 
ed Greenwood 19 Kendrick Doss. DS 6-0 211. Fr Florence, AL 
80 Elliot Markuson TE 6-0 235 So, Oxford > Tae Elston arr era Sika 
= vem Nee 2 ae eae es Tery 5 DavidGobbell DB 6-2 170 Fr Savannah, TN 
os Tas Le ee Te S228 Senatobla_ 4 Josh Gregory DB 5-10 195 Sr Alpharetta, GA 
3 GJ. Hampton DB 60 192 So. Meridian 
a elon LAs} est Jackson 28 Mike Hilton (DB 5-9 182 Sr Fayettovile, GA 
02 Derone Bott OL SS Rete Ee, Canton 49 Derrick Jones OBWR6-2 182 Jr Eupora 
717 ie Beye Oe 6X Vicksburg 39 A.J, Moore DB 6-1 190 So Bassfield 
75 RobertConyers OL 6-5 295 Jr, Miami,FL_ 36 C.J. Moore DB 6-0 186 So, Bassfield 
14. Fetn Cooper O65) 312 | &. Crystal Lake, IL_ 43 Kallo Moore DB 5-10 188 Jr Rosedale 
52_Davion Johnson __Ol_ 6-4 _ 308 _ So. Byhalia_ 24 Johnathan Rattlitfe DB 5-10 175 Birmingham, AL 
60 _Jeromy Liggins _OL_ 63 286 ur. Oxford = -2_‘Tee Shepard DB 61 195 Jr Fresno, CA 
72_ Aaron Morris OL 65 345 Sr. Jackson 45 ‘Kendarius Webster DB 5-11 170 So. Stockbridge, GA 
71_ Christian Morris OL 6-6 335 So. Memphis, TN sts Hometown 
79 Javon Patterson OL 6-3 313 Fr. Petal 93 Tyler Jackson = K_~—««S-f1 185. dr Oxford 
77 _Tyler Putman OL 6-5 265 Fr. Southaven $1 Nathan Noble K 63 230 Jr Greenville 
50_SeanRawlings _OL__6-5 285 Fr. Madison 92 Andy Pappanastos K 5-11 189 So. Montgomery, AL 
70 _ Jordan Sims OL_ 6-4 370 Fr Homewood, AL 97 GaryWunderlich K/P 6-0 175 So. Memphis, TN 
73_ Rod Taylor OL 6-3 320 So. Jackson 94 Will Gleeson P 6-3 189 So, Melbourne, Australia 
78 LaremyTunsil OL. 6-5 305, Lake City,FL_ 98 Grant Warren P61 207 So. Pascagoula 
63 Jacob Feeley C 63 200 Jr Picayune 53. Will Few iS 63 250 Jr Augusta, GA 
64 Ben Still C 63 298 Sr. Memphis, TN 57 ChadwickLamar LS 6-1 187 Fr. Oxford 


DEF. LEADERS 


J. Wilkins 
|,Mathers 12 67 


Tackles: M. Hilton 71, T. Conner 69, S. Bryant 65 
Tackles for loss: T. Conner 9, M. Heynes 9, three tied with 8 
Sacks: M. Haynes 7.5, C.J. Johnson 4, C. Ward 2.5 
Interceptions: S. Golson 10, C. Prewitt 3, M. Hilton 3 
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—_—AYASPORTS. REBELS RECRUITING 2015 


Chad Kelly 
The former Clemson and East Mississippi Junior College quar- 
\ terback and nephew of former Buffalo Bills great Jim Kelly, was 


to win it. If so, Kelly has the talent to keep the Rebels stable at 
that position and perhaps even develop into a dynamic play- 


both on and off the field. 


_  DaMarkus Lodge 

\, The Rebels won a big recruiting battle in landing Lodge, the 
} Cedar Hill (Texas) standout who is one of the most college 

/ feady receiver prospects in the country for the 2015 cycle. 
He has hands, is fluid, has good size at 6-2 and can come 

in and make an impact right away, perhaps even contend for 
a starting job. 


Van Jefferson 

Jefferson, from Ravenwood High in Brentwood, Tenn., is just 
like Lodge in the sense that he’s ready to play in college. Ole 
Miss turned him from a longstanding commitment to Georgia 
and held off Oklahoma and Michigan late for his services. 
Jefferson's father, Shawn Jefferson, coaches receivers in the 
National Football League and played in the NFL. 


3 NEWCOMERS OF IMPACT 


Hometown School 


Joe Anderson WOE 64 20 O00 Reserve, LA Riverside Academy 
Ranked as the nation’s No, 34 weakside defensive end and No. 35 prospect in Louisiana 
according to the 247Sports Composite...Had 25 tackles, six sacks and an interception as a 
senior. 


Tony Bridges CB 62 18 GOOC _ Perkinston Mississippi Gulf Coast 6.0, 
Enrolled in January...Ranked as the nation's No, 7 junior college prospect according to the 
247Sports Composite. ..Had 33 tackles, three interceptions and six pass breakups in 2014. 


Terry Caldwell Ob 62 215 OoO0 Senatobla Northwest Mississippi ¢.¢. 
Enrolled in January...Ranked as the nation’s No. 84 junior college prospect according to the 
247Sports Composite...Recorded 122 tackles, 12.5 tackles for loss, three sacks and five pass 
breakups in 2014. 


Rasool Clemons WOE 6-7 000 Alken, SC South Aiken 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 20 weakside defensive end and No. 10 prospect in South 
Carolina according to the 247Sports Composite...Originally from Bloomfield, N.J...Also 
played basketball. 


Shawn Curtis OB 63 20 O00 Miami, FL Ronald Reagan Doral 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 142 outside linebacker and No. 286 prospect in Florida according 
to the 247Sports Composite...Named All-Dade County,..Had 115 tackles and 21 sacks as a 
senior. 


Montrell Custis CB 60 17 OOO Hampton, GA Lovejoy 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 74 comerback and No. 81 prospect in Georgia according to the 


247Sports Composite...All-state honorable mention...Had 67 tackles and four interceptions as 
a junior. 


Ross Donelly DT 62 30 OOO Cypress, TX Cy-Fair 
Ranked as the nation's No. 41 defensive tackle and No. 92 prospect in Texas according to the 
247Sports Composite...First team all-district in 2014...Had 70 tackles, 10 tackles for loss, five 
sacks and two forced fumbles as a senior. 


Alex Givens oT 66 20 OOO Nashville, TN. Nastwille Christian School 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 60 offensive tackle and No. 15 prospect in Tennessee according to 
the 247Sports Composite... .All-state selection...Helped lead team to 12-1 record in 2014. 


Willie Hibbler AM 65 23 OOO Sardis North Panola 
Ranked as the nation's No. 376 prospect overall, No, 26 athlete and No. 8 prospect in Mississippi 
according to the 247Sports Composite...Selected to play in the Alabama-Mississippi All-State 
Classic. 


Michael Howard of 66 28 OOO Green Cove Springs, FL Clay 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 69 offensive tackle and No. 80 prospect in Florida according to the 
247Sports Composite...Named Class 5A All-State in 2014. ..Helped lead team to 10-2 record as 
a senior. 


Van Jefferson WR 62 183 OO00 Brentwood, TN Ravenwood 
U.S. Army All-American...Ranked as the nation's No. 135 prospect overall, No. 11 wide receiver 
and No. 3 prospect in Tennessee according to the 247Sports Composite...Caught 67 passes for 
1,224 yards and 13 touchdowns as a senior...Father, Shawn Jefferson, is a former NFL wide 
receiver and current WR coach for the Tennessee Titans. 
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f | competing for the starting job this past spring and has a chance 


maker given his upside. The entire key for Kelly — stay focused 


Rasool Clemons 

Defensive end Rasool Clemons has a long way to go to 
develop, but he’s 6-7, 220 pounds with a great frame and 
athletic upside. Ole Miss went to South Aiken (S.C.) High 

to land Clemons and you may not hear his name for a couple 
of years, but in time he could make a big impact depending 
on how he develops. 


A yl > 


The entire 2015 projected offensive line at Ole Miss could be gone after this season, 
so expect the Rebels to try to sign five up front on offense. Also, running back is a big 
need (they have Denzel Mitchell, an outstanding player out of Arkansas, committed) 
as Is inside linebacker and as always, defensive line, where head coach Hugh Freeze 
and staff want as deep of a rotation as possible. 
— By JC Shurburtt 
247Sports 


Committments 


2a7sronrs COMPOSITE 
0 7 15 O 


69000 9000 ooo OO 


Average Stars 


Total Stars 
National Rank: 17 


SEC:7 


Pos. HL WL Stars Hometown 


Dw. Jones DT 62 30 OOOO Scooba 

Enrolled in January...Ranked as the nation’s No. 4 junior college prospect according to the 
247Sports Composite...Had 29 tackles, 8.5 tackles for loss and four sacks in 2014...Had 49 
tackles and eight sacks in 2013. 


Jalen Julius 510 170 OOO Winter Garten, FL West Orange 
Ranked as the nation's No. 54 cornerback and No. 76 prospect in Florida according to the 
247Sports Composite...Played running back, receiver, cornerback and returned kicks for West 
Orange. ..Rushed for almost 700 yards and eight touchdowns in seven games as a junior. 


Chai Kelly 61 20 ooo Scooba East Mississippl €.6. 
Enrolled in January, ..Ranked as the nation’s No. 37 junior college prospect according to the 247Sports 
Composite. ..Nephew of Hall of Fame quarterback Jim Kelly. . Started his career at Clemson, 


Armani Linton $ 63 195 OOOO Walnut Walnut Attendance Center 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 237 prospect overall, No. 14 safety and No. 6 prospect in Mississippl 
according to the 247Sports Composite...Participated in the Alabama-Mississippi All-Star 
Classic. ..Switched his commitment from Mississippi State to Ole Miss. 


DaMarkus Lodge WR 62 199 O08 OO Cedar Hill, TX Cedlar Hill 
Under Armour All-American...Ranked as the nation’s No. 43 prospect overall, No. 6 wide 
receiver and No, 9 prospect in Texas according to the 247Sports Composite...Named 2014 All- 
USA by USA TODAY...Caught 63 passes for 1,218 yards and 25 touchdowns as a senior. 


Cameron Ordway CBO 60 174 OOO Pulaski, TN Gilles County 
Ranked as the nation's No. 42 cornerback and No, 13 prospect in Tennessee according to the 
247Sports Composite...Had 69 tackles and three interceptions as a senior and 75 tackles and 
nine picks as a junior. 


Javon Patterson 0G 62 317 GOGO Petal Petal 
Enrolled in January...U.S. Army All-American...Ranked as the nation’s No. 52 prospect overall, 
No. 3 offensive guard and No. 1 prospect in Mississippi according to the 247Sports Composite... 
Participated in the Alabama-Mississippi All-Star Classic. 


Jason Pellerin 6&4 215 OOO New Iberia, LA Catholic 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 15 dual-threat quarterback and No. 20 prospect in Louisiana accord- 
ing to the 247Sports Composite. ..Passed for 1,099 yards and 13 touchdowns and ran for 1,103 
yards and 28 scores as a senior...Also played basketball and baseball. 


Austrian Robinson SDE 66 25 OOo Pawling, NY — Trinity-Pawling Schoo! 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 34 strongside defensive end and No. 2 prospect in New York accord- 
ing to the 247Sports Composite...Had 25 tackles as a senior...Had 40 tackles and 10 sacks as 
a junior. 


Eric Swinney RB 5-10 188 OOOO  Tyrone,GA Sandy Creek 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 122 prospect overall, No. 13 running back and No. 14 prospect in 
Georgia according to the 247Sports Composite...Rushed for 1,842 yards and 21 touchdowns as 
a senior. 


Zedrick Woods OW 60 20 ooo Lake City, FL Columbia 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 69 outside linebacker and No. 158 prospect in Florida according to 
the 247Sports Composite...Second team all-state selection...Had 111 tackles, 18 tackles for 
loss, seven sacks and three interceptions as a senior. 
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PLAYER PROFILE | 


; MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 
: WR LAQUON TREADWELL 


? Enters third season as 

? one of most dominant 

? receivers in the country. 
? ... Caught 48 passes for 
? 632 yards 

? and five touchdowns in , 
: nine games. ... Season ended against Auburn 
? with devastating leg injury. ... Returned by the 
; spring and participated in some practices; 

? expected to be fully healthy by August. ... 

? Asserted himself as a leader as 

? a sophomore, but should be the dominant 
voice in the locker room as a junior. 


hen Evan Engram arrived on the 
Wye Miss campus as a freshman 

in 2013, there was no question of 
whether or not he was going to play. There 
was no other choice for the then-210- 
pound tight end. 

Graduation, injuries and academics 
forced the Rebels into a depth chart that 
was Engram and a group of walk-ons. 
Things have changed behind Engram 
on the second team, but two years lat- 
er he’s developed into one of the better 
tight ends nationally. He was a third-team 
Lindy’s All-American in 2014, and the two 
tight ends ranked above him have both 
headed to the NFL. 

He was also the consensus All-SEC pick 
as a sophomore, leading conference tight 
ends in receiving yards (662) on 38 re- 
ceptions. That included an explosive five- 
catch, 176-yard day against Mississippi 
State in the Egg Bowl. Among the high- 
lights of that game was Engram repeated- 
ly catching passes down the seam of the 
Bulldogs’ secondary and racing everyone 
down the field. 

Engram now carries 227 pounds on 
his 6-3 frame, but gaining strength (and 
the resulting weight) remains a constant 
battle. Ole Miss so far has primarily used 
him almost as a slot receiver, exploiting 
mismatches against linebackers and serv- 
ing as a quick-pass option on read-option 
plays. 

“| focused on getting stronger, to hold 
blocks with defensive ends and line- 
backers,” Engram said. “! focused on 
my hands, on my route-running. And just 
anything that comes with the tight end 
spot. | want to be more of a guy who the 
coaches don’t have to pull out on third- 
and-short, that | can hold my own with 
the bigger ends.” 

Consistency is also big for Engram, 
who did not record a catch in three 
games — most notably the road loss at 
LSU, the first of the season for Ole Miss. 
He came back the next week with more 


For more coverage visit lindyssports.com/college-foothall/sec/olemiss 


than 100 yards and a touchdown against : 
Auburn, but Ole Miss needs that level of : 
play every week. 

Engram was very lightly recruited out : 
of Powder Springs, Ga., and was con- 
sidered something of an afterthought in : 
the team’s talked-about 2013 recruiting : 
class. Now, he’s a team leader on an of- : 
fense that is looking for one heading into : 
this season. 

“Our momentum is going into playing to- : 
gether,” Engram said. “We're going to play : 
for each other ... push each other.” 


: Finally healthy after missing 


:- toe injury that required 


: EMERGING STAR 


: DEMARQUIS HAYNES 

? Lightly recruited out of high 
? school but led team with 
? 7.5 sacks as a true 

: freshman. ... Situational 
: pass-rusher increased 

? snaps throughout the 

? year, should start as a 

? sophomore. ... Had two sacks at Texas A&M on 
? Oct. 11, followed up with 2.5 more against 

? Tennessee a week later. ... Also had a sack 

: against Mississippi State in Egg Bowl and 

: forced three fumbles during the regular sea- 

: son. ... Needs to add some weight after play- 
ing at 220 pounds on 6-3 frame. 


: TOP NEWCOMER 


CB TEE SHEPARD 


the 2014 season with a 


surgery. ... Was expect- 
ed to start prior to get- 
ting hurt, and will do so 
this fall. ... Was a five-star 


? prospect out of high school, but did not qualify 


at Notre Dame and ended up at Holmes 
(Miss.) Community College. ... Developed into 


: a top cornerback prospect despite hearing 
: issues that kept him from hearing instructions 
: from the sideline. 
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18 WILEIOWN 
[NEISS GONSERVED: 299 


WE’VE EARNED A LOT OF HELMET STICKERS. 


Since 1937, Ducks Unlimited has conserved, restored ~~ 
and enhanced more than.13 million acres of waterfowl 
habitat throughout North America. 
Join our team and earn your helmet sticker today. 


Visit ducks.org to volunteer or to find,an event near you. 


MISSISSIPPI STATE 


BULLDOGS 


For more coverage of the Bulldogs, visit mississippistate.2e47Sports.com 
STADIUM: Davis-Wade Stadium: 55,082 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS: Billy Gonzales, John Hevesy 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Manny Diaz 


NEW LOOK, SAME GOALS FOR MISSISSIPPI STATE IN "15 


month of spring practices arrived 
A departed without many players 

explicitly mentioning Southeastern 
Conference or national titles. 

Don’t be confused. The thought is ever- 
present within MSU’s campus and among its 
fans, fueled by an aura of confidence built by 
the 2014 season. No need to talk about it. It’s 
simply out there. 

“This team expects to go compete for an 
SEC championship,” coach Dan Mullen said. 
“And there’s not a guy in the program that 
doesn’t think that is going to happen.” 

Mississippi State finished two games shy 
of accomplishing that feat last year. The 
Bulldogs finished 10-2 in the regular season. 
Their only losses were to Alabama and Ole 
Miss on the road. The defeat in Tuscaloosa 
knocked MSU off the No. 1 ranking in the 
country. 

MSU lost many key players from that 
squad. The personnel turnover has caused 
many to think Mullen and his guys will re- 
turn to being bottom-feeder Mississippi State 
rather than the No. 1 Bulldogs. 

“T still think people still doubt us and that 
we won't come out this year and we won't do 
the same or we won't get any better,” quarter- 
back Dak Prescott said. 

But this isn’t the Mississippi State of Jackie 
Sherrill or Sylvester Croom. Mullen has con- 
structed a program with a succession of qual- 
ity recruiting classes. 

The Bulldogs signed their first top-20 re- 
cruiting class under Mullen last February. The 
momentum had been building through Mul- 
len’s first six years. Mississippi State’s classes 
flew under the radar with little-known pros- 
pects, such as Prescott. Mullen was the only 
SEC school to offer linebacker Benardrick 
McKinney and running back Josh Robinson. 
Wide receiver De’Runnya Wilson was better 
known for his high school accolades on the 
hardwood rather than the gridiron. 

All were three-star prospects. They’re now 
NFL-level talents who helped MSU to a his- 
toric 2014. 

This year, Mullen’s success has led to the 
infusion of defensive lineman Chris Jones, 
linebacker Beniquez Brown and safety Jamal 
Peters. They all boasted four-star rankings or 


better coming out of high school. Each will 
play leading roles in the Bulldogs’ success in 
2015. They'll help a defense reload after los- 
ing eight starters. 

That's the kind of talented depth MSU 
hasn't been able to harvest before. It’s also 
what MSU is relying on to help the program 
stay in the upper tier of the SEC. 

“Our aspirations are to get better and to 
finish the season off the way we didn’t quite 
do last year,” Prescott said. “That allowed us 
to have a bigger chip on our shoulder and 
something to play for.” 


OFFENSE 


Mississippi State lost seven starters from 
last year’s squad. Dak Prescott provides the 
confidence that the offense can again lead 
the SEC in yards. 

Prescott set 12 single-season school records 
last season, including touchdowns (42), 
passing yards (3,449) and passing efficiency 
(151.7 rating). He became the first Bulldog 
to finish a season with more than 3,000 total 
yards. He had 4,470. 

The offense lost its second-best weapon 
in Josh Robinson, who declared early for 
the NFL Draft. Robinson gained more than 
1,500 yards in his final year with Mississippi 
State. 

Ashton Shumpert, MSU's most experi- 
enced back, finished with less than 500 
yards in his first two seasons in Starkville. 
Shumpert rushed for 274 yards last season, 
He gained 207 in the final four games of the 
regular season. 

A group of freshmen are fighting for time 
behind Shumpert, led by Dontavian Lee and 
Aeris Williams. True freshman and early en- 
rollee Malik Dear also shared reps with the 
running backs this spring. 

MSU featured a one-back system for the 
majority of last year. The offense likely will 
use all four to replace Robinson’s production. 

The Bulldogs will use even more wide re- 
ceivers. The unit could wind up being the 
deepest position on the team, despite losing 
two starters. 

Fred Ross, Fred Brown and Gabe Myles step 
into the spotlight this season. Two will be- 
come starters, one will serve as MSU’s fourth 


SCHEDULE 


Date Opponent 14 Record 
Sept.5 at Southern Miss 3-9 
Sept. 12 LSU 8-5 
Sept. 19 NORTHWESTERN STATE 6-6 
Sept. 26 at Auburn 8-5 
Oct. 3 at Texas A&M 8-5 
Oct. 10 TROY 3-9 
Oct.17 LOUISIANA TECH 9-5 
Oct. 24 KENTUCKY 5-7 
Nov. 5 at Missouri 11-3 
Nov. 14 ALABAMA 12-2 
Nov. 21 at Arkansas 7-6 
Nov. 28 OLE MISS. 9-4 


RESULTS 


10-3, 6-2 


SOUTHERN MISS 
UAB 
at South Alabama 
at LSU 
TEXAS A&M 
AUBURN 
at Kentucky 
ARKANSAS 
TENNESSEE-MARTIN 
at Alabama 
VANDERBILT 
at Ole Miss 
Orange Bowl 
L vs. Georgia Tech 


10-YEAR 


nS al Se Se Se = SS = 


49-0 
47-34 

35-3 
34-29 
48-31 
38-23 
45-31 
17-10 
45-16 
20-25 

51-0 
17-31 


34-49 


WINNING TREND 
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AT A GLANCE 


LOCATION: 


Starkville, Miss. 


2014: 
10-3 overall, 6-2 SEC (2nd, West) 


COACH: 


Dan Mullen — At Mississippi State and 
overall: 46-31, 6 years 


RETURNING STARTERS: 


8; 4 offense, 3 defense, punter 


PLAYERS 10 WATCH: 

QB Dak Prescott, WR De’Runnya Wilson, 
DE Ryan Brown, LB Beniquez Brown, 
LB Gerri Green, CB Taveze Calhoun 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: 


Prescott is one of the top quarterbacks 
in the country. The Bulldogs lost four top 
pass-catchers last year, but actually 
return a load of wideouts. The same is 
true at linebacker. Despite the NFL 
poaching leading tackler Benardrick 
McKinney, MSU’s strongest defensive 
unit will be its linebackers. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 


The offensive line will feature three new 
starters, highlighted by a new center. 
Jamaal Clayborn, the leading candidate 
to snap to Prescott, hasn’t played center 
since junior football. On defense, 
Mississippi State was vulnerable against 
the pass last year. The same could be 
true with three new starters in the sec- 
ondary. The Bulldogs lost their top three 
safeties from last year either through 
graduation or injury. 


KEY LOSSES: 

RB Josh Robinson, C Dillon Day, 

LB Benardrick McKinney, LB Matt Wells, 
DE Preston Smith, S Justin Cox, S Jay 
Hughes, K Evan Sobiesk 


OVERVIEW: 


Mississippi State is coming off its most 
successful season in program history — 
10 wins and a trip to the Orange Bowl 
for the first time in more than seven 
decades. MSU lost 16 starters from that 
team, but bring back the most important 
piece in Prescott. MSU will start a 
majority of upperclassmen in 2015, but 
the experience will only go so far unless 
Prescott plays up to his Heisman Trophy 
expectations. 


KEY NUMBER: 

87H Where Dak Prescott finished in the 
Heisman Trophy balloting last season, 
the highest finish ever for a Mississippi 
State player. 


PRESCOT 


lt Zam 


CHRIS JONES 


option. The Freds are the top candidates 
to replace Robert Johnson on the outside 
across from De’Runnya Wilson. Both fin- 
ished with more receptions and yards than 
Johnson last year. 

Myles is the top choice to replace 
Prescott’s favorite target from two years 
ago, Jameon Lewis. If it’s not Myles, junior 
college transfer Donald Gray will get looks 
at the slot position. 

The potential starters and replacement 
will all be looking up at Wilson, figura- 
tively and literally. The 6-5 wideout spent 
much of the spring sidelined with a knee 
injury, but in the spring game he flashed 
the chemistry he had with Prescott while 
becoming MSU’s leading receiver last year. 
Wilson finished with five catches for 92 
yards and a touchdown in the Maroon and 
White game. 

The former high school basketball star 
led MSU with 47 catches, 680 yards and 
nine touchdowns last year. Those numbers 
should only increase this year. 


COMMENT 
Dak Prescott* 
Ashton Shumpert 
De’Runnya Wilson* 
Fred Ross 
Gabe Myles 
Darrion Hutcherson 
Rufus Warren 
Justin Malone* 
Jamaal Clayborn 
Devon Desper 
Justin Senior* 
Devon Bell 


*Returning Starter in Bold 


POS STARTER 

Ryan Brown* 
Chris Jones 
Nick James 
AJ. Jefferson 
Beniquez Brown* 
Gerri Green 
Richie Brown 
Taveze Calhoun* 
Will Redmond 
Jamal Peters 
Deontay Evans 
Logan Cooke 

*Returning Starter in Bold 


COMMENT 


The cast surrounding Prescott leads to 
some optimism in every area ... except of- 
fensive line. 

Mississippi State lost three of its starters 
from last year — a tackle, guard and the 
center. The Bulldogs have replacements at 
guard and tackle, but lost all three of their 
centers to graduation. 

MSU moved guard Jamaal Clayborn and 
tackle Jocquell Johnson to center. Neither 
has played the position collegiately. Clay- 
born, who worked with the first-team 
throughout the spring, hasn’t played cen- 
ter since junior football. 


DEFENSE 


Mississippi State’s linebackers are the 
strength of the defense, yet no unit has en- 
dured more turnover in the past two years. 
None of the three starters from 2013 are 
still around. The Bulldogs are without two 
starters from last year, including their lead- 
ing tackler the last two seasons, Benardrick 
McKinney. 


Retums as possibly the best player in the SEC. 

Gained momentum at the end of last season. 

Has potential to be one of SEC’s best. 

Has been solid; needs to improve to help Wilson. 

Former HS QB-turned-cornerback enters second year at WR. 
Has Jimmy Graham-like size at 6-7 but no catches last year. 
Former TE enters his second season on the line. 

Three-year starter; one of two returning starters on line. 
Hasn't played center since high school. 

Least-experienced player on line steps into starting role. 
Started every game in ‘14; must support inexperienced OL. 
Lost job last season due to ineffectiveness, 


Brown will be asked to fill production of Preston Smith. 
Most talented defender on roster; needs to play like it. 
Has all the size in the world; has to put it to good use. 
Has quickest first step on the line, and confidence to match it. Johnathan Calvin, Jr. 
Without question, owns the highest football |Q on the team. 
This should be a continuing battle in fall camp. 

Can play MLB, but if Green starts, Brown will move to outside. DeAndre Ward, Jr. 
MSU's top comer in experience and talent. 

Possesses nice size and is primed for a breakout season. 
True freshman will win starting spot sooner or later. 

The only healthy safety on the roster with starting experience, Brandon Bryant, Fr. 
Described as having “NFL leg,” but competition ongoing. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Damian Williams, Jr. 
D. Lee, Fr/A. Williams, Fr. 
Joe Morrow, Sr. 

Fred Brown, Jr. 
Donald Gray, So. 

Gus Walley, Jr. 
Martinas Rankin, Jr. 
Deion Calhoun, Fr. 
Jocquell Johnson, Jr. 
Kent Flowers, So. 
Elgton Jenkins, Fr. 
Westin Graves, So. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Will Coleman, Jr. 

Cory Thomas, Fr. 
Nelson Adams, Jr. 


J.T. Gray, So. 
Zach Jackson, Sr. 


Cedric Jiles, Jr. 
Chris Rayford, Fr. 
Kivon Coman, Jr. 


Devon Bell, Sr.* 


Beniquez Brown, who finished second 
on the team in tackles last season, will be 
asked to fill McKinney’s production and 
leadership. His best asset in replacing those 
numbers is through his intelligence. MSU’s 
coaches and players rave about Brown’s 
football IQ. 

“T feel like they're really overlooking us, 
feeling like we lost so much,” Brown said. 
“We really try not to look at that and re- 
spond. We’re just ready.” 

The trio of senior Zach Jackson, junior 
Richie Brown and freshman Gerri Green 
will all help replenish the depth at line- 
backer, a unit that’s seen a revolving door 
to the NFL since Dan Mullen took over in 
2009. 

The losses on the defensive line appear 
worse on paper than in reality. The Bull- 
dogs lost three starters from last year’s 
team. 

Preston Smith left the biggest hole for 
MSU to fill. He led the team with nine sacks 
and 15 tackles for loss. Senior Ryan Brown 
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Dak Prescott, 0B, Redshirt Senior (6-1, 230, 4.68) 

NDS Rank: No. 2 QB in class of 2016 

Prescott is a true dual threat with the mobility and size to power through would-be tacklers, 
along with the arm talent to push the ball downfield. He needs to improve his consistency 
and ball placement as a senior, but he has a next-level future if he continues his develop- 
ment in 2015. 


Chris Jones, DT, Junior (6-4, 308, 5.12) 

NDS Rank: No. 3 DT in class of 2017 

A former basketball star and late bloomer on the football field, Jones arrived as a raw athlete 
with intriguing size. While his mechanics still need refinement, he is a much more consistent 

performer since his freshman season. Jones will be expected to step into a leadership role as 
a junior and play a versatile role inside and outside, similar to Preston Smith last year. 


Will Redmond, CB, Senior (5-11, 185, 4.45) 

NDS Rank: No. 8 CB in class of 2016 

Redmond became a starter in 2014 and despite some rocky moments, he never lost his 
confidence and developed into one of the best cornerbacks in the SEC by the end of the 
season. He has average size and strength for the position, with the speed and movement 
skills to stay in phase with receivers. With continued progress, could be one of the top five 


TOP 3 NFL PROSPECTS 


drafted CBs next year. 


— Dane Brugler, NFLDraftScout.com 


returns as the only starter on the line. 
Brown offers similar size to Smith. Brown 
also produced similar numbers as a junior 
to Smith’s third season. 

The losses inside create a starting spot for 
Chris Jones, who is arguably the Bulldogs’ 
most-talented defensive player. The junior 
arrived on campus three years ago with the 
goal of being a top-5 NFL draft pick. The 
former five-star prospect needs to play like 
one this year. 

The Achilles’ heel for Mississippi State 
last year was its pass defense. It allowed the 
most passing yards in the SEC. Under the 
direction of new coordinator Manny Diaz, 
the hope is to improve that area. The prob- 
lem is the Bulldogs lost three starters from 
that secondary, including both safeties. 

Kivon Coman and Deontay Evans 
worked at safety with the first team during 
spring practice. 

The big name to watch is freshman Ja- 


mal Peters, who headlined Mullen’s high- 
est-ranked recruiting class. The four-star 
recruit should make an immediate run up 
the depth chart when he arrives on cam- 
pus. 

The Bulldogs return three experienced 
corners. Depth won’t be a strength at de- 
fensive back, but Taveze Calhoun, Will 
Redmond and Cedric Jiles possess the tal- 
ent to turn heads this season. 

Mississippi State’s defense returns just 
three starters; even so the Bulldogs could 
start 11 players who are juniors or se- 
niors. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Evan Sobiesk made 12 of 14 field goal at- 
tempts last year, but he left the team in the 
offseason to pursue a Career in dentistry. 

Devon Bell is the only kicker on MSU’s 
roster with a made field goal on his resume. 
MSU removed Bell from field-goal respon- 


WILL REDMOND 


ae] Wade 


Photo by Mich. 


sibilities after he struggled in 2013, making 
6 of 14. Bell said publicly last year he was 
much happier just punting. 

He'll compete with Westin Graves this 
year to earn a spot at kicking field goals. 
The spring results were inconsistent. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


Part of the reason Mississippi State en- 
joyed its magical 2014 was its light sched- 
ule. MSU strolled through its non-confer- 
ence schedule, and it is likely to do the 
same in 2015 without a Power 5 conference 
opponent. 

In some ways, this year’s schedule is easi- 
er with matchups against LSU and Alabama 
at Davis Wade Stadium, rather than on 


2012 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 29.5 60 


2013 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 27.7 T-70 

Rushing 144.2 82 Rushing 189.9 43 Rushing 233.1 21 
Passing 237.7 58 Passing 244.5 53 Passing 280.7 22 
Total 381.9 79 Total 434.4 42 Total 513.8 


2014 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 36.9 16 


the road, as they were last year. MSU beat 
LSU in Baton Rouge for the first time since 
1991. That was also the last time it beat the 
Bayou Bengals in consecutive seasons. 

The home matchups against Les Miles 
and Nick Saban come in exchange for road 
trips to Auburn and Texas A&M. MSU han- 
dled both teams last year in Starkville. 

The biggest flip from last season is a road 
trip to Missouri. The Bulldogs’ SEC East op- 
ponent last year was a home meeting with 
Vanderbilt. 


DEFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 23.3 34 


DEFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 23.0 33 

Rushing 165.5 67 Rushing 144.2 37 Rushing 151.5 
Passing 221.8 45 Passing 205.2 22 Passing 272.8 
Total 387.3 52 Total 349.3 18 Total 424.4 


DEFENSE PER GAME 
Scoring 21.7 


TO MARGIN PERGAME RANK 


+16 + 1.23 +) +7 


TO MARGIN PER GAME 
+05 0 - 0.0 


TO MARGIN PER GAME 
— Mike Bonner 
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NOTEBOOK 


BULLDOGS SPRING ROSTER 


57 Will Coleman DL 6-5 245 Jr Tyler, TX 
17 NickFitzgerald QB 6-5 223 Fr. RichmondHill,GA 49 ‘Torrey Dale DL 6-6 255 Jr. Kenner, LA 
ississippi State endured a loud offseason, 15 Dak Prescott QB 6-2 230 Sr. Haughton, LA = 90._Grant Harris, OL 6-3 270 Fr. Bolton 
AY) Fe as many headlines off the field as 14_ Elijah Staley OB 6-6 235 Fr. Marietta,GA_ 95 _BraxtonHoyett —DL_—6-3 300_Fr. Pelham, AL 
it did on it. 11 Damian Williams QB 6-1 225 Jr. Metairie, LA «88 Nick James DL 65 3% Jr Long Beach 
Quarterbacks Dak Prescott and Damian Running Backs Pos. HL Wt Yr. Hometown 47 A.J. Jefferson DL 6-3 270 Jr. Summit 
Williams along with defensive lineman Torrey Dale 37_Bennie Braswell {l!_RB 5-9 170 So. Olive Branch 96 Chris Jones DL 65 308 J. Houston 
were allegedly attacked during a spring break trip to 10 Brandon Holloway RB 5-8 160 Jr ___—_—Tampa,FL_ © 34 CoryThomas = DL_ «6-5 300_‘FF. Bessemer, AL 
Panama City, Florida. The trio immediately returned 33 Dontavianlee _—~RB_ 6-1 220 Fr. Ll Ma Linebackers Pos. Ht. Wt Yr Hometown 
to Starkville after the incident without major inju- pad hatin Seager SAL ee 208 2 Fulton 29 Quadry Antoine LB 5-10 225 Jr. —_Belle Chasse, LA 
ries. 27_berisWilliams _RB__6-1_215 Ft West Point 42 Beniquez Brown LB 6-1 235 dt. Florence, AL 
The offseason only got worse from there. Wide Receivers Pos, Ht Wt Yr Hometown 39 Richie Brown (1B 6-2 235 Jr Long Beach 
Leading wide receiver De’Runnya Wilson was — &_Fred Brown LN el A Jackson 51 KelanChairs «LB 6-0 220 So. Harvey, LA 
arrested in his home state of Alabama a week later © Stelby Christy _WA_ 6-3 210 _So. Geismar LA 45 _J.1. Gray 1B 6-0 196 So, Clarksdale 
on misdemeanor drug charges. “a ks Jackson 4 Gerri Green 1B 64 240 Fr Greenville 
The news continued to go south a few days later Sata = = 3 = ——- 46 Dezmond Harris 1B 6-4 235 So MCalla, AL 
in Starkville. Offensive lineman Elgton Jenkins : : 14 Zach Jackson _—«LB_ 6-2 210 Sr. Heidelberg 
; 7 86 Jesse Jackson WR 62 210 Fr. Petal 
was arrested on simple assault charges stemming ta en ena Garaai ara 28 DeAndreWard «LB 6-0 210 “ Wetumpka, AL 
from a snowball fight in February. MSU coach Dan 35. Gabe Myles acca tne tas Hometown 
sre nie each incident would be dealt with pia ake Sar ea Ran de 
* Three quarterbacks waitin the wings for their t5 pet no Wi 31nd Cleveland 0B 6-0. 160 J Powder Springs, CA 
opportunity after this season. Damian Williams is a a aga PT ; 5 1 Rion Coman DB 6-3 195 Jt Sheffield, AL 
the most experienced entering his junior season. 1 De'Runnya Wilson WR 6-5 225 Jr Birmingham, AL 32_BrandonDavis OB 5-9 170. Memphis, TN 
Redshirt freshmen Nick Fitzgerald and Elijah Tight Ends a a aT meme = cb deonay Evens 306095102 205.5. =teCam 
Staley are behind Williams. All three should see 53 HunterBradley TE 6-3 235 Jr Collierville, TH 9 Jamoral Graham DB 5-10 170 So. Decatur 
time during the season. #5 Rastun Dison Te 62) 210 te, Jackson -2_-ahimero Irvin-Silis DB 5-10 175 So. Elkton, MD 
“I want to coach them. | think when | coach them 84 Darron Hutcherson TE 6-7 260 Sr. aaa my (eco DB 5-10 185 Jr Clinton 
on all the basic stuff and getting better as a player it 19. Gus Walley TE 64 235 dt Richton _o_Kendrick Market D8 5-10. 168 Sr Batesville 
only makes me better,” Prescott said. Offensive Linemen Pos. Ht Wt = Yr. Hometown 24 Chris Raytord DB_ 6-0 190_ Fr. Byhalia 
Williams and Staley were sidelined with injuries 61 Delon Calhoun OL. 6-3 325 Fr PleasantGrove,aL «= «<All Redmond _DB G0 186 _ Sr. Memphis, TH 
through portions of spring practice. Williams dealt 71 Cole Carter OL 66 295 Jr. Caledonia Saat A emeoan 
with a chest injury. Staley tore his patella tendon 60 Jamaal Clayborn OL 6-4 320 Jr Jackson _43_Logan Cooke K/P_ 6-5 210 So. Darbun 
in bow! practices. That meant Fitzgerald handled 79 Ronald Cochran OL 6-4 282 Fr, Olive Branch 50_WestinGraves_ _K G0 163_S0, Flowood 
nearly every second-team rep in the spring. Prac- 62 DevonDesper OL 6-3 300 Jr. Madison 42 Devon Bell PK 62 185 St. Vicksburg 
tice began with Williams as Prescott's backup. 74 Kent Flowers OL 6-5 300 So. Hollandale 99 _oel Baldwin SN 6-3 220 Fr. Tupelo 
Fitzgerald may have closed camp neck-and-neck 73 Elgton Jenkins OL 6-4 285 Fr, Clarksdale 38 _Winston Chapman SN 6-2 225 Sr. Fairhope, AL 
with Williams. He threw for 250 yards on 20 of 30 64 Jocquell Johnson OL 6-4 300 Jr Jackson 13 WyattAnderson ATH 5-8 175 Fr. Poplarville 
passing in the spring game. 70 Justin Malone OL 67-320 Sr. Madison 54 Lawrence Brown ATH 6-4 258 dr. Columbus 
* Mississippi State moved Jamoral Graham 75_Martinas Rankin OL 6-5 300 Jr, Mendenhall 10 Nathan Gieb ATH 6-2 175 Ft Flowood 
from wide receiver to cornerback this season. The 78 Damien Robinson Ol 6-8 325 Sr. Olive Branch 88_AaronHamaker _ ATH 6-5 240 Ft. Little Rock, AR 
move was need-based due to a depleted second- 58 Justin Senior _—OL__6-5 205 Jr. __—Montreal,Canada_-«««80._Taylor Henry ATH 5-11 180__ So. Atlanta, GA 
ary and a surplus of wide receivers. Graham was 67 Michael Story OL 6-4 290 Fr. Ripley -19._Zak Neary ATH 6-1 195 _ Fr. Adamsville, TN 
hand-picked from the other wideouts due to his 76 _Jake Thomas OL 65 305 So. Columbus 33 _Boderick Oliver _ATH 5-10 175 So. Meridian 
confidence on the field. 77_ Rufus Warren OL 6-7 295 Sr. Indianola. --«-10_ Josiah Phillips ATH 6-4 Fr. Starkville 
“I'm a playmaker,” Graham said. “I'm gonna play 56_Nick Proby ATH 6-1 290 Sr, D'ibervile 
ball regardless of who I'm playing against.” 94) Noleon Adarns * DE '6:9' S00" Brandon 27 _Cory Qualls ATH 5-11 205 Fr Forest 
48 Ryan Brown DL 6-6 262 Sr _NewOrleans,LA © 30 HayesWalker —ATH_5-11 195 Fr Jackson 
97 Johnathan Calvin DL 6-4 250 Jr Jackson 37 Austin Wilson ATH 5-9 160 Jr. Olive Branch 
OPPOSING COACHES VIEW cw E GP Effic Cmp Att Int Pct Yards TD Long Avg/G 
* On offense: “They've got Dak Prescott and that vr PASSING D.Prescott 13 151.7 244 396 11 616 3449 27 74 265.3 
gives them a chance. He plays the game really well. He x Williams 6 160.5 4 #23 #40 609 86155 3 44 258 
can run and pass, and he’s good in the pocket. His — Pe ee ocatcessvee = pedeapesei si oeenas, = aims sesneeces 3 Tig wnpaad aes ae pandeannasaccasancospsssecsesscan 
ability to run makes him even better.” on neces, 12 cf rte ice 3 mn a 
© On defense: “They lost a lot of kids on defense. i RECEIVING J. Lewis 10 32 380 119 2 «7838.0 
The new defensive coordinator, Manny Diaz, went =r F. Ross 13 30 489 163 5 69 376 
from State to Texas (201 1) ANd WaS a. bDuSt. He Went tO bum voeereeseentevevesvscvecsessevscessscsssensenssansnncessensesssescensenesaressesesnasenesssssansnscnasecssseustenseesssasunscnneossssanenennenesanes 
Louisiana Tech and did so-so. The bottom line is, he [eg NAME  GP_ Att. Gain Loss Net Avg © TD_Long Avg/G 
needs to be a better defensive coordinator this time = RUSHING J.Robinson 13 = 190 1238-35 1203 63001173 92.5 
around at State. They didn’t play good defense in the == 7 Alesse . - oe ie bs vi i ip 
big: games, ‘like ‘Alabama: and! Oley Miss and \Goorgla: . San) acascsccetvssccastcttarasccesovcesessacecavosscopasttodouseshccre mses terscsetctacsos toon spcootedezvocscidecucabesssucSantidazands déeesssedseseie 
Tech.” co DEF. LEADERS Tackles: B, McKinney 71, B, Brown 62, C. Holmes 60 
¢ On Dan Mullen: “Mullen has done a great job with J—-—— 4 Tackles for loss: P, Smith 15, M. Wills 8.5, B. McKinney 8 


Sacks: P. Smith 9, R. Brown 3.5, B. McKinney 3, K. Eulls 3, C, Jones 3 
Interceptions: W. Redmond 3, R. Brown 3, four tied with 2 


the program. ... They were ranked No. 1 in the country 
for a few weeks. At Mississippi State, that’s unheard of.” 
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ORTS. BULLDOGS RECRUITING 2015 


Leo Lewis Chris Stamps 


in terms of upside/ceiling. The nation’s No. 3 safety prospect 
per 247Sports Composite rankings, Peters could contribute 


ops quickly. 


. WL = Stars Hometown School 


Fletcher Adams SDE 63 200 OO0O0 _ Brandon Brandon 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 173 prospect overall, No. 12 strongside defensive end and No. 4 
prospect in Mississippi according to the 247Sports Composite...Had 136 tackles, 23 tackles for 
loss and eight sacks as a senior...Helped lead team to 12-2 record and state championship game 
appearance in 2014. 
Johnathan Calvin SWE 64 20 GOO Wesson Copiah-Lincoln ¢.C, 
Enrolled in January...Ranked as the nation’s No. 50 junior college prospect according to the 
247Sports Composite. ..Recorded 43 tackles, 7.5 sacks and two forced fumbles in 2014. 
Malik Dear AW 659 228 @©O0O0 Jackson Murrah 
Enrolled in January. ..U.S. Army All-American... Ranked as the nation's No. 219 prospect overall, 
No. 13 athlete and No. 5 prospect in Mississippi according to the 247Sports Composite...Racked 
up 84 total touchdowns in high school career. 

Pinson Valley 


Nick Gibson RBO5-11 197 GOGO Pinson, AL 
Ranked as the nation's No. 327 prospect overall, No. 28 running back and No. 12 prospect in 
Alabama according to the 247Sports Composite...Rushed for 1,287 yards and 15 touchdowns as 
a senior...Had 2,205 rushing yards with 27 touchdowns as a junior. 
Donald WR 59 18 OG00 Wesson Copiah-Lincoln 6.6. 
Enrolled in January... Ranked as the nation's No. 8 junior college prospect according to the 
247Sports Composite. ..Originally signed with Mississippi State out of Memphis (Tenn.) White 
Station High School in 2013. 

Farrod Green WR 64 ooo Wesson Center 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 189 wide receiver and No. 35 prospect in Mississippi according to the 
247Sports Composite. ..Caught 25 passes for 409 yards and eight touchdowns as a senior. 


Justin WR 64 25 OOO Birmingham, AL 

Ranked as the nation’s No. 89 wide receiver and No. 28 prospect in Alabama according to the 
247Sports Composite. ..Participated in the Alabama-Mississippi All-Star Classic...Caught 22 
passes for 297 yards and two touchdowns for state champion Hoover as a senior. 


Dontea Jones WR 64 20 OOO Louisville Louisville 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 64 wide receiver and No. 12 prospect in Mississippi according to the 
247Sports Composite...Caught 43 passes for 774 yards and 11 touchdowns and helped lead 
team to a state title and undefeated record as a junior. 

Kendell Jones SDE 64 25 O66 Pinson, AL Clay-Chalkville 
Ranked as the nation's No. 36 strongside defensive end and No. 24 prospect in Alabama accord- 
ing to the 247Sports Composite...Had 77 tackles, 18.5 tackles for loss and 7.5 sacks as a senior. 


Keith Joseph WOE 63 200 O60 Pascagoula Pascagoula 
Ranked as the nation’s No, 26 weakside defensive end and No. 13 prospect in Mississippi accord- 
ing to the 247Sports Composite...Recoded 70 tackles, 14 tackles for loss, seven sacks and four 
pass breakups as a senior...Had 67 tackles, 17 tackles for loss and five sacks as a junior. 
Traver OW 64 2155 SOO Goodman Holmes C.6. 
Ranked as the nation's No. 30 junior college prospect according to the 247Sports Composite. .. 
Recorded 38 tackles, six tackles for loss, two sacks and two interceptions in 2014...Had 70 
tackles and 11 tackles for loss in 2013. 

Leo Lewis 63 25 OOC0 — Brookhaven Brookhaven 
Under Armour All-American...Ranked as the nation's No. 63 prospect overall, No. 1 inside line- 
backer and No. 3 prospect in Mississippi according to the 247Sports Composite...Named 2014 
AIl-USA first team by USA TODAY...Committed to Alabama and Ole Miss before signing with 
Mississippi State. 3 E 
Mark McLaurin S$ 63 200 OOo Collins Collins 
Ranked as the nation's No. 44 safety and No. 17 prospect in Mississippi according to the 
247Sports Composite...Helped lead team to state title in 2014...Had 38 tackles and seven 
interceptions as a senior. 

Keith Mixon APB O58 176 SOG Birmingham, AL Shaties Valley 
Ranked as the nation's No. 12 all-purpose back and No. 25 prospect in Alabama according to the 
247Sports Composite. ..Had 1,085 rushing yards and 16 touchdowns and caught 63 passes for 
1,129 yards and 13 scores as a senior. 
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early in the secondary provided he gets to campus and devel- 


There were not many high school linebackers more nasty than oa The Mississippi State staff has excellent evaluators and 
— Leo Lewis in the 2015 cycle and State won a down-to-the-wire [== cornerback Chris Stamps (Vicksburg, Miss./Warren Central) 
i) recruiting battle with in-state rival Ole Miss to land the a5 has what you look for in an elite prospect at his position. 
cc Brookhaven, Miss,, product, who once was an Alabama commit. [== He's 6-1, 170 pounds with good ball skills and hips. State 
a. Lewis is physically-gifted enough to step in and contend for a bei did an outstanding job finding him over in the Delta and if 
— starting job or at the very least contribute on special teams and he’s not a player for the Bulldogs this year, he will be in 
sp as a back-up right off the bat. He's a special player and a name short order. 
' comms } BEL Fas pial aaa ine Mere A ME CT Mississippi State has needs this cycle at linebacker, cornerback and outside receiver. 
w. Martinas Rankin The Bulldogs committed two comerbacks and a linebacker early, but will be on the 
cc The 6-5, 300-pound Rankin, from Gulf Coast Community hunt for more as the cycle moves forward. 
Ld College in Mississippi, was the No. 1 junior college offensive 
= tackle prospect in the 2015 cycle and has already made it to — By JC Shurburtt 
oO Starkville, He's got the ability to make an immediate impact for 247Sporis 
C3 the Bulldogs on the offensive line. 
= Jamal Peters . 
= Peters is a 6-3, 205-pound U.S. Army All-American safety 2eersronrsCOMPOSITE bie 
o prospect from Bassfield, Miss., who is as gifted as they come Average Stars 


0 7 al O 


Total Stars 


National Rank: 18 SEC: 8 


Hometown School 


Harrison Moon 1 65 20 O00 Signal Mountain, TN Signal Mountain 
Ranked as the nation's No. 85 offensive tackle and No. 24 prospect in Tennessee according to the 
247Sports Composite...Named all-state and all-district. 

TD. Moton 1 62 30 SOO Shreveport, LA Woodlawn 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 28 defensive tackle and No. 22 prospect in Louisiana according to the 
247Sports Composite... Originally committed to Alabama. 

Anfemee Mullins WOE 64 245 OOO Aliceville, AL Aliceville 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 52 weakside defensive end and No. 33 prospect in Alabama according 
to the 247Sports Composite...Recorded 73 tackles, 26 tackles for loss and 15 sacks as 
a senior. 

Alec Murmhy RB OG-1 600 Nixa, MO Nixa 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 52 running back and No. 9 prospect in Missouri according to the 
247Sports Composite...Rushed for 1,973 yards and 22 touchdowns as a junior...Helped lead 
team to state title game appearance as a senior. 

Jamal Peters $ 63 25 Oooo Bassfield Bassfield 
U.S. Army All-American...Ranked as the nation's No. 58 prospect overall, No. 3 safety and No. 2 
prospect in Mississippi according to the 247Sports Composite...Had 58 tackles, 10.5 tackles for 
loss, 20 pass breakups and five interceptions as a senior. 

Martinas Rankin OT 65 300 OOOO  Perkinston Mississippi Gulf CoastC.C. 
Enrolled in January... Ranked as the nation's No. 50 junior college prospect according to the 
247Sports Composite...Named first-team all-region and All-MACJC in 2014. 

Maurice Smitherman CB 59 178 OGO Adamsville, AL Minor 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 393 prospect overall, No. 37 cornerback and No. 13 prospect in 
Alabama according to the 247Sports Composite...Had 49 tackles, two tackles for loss, nine pass 
breakups and four interceptions as a senior. 

Jonnas Spivey AH 60 180 O00 Bay Springs Bay Springs 
Ranked as the nation's No. 73 athlete and No. 22 prospect in Missouri according to the 
247Sports Composite...Passed for 1,431 yards and 16 touchdowns and rushed for 1,002 yards 
and 13 scores on offense and had eight interceptions on defense as a senior. 

Chris Stamps 6-1 170 OOO Warren Central 
Ranked as the nation's No. 52 cornerback and No. 11 prospect in Mississippi according to the 
247Sports Composite... Had 24 tackles, seven pass breakups and four interceptions as a senior... 
Recorded 48 tackles, 10 pass breakups and five interceptions as a junior. 

Michael Story oT 64 20 OO Ripley Ripley 
Enrolled in January... Ranked as the nation’s No. 141 offensive tackle and No. 32 prospect in 
Mississppi according to the 247Sports Composite. ..Participated in the Bernard Blackwell All-Star 


Game. 

AH 59 170 OOO Memphis, TN Memphis Central 
Enrolled in January...Ranked as the nation's No. 35 athlete and No. 14 prospect in Tennessee 
according to the 247Sports Composite... Two-time all-state selection...Rushed for 1,175 yards 
and 22 touchdowns and passed for 613 yards and nine scores as a junior. 
Nick Tlano 0B 65 230 GOO Chattanooga, TN Baylor School 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 32 pro-style quarterback and No. 25 prospect in Tennessee according 
to the 247Sports Composite...Completed 137 of 224 passes for 2,096 yards and 16 touchdowns 
with three interceptions as a senior. 
Timothy Washington =01B 63 200 OOO Yazoo City Yazoo City 
Ranked as the nation's No. 379 prospect overall, No. 29 outside linebacker and No. 9 prospect in 
Mississippi according to the 247Sports Composite...Had 55 tackles, nine tackles for loss and six 


sacks as a senior. 
Danyl Williams oc 64 34 OOO Bessemer, AL Bessemer City HS 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 8 center and No. 16 prospect in Alabama according to the 247Sports 


Composite. ..Participated in the Alabama-Mississippi All-Star Classic, 
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PLAYER PROFILE | 


. s z ST VALUABLE PLAYER 
Has Sights Set On Replacing Robinson | ™° 


: OB DAK PRESCOTT 

: Prescott announced his 
? return for his senior 

? season in early 

? January. ... He set 12 

? single-season records 
? last season including 

? touchdowns (42), passing 

: yards (3,449) and passing efficiency (151.7). 

: ... He became the first Bulldog ever to finish a 
: season with more than 3,000 total yards with 

; 4,470. ... He was the only player in the country 
: to post more than 3,000 passing yards and 

: 900 rushing yards last season. ... The expec- 
tations are even higher for him this year. 


Lee 


DONTAVIAN 


line of Mississippi State’s Maroon 

and White spring game. The self-pro- 
claimed “Bowling Ball” amassed more than 
1,500 total yards last season. As his chance 
in the NFL Draft inched closer, he witnessed 
one of his potential replacements, Dontavi- 
an Lee, run over a MSU linebacker and into 
the end zone. 

“They all learned from Josh. Josh was 
their older brother, teaching them things all 
through last year,” MSU quarterback Dak 
Prescott said. “So I'm sure they mimic his 
game in some shape or some form or fash- 
ion. But they’re all coming along.” 

Lee has a different nickname, though. 
Teamed with Aeris Williams, a fellow red- 
shirt freshman running back, they are the 
“Bang Bros” after their favorite song from 
the rapper Lil Durk. 

Lee signed with Mississippi State in 2014 
a bit under the radar. Williams headlined the 
Class as Mr. Football in Mississippi. 

After a spring in which Lee score five 
touchdowns in three scrimmages, he 
forced himself into the conversation to re- 
place Robinson. 

“| didn’t come up here to sit on the 
bench,” Lee said. “We're just going to have 
to see how this spring goes and how far 
camp goes.” 


Jin Robinson watched from the side- 


E 


Camp went really well. Williams finished 


370 in receiving. 
Lee featured those abilities in high school. 


hauling in 29 passes for 432 yards with 
eight scores as a senior. 
“We recruited him to put the ball in his 


those things.” 


Lee arrived on campus as an unpolished 
player, though. He used his redshirt season : 
to fine-tune his pass blocking and better : 


recognize running lanes. 


you have to go. You have to understand.” 


have its new “Bowling Ball.” 


said. “But watch out for that power.” 


For more coverage visit lindyssports.com/college-football/sec/mississippistate 


3 Signing Day, the coach 

“Up here, you can’t just get the ball and : 
run anywhere,” Lee said. “There’s a set hole : 
: said Green personified 

Lee grasped the offense better each day : 
of camp. He'll continue the work into the : 
summer; by the fall, Mississippi State could : 


BEST AND BRIGHTEST 


i EMERGING STAR 


: LB BENIQUEZ BROWN 


with 217 yards rushing, with seven recep- : Brown finished second:on 


tions for 52 yards. He was the only back : the team last year in 


with the ability to run and catch the way = tackles (62) behind early 


Robinson did last year. The former Bulldog : NFL Draft pick 


recorded 1,203 yards on the ground and : ponardrick McKinney. ... 
: Brown won't play middle 


; ? linebacker, but he will be 
The Hattiesburg, Miss., native rushed for : 


1,590 yards with 13 touchdowns while also Since coach Dan Mullen arrived in 2009, MSU 


: has developed a legacy at linebacker from 

: Jamar Chaney to K.J. Wright to Cam Lawrence 
"S : and Benardrick McKinney. All four had careers 
hand and go run,” coach Dan Mullen said. = i, the NFL. Brown is next in line. 
“But there’s so much more to the game : 

than that. | think he’s done a really good job : 


picking up the offense and understanding : TOP NEWCOMER 


asked to take the reins of the defense. ... 


LB GERRI GREEN 
When Dan Mullen took the 
podium on 2014’s 


emphasized one sign- 
ing: Gerri Green. Mullen 


everything that is 
Mississippi State football. ... After redshirting 
last year, Green has the opportunity to live up 


? to the praise. At 6-4, 240, Green boasts nearly 
“| don’t refer to myself as nobody,” Lee : 


identical size of the departed Benardrick 


? McKinney. ... At the end of spring practice, 
: Green began working as the first-team middle 
? linebacker. 
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The Resorts of Pelican Beach is located at the heart of the Destin resort area and offers su- 
perb condominium accommodations and resort amenities - close to Destin’s popular restau- 
rants, nightlife and the Destin Harbor. Cook your catch beach side for a special treat you'll 
always remember! After one visit, you will know why so many of our guests choose to visit, 
again! For Our Latest Special Offers, visit www.pelican-beach.com or call (888) 735-4226 


RESORTS OF PELICAN BEACH 


On the Beach in Destin, Florida! 


MISSOURI 


) TIGERS 


For more coverage of the Tigers, visit missouri.247Sports.com 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Josh Henson 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Barry Odom 


STADIUM: Memorial Stadium/Faurot Field: 71,004 


TIGERS STILL HUNGRY FOR THE BIGGEST SEC PRIZE 


he players change at Missouri. So do 

the uniforms. Occasionally, the coach- 

ing staff turns over, too. The Tigers 

have even changed conferences in Gary 
Pinkel’s 15 years overseeing the program. 

But the expectations never shift — no mat- 
ter how otherworldly they might seem for 
anyone not paying attention to Pinkel’s track 
record. 

“We want to win a national champion- 
ship,” he said this spring. “To do that you 
have to win a division championship and 
you have to win a league championship. 
That’s never changed since we got here.” 

Missouri just missed reaching the BCS 
Championship Game in 2007 and 2013 
when conference title games got in the way, 
but while they were widely expected to strug- 
gle in the unforgiving Southeastern Confer- 
ence, the Tigers have stood above their peers 
in the SEC East in each of the past two years. 

Mizzou won 12 games in 2013 and fin- 
ished No. 5 in the national polls. Last year, 
the Tigers overcame a midseason offensive 
blackout and, in what might have been 
Pinkel’s finest coaching season, rallied to win 
11 games, including the Citrus Bowl, to fin- 
ish No. 11 in the coaches’ poll. 

For the Tigers, outscored by Auburn and 
Alabama in the past two SEC title games com- 
bined, 101-55, the path to greater national 
respect is clear. 

“We've got to win the SEC,” said senior 
offensive lineman Connor McGovern. 

“That's motivation for us. | know some 
people think it’s great we won the East (the 
last two years). ... But we don’t like finish- 
ing the season or the regular season with a 
loss. We're definitely highly motivated to fin- 
ish off the season right and win the whole 
thing.” 

The Tigers have a few ingredients to make 
that possible in 2015S, starting with another 
formidable defense. Mizzou allowed the few- 
est yards per game (323.3) in SEC play last 
year, but lost coordinator Dave Steckel, now 
the head coach at Missouri State. 

Pinkel brought back a familiar face to lead 
the defense — Memphis coordinator Barry 
Odom, a former Missouri player and assis- 
tant coach. He’s tinkered some with Steckel’s 


schemes, but inherits a loaded defensive line, 
plus experience at linebacker and in the sec- 
ondary. 

Now, if Pinkel’s staff can develop a more 
reliable passing game, the Tigers could make 
it back to Atlanta and maybe return home as 
SEC champions. 


OFFENSE 


Mizzou survived a dreadful stretch last fall 
when the passing game struggled to move 
the chains, much less score touchdowns. 
Here’s the sobering reality for 2015: They 
must replace all three starting wide receivers 
and four of the team’s top five pass catchers. 

Junior Maty Mauk has started more games 
(18) than all but two SEC quarterbacks and 
knows he has to improve on last year's 
completion percentage (53.4). He tossed 25 
touchdown passes, but too many possessions 
fizzled because of the Tigers’ inability to sus- 
tain momentum through the air. 

“If you’re going to be in a spread offense, 
you've got to execute there,” third-year 
offensive coordinator Josh Henson said. 
“Some of that’s about the players executing 
better. Some of that’s about me putting us in 
better positions and our staff putting us in 
better positions and our staff coaching bet- 
ter.” 

After shedding his body fat percentage 
nearly in half to 11 percent, Mauk was more 
nimble in and out of the pocket this spring 
and worked on stepping up to deliver passes 
downfield instead of needlessly scrambling 
as the play developed. His progress, though, 
might be measured by the team’s learning 
curve at receiver. 

No returning wide receiver caught more 
than five passes last year, which means Mauk 
will work with a fairly untested cast of wide- 
outs in J’Mon Moore, Wesley Leftwich, Nate 
Brown and another six or seven freshmen. 
Henson could also elect to feature tight ends 
Sean Culkin and Jason Reese more in the 
passing game. 

Brown, the projected starter in the slot, 
missed spring practices with a sprained knee, 
while Culkin, the team’s top returning receiv- 
er with 20 catches last year, missed the bulk 
of spring practices with a shoulder injury. 


SCHEDULE 


14 Record 


Sept.5 SE MISSOURI STATE 5-7 
Sept. 12 at Arkansas State 7-6 


Date Opponent 


Sept.19 CONNECTICUT 2-10 
Sept. 26 at Kentucky 5-7 
Oct.3 SOUTH CAROLINA 7-6 
Oct. 10 FLORIDA 7-5 
Oct. 17 atGeorgia = =—-:10-3 
Oct. 24 at Vanderbilt 3-9 
Nov.5 — MISSISSIPPI STATE 10-3 
Nov. 14 vs. BYU (Kansas City, M0) 8-5 
Nov. 21 TENNESSEE 7-6 
Nov. 28 at Arkansas 7-6 


RESULTS 


W SOUTH DAKOTA STATE 38-18 
W at Toledo 49-24 
W CENTRAL FLORIDA 38-10 
L INDIANA 27-31 
W at South Carolina 21-20 
L GEORGIA 0-34 
W at Florida 42-13 
W VANDERBILT 24-14 
W KENTUCKY 20-10 
W at Texas A&M 34-27 
W at Tennessee 29-21 
W ARKANSAS 21-14 
SEC Championship Game 
L vs. Alabama 13-42 
Citrus Bowl 
W vs, Minnesota 33-17 


10-YEAR 
WINNING TREND 


nn» © DO 6 DH 0 0 100 
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AT A GLANCE 


Columbia, Mo. 
11-3 overall, 7-1 SEC (ist, East) 


Gary Pinkel — At Missouri: 113-66, 
14 years; overall: 186-103-3, 24 years 


13; 6 offense, 6 defense, kicker 


QB Maty Mauk, RB Russell Hansbrough, 
C Evan Boehm, DT Harold Brantley, 

DE Charles Harris, LB Kentrell Brothers, 
LB Michael Scherer, CB Kenya Dennis 


Missouri returns five offensive linemen 
with starting experience. Mauk has more 
career starts (18) than all but two SEC 
quarterbacks, and Hansbrough is a 
returning 1,000-yard rusher. The defen- 
sive line reloads with the emergence of 
edge rushers Harris and Marcus Loud; 
Brantley is an All-SEC worthy tackle. 
Missouri is loaded with experience and 
talent at linebacker and cornerback. 
Freshman D-tackle Terry Beckner Jr. 
should contribute immediately. 


The Tigers don’t return a wide receiver 
who has caught more than five passes in 
a season. There’s not much depth behind 
Hansbrough at tailback. The passing 
game can’t afford another midseason lull 
like Mauk suffered through last season. 
An injury or two along the defensive line 
would test the depth there. 


RB Marcus Murphy, WR Bud Sasser, 
LT Mitch Morse, DE Shane Ray, 
DE Markus Golden, S Braylon Webb 


The Tigers have won consecutive SEC 
East titles but are hungry for more after 
losing the league championship game 
the past two years. Things could get 
shaky if Mauk doesn’t have trusty 
receivers in the passing game, but 
Hansbrough’s return, a seasoned offen- 
sive line and another strong defense 
could offset a middling passing game 
and repave the path to Atlanta. 


Wins for Missouri since the start of 
the 2013 season. Only four teams have = sea Ld 
more: Florida State (27), Ohio State (26), | \ Ss ; 
Michigan State (24) and Oregon (24). sh y Yrs CSU RINE re. 


Thy 


In other words, several Tigers could be 
making their first career receptions this 
year. 

“Are we going to go with more tight 
ends and less wide receivers?” Pinkel said. 
“Are we going to use running backs more 
in wide receiver positions? That’s going to 
be something we have to decide in August. 
It’ll be OK.” 

Missouri still managed a productive run- 
ning game last year, and that must con- 
tinue if the passing game falters. Russell 
Hansbrough isn’t the most durable back, 
but he’s quietly coming off a 1,084-yard 
season. The Tigers need depth at the posi- 
tion, and junior college transfer Chase Ab- 
bington, a slasher who can catch the ball, 
could be the ideal complement. 

Offensive line coach AJ. Ricker spent 
the spring figuring out his puzzles along 
the front five — he likened the process to 
“The Matrix” — but has no shortage of can- 
didates to surround returning center Evan 
Boehm and fellow senior Connor McGov- 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
QB Maty Mauk* Jr. Looking to pick up his completion percentage. Eddie Printz, So. 
RB _Russell Hansbrough Sr. Coming off 1,084-yard season; needs to stay healthy. Ish Witter, So. 

WR __ J'Mon Moore So. Speedy deep threat was team’s most productive WR in spring, DeSean Blair, Fr. 
WR Nate Brown So. Showed promise last year, but missed spring (sprained knee). Eric Laurent, Jr. 
WR Wesley Leftwich Sr. Just 3 career catches, but held down starting job in spring. — Keyon Dilosa, Fr. 
TE Sean Culkin* Jr. Caught 20 passes last year, but coming off shoulder injury, Jason Reese, So. 
LT  ConnorMcGovern* Sr. _ Has 28 career starts, mostly at quard. Malik Cuellar, Jr. 
LG Taylor Chappell* Sr. Moved inside after making 10 starts at right tackle last year. Brad McNulty, Sr.* 
C Evan Boehm* Sr. Veteran anchor along front five with 40 consecutive starts. Alec Abeln, So. 

RG Mitch Hall Sr. Former Ole Miss transfer can play either guard position. Kevin Pendleton, Fr. 
RT _Nate Crawford So. Converted DT still mastering pass-protection skills, Clay Rhodes, So. 


PK — Andrew Baggett* 


*Returning Starter in Bold 


Sr. Needs 71 points to become MU’s career scoring leader. 


Nick Coffman, Jr. 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 

DE Charles Harris So. Budding star led team in sacks, tackles for loss in spring. Walter Brady, Fr. 

DT —_ Harold Brantley* Jr. Could be Mizzou's next high draft pick along defensive line. Evan Winston, Jr. 

OT Rickey Hatley Jr. Moved into starting lineup midway through productive spring. Josh Augusta, Jr. 

DE — Marcus Loud So. Active edge pass-rusher; strong enough to play the run, too. Spencer Williams, Fr. 

LB _Kentrell Brothers* Sr. His 122 tackles last fall led all returning SEC players. Joey Burkett, So. 

LB Michael Scherer* Jr. Physical presence in middle; racked up 114 tackles last year. Brandon Lee, Fr. 

LB Donavin Newsom Jr. Dynamic athlete; often replaced by nickel back vs. spread. Clarence Green, Sr. 

CB. Aarion Penton* Jt. — Team's best ball-hawk; picked off three passes last year. John Gibson, Jr. 

CB Kenya Dennis* Sr. JC transfer emerged as playmaker with 61 tackles, Logan Cheadle, So. 

SS Anthony Sherrils So. Fierce hitter has mostly played special teams. Cortland Browning, Sr. 

FS _lan Simon* Sr. Versatile defender can play in the box or patrol center field. Thomas Wilson, So. 

P Corey Fatony Fr. Newcomer expected to secure job in preseason camp. Andrew Baggett, Sr. 
*Returning Starter in Bold 


ern, who could play any position other 
than center. 


DEFENSE 


Barry Odom knows better than to fix 
something that isn’t broken. 

The Tigers lost several key pieces to last 
year’s defense, along with coordinator 
Dave Steckel. All-American end Shane Ray 
is gone, as is end Markus Golden and safety 
Braylon Webb, but Odom didn’t overhaul 
the 4-3 base that has been one of the SEC’s 
best, even though he used a 3-4 defense at 
Memphis in the past three years. 

“Our job as coaches is to be great teach- 
ers and find out what each player can do 
best and build the defense around that,” 
Odom said. “If it's a 4-3, it’s a 4-3. If it’s a 
3-4, it’s a 3-4. If it’s 10-1, it’s a 10-1.” 

The Tigers mostly stayed in their base 4-3 
defense in four spring scrimmages, though 
Odom occasionally used a defensive end in 
a stand-up position and dropped him into 
pass coverage. 


Missouri must replace the most produc- 
tive tandem of ends in team history in 
Golden and Ray, who last year replaced All- 
SEC standouts Kony Ealy and Michael Sam 
and combined for 24.5 sacks. But sopho- 
mores Charles Harris and Marcus Loud 
seem to be up to the challenge. 

“We have to understand together,” Loud 
said, “that we are next, but the tradition 
and legacy has got to continue.” 

They’ll flank the team’s most accom- 
plished lineman in tackle Harold Brantley, 
a matchup nightmare for slower guards and 
centers. Pinkel has compared Brantley to 
former All-SEC tackle and 2013 NFL rookie 
of the year Sheldon Richardson. The only 
mild surprise during the spring came at the 
other tackle position, where Rickey Hatley, 
a career backup, surpassed 335-pound Josh 
Augusta as the starter alongside Brantley. 

The most important development this 
offseason was a change that didn’t hap- 
pen. Longtime defensive line coach Craig 
Kuligowski, who’s just starting to earn na- 
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NDS Rank: No. 4 ILB in class of 2016 


Brothers has the open-field tackling skills to duplicate (or even exceed) his 2014 production 
of 122 tackles. Brothers attacks the line of scrimmage in run support, frequently beating 
blockers to the action and forcing backs to adjust. He possesses very light feet and balance 
to slip blocks and has long arms and strong hands to latch on to ball carriers. 


NDS Rank: No 21 DT in class of 2017 


Brantley may the leader of the next wave of Mizzou defensive linemen to become SEC stars. 
Brantley comes with size concerns, but he’s quick and tenacious and a standout on special 
teams, blocking two kicks and twice rumbling for first downs on fakes -- showing impres- 
sive vision, balance, agility and speed for a big man. 


NDS Rank: No. 14 OC in class of 2016 


Despite his somewhat square-ish frame, Boehm possesses surprisingly light feet and bal- 
ance to pull and when reacting to moving targets at the second level. He gets good push at 
the point of attack, showing the hand placement, leg drive and competitiveness to clear a 
hole. Boehm shows good patience in pass protection, sliding laterally nicely, but sometimes 
will duck his head on impact, leaving himself vulnerable to swim moves. 


tional acclaim for years of impressive work, 
turned down an offer to become Illinois’ 
defensive coordinator. He returns for a 
15th season at Mizzou to coach a reloaded 
group. 

“All of us put together can be unstop- 
pable, I think,” Harris said. “No, I know.” 

Behind the line, Missouri features the 
top two returning tacklers in the SEC in 
linebackers Kentrell Brothers (weakside) 
and Michael Scherer (middle), two sound, 
physical strikers who rarely leave the field. 
When Odom uses three linebackers, Do- 
navin Newsom, a dynamic athlete, and 
Clarence Green, coming off a productive 
spring, will compete for the strongside job. 

Mizzou returns veteran cornerbacks Aar- 
ion Penton and Kenya Dennis, and Odom 
entrusted them with more press-man cov- 
erage this spring. Ian Simon is back at one 
safety position — he’ll play for a third po- 
sition coach in five years as safeties coach 


2012 RANKINGS 


PERGAME RANK 
25.8 80 
138.5 88 
217.9 76 
356.4 96 


OFFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


OFFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Pass 
Total 


PERGAME RANK 
28.4 68 
149.3 49 
241.4 74 
390.7 58 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


TO MARGIN PER GAME 
+1 + 0,08 55 


RANK 
+16 
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2013 RANKINGS 


PER GAME 
39.1 13 
237.9 16 
252.9 41 
490.7 16 


PER GAME 
23.1 34 
152.9 49 
264.8 
417.7 81 


TO MARGIN PER GAME 
+11 SS) +9 


— Rob Rang, NFLDraftScout.com 


Ryan Walters followed Odom from Mem- 
phis — while a handful of candidates will 
push for the other job, starting with sopho- 
more Anthony Sherrils. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


The most difficult player for Missouri to 
replace might not be All-American defen- 
sive end Shane Ray, but all-purpose dyna- 
mo Marcus Murphy, last year’s SEC leader 
in all-purpose yards and a threat to return 
punts and kickoffs for touchdowns every 
time he touched the ball. 

The Tigers won’t settle on his replace- 
ment until August, but safeties Ian Simon 
and Anthony Sherrils, and receivers Ray- 
mond Wingo and J’Mon Moore, could all 
get looks in camp. 

The Tigers also have to settle on a punter 
to succeed Christian Brinser; newcomer 
Corey Fatony, the first freshman punter 
to arrive on scholarship in more than a 


2014 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


RANK PERGAME RANK 
27.8 vA) 
177.9 53 
189.1 99 
367.0 95 

RANK DEFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 21.1 19 
Rushing 133.7 27 
Passing 2127 39 
Total 346.4 23 


RANK TO MARGIN PER GAME 


+ 0.64 


LB 


decade, will get a fair shot. Senior kicker 
Andrew Baggett is back for the field goal, 
PAT and kickoff jobs and should finish his 
career as the program’s career leader for 
points and field goals. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


After leaving the Big 12 three years ago, 
the Tigers have had to scramble to find 
non-conference opponents. After open- 
ing at home Sept. 5 against FCS Southeast 
Missouri State, Mizzou travels to Arkan- 
sas State, a game MU hoped to move to 
Busch Stadium in St. Louis, but ASU de- 
clined. The Tigers also host Connecticut, 
then play an intriguing neutral-site game 
against BYU at Kansas City’s Arrowhead 
Stadium on Nov. 14. 

That leaves the Tigers with just six games at 
Memorial Stadium, marking the fewest games 
in Columbia since 2011. In SEC play, the 
Tigers host South Carolina, Florida, 
Mississippi State (in a nationally tele- 
vised Thursday night game on Nov. 5) 
and Tennessee. Mizzou leaves home to 
play at Kentucky, Georgia, Vanderbilt 
and Arkansas. Since joining the SEC, the 
Tigers are 13-6 against this year’s conference 


opponents. 
PP — Dave Matter 
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NOTEBOOK 


Te: Tigers were shorthanded on offense for 


most of the spring as three projected start- 

ers missed time with injuries: slot receiver 
Nate Brown (strained MCL), tight end Sean Culkin 
(sprained shoulder) and offensive lineman Connor 
McGovern (strained MCL). 

All three are expected back for preseason camp, 
along with several backup players who required 
offseason surgeries: offensive linemen Sam Bailey 
(shoulder) and Paul Adams (shoulder) and line- 
backer Grant Jones (shoulder). 

Safety Tavon Ross and tailback Trevon Walters 
both underwent surgeries to repair ACL injuries; 
they were expected back perhaps as early as Sep- 
tember. Missouri hopes tailback Morgan Steward 
can contribute this year after missing the entire 
2014 season with a hip injury. 

° Gary Pinkel added two assistant coaches 
in the offseason. Barry Odom, a former Mizzou 
linebacker and safeties coach, replaced defensive 
coordinator Dave Steckel and will also coach line- 
backers, while Ryan Walters replaced safeties 
coach Alex Grinch. 

Odom worked at Memphis the past three sea- 
sons as defensive coordinator, while Walters 
coached the Memphis cornerbacks. 

“To be at a prestigious school as Mizzou and 
work for an established coach like Coach Pinkel, it 
was an opportunity | couldn’t turn down,” said Wal- 
ters, who played safety at Colorado. 

* Midway through spring practice the defense 
loaned the offense redshirt freshman cornerback 
Raymond Wingo to play slot receiver. The defense 
won't get him back anytime soon. 

Wingo, a dynamic quarterback-tailback-receiv- 
er-return specialist from St. Louis, caught on to 
his new role quickly and caught five passes for 73 
yards in two spring scrimmages. Wingo, who had 
the fastest 40-yard dash during offseason testing 
(4.28 seconds), could push for a major role if he 
picks up the receiver routes this summer. 

© QB Maty Mauk dropped his body fat percent- 
age from 20 to 11 in the offseason and felt lighter 
on his feet from the start of spring practices. “I feel 
it's a night-and-day difference how much faster 
| feel,” Mauk said. “| can go out there and be shifty, 
too, and kind of make some plays not just throwing 
the football but running the ball, too.” 


OPPOSING COACHES VIEW 


“Gary Pinkel has done a phenomenal job with the 
kids he has. On offense, they play team football as well 
as anybody in terms of vertical football and being 
opportunistic. It’s a great credit to him to win the East 
two years in a row. On defense, they are fast twitch. 
Their front four is disruptive.” 

© On the SEC East: “It’s an indictment on the entire 
East when Missouri wins the East two years in a row, 
(then) gets destroyed by Auburn, then Alabama in the 
SEC Championship Game. Georgia screwed it up last 
year (by losing to Florida), which Georgia is prone to 
do. Missouri is definitely not the most talented team in 
the East. It's time for Georgia and Florida and 
Tennessee and South Carolina to restore order to the 
East.” 


TIGERS SPRING ROSTER 


Quarterbacks Pox HL WhO. Homalown 71 Kevin Pendleton OL 64 35 Fr. Lee's Summit 
13 Corbin Berkstresser QB 6-3 220 Sr. Lee's Summit 66 Adam Ploudre OL 6-4 295 So. Ballwin 
7 Maty Mauk QB 6-0 200 Jr. Kenton,OH 72 Clay Rhodes OL 6-5 280 So. Stilwell, KS 
9 Eddie Printz QB 6-3 205 So. Marietta,GA 76 Jordan Williams OL 6-3 290 dt. Denton, TX 
1 Marvin Zanders QB 6-1 #185 Fr. Jacksonville, FL Dotensive Linenyen Pos, Wh Wh Yr Hometown 
Runiting Backs Pos. fit Wh Or Hometown 97 Josh Augusta DL 6-4 335° Jr. Peoria, IL 
46 Steven Blakley = RB 5-11 225 So. Memphis, TN 56 Walter Brady OL 6-3 255 Fr. Florence, AL 
24 Miles Drummond RB 5-11 215 Jr Centralia 90 Harold Brantley DL 6-3 280 Jr, Hershey, PA 
32 RussellHansbrough RB 5-9 195 Sr. Arlington, TX 95 Rickey Hatley DL 6-4 285 dr Atlanta, TX 
35 Tyler Hunt RB 5-11 210) Sr. Huntsville 96 A.J. Logan DL 6-2 300 So, Columbia 
40 Andrew Stevens RB 5-9 195 Jr St. Louis 35 Marcus Loud DL 6-4 260 So. Houston, TX 
36_Morgan Steward _RB_ 6-0 210 Jt. Kansas City 98 Rocel McWilliams DL 6-2 240 Fr. Pensacola, FL 
20_Trevon Walters _-RB__5-10 200 _F. Bradenton, FL_ 5) Eddie Serrano -—~OL_ «6-3 225 So. Niles, IL 
lA ee Na Tampa,FL_ 43. Spencer Williams DL 6-3 245 Fr. _Jacksonville, FL 
vt 550 Eyan Winston DL 6-3 300 Jr. Muskegon Heights, MI 
41 Aaron Bailey WR 5-9 165 So Round Rock,TX 1 charles Haris. «DE. «BS 255 So. Kansas City 
17 beSeat Biot ee BS SS signing Fl Linebnoknrs Poo. Hh Wh ¥r Hantotown 
26 Jake Brents WR 6-3 205 Jr Springfield 45. erie Beisel LB 83 375 + Sas Fantat 
22s Ene Wi 2 20650: Suwanee,GA +9 Kentrell Brothers 1B 6-1 235 Sr Guthrie, OK 
15 Keyon Dilosa WR 6-3 200 Fr. Round ROCk,TX —— 34 Joey Burkett Tern Jetferson city 
41 Eric Laurent WR 6-3 215 Jr Ballwin 40. Clarence Green 1B 60 220 Sr Clute, TX 
5 ang = = = = saantere 32 Tanner Hull 1B 6-0 215 So. Kansas City 
= = 15 Grant Jones LB 6-3 225 Fr. Columbia 
16 Thornes Foharé__Wt_ Gt 100 fe Masivile, TN 44 Brandon Lee 1B 6-2 220 Fr. Indianapolis, IN 
14 Raymond Wingo DB 5-11 175 Fr. BLY A eas an? ae tee Cie = hee 
Tight Ends Pom ih Whe Hometown 
30 Michael Scherer LB 6-3 235 Jr St.Louis 
11 Kendall Blanton TE 6-6 250 Fr. RR ee Sea a fasta 
80 Sean Gulkin TE 6-6 245 Jr. Indian Rocks Beach, FL i Ruioh india Gh Sa Se iitogin, TA 
82 ClaytonEchard TE 6-5 260 Sr. Eureka : 
89 Tyler Hanneke TE 64 235 Jr St. Charles Defensive Backs Pon. Hh Wh Ye Hoinotown 
50 itn ap me EAS SO ie Columbia «22 Logan Cheadle OB 5-10 180 _So. Lee's Summit 
Sa ois anon wT hls Euless, 1x Kenya Dennis DB 5-11 200 Sr. Leland, MS 
Offensive Linemon Pos Hit Whe Wi, Honwmtown 29 DeAndre MoKenzio’ DB 6-1 185 _ Sr Lee's Summ 
57. Alec Abeln OL 6&3 290 So St. Louis 6 Tavon Ross OB 6-0 200 Fr. Cochran, GA 
64 Paul Adams OL 6-6 290 Fr tecattiec THE | 22 2Anthony Sherri" 10B) = 6-0" 190\* Bo, Raoens Cy 
56 Sam Balley OC G4 285 "Fe Lamar _-34_Finis Stribling V 0B _5-11_175__Fr, Thompson's Station, TN 
78 Andy Bauer OL 63 310 Fr St.touls _1_dohn Gitison CB G0 100 de, _ snc City, TX 
77 Evan Boehm OL 6-3 320 Sr Lee's Summit 3 David Johnson CB 5-11 195 Sr. Spring, TX 
62 Taylor Chappell OL 6-5 305 Sr. Canadian,Tx 14 Aarion Penton _—CB__5-10 190 Jr. St. Louis 
55 NateCrawford OL 6-5 290 So Pensacola, Fi, -16_Brock Bondurant $62 _215'_Jr. Memphis 
70 Malik Cuellar OL 6-5 300 Jr. Fortuna,cA 5 _Gortland Browning S 6-1 205 Sr. Tyler, TX 
68 Mike Fairchild OL 6-5 295 Fr. Overland Park,kS 19 ShaunRupert S$ 6-1 195 So, _ Montgomery, AL 
92 Justin Grava OL 6-3 260 Jr Alpharetta,GA --21_lan Simon S60 195 Sr. Mansfield, TX 
73. Mitch Hall OL 65 310 Sr, Russellville,AR  _2_Chaston Ward S61 200 Jr Cleburne, TX 
52 Jordan Hill OL 6-2 270 So Lee's Summit 8 Thomas Wilson _S__5-10 190 So, Suwanee, GA_ 
60 Connor McGovern OL 6-4 300 Sr. Fargo, ND Speciilists Pos. if Wi Yi. Homotawn 
63 Brad McNulty OL 6-4 305 Sr. Allen, TX 99 Andrew Baggett K 6-1 215 Sr. Lee's Summit 
54 NickMonaghan OL 6-2 245 Sr, Darien, IL 90 NickCoffman  -K 5-11 170 Jr Houston, TX 
65 Tanner Owen OL 65 275 Fr. Kearney 86 Jake Hurrell LS 6-3 235 Jr St. Peters 
NAME GP Cmp Att Int Pct Yards TD Long Avg/G 
PASSING M.Mauk = 14 221 414 #13 534 2648 25 73 1894 
E. Printz 3 0 1 0 0.0 0 0 0 0.0 
RECEIVING GP No. Yards Avg TD Long Avg/G 
RECEIVING B. Sasser 14 77 «©1003 13.0 12 47 71.6 
J, Hunt 12 40 698 17.5 7 73 58.2 
D. White ah 30 372 12.4 4 45 33.8 
RUSHING GP Att. Gain Loss Net Avg TD Long Avg/G 
RUSHING R.Hansbrough14 205 1144 60 108 53 10 78 774 
M. Murphy = 14 177 973 49 924 5.2 4 69 66.0 
M. Mauk 14 108 569 196 373 3.6 2 36 «26.6 
DEF. LEADERS Tackles; K. Brothers 122, M. Scherer 114, M. Golden 78 


Tackles for loss: S. Ray 22.5, M. Golden 20, M. Hoch 9 
Sacks; S, Ray 14,5, M. Golden 10, H. Brantley 5 
Interceptions: B, Webb 4, A, Penton 3, five tied with 1 
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—BZASPORTS TIGERS RECRUITING 2015 


Justin Smith 
. Missouri went to Dublin, Ga., the home of Denver Broncos 

, receiver Demaryius Thomas, and found a plus-sized receiver 
in Justin Smith, who is in the mold of former Tiger and uber 
recruit Dorial Green-Beckham. Smith is 6-7, 220 pounds and 


Terry Beckner, Jr. 

Beckner, from East St. Louis, Ill., is the Tigers highest-rated 
signee since Sheldon Richardson and he certainly has the 
potential to remind fans of the former Mizzou and current New 
York Jets great. Beckner is 6-4, 293 pounds and played defen- 
sive end in high school before growing out of it. He could very has extremely quick feet and good elusiveness for a prospect 
well slide inside and have a Richardson-type of impact right his size. This was a very impressive land by the Missouri 
away once he arrives in Columbia this summer. Staff. 


Offensive line is a need as Missouri could very well lose five starters from the front 


Malik Cuellar : see ; : 
ft A 
Cuellar, from the City College of San Francisco, had elite film ollowing this season The Tigers again will be looking for receivers that can make 
bap Sythe 2 plays. Missouri's offense calls for it. 
from his final year in junior college and already climbed to No. 2 — By JC Shurburtt 
on the depth chart at offensive tackle midway through the 247Sport 


Tigers’ spring practice. The 6-5, 290-pounder is athletic, tough, 
can bend and has great feet. He's got an NFL future if he con- 


tinues his upward trajectory. 
Chase Abbington 


Abbington arrives this summer as a big running back from 


— 
i) 
c 
jae 
= 
= 
| os 
=f) 
co 
bau 
= 
| ome | 
qc 
= 
Lau 
— 
oo 


Mizzou out of high school and his arrival has been several 


tight away — he's got too much talent not to and the Tigers 
staff will get plenty out of him. 


Pos. Ht Wt Stars Hometown School 


Chase Abbington RB 62 2109 ©GO60 Hutchinson, KS Hutchinson 6.C. 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 20 junior college prospect according to the 247Sports 
Composite...Originally signed with Missouri out of Saint Peters (Mo.) Ft. Zumwalt South HS 
in 2013. 


Franklin Aghasimere OLB 6-2 ooo Montverde, FL Montverde Academy 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 96 outside linebacker and No. 205 prospect in Florida according 
to the 247Sports Composite...Native of Lagos, Nigeria. 


Terry Beckner Jr. TT 64 28 GOOOo East Saint Louis, iL East SL. Louis 
Under Armour All-American... Ranked as the nation's No. 13 prospect overall, No. 3 defen- 
sive tackle and No. 1 prospect in Illinois according to the 247Sports Composite...Named 
2014 All-USA frst team by USA TODAY. 


Malik Cuellar oT 65 20 O66 San Francisco, CA Cay College of San Francisca 
Enrolled in January... Ranked as the nation's No. 52 junior college prospect according to the 
247Sports Composite. 


Marquise Doherty A «6&1 1% GOS Kansas City Winnetonka 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 28 athlete and No. 5 prospect in Missouri according to the 
247Sports Composite...Rushed for 1,037 yards and 15 touchdowns as a senior. 


Corey Fatony P 511 19% OO Franklin, TN Franklin 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 10 punter and No. 55 prospect in Tennessee according to the 
247Sports Composite...Averaged 42.5 yards per punt as a senior. 


Richaud Floyd WR 5-10 15 GOO Gulfport, MS Gulfport 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 135 wide receiver and No. 28 prospect in Mississippi according 
to the 247Sports Composite...Caught 80 passes for 1,007 yards and 10 touchdowns as 
a junior. 


Marcell Frazier SIE 64 20 O90 Weed, CA 


College of Siskiyous 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 32 junior college prospect according to the 247Sports 
Composite...Originally signed with UNLV out of Portland (Ore.) Douglas HS. 


Terez Hall OB 63 25 O00 Lithonia, GA Martin Luther King Jr. 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 40 outside linebacker and No. 55 prospect in Georgia according 
to the 247Sports Composite.. .All-county selection as a senior. 


Emanuel Hall WR 62 19 GOOG Franklin, TN Centennial 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 110 wide receiver and No. 28 prospect in Tennessee according 
to the 247Sports Composite... Had 47 receptions for 889 yards and 12 touchdowns as 
a senior. 


Ad Harris 0G 64 27 OO9 Stilwell, KS Blue Valley 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 350 prospect overall, No. 23 offensive guard and No. 1 prospect 
in Kansas according to the 247Sports Composite... All-state selection. 


Cameron Hilton S$ 6&1 15 O60 Saint Louis Webster Groves 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 52 safety and No. 11 prospect in Missouri according to the 
247Sports Composite... Earned first-team all-state honors as a junior. 
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Hutchinson (Kan.) Community College. He originally signed with 


years in the making. Expect him to make an impact somewhere 


2 sPoRTsS co M POSITE Cummittments: 


Averaue Stars 


1 2 19 1 


Total Stars 


National Rank: 29 = SEC; 12 


Pos. HL WL Stars Hometown School 


Nate Howard WHE 65 2 606 Saint Louis Ladue Horton Watkins 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 30 weakside defensive end and No. 7 prospect in Missouri 
according to the 247Sports Composite... Originally committed to Wisconsin. 


Tyler Howell Oo 69 32 OOS El Dorado, KS Butler €.0. 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 27 junior college prospect according to the 247Sports 
Composite...Helped lead team to 8-3 record in 2014. 


Tyrell Jacobs TT 64 20 6060 Metairie, LA Archbishop Rummel 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 76 defensive tackle and No. 55 prospect in Louisiana according 
to the 247Sports Composite...Earned first-team all-district honors. 


Johnathon Johnson «= ATH-« 58 165 GOOG Memphis, TN Melrose 
Ranked as the nation's No. 47 athlete and No. 17 prospect in Tennessee according to the 
247Sports Composite. ..Had 64 catches for 1,381 yards and 16 touchdowns as a senior. 


Drew Lock 0 63 25 OOOO _ LeesSummit Lee's Summit Sr. 
U.S. Army All-American... Ranked as the nation’s No. 96 prospect overall, No. 7 pro-style 
quarterback and No. 1 prospect in Missouri according to the 247Sports Composite...Also 
a standout basketball player...Father, Andy Lock, is a former Missouri offensive lineman. 


Josh Moore T 65 20 OGG Olathe, KS Olathe North 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 27 tight end and No. 5 prospect in Kansas according to the 
247Sports Composite...Two-way star at tight end and defensive end...Also standout 
basketball player. 


Tanner Owen oT 65 25 OO6 Keamey Keamey 
Enrolled in January... Ranked as the nation’s No. 162 offensive tackle and No. 19 prospect 
in Missouri according to the 247Sports Composite. 


Ronnell Perkins ATH «6&2 1% OOG Saint Louls University City Sr. 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 56 athlete and No. 12 prospect in Missouri according to the 
247Sports Composite...All-state performer in track. 


dustin Smith WR 6-7 ooo Dublin, GA West Laurens 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 129 wide receiver and No. 108 prospect in Georgia according to 
the 247Sports Composite...Caught 65 passes for 1,038 yards and 13 touchdowns as 
a senior. 


Td, Warren 60 19 COG Conyers, GA Rockdale County 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 100 cornerback and No. 122 prospect in Georgia according to the 
247Sports Composite...Chose Missouri over Georgia Tech, Indiana and Marshall. 


Ryan Williams RB S11 18 OO9 Lees Summit Lee's Summit West 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 53 running back and No. 10 prospect in Missouri according to the 
247Sports Composite... Helped team win a state championship and was named an All-State 
running back as a junior. 
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PLAYER PROFILE fsiiins 


van Boehm has been announced in 
F« consecutive starting lineups — ev- 

ery game since he arrived on campus 
in 2012 — and he’s not taking a moment 
for granted this fall. 

In March, Missouri’s senior center talked 
with Kevin Morse, the father of former MU 
offensive tackle Mitch Morse, who deliv- 
ered a helpful reminder heading into the 
2015 season. 

“He said, ‘Evan, from June until the 
bowl game, you blink twice and it’s over,’” 
Boehm said. “It kind of hit me because I’ve 
started 40 consecutive games here and I’m 
very blessed, but I’ve still got a lot I want 
to do. I've got to take everything one stride 
at a time, but at the same time, I’ve got to 
live it up and go after it and make sure I’m 
making the most of it.” 

That was the essence of a talk offensive 
line coach A.J. Ricker had with Boehm and 
senior lineman Connor McGovern when 
spring practices began. Ricker, who started 
every game at center for Mizzou from 2000- 
03, doesn’t want his senior leader nodding 
off during his final season anchoring the 
line. 

“He's got to play at a higher level,” Rick- 
er said of Boehm. 


say, ‘OK, that’s what we’re looking for.’” 


power to play as a true freshman. He started 


Tigers, 31-27, in Columbia. 


Boehm’s problems were most noticeable : 
in the meltdown as he misfired on 11 shot- : 
gun snaps to Maty Mauk, a mechanical flaw : 
Boehm couldn't shake the more he dwelled : 
on the mistakes. But from there, he recov- : TOP NEWCOMER 
ered and became the reliable centerpiece to : 


MU's offensive line and an especially effec- : Widely rated a five-star 


tive blocker on sweeps and counter plays. 
“Evan can really run, man,” Ricker said. 


Boehm submitted his name to the NFL } 
advisory board for a draft evaluation, but : 
MU coaches said the league advised him to : 
return for his senior season. He didn’t need : 
: over Auburn, Florida State 


convincing. 


“This going to be a special team,” he : 


said, “It’s going to be a lot of fun.” 


For more coverage visit lindyssports.com/college-football/sec/missouri 


: MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 


: RB RUSSELL HANSBROUGH 
? At5-9, 195 pounds, the 
|} Arlington, Texas, native 
is built like the typical 

? small, but powerful 

: Mizzou back. He started 
: only three games last year 
? and split carries with Marcus 

: Murphy, but rushed for 1,084 yards, more than 
: all but three returning SEC players. ... 

? Hansbrough ran for 10 touchdowns and had 

5 20 carries of 20 yards or more. ... He logged 

: four 100-yard games, including a career-high 
199 at Texas A&M. 


: EMERGING STAR 


DE CHARLES HARRIS 
: The 6-3, 255-pound sopho- 
: more could go down as 


“I sat both those guys down and said, : one of Mizzou’s greatest 


‘Hey, guys, I don’t want you floating : : 
through the spring. I want to see you guys : was a lower-level high 
get better. I want to turn on the tape and see : school basketball pros- 
three or four plays each practice where I can : 
¢ covered him shortly before Signing Day in 


Boehm arrived with the requisite size and ; 


recruiting finds. Harris 


pect when MU’s staff dis- 


2013. He became the first Division | team to 


: offer him a scholarship, based only on his 
every game at left guard then moved to cen- }  hasketball highlight film. ... As the backup to 
ter in 2013. The Tigers won 15 of Boehm’s : au american Shane Ray last year, Harris had 
first 17 starts at center, but all systems went : two sacks and 19 tackles. ... Had a huge 
awry Sept. 20 when Indiana shocked the : spring 


DT TERRY BECKNER JR. 


prospect, the East St. 
Louis, Ill., native was 
the crown jewel of 
Mizzou’s 2015 recruit- 
ing class, picking MU 


and Ohio State. ... The 6-4, 293-pounder is 


expected to contribute immediately at the 
: tackle rotation. ... Racked up 117 tackles as 
: asenior, with four sacks and an interception. 
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SOUTH CAROLINA 


GAMECOCKS 


For more coverage of the Gamecocks, visit southcarolina.247Sports.com 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS: Shawn Elliott, Steve Spurrier Jr. DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: Jon Hoke, Lorenzo Ward STADIUM: Williams-Brice Stadium: 80,250 


RETOOLED GAMECOCKS LOOK TO REDISCOVER WINNING WAYS 


elected by the media to win the 
S* East, expectations were high 
for South Carolina in 2014, but it 
didn’t take long for those hopes to crash. 

Texas A&M had to rewrite its offensive re- 
cord books after shellacking the Gamecocks 
in the opening game of the season, and it 
didn’t get much better for South Carolina’s 
defense over the course of the year. 

South Carolina has never put a worse de- 
fense on the field in Steve Spurrier’s 10 sea- 
sons at the helm. The Gamecocks finished 
12th in the SEC, giving up 30.4 points per 
game, and finished 13th in the league by al- 
lowing 432.7 yards. 

A change had to be made, so Spurrier 
turned to long-time friend Jon Hoke, who 
worked for him as defensive coordinator 
for three years at Florida. In his final season 
with the Gators, 2001, Hoke’s unit ranked 
first in the SEC in scoring defense and total 
defense. 

“We had a difficult year on defense and we 
needed to do a little something different,” 
Spurrier said. “That’s my job as the head 
coach, to do something different. We’ve 
added someone that will really help us. Our 
defensive staff is in excellent shape.” 

Hoke spent the past 13 seasons in the NFL, 
with stints coaching the secondary for the 
Houston Texans and Chicago Bears. 

To be fair, a lot of the struggles last season 
were due to personnel and not just coach- 
ing. The staff, before Hoke’s arrival, hit the 
junior college ranks to address their needs. 
The Gamecocks finished last in the SEC with 
only 14 sacks, five behind the next-worst 
team, LSU. 

Four defensive linemen were signed from 
prep school or junior college as the Game- 
cocks look to retool at the point of attack. A 
junior college linebacker, safety and transfer 
safety will also help as Hoke looks to bring 
South Carolina back to the top half of the 
league in total defense. 

“I think we’re off to a good start. We still 
have a lot of work to do,” Hoke said. “We 
have a lot of things to clean up. We made 
progress every day and improved every day, 
but we still have a long way to go.” 

Having a long way to go makes sense after 


such a far, quick fall. 


OFFENSE 


Only twice during his coaching career has 
Spurrier gone without a quarterback competi- 
tion that drags into fall practice. This will not 
be the third time. 

Sophomore Connor Mitch and junior 
Perry Orth are fighting for the season-open- 
ing start against North Carolina, but as it 
stood at the end of spring, Mitch is the fa- 
vorite. He is listed atop the depth chart and 
was consistently the first quarterback on 
the field during spring practice, but Orth 
got equal reps. 

“We're still trying to see if one guy is 
clearly better than the rest,” Spurrier said. 
“We're always trying to figure out who the 
best player is. If they’re pretty close in abil- 
ity, you play more than one. Simple as that. 
We still have a lot of time to decide who’s 
our quarterback.” 

The two are fighting to replace Dylan 
Thompson, who set a school record for pass- 
ing yards in a single season in 2014. Mitch 
and Orth have combined to go 3 for 9 passing 
for 24 yards in their careers. 

The quarterback, whoever it may be, will 
have one of the best players in the SEC to 
throw to, but a whole bunch of question 
marks behind him. Pharoh Cooper is the 
SEC’s leading returning receiver with 1,136 
yards last season, but the only other wideout 
with a catch in a Carolina uniform is Shamier 
Jeffery. 

All eyes will be on Deebo Samuel, who 
redshirted last year, to be the No. 2 behind 
Cooper. He’s strong, quick and physical and 
compares favorably to former Gamecocks 
wideout Bruce Ellington. Tight end Jerell 
Adams and his 6-6 frame is a legitimate threat 
in the passing game as well. 

Running back Brandon Wilds has started 
11 games over the course of three seasons, 
with 1,277 rushing yards and 10 touch- 
downs. Sophomore David Williams, though, 
is the guy who has a chance to be a star as 
the tandem looks to replace Mike Davis’ 982 
yards from a year ago. 

Even with a quarterback competition and 
only one proven receiver, the position in the 


SCHEDULE 


Date Opponent 14 Record 
Sept.3 NORTH CAROLINA 6-7 
Sept. 12 KENTUCKY 5-7 
Sept. 19 at Georgia 10-3 
Sept. 26 UCF 9-4 
Oct. 3 at Missouri 11-3 
Oct. 10 LSU 8-5 
Oct. 17 VANDERBILT 3-9 
Oct. 31 at Texas A&M 8-5 
Nov. 7 at Tennessee 7-6 
Nov. 14 FLORIDA 7-5 
Nov. 21 THE CITADEL 5-7 
Nov. 28 CLEMSON 10-3 


RESULTS 


L TEXAS A&M 28-52 
W EAST CAROLINA 33-23 
Ww GEORGIA 38-35 
W at Vanderbilt 48-34 
U MISSOURI 20-21 
L at Kentucky 38-45 
W FURMAN 41-10 
L at Auburn 35-42 
L TENNESSEE 42-45 
W at Florida 23-20 
W SOUTH ALABAMA 37-12 
L at Clemson 17-35 
Independence Bowl 
W vs. Miami 24-21 


10-YEAR 
WINNING TREND 
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AT A GLANCE Be: 


Columbia, S.C. 
7-6 overall, 3-5 SEC (T-4th, East) 


Steve Spurrier — At South Carolina: 
84-45, 10 years; overall: 226-85-2, 
25 years 


13; 4 offense, 8 defense, kicker 


QB Connor Mitch, RB David Williams, 
WR Pharoh Cooper, OT Brandon Shell, 
DE Marquavius Lewis, LB Skai Moore, 
LB Jonathan Walton, CB Chris Lammons 


Even after losing its top running back 
from last year, South Carolina has two 
players — Williams and Brandon Wilds 
— it can count on. Cooper is the top 
returning player in the league at his 
position. A group of experienced line- 
backers leads a defense that is a year 
older and was retooled in the offseason 
with newcomers. 


Two offensive linemen — OT Brandon 
Shell (shoulder) and OT Mike Matulis 
(knee) — missed the spring after under- 
going major surgeries. There were only 
six healthy offensive linemen in the 
spring, and the position is the biggest 
question mark on the team. There are 
plenty of bodies along the defensive 
front, but there’s been little production 
from anyone on the roster. 


QB Dylan Thompson, RB Mike Davis, 
TE Rory Anderson, LG A.J. Cann, 
LT Corey Robinson, $ Brison Williams 


South Carolina was picked to win the 
SEC East a year ago, but fell on its face, 
finishing the regular season with a 6-6 
record before earning a victory over 
Miami in the Independence Bowl. The 
defense has been rebuilt under new 
co-defensive coordinator Jon Hoke, but, 
offensively, the Gamecocks must replace 
seven starters. 


4 Consecutive bowl wins, in as many 
seasons, for South Carolina. The 
Gamecocks are one of four teams to 
win four bowls in four years; the others 
are Michigan State, Texas A&M and 
Louisiana-Lafayette. 


hte sere PA s%& g 


SCOUTING REPORT: Offense 


POS STARTER COMMENT 
Connor Mitch Has six pass attempts in two career games played. 
Brandon Wilds These two locked in a battle for opening-game start. 
Pharoh Cooper* Top returning receiver in the SEC (1,136 yards). 
Deebo Samuel Hasn't played a snap; already considered second-best WR. 
Shamier Jeffery Seldom-used brother of Chicago Bears’ WR Alshon Jeffery. 
Jerell Adams Passing-game weapon is searching for consistency. 
Mason Zandi First-year starter missed spring with a hamstring injury. 
Cody Waldrop Was recovering from knee surgery in the spring. 
Alan Knott* Has the makings of a four-year starter at the position. 
Will Sport* Played tackle during the spring, but should slide back inside. 
Brandon Shell* Shoulder surgery kept him out in the spring. 
Elliott Fry* Missed only two kicks in his career inside 40 yards. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Perry Orth, Jr. 
David Williams, So. 
Matrick Belton, Jr. 
Shaq Davidson, Fr. 
Carlton Heard, Sr. 
Kevin Crosby, Fr. 
Mike Matulis, Sr. 
Brock Stadnik, Jr. 
Donell Stanley, Fr. 
Malik Young, Fr. 
D.J. Park, So. 
Landon Ard, Sr. 


*Returning Starter in Bold 


STARTER 
Marquavius Lewis 
Gerald Dixon Jr.* 
Phillip Dukes 
Gerald Dixon* 
Jonathan Walton* 
Skai Moore* 
Larenz Bryant 
Chris Lammons* 
Rico McWilliams* 
Jordan Diggs 


COMMENT 

JC transfer being counted on to anchor the pass rush. 
Big-bodied DT blocked two kicks, had two sacks in ‘14. 
Figures to be pushed by Wideman for starting position. 
Missed most of the spring with a lower leg contusion. 
Hard-hitter settling into a starting role. 

Team-leading tackler emerging as defensive leader. 
First-year starter missed spring with a liver injury. 
Plays with confidence; physical at line of scrimmage. 
One of team's strongest players pound-for-pound. 
Former nickel back fighting to solidify his starting job. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
David Johnson, So. 
Taylor Stallworth, So. 
Dexter Wideman, Fr. 
Cedrick Cooper, Sr. 
B. Allen-Williams, So. 
T.J. Holloman, Jr. 
TJ, Gurley, Sr* 
Wesley Green, Fr. 

Al Harris Jr., So. 
Chaz Elder, Jr. 


BRANDON SHELL 


most flux is the offensive line. South Caro- 
lina had only three true tackles on campus 
in the spring — and all three were hurt. 
The only position where South Carolina is 
sure of its starter is at center, where Alan 
Knott resides. 

Brandon Shell, a three-year starter at 
right tackle who had offseason labrum sur- 
gery, could move to left tackle. Mike Matu- 
lis, who has had three shoulder surgeries 
in his career and is now coming back from 
an ACL tear, could start at tackle or move 
inside to guard. Sophomore D.J. Park, who 
has dropped about 30 pounds over the last 
year, is ready to break into the rotation at 
guard or tackle. 


DEFENSE 


South Carolina had been in the top four 
in SEC scoring defense in each of the past 
four seasons before that streak came to a 
screeching halt last year. The biggest prob- 
lem was pass rush and overall play by the 
defensive line, which gave up 212.2 yards 


D.J. Smith 
Sean Kelly 
*Returning Starter in Bold 


per game on the ground. Couple a lack of 
push with an inexperienced secondary, and 
the 2014 season was a disaster. 

Nine defensive linemen return from last 
year’s team, but many will take a lesser role 
behind a recruiting class that features seven 
players at the position, including four from 
the post-high school ranks. Defensive end 
Marquavius Lewis, who has a lightning- 
quick first step and plenty of strength, pro- 
vides hope for a pass rush. 

Defensive tackle Dexter Wideman, who 
spent a year at prep school, should help 
on the interior. He enrolled in January, but 
missed a couple of practices due to absences 
in class. Defensive end Dante Sawyer, who 
enrolls in the summer after a stint in junior 
college, should immediately be penciled 
into the two-deep. 

“We have to be better fundamentally 
and we have to be able to create pass rush,” 
defensive line coach Deke Adams said. “We 
addressed a lot of those issues in recruiting 
and we look forward to getting some of 


Ball hawk with tremendous upside. 
FAU transfer could be exactly what team needs here. 


Chris Moody, Jr.* 
Joseph Charlton, Fr 


those guys on campus.” 

The Gamecocks will play a 4-3 base de- 
fense this year and two starters return at 
linebacker — middle linebacker Skai Moore 
and weakside linebacker Jonathan Walton. 
They were first and third, respectively, on 
the team in tackles a season ago, but only 
started as a tandem twice. That should 
change this season. 

Larenz Bryant and Bryson Allen-Williams 
figure to fight it out for the third linebacker 
spot. Bryant, who suffered an injury to his 
liver during a collision on the practice field, 
spent most of the spring on the sidelines. 
The linebacker unit, which also adds junior 
college transfer Ernest Hawkins, should be 
the best group on defense. 

The Gamecocks suffered through grow- 
ing pains in the secondary last year after 
losing three of four starters from the 12th- 
best pass defense in the country in 2013. 
Three true freshmen were part-time starters 
and the group improved as the year pro- 
gressed, with Al Harris Jr. earning SEC All- 
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No. 8 WR in class of 2017 


NDS Rank: 


would indicate. 


nin 


ank: No. 11 OLB in cla 


1 


NDS 


OT in class of 2016 
Shell is a massive prospect, possessing the broad shoulders, relatively trim middle and tree 
trunks for thighs that make him an intimidating presence. Despite his mass, Shell is surpris- 
ingly athletic, showing the combination of length, balance and agility to remain outside at the 
next level. He’s talented enough to warrant early-round consideration. 


of 2017 


11 rie A D5) 


Physically, Cooper might remind you of Detroit Lions all-purpose standout Golden Tate, using 
a combination of agility, ball-skills and toughness to make plays as a runner, receiver and 
returner. Cooper has terrific vision, balance and burst to make defenders miss, though he 
does not possess the elite breakaway speed that his five career scores of 70-plus yards 


Moore led the Gamecocks in tackles and interceptions each of his of his first two seasons in 


Columbia, racking up 149 stops and seven picks. Moore lacks the ideal bulk for a linebacker, 


but still has time to add muscle. He has the athleticism, instincts and ball-skills to catch the 
attention of scouts, although without greater mass he may be forced to attempt the difficult 


transition to safety at the next level. 


Freshman honors. 

Cornerback Chris Lammons seems 
poised for a breakout year after starting the 
final seven games and earning rave reviews 
during the offseason and spring. Lammons 
likes to be physical and plays with tremen- 
dous confidence. 

Isaiah Johnson, a former Big 12 Defen- 
sive Newcomer of the Year, is transferring 
from Kansas and plans to enroll in the sum- 
mer. The two-year starter for the Jayhawks 
will bolster a safety position that doesn’t 
have a clear starter at the free or boundary 
positions entering fall camp. 


Place-kicker Elliott Fry, a two-year starter, 
has been money on kicks inside 40 yards, 
converting 20 of 22 chances. Forty and lon- 
ger is an adventure, though, as he’s gone 13 
of 21. He's still the clear-cut No. 1. 


— Rob Rang, NFLDraftScout.com 


Both punters from last year’s team grad- 
uated, and Florida Atlantic transfer Sean 
Kelly was the only player at the position 
in the spring. He was a two-year starter for 
the Owls and finished 36th nationally in 
punting in 2013. 

Freshman Joseph Charlton, ranked as the 
No. 2 punter in the country by 247Sports, 
will compete there and for the kickoff 
duties, currently held by Landon Ard. 

Both aspects of the return game have 
been consistent struggles for several sea- 
sons, but kickoff returner Shon Carson and 
punt returner Pharoh Cooper are back to 
give it another shot. 


5 Me 


South Carolina opens the season against 
border rival North Carolina in a neutral 
site contest in Charlotte, N.C., to begin a 
challenging slate. Nine of the 12 teams the 


Gamecocks will face played in a bowl last 
season. 

After opening SEC play against Ken- 
tucky on Sept. 12, South Carolina will 
travel to Georgia for what is always a 
pivotal game for early control in the SEC 
East. The Gamecocks have won four of 
the last five, including a 38-35 shootout 
last year. 

From the SEC West, the Gamecocks 
will face two traditional powers — home 
against LSU and on the road against Tex- 
as A&M — that had down years in 2014. 
Clemson and UCF, along with The Cita- 
del, round out South Carolina’s non-con- 
ference schedule. 

— John Whittle 


2015 www.lindyssports.com 


Lindy’s Sports Annuals 165 


NOTEBOOK 


He coach Steve Spurrier delegated 


play-calling duties to two different offen- 
sive assistants last season. This spring, 
he pledged to do what he does best — call the 
plays. Spurrier, as he has in the past, will take 
suggestions from his offensive assistants, but he 
will have the final say. 

“| think the best thing is to go from the get-go all 
the way next year,” he said. 

¢ With the arrival of co-defensive coordinator 
Jon Hoke, the Gamecocks will switch from a 4-2-5 
base defense to a 4-3. Moving into the starting 
lineup as the third linebacker is Larenz Bryant, 
a junior who was a backup last year at the SPUR 
position, the fifth defensive back in the 4-2-5 for- 
mation. 

Hoke is quick to note that the 4-2-5 is simply 
a nickel defense, which he has always used dur- 
ing his coaching career. Former starting safety 
T.J. Gurley is now the starting nickel back and will 
be used often in place of Bryant against spread 
teams. 

¢ The Gamecocks had several notable injuries 
during the spring and several missed all 15 practic- 
es. Eleven players on the two-deep missed at least 
one-third of the spring. Two junior college players 
and a transfer are expected to enter into the rota- 
tion as well upon their arrival this summer, so the 
team could look very different in the fall than it did 
in the spring. 

“This is not our team by any means,” Spurrier 
said, just before the spring game. 

e The only wide receiver on the team not named 
Pharoh Cooper who has a reception in a South 
Carolina uniform is senior Shamier Jeffery, who 
has caught eight passes during his three seasons. 
Jeffery didn’t play in the spring game, though, 
after spraining his ankle walking down some steps, 
according to Spurrier. 

¢ Senior Shon Carson, who has spent his en- 
tire career at running back, will also play some at 
wide receiver this year. He practiced the majority 
of the spring at the slot position behind Cooper. 
Carson also serves as the team’s primary kickoff 
returner. 


OPPOSING COACHES VIEW 


© On defense: “They've changed some things up 
with Jon Hoke as defensive coordinator. They've got to 
be better with their technique and execution of the 
defensive calls. They've got some talented players, 
even though they get guys Georgia and Alabama don’t 
want. They do a good job of evaluating talent, but 
they've got to play better on defense.” 

¢ On offense: “Steve Spurrier is as good of an 
offensive mind as you'll find. But he’s got a new quar- 
terback and | don’t Know much about their quarter- 
backs. Ultimately for South Carolina to win, they've got 
to play good team ball, make the defense play on the 
long end of the field and produce on offense. Look at 
the games they've won: they’ve created turnovers and 
played good field position.” 


GAMECOCKS SPRING ROSTER 


Quarterbacks Pos. HE Wt = Yr. Hometown 94 Kelsey Griffin OT 62 311 Je Butord, GA 


6 Connor Mitch 0B 6-3 220 So. Raleigh,NC 99 Abu Lamin DT 6-4 331 Jt Fayetteville, NC 
5 Brendan Nosovitch OB 6-1 225 Jr. Allentown, PA 90 TaylorStallworth DT 6-2 315 So. __ Mobile, AL 
10 Perry Orth QB 6-1 212 Jr. Ponde Verda, FL 18 Cedrick Cooper DE 6-2 231 Sr. Lithonia, GA 
12 Michael Scamecchia QB 6-4 201 Fr. — Fleminglsiand,FL 44 Gerald Dixon DE 62 276 Jr Rock Hill 
Running Backs Pos. Ht Wt = Yr Hometown 5 Darius English DE 66 238 Jr Powder Springs, GA 
7 Shon Carson RB 5-8 201. Sr. Scranton 55 David Johnson DE 6-1 274 So. Lithonia, GA 
30 Darius Paulk RB 5-8 198 Jr Columbia 8 MarquaviusLewis DE 6-3 266 Jr. Greenwood 
49 Devin Potter RB 5-10 205 Jr Granite Falls, NC 51 Devin Washington DE 6-3 230 So. Orlando, FL 
32 Rod Talley RB 5-10 210 So. Laurens 48 DexterWideman DE 6-4 302 Fr Saluda 
41 Rondreas Truesdale RB 5-11 180 Ir Lancaster Linebackers Pos. Ht Wt Yr Hometown 
22 Brandon Wilds RB 6-2 224 Sr. Blythewood 4 _-BrysonAllen-Willams LB 6-1 248 So. Ellenwood, GA 
33 David Williams RB 6-1 216 So. Philadelphia,pa 1 EmestHawkins LB 6-1 225 So, _—Baltimore, MD 
39 Rivers Bedenbaugh FB 6-2 247 So eee ad I a Foley, Al 
43. Garrison Gist FB 5-10 252 Sr. Rock Hill 11 TJ. Holloman LB 6-2 233 Jr. Stone Mountain, GA 
% Clayton Stadnik FB 6-3 234 dn Greensboro, 10_ Ski Moore 1B 6-2 218 Jr Cooper City, FL 
9 Sherrod Pittman LB 6-0 220 Fr. Jacksonville, FL 

Wide Receivers Pos. Ht. Wt Yr. Hometown 
2 Makkkbaka Wa G&A Div) Columbia 49 Reubyn Walker LB 6-2 230 J Rock Hill 
11 Pharoh WR 5411 208 Jr NC 28 Jonathan Walton LB 6-0 241 Jr. Daphne, AL 
ae earea) aw rs 23 LarenzBryant SPR 6-0 226 Jr. Charlotte, NC 
is wy wr Gea * 42 Jordan Diggs SPR 6-0 210 Jr. Fort Myers, FL 
: 46 Cedrick Malone SPR 6-0 206 Jr. Camden 
83 Carlton Heard WR 6-0 185 Sr. (CAAT Ye ee eae Set ee ee 
8 Wa 61 19 Se — rye — Defensive Backs Pos. . - Hometown 
oi : ee ra — 42. Jordan Diggs CBO 6-0 210 Jr Fort Myers, FL 

Odom ir. ingeburg 
23 Christian Owens WR 6-5 204 Fr, Griffin, GA : See ote 
siiisesee ae = 31 Al Harris Jr. CB 5-11 172 So. Fort Lauderdale, FL 
: cane Shannon James CB 5-7 160 Jr. Florence 

9 


Chris Lammons CB «5-10 185 So. Lauderhill, FL 


Rico McWilliams CB 5-11 188 Jr. Hampton, GA 
Darin Smalls CB O5-10 181 Fr. Summerville 


Demetrius Smalls CB 5-11 172 So. Bluffton 


86 KevinCrosby TE 6-1 282 Fe. Bamberg 44 Ali Groves FS 5-10 185 So, Stone Mountain, GA 
Offensive Linemen Pos. Ht Wt Yr Hometown 6 Chris Moody FS 6-4 212 Jr McDonough, GA 
77 Malik Young Oo 63 33 Fe. Pelzer = -24--D.J. Smith FS 5-11 194 So. Marietta, GA 
78 Mike Matulis OT 65 283 Sr BoyntonBeach,FL = 9) JamariSmith FS 5-10 204 So. Jacksonville, FL 
69 DJ. Park OT 64 332 So Dillon 47. Chaz Elder SS 6-2 201 Jr Union City, GA 
71 Brandon Shell oT 66 327 Sr. Goose Creek 34 Scott Grant SS 60 200 Fr. Laurens 
74 Mason Zandi oT 69 313 Chapin = 20 Td. Gurley SS 5-10 199 Sr. Cairo, GA 
75 Will Sport OG 6-5 304 Sr, Milton, FL -43_-Benji Russell SS 6-0 190 So. Atlanta, GA 
65 BrockStadnik 0G 65 280 Jr, Greensboro,NC 26 JasperSasser SS 6-0 207 So, Jacksonville, FL 
51 Cody Waldrop 06 6-2 309 Jr Seffner, FL Specialists Pos. Ht Wt Yr Hometown 
70 Alan Knott C 6-4 268 So. Tyrone,GA 19 Landon Ard PK 5-9 186 Sr. Rock Hill 
Justin Smith C 61 329 Fr Lyman —.29_ Elliott Fry PK 6-0 158 Jr. Frisco, TX 
72 Donell Stanley GC 6-4 336 Fr, Floydale 13. Sean Kelly P 510 201 dr. Oakland, FL 
Defensive Linemen Pos. Hi Wt Yr Hometown 46 Jakob Huechtker LS 5-8 190 So. Rock Hill 
92 Gerald Dixon, J. OT 6-3 325 Sr. Rock Hill 48 Nick McGriff iS 6-0 224 Fr. Gainesville, FL 
52 Phillip Dukes DT 6-3 324 Sr Manning 47 ‘DrewWilliams = LS 6-2 204 Jt Irmo 


DEF. LEADERS 


TD Long Avg/G 
M. Davis 13 199 1016 34 982 49 9 40 75.5 
B. Wilds 12 106 4588 18 570 54 4 70 (47.5 
D.Williams 9 45 = 265 9 256 ‘57 2 37 28.4 


Tackles; L. Moore 93, T.J. Gurley 80, J. Walton 61 
Tackles for loss: S. Golightly 7.5, G. Dixon 5, J. Diggs 5 
Sacks: G. Dixon 2, J. Diggs 2, S. Golightly 1.5 
Interceptions: B. Williams 4, S. Moore 3, four tied with 1 
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Dante Sawyer 


| but has spent the last three semesters at East Mississippi 


he arrives in Columbia in-shape and ready to go. 


Stars Hometown School 


Zack Bailey 06 65 315 @eo0  Summenille Summenille 

Ranked as the nation's No. 253 prospect overall, No. 17 offensive guard and No. 4 prospect 

eral — according to the 247Sports Composite. ..Participated in the Shrine Bowl of 
ie Carolinas. 


Shameik Blackshear WDE 65 240 GOOO Bluffton Bluffton 
Under Armour All-American...Ranked as the nation’s No. 151 prospect overall, No. 10 weak- 
side defensive end and No. 2 prospect in South Carolina according to the 247Sports 
Composite. ..Missed half of his senior season with a knee injury. 


Toure Boyd S$ 6115 OOo Rancho Cucamonga, CA Chaffey College 
Ranked as the nation's No. 54 junior college prospect according to the 247Sports 
Composite. ..Had 80 tackles, 10 pass breakups and two interceptions in 2014. 


Blake Camper Of 67 20 OOO Virginia Beach, VA Frank W. Cox 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 82 offensive guard and No. 26 prospect in Virginia according to 
the 247Sports Composite...Father, John, played for Steve Spurrier at Duke. 


Joseph Charlton P 64 10 O06 Columbia AC Fiora 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 2 punter and No. 22 prospect in South Carolina according to the 
247Sports Composite. ..Handled kickoff, placekicking and punting duties in high school. 


dalen Christian AM 5-10 16 @OO0 Damascus, MD Damascus 
Semper Fidelis All-American...Ranked as the nation’s No. 207 prospect overall, No. 12 ath- 
lete and No. 3 prospect in Maryland according to the 247Sports Composite. 


Devante Covington WDE 64 200 OGO Milledgeville, GA Georgia Military College 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 137 junior college prospect according to the 247Sports 

Pek aa A al signed with South Carolina out of Rockingham (N.C.) Richmond High 
chool in 2013. 


Mon Denson RB 5-10 ooo Lagrange, GA Lagrange 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 46 running back and No. 51 prospect in Georgia according to the 
247Sports Composite...Rushed for nearly 1,300 yards and 15 touchdowns as a senior. 


Trey Derouen 0G 63 35 OO6 Lilbum, Parkview 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 65 offensive guard and No. 106 prospect in Georgia according to 
the 247Sports Composite...Originally committed to Mississippi State. 


Daniel Fennell 1B 63 2100 OOO Loganville, GA Grayson 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 20 inside linebacker and No. 53 prospect in Georgia according to 
eat Composite...Helped lead team to 10-2 record and second round of playoffs 
in ‘ 


Rashad Fenton CB 5-11 17% ooo Opa Locka, FL Miami Carol City 
Ranked as the nation's No. 85 cornerback and No. 124 prospect in Florida according to the 
247Sports Composite...Started for varsity at Norland High School as a freshman. 


Emest Hawkins 1B O62 25 «69606 Salinas, CA Hartnell College 
Enrolled in January... Ranked as the nation’s No. 101 junior college prospect according to 
the 247Sports Composite...Had 56 tackles, 12 tackles for loss and three pass breakups in 
2014... Originally signed with UTEP out of high school. 


Jalen 1B 60 219 OOO Foley, AL 

Enrolled in January... Ranked as the nation’s No. 42 inside linebacker and No. 34 prospect 
in qigh according to the 247Sports Composite. ..Participated in the Alabama-Mississippi 
All-Star Classic. 


Octavis Johnson ATH «6-1 181 GOGO _  Homerville,GA Clinch County 
Ranked as the nation's No. 308 prospect overall, No. 19 athlete and No, 30 prospect in 
Georgia according to the 247Sports Composite. ..First-team all-state selection. 


Ulric Jones SDE 66 23 O09 El Doratio, KS 
Ranked as the nation's No. 92 junior college prospect according to the 247Sports 
Composite...Had 43 tackles, 5.5 tackles for loss, 3.5 sacks and three pass breakups in 2014. 
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on Sawyer originally signed with South Carolina in the 2014 cycle, 


=) Junior College. He's explosive, strong and tenacious and could 
end up winning the starting defensive end job opposite Lewis if 


weap srorrs COM POSITE Commitiments 


Average Stars 


Marquavius Lewis Dexter Neal 

Lewis, the top-ranked junior college defensive line prospect per = Wide receiver Dexter Neal (Stone Mountain, Ga./Stephenson) 
— 247Sports Composite rankings, is a native of Greenwood, S.C., [= is a 6-4, 200-pound multi-sport athlete who can help the 
Cc) and arrived at South Carolina via Hutchinson (Kan.) Junior Ae Gamecocks early in the passing game, provided he doesn't go 
ec College. He promptly earned a starting job before taking a snap mar) the Major League Baseball route. He has good hands and 
Qa. in spring practice. Lewis has college-ready size and athleticism 9 [2—) speed for his size, runs good routes and is the type of receiv- 
= and will give the Gamecocks a boost in the pass-rushing er that South Carolina needs to emerge (a taller target that 
— department. can go up and get the ball) to add versatility to its receiving 
—— Dexter Wideman iis 
a) Like Lewis, Wideman enrolled mid-term after spending Offensive line and running back are the two primary needs for South Carolina this 
aq a semester at Camden (S.C.) Military Academy. Wideman was cycle. The Gamecocks will likely sign five offensive linemen and may go the junior 
Cc a defensive end coming out of high school in the 2014 cycle college route for an impact player or two. After this year, South Carolina will have only 
baw / (South Carolina flipped him from Florida State late), but is now three scholarship running backs and two — Mon Denson and A.J. Turner — will be 
= 6-4, 302 pounds and will follow the tradition of former true freshmen this season. Safety and defensive tackle are two other positions the 
om Gamecocks Melvin Ingram and Travian Robertson and slide into Gamecocks will be targeting this cycle. 
Co the interior. It would not be a surprise to see Wideman eventu- — By JC Shurburtt 
= ally start in 2015. 247Sports 
es) 
—_ 
o 
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Total Stars 97 


National Rank: 19 SEC: 9 


Pos. HL Wh Stars Hometown School 


Marquavius SDE 64 266 @@OC0 _ hutchinson, KS Hutchinson C.C, 
Enrolled in January... Ranked as the nation's No. 3 junior college prospect according to the 
247Sports Composite...Named Jayhawk Conference Defensive Player of the Year and first- 
team all-conference. 


Kyle Markway iM 20 oOo Saint Louis, MO St. John Vianney 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 37 tight end and No. 15 prospect in Missouri according to the 
247Sports Composite. ..First-team all-state selection...Caught 28 passes for 254 yards and 
a touchdown as a senior. 


Dexter Neal WR &4 200 O00 Stone Mountain, GA Stephenson 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 54 wide receiver and No. 43 prospect in Georgia according to the 
247Sports Composite...Also considered a pro baseball prospect. 


Lorenzo Nunez @ 62 19 OGo@c Kennesaw, GA Harrison 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 324 prospect overall, No. 10 dual-threat quarterback and No. 32 
prospect in Georgia according to the 247Sports Composite. 


Christian Owens WR 65 207 GOO Griffin, GA 

Enrolled in January... Ranked as the nation’s No. 349 prospect overall, No. 42 wide receiver 
and No. 35 prospect in Georgia according to the 247Sports Composite. . Originally commit- 
ted to Georgia. 


Christian Peliage OT 67 22 @600 _ Brooksville, FL Nature Coast Tech 
Under Armour All-American...Ranked as the nation's No. 276 prospect overall, No. 27 offen- 
sive tackle and No. 39 prospect in Florida according to the 247Sports Composite. 


Sherrod Pitiman OB 60 224 G80 Jacksonville, FL First Coast 
Enrolled in January... Ranked as the nation's No. 315 prospect overall, No. 23 outside line- 
backer and No. 47 prospect in Florida according to the 247Sports Composite...Earned 
first-team all-state honors...Had 103 tackles and three interceptions as a junior. 


Connor Redmond TE 64 2 O00 Lawrenceville, GA Archer’ 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 48 tight end and No. 133 prospect in Georgia according to the 
247Sports Composite... Chose South Carolina over Boston College, Virginia and Kansas State. 


Dante Sawyer WOE 62 2642 @O@O0  Scooba,MS 

Ranked as the nation’s No. 16 junior college prospect according to the 247Sports 
Shee a signed with the Gamecocks in 2014...Was a 2014 U.S. Army All- 
merican. 


Ad Tumer RB 5-11 180 OOO Clifton, VA Centreville 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 378 prospect overall, No. 32 running back and No. 14 prospect 
in Virginia according to the 247Sports Composite...Rushed for 1,287 yards and 32 touch- 
downs and had eight interceptions on defense as a junior. 


WR 55 15 OOO Jacksonville, FL First Coast 
Enrolled in January...Ranked as the nation’s No. 138 wide receiver and No. 155 prospect in 
Florida according to the 247Sports Composite...Caught 52 passes for 889 yards as a senior. 


Quandeski Whitlow WDE 63 21 GOO Opelika, AL Opelika 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 29 weakside defensive end and No. 23 prospect in Alabama 
according to the 247Sports Composite...Had 50 tackles, 17.5 tackles for loss and 5.5 sacks 
as a senior... .Participated in the Alabama-Mississippi All-Star Classic. 


Dexter Wideman SDE 64 32 @@06 Camien Camden Military Academy 

Enrolled in January...Signed with South Carolina in 2014 before doing a prep year at 

pee ii Under Armour All-American...Participated in the Shrine Bowl of the 
rolinas. 


Antoine Wilder $ 511 15 Ooo Atlanta, GA Hapeville Charter 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 51 safety and No. 75 prospect in Georgia according to the 
247Sports Composite...Missed much of his senior season following knee surgery. 
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SC Offense to Run Through 


Fy emember the old Bugs Bunny car- 
== toon where that wascally wabbit was 
la one-man baseball team against 
the Gas-House Gorillas? Many remember 
sitting in front of their television sets as 
kids listening to the animated announcer 
rattling off the positions, and at every one, 
it was Bugs. 

Drop the name Bugs Bunny, insert Pharoh 
Cooper, and that’s what South Carolina’s 
offense could look like this season. 

Cooper caught more than 40 percent of 
all the receptions to South Carolina’s wide 
receivers last year, and was second in the 
SEC with 1,136 yards receiving. 

He also had 27 carries for 200 yards and 
two touchdowns and completed 5 of 8 pass 
attempts for 78 yards and two touchdowns. 
When head coach Steve Spurrier called 
Cooper’s number, good things happened. 

“| know teams are going to key on me 
so that means | have to get better,” said 
Cooper, also the team’s punt returner. 

“| need to improve on everything. | need 
to improve on route running, the whole 
playbook, knowing the defensive cover- 
ages. Just pretty much my whole game so 
| can up my game this year.” 

With Cooper the only offensive star re- 
turning, — there are question marks on the 
offensive line, at quarterback and with all 


the other receivers not named Cooper — , 
Spurrier may call his playmaker's number \¥ 


even more this season. 

In addition to running, catching and 
throwing, Cooper is going to have to take 
on a leadership role. 

“As much action as he makes on the 
field, he has to be vocal in everything he 
does,” wide receivers coach Steve Spurrier 
Jr. said. “People follow him, watch him and 
know who he is. His presence and voice 
carry a lot and he’s picked up that leader- 
ship role a little bit.” 

Cooper wouldn’t want it any other way. 
He started his career on the defensive side 
of the ball before catching Spurrier’s eye 
just a week into fall camp as a freshman. 
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1 Von’ 


Lat 


Cooper Again 


cisco’s fourth-round draft pick. 


Bunny in 2015. 


: WR PHAROH COOPER 
; After a freshman season 
? in which he caught just 
? three passes for 54 

? yards, Cooper was the 

? top target in 2014 for 

: single-season school- 

? record passer Dylan 

: Thompson. Cooper caught 69 passes for 

3 1,136 yards. ... Serves as the wildcat quarter- 
? back and has three touchdowns through the 

: air in 11 career attempts. ... Ninth in the SEC 
: in all-purpose yards per game (108.5) last 

: season. ... Has five plays for 70 or more yards 
: in his career. 


: enrolled in January 

Bugs Bunny's 96-95 win over the Gorillas : 
wasn’t believable for even the youngest lad : 
sitting in front of that television set. Cooper : 
couldn't take down an opponent on his own : 
without a bit of help from Warner Bros., but : 
he could certainly be South Carolina’s Bugs : 


BEST AND BRIGHTEST 
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( Tr DY AVE 
u cass hte £ athad Lak 
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— 
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>: BANMLIEROLNG oLAn 
: LB JONATHAN WALTON 

? Only became a full-time 

? starter the last half of the 

: 2014 season, but he 

? was able to finish third 

? on the team in tackles 

? (61). ... Built more like a 

? middle linebacker, but will 

: see his home on the weakside. ... Walton is 

? known as the biggest hitter on South 

: Carolina’s defense. ... Had his best showing to 

: close out the year, intercepting a pass and 

? notching 1.5 tackles for loss in the 

: Independence Bow! victory over Miami. 


TEWCOMER 
\ VVULU! 


|: DEMARQUAVIUS LEWIS 
? Ranked as the No. 3 JC 
He was put at slot receiver, waited a year : 
behind Bruce Ellington, and then proceeded : 
to put up better numbers than San Fran- : 


defensive lineman in the 
country by 247Sports 
Composite, Lewis 


after having 11 sacks 
and 20.5 tackles for loss as 
a sophomore at Hutchinson (Kan.) C.C. ... 
Twice earned Jayhawk Conference Player 

of the Week accolades and was named the 
Defensive Player of the Year in the league. ... 


; Credits his offseason workout regimen (and 
: his job at Burger King before his first year of 
? junior college) for his transformation from a 
? 215-pound twig to 266 pounds. 
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OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Mike DeBord 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: John Jancek 


OLD SWAGGER RETURNING T0 A LOADED, EXPLOSIVE VOLS TEAM 


here was a time when a 7-6 season and 
a win in a mid-level bow! planted the 
Tennessee head coach on the hot seat. 

That’s not the case now. As one SEC East 
division coach told Lindy’s, Vol Nation is do- 
ing “cartwheels” after destroying Iowa in the 
Taxslayer Bowl. 

Why? 

It’s all about hope. 

Thanks to back-to-back top-five recruit- 
ing classes, coach Butch Jones has instilled a 
belief that Tennessee is on the way back. 
Depending on which other predictions you 
rely, one expert even picked the Vols to play 
in the Sugar Bowl this season. Several others 
have targeted Tennessee to win the East for 
the first time since 2007. 

That means Jones is facing an expecta- 
tions hurdle he didn’t encounter in his first 
two years at Rocky Top. That’s what happens 
when you return 18 starters from a team that 
won a January bowl game in Florida. 

Jones says he embraces high hopes, but cau- 
tions the Vols aren’t ready to be a title contender. 

“We don’t have the depth to be a champi- 
onship-caliber team,” Jones said. “We’re still 
a couple of recruiting classes away. But it’s a 
compliment when your program has those 
expectations placed upon them because they 
see what’s going on here at Tennessee.” 

What's going on is a rebuilding job that 
is close to complete. The Vols should have 
one of the SEC’s top quarterbacks, a gifted 
1-2 punch at running back, a talented array 
of receivers, two pass-rushing demons and 
an athletic secondary. Not since 2009 has 
Tennessee come close to fielding this kind of 
overall talent. 

But UT hasn’t won eight games in a season 
since 2007 — the program’s last trip to the 
SEC Championship Game. 

The offseason, according to Jones, pro- 
duced 115 personal records in the squat, 89 
personal bests in the bench press and 76 
personal marks of repping 225 pounds in 
the bench. That had Jones convinced he has 
changed the culture to his liking. 

Yet, the Vols had more than a dozen play- 
ers miss spring due to injury or illness or dis- 
cipline — five along the defensive line. That 
left only five healthy D-linemen. 
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“That really hurts the progress of your 
football team,” Jones said. 

Still, ask Jones about the difference be- 
tween the end of his first spring in 2013 and 
the end of his third spring, and he answers 
without hesitation: “Night and day.” 


OFFENSE 


About the only new face on Tennessee's of- 
fense will be the coordinator, Mike DeBord, as 
Mike Bajakian departed for the NFL. Bajakian 
had been Jones’ only offensive coordinator in 
eight years and three stops as a head coach. 

DeBord coached in the NFL under offen- 
sive gurus Mike Holmgren and Mike Martz, 
and he tutored Tom Brady at Michigan. 

He will have a different style of quarter- 
back at UT in dual-threat Josh Dobbs, who is 
so smart (or at least has such a good memory) 
that he can recite pi to the 48th digit. Try 
that, Peyton Manning. 

Dobbs saved the Vols last season after Justin 
Worley went down with a shoulder injury in 
Game 7. Dobbs, who had planned to redshirt, 
guided UT to a 4-1 record and the school’s 
first bowl victory in seven years. 

Under his direction, UT averaged 36.7 
points and 431 yards per game. He set a 
school-quarterback record with 166 rushing 
yards against South Carolina in accounting 
for five touchdowns. He had 345 total yards 
and accounted for four scores (three passing) 
against Kentucky. 

“We want a CEO quarterback,” Jones said. 
“We want him to own the football team. We 
want him to take accountability for everything.” 

Dobbs, whose practice production was 
questioned last year, is now in full control. 

“The biggest difference in Josh is confi- 
dence,” Jones said. “He’s had some success 
now. The players believe in him.” 

Dobbs should have a strong supporting 
cast, Jalen Hurd rushed for 899 yards as a true 
freshman despite battling injuries. Speedy 
Alvin Kamara, a former Alabama signee, was 
a junior college All-American last season, 
rushing for 1,253 yards. Kamara turned heads 
with his ability to turn the corner in spring 
scrimmages. 

“We could have two very dynamic running 
backs,” Jones said. 


VOLUNTEERS 


For more coverage of the Volunteers, visit tennessee.2c47Sports.com 


STADIUM: Neyland Stadium: 102,455 


SCHEDULE 


Date 


Opponent '14 Record 


Sept. 5 vs. Bowling Green (Nashville) 8-6 


Sept. 12 
Sept. 19 
Sept. 26 
Oct. 3 
Oct. 10 
Oct. 24 
Oct. 31 
Nov. 7 
Nov. 14 
Nov. 21 
Nov. 28 


OKLAHOMA 8-5 
WESTERN CAROLINA 7-5 
at Florida 7-5 
ARKANSAS 7-6 
GEORGIA 10-3 

at Alabama 12-2 
at Kentucky 5-7 
SOUTH CAROLINA 7-6 
NORTH TEXAS 4-8 
at Missouri 11-3 
VANDERBILT 3-9 


RESULTS 


Sra she-Sr-e-tsS = 


Ww 


UTAH STATE 38-7 
ARKANSAS STATE 34-19 
at Oklahoma 10-34 
at Georgia 32-35 
FLORIDA 9-10 
CHATTANOOGA 45-10 
at Ole Miss 3-34 
ALABAMA 20-34 
at South Carolina 45-42 (07) 
KENTUCKY 50-16 
MISSOURI 21-29 
at Vanderbilt 24-17 
Taxslayer Bowl 
vs. lowa . 45-28 


10-YEAR 
WINNING TREND 


ann © HD © 0H © BO 10 
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AT A GLANCE P \ 


Knoxville, Tenn. 
7-6 overall, 3-5 SEC (T-4th, East) 


Butch Jones — At Tennessee: 12-13, 
2 years; overall: 62-40, 8 years 


18; 9 offense, 8 defense, kicker 


QB Josh Dobbs, RB Jalen Hurd, 

WR Marquez North, DE Derek Barnett, 
DE Curt Maggitt, LB Jalen Reeves- 
Maybin, CB Cam Sutton 


Dobbs should be one of the SEC’s 
top QBs; the WR corps is deep 
and talented; the Vols have 

a solid 1-2 punch at RB. UT’s 
defense can get after the QB, 

as ends Maggitt and Barnett com- 
bined for 21 sacks last season. 
The secondary, led by Sutton, has 
enough athletes to rank among 
the SEC’s better units. 


Tennessee’s offensive line yielded 
43 sacks last year and the unit is 
unproven at both tackle spots. That's 
the only area that could derail a tal- 
ented attack. On defense, the Vols 
could be vulnerable at tackle, 
although two five-stars were signed. 
UT also will have trouble replacing 
tackling machine A.J. Johnson at 
middle ‘backer. 


OT Jacob Gilliam, DT Jordan Williams, 
MLB A.J. Johnson, DB Justin 
Coleman, P Matt Darr 


The Vols will have an explosive 
offense if Dobbs stays healthy. The 
defense should take another step 
forward in Jancek’s third year as 
coordinator. While depth is an 
issue at some positions, UT has 
the look of an eight- or nine-win 
team that could seriously contend 

for the East Division if it all breaks LB 


right. 

Sack total for Tennessee last cu Fe ae J = ee 
season, compared to just 18 for Mé B on Tr L r ae . —<—=* y As a 
the 2013 season. 7 lo ee Bs, 


The receiving corps is deep, led by Mar- 
quez North (30 catches), Pig Howard (54), 
Von Pearson (38), Josh Malone (23) and Josh 
Smith (10). North and Smith are coming off 
injuries that derailed last season. Tight end 
Ethan Wolf (23) also is an inviting target. 

But ask receivers coach Zach Azzanni how 
he would describe the spring for his group and 
he picks an unflattering word: “Average.” 

The offensive line — which returns five 
starters — is still a concern. It yielded an 
SEC-high 43 sacks. But with the elusive 
Dobbs at quarterback, the sack numbers 
dropped dramatically. 

The run game also picked up with Dobbs 
at the helm, averaging 208.5 yards per 
game in six contests, compared to 96.4 
when he didn’t play. 

Kyler Kerbyson figures to start at left 
tackle with Brett Kendrick at right tackle. 
The guards will be Marcus Jackson and 
Jashon Robertson. Mack Crowder will start 
at center for the second year. Depth should 
be provided by Coleman Thomas, Dontavi- 


QB Josh Dobbs Jt. Vols averaged 36.7 points, 431 total yards in his 6. games.  Quinten Dormady, Fr. 

RB Jalen Hurd* So. Rushed for 899 yards, caught 35 passes; fast fora bigman. Alvin Kamara, So. 

WR Marquez North* Jr. Has size, speed, hands to make big plays. Jason Croom, Jr. 

WR Von Pearson* Sr. JC transfer caught 38 passes; team’s best runner after catch. Josh Malone, So. 

WR Pig Howard* Sr. Led team with 54 catches after near dismissal. Josh Smith, So. 

TE Ethan Wolf* So. Astarin the making, had 23 catches as true freshman. Alex Ellis, Sr. 

\T Kyler Kerbyson* Sr. Rotated at OT spots and led the line in snaps last year. Dontavius Blair, Jr. 

LG Marcus Jackson* Sr. Had 12 starts after redshirt; 2011 Freshman All-America. Dylan Wiesman, Jr. 

C Mack Crowder* Sr. Smart guy; battles hard; glue to O-Line. Ray Raulerson, Fr. 

RG  Jashon Robertson* = So. _ All-SEC freshman pick; can do 33 bench reps of 225 pounds. Austin Sanders, So. 

RT _ Brett Kendrick So. Worked mostly at LT last year; emerged this spring. Coleman Thomas, So. 

PK Aaron Medley* So, Led SEC freshmen in FGs made, hitting 19 of 20 inside 40. George Bullock, Jr. 
*Returning Starter in Bold 

DE Derek Barnett* So. Selected Freshman All-American after recording 10 sacks. Corey Vereen, Jr.* 

OT — Owen Williams Sr. JC transfer contributed 21 tackles, two sacks off bench. Shy Tuttle, Fr. 

OT Danny O'Brien* Jr. 12 starts as sophomore, recorded 23 tackles, 4.5 TFLs. Kendal Vickers, So. 

DE Curt Maggitt* Sr. Led team with 11 sacks after missing 2013 with tom ACL. — LaTroy Lewis, Jr. 

LB Chris Weatherd Sr. Strong pass rusher, might play DE in pass situations. Cortez McDowell, So. 

LB _ Dillon Bates Fr, Excellent in space, gained 8-10 pounds to move to MLB. Kenny Bynum, Jr. 

LB Jalen Reeves-Maybin* Jr. All-SEC talent, had team-high 101 tackles, 11 TFL. Gavin Bryant, Fr. 


CB «Cameron Sutton* Jt. 
CB ‘Emmanuel Moseley So. 
SS __ Brian Randolph* Sr. 
FS __LaDarrell McNeil* Sr. 
P Trevor Daniel So. 
*Returning Starter in Bold 


us Blair, Dylan Wiesman and touted recruit 
Drew Richmond. 


Tennessee’s defense has made a dramatic 
about-face under coordinator John Jancek, 
who ditched the 3-4 two years ago for the 
4-3 alignment. 

The Vols allowed 364.6 total yards and 
24.2 points per game, compared to 35.7 
points and 471.3 yards two years ago. 

The main improvement was the pass 
rush. Curt Maggitt, a hybrid end/outside 
linebacker, led the way with 11 sacks. Der- 
ek Barnett recorded 10 as a true freshman, 
giving the Vols a potent pass-rush punch. 

Maggitt and Barnett are among eight 
returning defensive starters. UT lost No. 2 
all-time leading tackler A.J. Johnson at 
middle linebacker, tackle Jordan Williams 
and nickel back Justin Coleman. 

The main concern is replacing Johnson, 
a two-time AII-SEC selection. Junior Kenny 
Bynum and redshirt freshman Dillon Bates 


Broke up 13 passes, had three INTs last year; also PR man. 
Two-star recruit has great feet, ball skills and competes. 
Three-year starter; 88 tackles were third among SEC DBs. 
SEC All-Frosh in 2012; his 31 starts most among DBs. 
Walk-on had solid spring; strong leg, but inconsistent. 


Rashaan Gaulden, So. 
Malik Foreman, Jr. 
Todd Kelly Jr., So. 
Evan Berry, So. 
Tommy Townsend, Fr. 


worked at the mike in the spring. Jakob 
Johnson, injured in the spring, is another 
candidate. 

Jalen Reeves-Maybin, who recorded 101 
tackles, is an All-SEC candidate at outside 
linebacker and the unquestioned leader of 
the defense. Reeves-Maybin is so unselfish, 
he relinquished his No. 34 to a true fresh- 
man and now wears No. 21. 

Chris Weatherd, a gifted pass rusher, 
hard-hitting Gavin Bryant and converted 
safety Cortez McDowell are the other line- 
backer candidates. 

“Let's be realistic,” Jancek said. “I don’t 
think anyone has solidified anything 
except Jalen.” 

The Vols also return Danny O’Brien, who 
made 12 starts at tackle, and junior college 
transfer Owen Williams, who saw consider- 
able time at tackle. Backup ends are Corey 
Vereen (another good pass rusher), LaTroy 
Lewis and Dimarya Mixon, converted from 
tackle. 

Redshirt sophomore Kendal Vickers, who 
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NDS Rank: No. 17 OLB in 2016 class 

Maggitt will likely have to make the transition from defensive end to outside linebacker in 
the NFL, but he shows the agility, balance and acceleration to handle the switch and ranks 
as one of the more intriguing edge rushers in the conference. He led the Vols with 11 sacks 
last season. 


NDS Rank: No. 5 FS in 2016 class 

McNeil logged action at both safety positions in 2014 after spending most of his time at 
strong safety over his first two years in Knoxville. McNeil is solidly built and has developed 
a reputation as an intimidating hitter. He’s at his best coming downhill in run support or 
smacking receivers across the middle and can improve his stock with more big plays in 
coverage, where he has posted “just” seven pass breakups and three interceptions. 


NDS Rank: No. 5 QB in 2017 class 

Dobbs is far from NFL ready, but his dual-threat abilities made him a catalyst in Tennessee’s 
strong finish in 2014. Dobbs’ strong arm and athleticism were on full display in the bowl win 
against lowa as he took home MVP honors. Dobbs has just nine career starts, but scouts are 
already gushing about his tools, which include not only impressive physical traits, but also 


composure and work ethic. 


has gone from 230 pounds as a freshman 
to 288, has moved from end to tackle. Two 
five-star signees — Shy Tuttle and Kahlil 
McKenzie — are expected to play right 
away and shore up a run defense that al- 
lowed at least 180 yards to Georgia, Ole 
Miss, Alabama, South Carolina, Missouri 
and Iowa. 

Junior Cam Sutton is an All-SEC cali- 
ber shutdown corner. But, because UT of- 
ten plays five defensive backs, Sutton got 
a look at the nickel spot in the spring so 
he could possibly be matched against an 
opponent's best wideout. 

Other returning starters are safeties 
LaDarrell McNeil and Brian Randolph. 
Todd Kelly Jr. is pushing for time at one 
safety as is Evan Berry. Emmanuel Moseley 
made two starts at corner, but he missed 
most of the spring due to mononucleosis. 
Rashaan Gaulden emerged as the nickel 
back. Devaun Swafford and Malik Foreman 


— Rob Rang, NFLDraftScout.com 


also have experience in the secondary. 

The secondary, a glaring weak spot in 
previous years, helped UT nab as many 
interceptions (16) as touchdowns allowed 
(16) and held opposing quarterbacks to a 
53.3 percent completion rate. 


As a true freshman, Aaron Medley was 
second in the SEC in made field goals 
(20 of 26) and was one of five kickers in the 
league to score at least 100 points (102). He 
hit 19 of 20 inside 40 yards. 

Matt Darr (42.2 yards per punt) might be 
hard to replace. Walk-on Trevor Daniel had 
a solid spring. Signee Tommy Townsend was 
rated the nation’s No. 1 punter by one analyst. 

The return game should be solid. Cam 
Sutton averaged 11.3 yards on 14 punt 
returns, including a 76-yarder for a score 
against Vanderbilt. Evan Berry averaged 
29.5 yards on 14 kick returns. 


nh 
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Coverage units were strong. UT allowed 
only 71 total yards on punt returns, an av- 
erage of 3.2 per attempt. Opponents aver- 
aged just 18.8 yards on kickoff returns. 


Tennessee faces nine teams that had 
a winning record last year, and there is 
no shortage of elite opponents on the 
schedule. 

The Vols open the season against Bowl- 
ing Green, then host Oklahoma, which de- 
stroyed the Vols last year in Norman, 34-10. 
The other two non-conference opponents 
are Western Carolina and North Texas. 

The Vols’ first two SEC road games are 
at Florida and at Alabama. UT hasn’t won 
at either venue since 2003. Tennessee also 
hosts Kentucky and Missouri; UT is 0-3 in 
SEC play against the Tigers. 

To contend for the East title, the Vols 
have to start beating their rivals. Tennessee 
hasn't beaten Florida since 2004, Alabama 
since 2006 and Georgia since 2009. 

— Jimmy Hyams 
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NOTEBOOK 


T sxees was without 10 injured players as it 


started spring ball, including five defensive line- 
men — Derek Barnett, Kyle Phillips, Danny 
O'Brien, Trevarris Saulsberry and Curt Maggitt. 

UT ended up with 16 players who missed the 
spring game for injury. 

“You take (16) individuals off the field and we're 
a different team,” coach Butch Jones said. 

* Tennessee moved defensive tackle Dimarya 
Mixon to end, and end Kendal Vickers to tackle. 
Charles Mosely, all 350 pounds of him, started 
spring on the defensive line, but moved to offensive 
tackle during the final week. He likely will end up on 
offense when the team opens fall camp. 

¢ Wide receiver Josh Smith gained 15 pounds 
to 205, but he said he kept his sub-4.5 speed. He 
said the extra weight will help him block and defeat 
press coverage. 

¢ Linebacker Gavin Bryant has established 
himself as one of the team’s hardest hitters. He at- 
tacks downhill and is very explosive, coach Butch 
Jones said. 

© UT has had almost 20 total transfers over the 
past two years. Those leaving after last season: WR 
Drae Bowles, WR Vic Wharton, WR Ryan Jenkins, 
DL Jaylen Miller, DL Dewayne Hendrix, DE Joe 
Henderson, DL Michael Sawyers, DB Deandre 
Payne, TE Daniel Helm, RB Durrell Scott, RB 
Treyvon Paulk, LB-TE Justin King, QB Nathan 
Peterman. 

¢ QB Josh Dobbs was given the initial Peyton 
Manning offensive leader award in the spring. CB 
Cam Sutton won the Al Wilson defensive leadership 
award. WR Johnathon Johnson won the “effort” 
award. 

OG Jashon Robertson was named the most 
improved offensive player, DB Rashaan Gaulden 
the most improved defensive player. Strength and 
conditioning awards were won by Malik Fore- 
man, DT Kendal Vickers (710-pound squat) and 
Robertson (who bench pressed 225 pounds 33 
times). 

© WR Von Pearson, who led the team with five 
touchdown receptions last season, was suspended 
the day before the spring game for being listed as a 
suspect in a rape investigation. He was indefinitely 
suspended from the team. 


OPPOSING COACHES VIEW 


© On the offense: “It will come down to the play of 
the quarterback and the offensive line. Offensive line 
development will be critical to their success. A lot of 
stuff they do offensively allows the offensive line to be 
average, so they don’t have to knock people off the 
ball at the point of attack.” 

e On this season: “They don't need to be 7-6 
again. They need to get 9 to 10 wins. They've been 
floundering in mediocrity since 2007. It's been eight 
years since Tennessee has been relevant in the East.” 

¢ On former UT coach Derek Dooley: "Derek 
Dooley did a horrible job managing Tennessee's roster. 
Dooley is the one that really took that program to the 
bottom.” 


VOLUNTEERS SPRING ROSTER 


4 _LaTroy Lewis OL 6-4 260 Jr Akron, OH 
11 Joshua Dobbs QB 6-3 212 Jr, Alpharetta,GA 40 DimaryaMixon DL 6-3 270 So, Compton, CA 
12 Quinten Dormady QB 6-4 213 Fr. Boeme,TX 78 CharlesMosley OL 6-5 360 Fr. Brighton 
15 Javan Jennings OB 6-4 202 Fr. Murfreesboro 95 Danny O'Brien DL 6-2 282 Jr. Flint, Mi 
17_ Devin Smith QB 6-4 203 Fr Knoxville 5 Kyle Phillips DL 6-4 255 Fr, Nashville 
96 Trevarris Saulsberry DL 6-4 308 Sr. Gainesville, FL 
24 Chris Beck RB 6-0 205 Sr. Austell, GA 2 Shy Tuttle DL 6-3 315 Fr, Midway, NC 
1__Jalen Hurd RB 6-3 230 So. Hendersonville 59 Gorey Vereen DL 6-2 253 Jr Winter Garden, FL 
6 Alvin Kamara AB 5-11 210 So. Norcross, GA 39 Kendal Vickers DL 6-3 280 So. Havelock, NC 
37_Jayson Sparks _RB_ 5-8 177 So. Loganville,GA 5g QwenWilllams DL 6-2 295 Sr. Macon, GA 
Wide Receivers Pos. Ht Wt. Yr, Hometown 
83_Cody Blane WR 6-3 202 _ Jr. Knoxville 47 Dillon Bates LB 6-3. 225 Fr, Ponte Verda Beach, FL 
18_Jason Groom _ WR 6-5 235 _ dk Noreross,GA_ 44 Etliott Berry LB 6-0 217 $0. Fairburn, GA 
21 LoganFetzner WR 5-7 183 Fr, Cleveland 3 Gavin Bryant B60 238 Fr Jackson, AL 
2 Pig Howard WR 5-8 187 Sr, Orlando,FL_ 51 Kenny Bynum LB. 6-1 250 J. Jacksonville, FL 
81 Johnathon Johnson WR 6-9 185 Sr. __Fiendswood,TX 5 cot jumper LB 6-2 223 So. Lookout Mountain 
LSI ALS Gallatin 34 Darrin Kirkland Jr, LB 6-2 235 Fr. Indianapolis, IN 
EE Reiges Rane Ws Be Charlotte, NC 55 CurtMaggitt __‘LB/ODL 6-3 246 St. West Palm Beach, FL 
9 Von Pearson WR 6-3 187 Sr. —_ Newport News, VA 20 Cortez McDowell 18 6-4 227 0. Locust Grove, GA 
ee ree Norcross,GA_ + Jalen Reeves-Maybin LB 6-1 225. J Clarksville 
a eee ee oe 42 ChrisWeatherd LB 6-4 217 Sr. Carrollton, TX 
Tight Ends Pos. Hf. Wh = ¥r Hometown Defensive Backs ro tM ie Fa om 
a ee a = m= Sasa 46 Max Amold DB 5-11 198 Sr. McKenzie 
ae = mer StF ex eas a aeae 29 Evan Berry DB 5-11 208 So, Fairburn, GA 
ex ENS fr. iar, 
22 Malik Foreman DB 5-10 187 Jr Kingsport 
47 Joe Stocstill TE 6-2 234 Jr Lewisburg 
— 7 RashaanGaulden DB 6-1 184 So, Spring Hill 
82 Ethan Wolf TE 6-5 240 So, Minster,OH =~ 
26 Stephen Griffin 0B 6-2 202 Fr. Charlotte, NC 
ae aoe Seager Oy FL 
02 A I 
58 Aaron Adams OL 6-4 204 Fr, Gr 9 ee = aad 
74 Dontavius Blair OL 6-8 295 Jr, Anniston, a, &_Todd Kelly Jr. ei de ie eh " 
a Gack beige = C0 eX Gea Bristot -10-_!Salah McDaniel _0B 5-10 190_ Fr Knoxville 
79. Thomas Etwerds OL 64 322 80. Kingsport 32-_Labarrell McNell_ DB 6-1 206 St Dallas, TX 
76 Chance Hall OL 65 317. Fr, Roanoke, VA 12 Emmanuel Moseley DB 5-11 175 So. Greensboro, NC 
75) Marcus Jackaon. OL. 620500. TB Vero Beach, FL -_19_ David Priddy DB 5-10 170 So. Hendersonville 
66 Jack Jones OL 6-5 289 Fr eieedore’, AeA EeSyn eee eS = 
Brett Kendrick OL 6-6 308 So. Knoxville 23 CameronSutton OB 6-1 189 Jr Jonesboro, GA 
7 Kyler Kerbyson OL 6-4 317, Komeving)  14._Deveun Seiafford) 0B” B11 192. str Ebgepett 
64 Ray Raulerson OL 65 279 Fr Tampa, FL 30 Devin Williams DB 5-7 182 So. Knoxville 
69 Jonathan Reynolds OL 6-3 278 Fr. Smyma Specialists Pos, Ht. Wt Yr. Hometown 
73 Jashon Robertson OL 6-3 310 So, Nashville 93_Trevor Daniel P62 250 So, Dickson 
60 Austin Sanders OL 6-5 307 So. Cleveland 35_ Troy Waites P62 178 Fr Hattiesburg, MS 
55 ColemanThomas OL 6-6 308 So. Max Meadows, VA 36 Ryan Ault P/PK 5-11 198 Jr. Brentwood 
71_DylanWiesman OL_6-3 305 Jt Cincinnati, OH 5 George Bullock PK 6-0 210 Jr Knoxville 
Defensive Linemen Pos: Ht Wk Yr. Hometown 25 Aaron Medley PK 6-2 189 So Lewisburg 
9 Derek Barnett DE 6-3 268 So, Nashville 53 Will Bradshaw LS 6-4 214 Fr, Dyersburg 
52 Andrew Butcher OL 6-2 250 Fr, Alpharetta,GA 59 MattGlampapa LS 6-0 217 Sr. Jackson 
90 Charles Folger DL 6-4 244 Jr Augusta,GA 57 AndrewHenry LS 6-2 205 Sr. Gallatin 
44 Jakob Johnson DL 6-4 240 So, Stuttgart, Germany 13 Patrick Ashford Sr. 
Name GP Effic 
or PASSING J.Worley 7 124.3 
-—— 
J, Dobbs 6 130.5 
— Name GP No. 
cr RECEIVING A.Howard 13 54618 «11.4 1834S 
: V.Pearson 11 38 «6393:10300«C«5 GCL? 
J. Hurd 13 Sip oT B95 bso sO.” Sdz0 
cc 
— Name GP Att Gain Loss Net Avg TD Long Avg/G 
em!) RUSHING J, Hurd 13 199 938 39 899 47 5 43 69.2 
— J. Dobbs 6 104 «587 118 469 45 8 36 782 
| M.Lane 12 8 «319 19 3003.5 1 44 25.0 
—_— PETE EE RESORT REE EER R HEE T TEER RRR EEE EEE REEEER TEETER ER TET EEN EEE E EEE EEE EEEEEEEEEEET EE SEEE EEE EEE EEE EEEEE HOES EEE EE EEEEE EES ERERE HEHE REE EEE EEE EERE EES 
ee DEF. LEADERS Tackles: J. Reeves-Maybin 101, A.J. Johnson 101, B. Randolph 88 
—— : Tackles for loss: D, Barnett 20.5, C. Maggitt 15, J. Reeves-Maybin 11 
sae 


Sacks: C. Maggitt 11, D. Barnett 10, C. Weatherd 2.5 
Interceptions: J. Coleman 4, C. Sutton 3, T. Kelly 3 
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Alvin Kamara 

Kamara, who started his career at Alabama before bouncing 
back to UT from junior college, is a game-changer at running 
back for the Vols, when you consider he is a breakaway threat 


him with 2014 freshman Jalen Hurd and all of a sudden, 
Tennessee has a 1-2 punch at running back not seen in 
Knoxville in years. He could be the difference between another 
bowl season and an SEC East Championship. 


Kahlil McKenzie 
The 6-3, 354-pound McKenzie is a Tennessee legacy from 
* Concord, Calif., who could step in and play at defensive tackle, 


up or not, his presence makes the Vols interior defensive line 
better. He's got size, great athleticism for that size, plays fast 
and plays with heart. 


Shy Tuttle 

Tuttle, another defensive tackle, has already enrolled at 
Tennessee and drew praise from Jones during spring practice. 
, The Vols plucked him out of North Carolina, a state that has 
long been important for Tennessee recruiting, and the 6-3, 
320-pounder, like McKenzie, should make an early impact at 
his all-important position. And also like McKenzie, even if he 
does not start, he gives the Vols an athletic defensive trench- 
man to rotate in. 
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Hometown 


Micah Abemathy 6-1 187 ©@ OC __ Norcross, GA Greater Atlanta Christian School 
Under Armour All-American...Ranked as the nation’s No. 228 prospect overall, No. 24 corner- 
back and No. 21 prospect in Georgia according to the 247Sports Composite. ..Grandson of Civil 
Rights leader Ralph David Abernathy. 


Venzell Boulware oT 64 20 Ooo Fairbum, Creekside 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 39 offensive tackle and No. 36 prospect in Georgia according to the 
247Sports Composite...High schoo! teammate of current Vols Evan and Elliott Berry. 


Jocquez Bruce ATH «5-10 165 GOOG Knoxville South Doyle 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 110 athlete and No. 31 prospect in Tennessee according to the 
Abe Composite...Bruce did not sign on Signing Day and will arrive at Tennessee as a 
‘blue shirt’. 


Andrew Butcher SDE 62 242 @6O606 _ Alpharetta, GA Alpharetta 
Enrolled in January...Under Armour All-American...Ranked as the nation's No. 270 prospect 
overall, No. 17 strongside defensive end and No. 26 prospect in Georgia according to the 
247Sports Composite...Father played at Clemson. 
Quinten Dormady 64 20 OO060 — Boeme,X Boeme 
Enrolled in January... Ranked as the nation’s No. 263 prospect overall, No. 12 pro-style quar- 
terback and No. 38 prospect in Texas according to the 247Sports Composite...Passed for 
3,123 yards and 35 touchdowns and rushed for 275 yards and five scores as a senior. 
Stephen $ 63 190 OOO Charlotte, NC South Mecklenburg 
Enrolled in January...Ranked as the nation’s No. 53 safety and No. 26 prospect in North 
Carolina according to the 247Sports Composite. ..Recorded 73 tackles, six tackles for loss, six 
pass breakups and three interceptions as a senior. 
Chance Hall Oo 65 35 ooo Roanoke, VA 
Enrolled in January... Ranked as the nation’s No. 75 offensive tackle and No. 24 prospect in 
Virginia according to the 247Sports Composite...Also played basketball in high school, averag- 
ing 20 points and 10 rebounds. 

4 188 ©6666  Murfreeshor 


Jauan Jennings Blackman 
Enrolled in January...Ranked as the nation's No. 167 prospect overall, No. 6 dual-threat 
quarterback and No. 7 prospect in Tennessee according to the 247Sports Composite...Passed 
for 2,155 yards and 22 touchdowns and rushed for 883 yards and 17 scores as a senior. 


Jack Jones Oo 65 20 @O00  Murtreesboro Oakland 
Enrolled in January...Under Armour All-American. ..Ranked as the nation’s No. 128 prospect 
overall, No. 9 offensive tackle and No. 4 prospect in Tennessee according to the 247Sports 


Composite. 

Sheriron Jones 62 191 @GO0 Moreno Valley,CA Rancho Verde 
Semper Fidelis All-American... Ranked as the nation’s No. 255 prospect overall, No. 7 dual- 
threat quarterback and No. 34 prospect in California according to the 247Sports Composite... 
Passed for more than 2,000 yards and 24 touchdowns as a senior. 

Alvin RB 5-11 210 @@OCO — Hutchinson, KS Hutchinson 6.0. 
Enrolled in January...Ranked as the nation's No. 2 JUCO prospect according to the 247Sports 
Composite. ..Rushed for 1,253 yards and 18 touchdowns in 2014.. Started career at Alabama. 
John Kelly ATH 5-10 ooo Oak Park, Mil Oak Park 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 39 athlete and No. 8 prospect in Michigan according to the 
247Sports Composite...Rushed for 1,321 yards and 21 touchdowns as a senior. 

Darrin Kirkland Jr. 1B 661 22 G@@66 Indianapolis, IN Lawrence Central 
Enrolled in January...U.S. Army All-American...Ranked as the nation's No. 163 prospect 
overall, No. 5 inside linebacker and No. 2 prospect in Indiana according to the 247Sports 


Composite. 

Riley Lovingood iS 6120 oo Hendersonville Beech 
Ranked as the nation's No. 7 longsnapper and No. 96 prospect in Tennessee according to the 
247Sports Composite. ..High school teammate of current Vol running back Jalen Hurd. 

Justin Martin CB O62 199 OOOO Miami,OK — Northeastem Oklahoma A&M 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 11 JUCO prospect according to the 247Sports Composite...Had 24 
tackles and three pass breakups in 2014...Played at Overton High School in Nashville, 
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that Tennessee currently does not have at the position. Combine 


if not start, as a true freshman. Regardless if he cracks the line- 


Austin Smith 

Another cycle, another sleeper linebacker heading to 
Tennessee. After plucking Jakob Johnson out of Jacksonville, 
Fla., in the 2014 cycle, the Vols went to Georgia powerhouse 
Buford High and landed Austin Smith in 2015. The 6-3, 235- 
pound Smith was a prospect that SEC coaches raved about 
privately and though rated three stars by the recruiting indus- 
try, you can anticipate that he will likely out-perform several 
who were ranked ahead of him. 


SLEEPER 


Butch Jones said publicly that running back was the No. 1 need for the Vols in the 
2016 cycle at every post-signing day stop. Tennessee is a bit short with regards to 
numbers at that position and could sign two this cycle. Four-star Preston Williams 
was the only receiver the Vols signed in 2015, so look for Tennessee to try to land 
3 or 4 true receivers this class, There also are needs at safety and cornerback to be 
addressed. 

— By JC Shurburtt 

247Sports 


2016 NEEDS 


Commitments 


2azsronr= COMPOSITE 
1 15 12ii 


Average Stars 


Tota} Stars 103 


National Bank: 4 SEC: 2 


Hometawn 


Kahlil McKenzie NT 63 34 @OO660 Conconi,CA Vall 
U.S. Army All-American...Ranked as the nation's No. 6 prospect overall, No. 2 defensive 
tackle and No. 2 prospect in California according to the 247Sports Composite. ..Son of Oakland 
Raiders GM and former Vols lineman Reggie McKenzie. 
Darrell Miller CB 510 171 OO Cedar Hill, TX Cedlar Hill 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 71 cornerback and No. 94 prospect in Texas according to the 
247Sports Composite...Helped lead Cedar Hill to back-to-back state titles. 
Kyle Oliver 65 20 O06 Murfreesboro Oakland 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 21 tight end and No. 19 prospect in Tennessee according to the 
247Sports Composite. ..Offense-Defense All-American...Participated in the Tennessee East- 
West All-Star Classic. 

Nashville 


Vincent Perry APB 5-11 170 O00 Hillsboro 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 14 all-purpose back and No. 22 prospect in Tennessee according 
to the 247Sports Composite...Did not sign on signing day and will arrive at Tennessee as a 


‘blue shirt’. 

Kyle Phillips SDE 63 20 O@O0 Nashville Hillsboro 
Enrolled in January...U.S. Army All-American...Ranked as the nation’s No. 36 prospect overall, 
No. 4 strongside defensive end and No. 1 prospect in Tennessee according to the 247Sports 
Composite. 

Quay Picou 1 62 271 ooo Buford, GA Buford 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 30 defensive tackle and No. 46 prospect in Georgia according to 
the 247Sports Composite... Had 61 tackles and three sacks as a senior...Helped Jead Buford 
to 15-0 record and state title in 2014. 

Drew Richmond ot 65 310 @©O&O6 Memphis Memphis University School 
Under Armour All-American...Ranked as the nation's No. 55 prospect overall, No. 3 offensive 
tackle and No. 2 prospect in Tennessee according to the 247Sports Composite.. Switched his 
commitment from Ole Miss to Tennessee before Signing Day. 


Quart'e Sapp OB &1 20 SO60 Alpharetta, GA Milton 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 232 prospect overall, No. 14 outside linebacker and No. 24 prospect 
Pe according to the 247Sports Composite...Also a double-digit scorer for the basket- 


team, 

Austin Smith OB 63 25 GOO Buford, GA Butord 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 42 outside linebacker and No. 56 prospect in Georgia according to 
the 247Sports Composite...Had 67 tackles and eight tackles for loss as a senior...Helped lead 
Buford to 15-0 record and state title in 2014. 
Zach Stewart oT 64 25 OOCG Coaltield Coalfield School 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 64 offensive tackle and No. 16 prospect in Tennessee according to 
the 247Sports Composite... Two-time Tennessee Mr. Football award winner...Participated in 
the Tennessee East-West All-Star Classic. 

WOE 64 230 @©@00 — Hopewell, VA Hopewell 
Semper Fidelis All-American... Ranked as the nation's No, 278 prospect overall, No. 14 weak- 
side defensive end and No. 11 prospect in Virginia according to the 247Sports Composite... 
Had 60 tackles, 19 tackles for loss and 11 sacks as a senior. 
Tommy Townsend P 61 168 GOO Orlando, FL Boone 
U.S. Army All-American...Ranked as the nation’s No. 7 punter according to the 247Sports 
Composite, 
Shy Tuttle TT 63 320 @O6O60 Lexington, NC North Davidson 
Enrolled in January...Under Armour All-American..,Ranked as the nation's No. 53 prospect 
overall, No. 9 defensive tackle and No. 1 prospect in North Carolina according to the 247Sports 
Composite. ..Recorded 73 tackles, 19 tackles for loss and six sacks in 2014. 
Preston Williams WR 64 191 OG@@O Hampton, GA Lovejoy 
Under Armour All-American...Ranked as the nation’s No, 48 prospect overall, No. 7 wide 
receiver and No. 6 prospect in Georgia according to the 247Sports Composite...Caught 18 
touchdown passes in 2014...Suffered torn ACL toward the end of senior season. 
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PLAYER PROFILE 


alen Reeves-Maybin is an established 

starter on Tennessee’s defense, a star 

in the making. Converted from safety 
© outside linebacker, he racked up a team- 
high 101 tackles last year. 

The 225-pound junior is also a modest 
guy who looks out for his teammates — or 
future teammates. 

In a rare move, Reeves-Maybin surren- 
dered his No. 34 to an incoming freshman, 
Darrin Kirkland, Jr. 

Veterans don’t do that, do they? 

Reeves-Maybin did. 

“The thing about me, I play football for 
the people around me, the people back 
home, my friends and my family,” Reeves- 
Maybin said. “I like to make people proud 
when they see me.” 

So Reeves-Maybin took No. 21 — worn 
by a former teammate, Riyahd Jones, who 
rarely played in two seasons. 

“I know he always wanted to make 21 
shine,” Reeves-Maybin said. “So I got 21 to 
make it shine for him.” 

No one doubts Reeves-Maybin will make 
21 shine. 

“It takes a special person to give up his 
number,” Tennessee coach Butch Jones 
said. “That speaks volumes for him.” 

Reeves-Maybin is the unquestioned lead- 
er of the defense, assuming the role from 
AJ. Johnson, the school’s No. 2 all-time 
tackler. Johnson was suspended for the last 
three games last season over legal issues. 
Reeves-Maybin inherited the leadership 
role when Johnson departed. 

“I knew the whole team would be look- 
ing for someone to step up,” Reeves-Maybin 
said. “It usually comes from the linebacker 
position. So I stepped into that role.” 

Reeves-Maybin readily shares his knowl- 
edge with his younger linebacker team- 
mates, but he’s also expanding his under- 
standing. 

“I’m trying to learn the whole defense,” 
he said, “I’m smart enough to handle those 
things.” 

Vols linebackers coach Tommy Thigpen 
agrees. And he loves the fact that Reeves- 
Maybin is a three-down linebacker. 

“You've got to have those guys,” Thig- 
pen said. “He can diagnose things as they 


JALEN REEVES-MAYBIN 


Proto by Thm) Gangiolt Cal Sport Media via AP image 


happen right away. He’s a coach on the 


PPrrrrrrerry 


field that understands the big picture and : 


where everybody is supposed to be.” 


presence even more noteworthy. 


knows all the linebacker spots. He brings 
energy. He has great instincts. He’s become 
one of the leaders of our defense and our 
football team.” 

And Reeves-Maybin is optimistic the de- 
fense will dominate. 

“We want to be the best defense in the 
country,” he said. 


For more coverage visit lindyssports.com/college-football/sec/tennessee 


: downs. ... Rated No. 2 JC 


BEST AND BRIGHTEST 


‘Selfless Reeves-Maybin Inspiring Teammates : ABLE PLAYER 
Selfless Reeves-Maybin Inspiring Teammates 7 


? Led Vols to 4-1 finish 
: after taking over for 


injured Justin Worley. ... 
Vols averaged 208.5 
rushing yards with 


: Dobbs at QB, 96.4 in the 

? seven games without him. ... 

|} Accounted for nine touchdowns in wins over 
? South Carolina and Kentucky. ... Had QB 

? school-record 166 rushing yards against 


South Carolina. ... Needs to improve as pocket 
passer, but is terrific on broken plays. 


i EMERGING STAR 


: DE DEREK BARNETT 
: Recorded 10 sacks and 20.5 


tackles for loss as a true 


? freshman who didn’t 

: have the benefit of 

? enrolling at mid-term. 

: The sacks and TFLs were 

? school records by a UT 

? freshman. ... Had three sacks each against 
: South Carolina and Ole Miss. ... Led SEC with 
? 18 tackles for loss in conference games. ... 
? At 6-3, 268, has great first step, plays with 
? great instincts and high football IQ. ... Made 
? several Freshman All-American teams. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


? RB ALVIN KAMARA 


Reeves-Maybin has by far the most expe- : Made All-American at 
rience of any UT linebacker. That makes his : Hutchinson (Kan.) 


“Invaluable,” Jones said when asked : Community College, 


about Reeves-Maybin’s importance. “He : 


where he rushed for 
1,253 yards (134.6 per 
game) and 18 touch- 


? prospect by ESPN. ... Showed outstanding 


speed and cutting ability during spring at UT. 
... Runs with vision and balance. ... Originally 


: signed with Alabama as four-star running 

? back out of Norcross, Ga. ... Expected to be 

? solid complement to Vols’ running back Jalen 
> Hurd 
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2015 SEC LEADERS 


PASS EFFICIENCY G CMP ATT INT PCT. YDS 1D EFFIC. INTERCEPTIONS 6 NO. yos TD LONG = AVG/G 

1. Blake Sims, Alabama 14252391 M 645 3487 2B «157.9 4. Senquez Golson, Ole Miss 13 10 162 1 9 0.77 

2. Hutson Mason, Georgia 13 188 277 67.9 21 21 155.7 2. Jermaine Whit Aubum 6 7 i 33 0.67 

3. Dak Prescott, Mississippi State 13244 396 ii 616 3449 27 —~*151.7 3. Jonathan Jones, Aubum 13 6 6 0 4 46 

4. Nick Marshall, Auburn 13178 293 d 608 253220 —*151.1 4.AS Ken 12 4 1 50 0.33 

5. Treon Harris, Flori 9 11 495 1019 9 146.2 Brian Poole, Florida 12 4 86 1 30 0.33 

6. Bo Wallace, Ole Miss 13209 381 60.1 3194 22 —*142.2 ian Swann, Georgia 12 4 18 0 18 ; 

7. Dylan Thompson, South Carolina 13270 451 i 59.9 3564 2B 140.4 7. Justin Coleman, Teni 1 4 83 0 53 0.31 

8. Kyle Allen, Texas A&M 9 118 192 7 615 1022 16 13995 Brison Williams, South Carolina 13 4 75 2 53 31 

_ Brandon Allen, Arkansas 13 190 339 ~=5 «560 129.2 i ia 13 4 1 0 13 0.31 

10. Patrick Towles, Kentu 12303 205 9 573 2718 14 1225 10. Keanu Neal, Florida 10 3 5 0 0 0.30 
RUSHING 6 ATT YDS AVG. TD ~—YDS/G SCORING 6 7D Fa «XPT «2xXP = PTS) PTS/G: 
1. Cameron Artis-Payne, Auburn 13 303 1608 53 13 123.7 1. Marshall Morgan, Georgia 13 i] 16 67 0 115 88 
2. Nick Chubb, 13 219 1547 74 14 119.0 2. Austin MacGinnis, Kentucky 2 =o 21 = At 0 104 a7 sé 
3, Josh Robinson, Mi j State 1 190 1203 63 ii 92.5 3. Daniel Carlson, Auburn a 0 1857 0 111 85 
4, Jonathan Williams, Arkansas 13 21 1190 5.6 12 915 4. Josh Lambo, Texas A&M 190 1359 0 98 62 BS 
5. Alex Collins, Arkansas 13 204 1100 54 12 84.6 5. Elliott Fry, South Carolina 130 1851 0 105 51 
6. Leonard Fournette, LSU 13 187 1034 55 10 795 6. Aaron Tennessee. b= 0 20 42 0 102 78 EE 
7. Russell Hansbrough, Missouri 14 205 1084 5.3 10 714 7. Nick Chubb, Georgia 1316 0 0 0 Zi > 
8. Ralph Webb, Vanderbilt 12 212 912 43 4 76.0 8. Griffith, Alabama 12 0 72 49 0 85 7 
9. Dak Prescott, Mississippi State 1 210 47 14 75.8 Evan Sobiesk, Mississippi State 13 0 1256 0 92 (Ay = 
10. Mike Davis, South Carolina 13 199 982 49 9 755 10. Andrew Baggett, Missouri “0 1843 0 97 69 FF 
TOTAL OFFENSE G RUSH PASS PLAYS TOT YDS/G PUNTING G NO. YDS LG AVG. RECEIVING YDS/GAME G REC. YDS TD AVG/G 

1. Dak Prescott, Mississippi State 13986 3449 605 4435 341.2 _ 1. JK Scott, Alabama 1355264073 48.0 1, ba r, Alabama 14124 1727 

2. Blake Sims, Alabama 14 950 3487 474 3837 2741 _ 2. Jamie Keel 1371 +3189 64 44.9 Cooper, Carina 13 +69 +1136 9 87.4 

_ Dylan South Carolina 13-72 3564 518 3492 268.6 _ 3. Kyle Christy, Florida 12 64 2832 «66 44.2 a uille Wiliams, Auburn 10 45 730 ~5 0 

4. Bo Wallace, Ole Miss 13199 9194 502 3303 261.0 _ 4. Drew Kaser, Texas A&M 1362-2737 «6044.1 + _ 4. Bud Sasser, Missouri 1477 +1003 12 71.6 

5. Nick Marshall, Auburn 13 798 2532 446 3330 256.2 _ 5. Devon Bel e 11 50 2160 70 43.2 _ 5. Laquon Treadwell, Ole Miss 9 48 632 5 702 

6. Patrick Towles, Ken! 12 2718 538 1 251. 6. Will Gleeson, Ole Miss i 58 2491 70 42.9 _ 6. Demarcus Robinson. Florida 12: (53 -610.> 7: = s87.5 

7. Maty Mauk, Missouri 14 373 2648 522 3021 215.8 _7. Landon Foster, Ken 12 zat 6042.6 _ 7. Josh Re’ T M 13 52 842 13 648 

8. Brandon Allen, Arkansas 130-2285 +381 2285 175.8 _ B. Colby Cooke, Vanderbilt 12 66 42.4 _ 8. Sammie Coates, Aubum 12. 34 ~741~4 B18 

9. Hutson Mason, Georgi 13 321 2171 167.0 _9. Matt Darr, Tennessee 13-80 os 6142.2 _ 9. Travin Dural, LSU 7 

10. Kyle Allen, Ti M 9 44 1322 221 1366 151.8 10. Daniel Carlson, Aubum 13 41—~*1724 6242.0 _10. Jimmie Hunt, Missouri 12 40 698 7 a 
a EE 
TOTAL OFFENSE G PLAYS YDS AVG/P TD AVG/G TOTAL DEFENSE G PLAYS YDS AVG/P TD AVG/G KICKOFF RETURNS G NO YDS 1D AVG 

1. Mississippi Stat 131001 6679 67 60 5138 1.LSU 13 4119 49 26 316.8 1. LSU 13 26957 

2, Aubum 13 939 6305 6.7 55 485.0 2. Arkansas 13 821 4204 «5.1 30 4 2. Arkansas 13 7 a a 

3. Alabama 14 1018 6783 67 67 4845  _3.Alabama  —=»ss'14 9454508 «4.9 24 328.4 3. Missouri 14 26 2247 

4, Georgi 13877 5951 68 62 457.8 4. Ole Miss 13915 427747 21 9290 4. Texas ABM 13 511179 ~~. 

5. Texas A&M 13 935 5920 63 59 455.4 5. Florida 12 869 3057 46 25 3298 5. Kei 12 7 0 _ 228 

6. South Carolina 13947 5754 6.1 51 442.6 6. Georgia 13905 4384 48 36 337.2 6. Tennessee 13 B17 

7. Ole Miss 13 904 5448 6.0 45 419.1 7. Missouri 141004 484848 36 346.3 7. Georgia 13 29 222.4 

8. Arkansas 13 916 5278 58 52 406.0 _B.Tennessee ss (s13 8924740 5.339 364.6 8. Alabama 14 49-1006 0 20.5 

9. LSU 13897 5037 5.6 42 387.5 9. Auburn 13914 5185 5.7 44 398.8 9. Vanderbilt 12 55 1113 2 20.2 

10. Kentucky 12849 4612 54 95 3843 10. Vanderbilt 128444825 —5.7_ 42 «402.1 10. Florida 12 41826 0 204 

11. Tennessee 13977 4817 49 43 9705 11. Kentucky 12 888 4888 55 42 4073 11. Auburn 13 701 0200 

12. Florida 12841 4411 5.2 40 367.6 12. Mississippi State 13977 551756 34 4244 12, Mississippi Slate 13 27536 1 ~~ ~+19:9 

13. Missouri 14954 5198 5.4 42 367.0 13. South Carolina 13 904 5625 62 45 4327 13. Ole Miss 13 32629 19.7 

14. Vanderbilt 12740 3465 4.7 20 2888 14. Texas A&M 139925860 59 42 450.8 14. South Carolina 13 746 0 ‘19.1 
SCORING OFFENSE G 1D FG XPT 2XPDXPSAFPTS AVG | SCORINGDEFENSE G TD FG XPT 2XPDXPSAF PTS AVG PUNT RETURN AVG 6 NO YDS 1D AVG, 

1. Georgia 13_70 16 67 1 O 0 S37 413 1. Ole Miss 1324 13 23 0 0 1 208 160 4. Aubum 13 47 — ‘apg = F-2-- = CFB 
_2.Alabama__14_ 68 14 63} S17 36.9 2. LSU 1327 13 27 0 0 0 228 175 2. Texas ARM 13 22 274 0 125 
3.M State_13 64 12 60 0 0 0 480 36.9 3. Alabama 1427 23 23 2 0 0 258 184 3. Florida 12 a as ED 

4. Aubum 13_58 18 57 1 0 0 461 355 4. Arkansas 1333. 6 32 1 0 O 250 192 4. LSU 13 26 280 i108 

5. Texas A&M 13 i3_ 59 0 O 0 458 352 5. Georgia 1396 7 30 1 0 0 269 207 5. Georgia 13 9125 0S 
_$. South Carolina_13 53 18 52 0 0 0 424 926 “6 Missouri 1496 14 3 2 0 0 295 211 6. Missouri 14 27281 1104 
—l Arkansas 13,56 9 520 415 34.9 7. Florida 12.30 15 26 1 0 O 253 21.1 7. Tennessee 13 2 = 21g 1 97 

. Florida jo 44 19 42 0 0 0 363 30.2 8. Mississippi Stale __13 1331 0 0 1 28 O17 8. Arkansas 13 22206 94 
—9. Kentucky 1241 214i 350 29.2 9. Tennessee 13.41 11 36 0 0 0 315 242 9. Alabama 14 25 23d 0 94 

10. Tennessee 1345 20 42 2 0 0 376 289 40 Aubum 1345 11 42 1 0 0 347 267 10. Kentu 12 a7 18 0 ; 

11. Ole Miss 1349 9 47 0 0 0 368 283 11. Texas A&M 13945 17 44 0 0 0 365 281 11. Vanderbilt 12 in 1 65 i 
de Misscaht 1448 18 43 _2 0 0 380 278° = "12. South Carolina 1348 a 1g 2240 
13. LSU 13.46 13 40 2 0 0 359 276 3. Kentucky 1248 45 0 0 0 375 312 13. Mississippi State 13 a 60 FS 
14. Vanderbilt 12_26 8 22 2 0 0 17.2, 44, Vanderbilt 1250 17 4% 0 0 0 399 332 14. South Carolina 13 20 a a 
RUSHING OFFENSE 8G ATT YDS AVG. TD YDS/G RUSHING DEFENSE G ATT YARDS AVG. TD YDS/G — PUNTING G NO YDS AVG/P RET AVG TB NET/P |= 
1. Georgia 13__555__3352_6.0 38 _257.8 1. Alabama 14452 1434—3.2 5102.4 1. Alabama 1455 2640 480 83°15 5 447 [ea 
2. Aubum _ 13 607__332)_55 32 __255.5 2. Arkansas 13429 149035 11 1146 2. Ole Miss 13 68 2943 433 66 1.0 2 41.7 [5 
. Mississi le 13 578 3030 52 29 233.1 3. Florida 12 440 1394 32 10 116.2 3.LSU 1371 3189 449 192 27 3 414 [2 
4. LSU 13 6212019 4.7 252245 4. Missouri 14 1 35 18 133.6 4. Texas ABM 13 62 2737 441 97 16 6 406 

5. Arkansas 13__557__ 2834 __5.i_31 _218.0 5. Ole Miss 13 513 1780 35 9 1369 5. Mississippi State _13 2574 429 101 17 5 395 

6. Alabama 14 567__ 2893 5.1_ 35 206.6 6. Mississippi State___13 471 1970 4.2 17 151.5 6. Tennessee 1380 9378 422 71 09 11 386 
_7.Floida 12517225222 187.7 7.LSU 13 460 1985 43 16 1527 7. Arkansas 1359 2363 40.1 49 0.8 2 38.5 
—8.Missoui__— 14539249046 777.9 8. Georgia 13 526 2169 41 23 1668 8. Missouri 1475 3084 41.1 175 23 38.5 

9. South Carolina 13__479_ 209344 23 161.0 9. Tennessee 13515 2189 43 23 1684 9. Florida 1265 2832 436 219 34 ; 38.0 
10.OleMiss 13476202) 4221 155.5 50. Aubum 13 493-2194 «4522 168.8 10. South Carolina 13 44 1823 414 89 20 4 97.6 
j1.Kentucky 1244418384 tt 1532044 Vanderbilt 12498 2205 4.4 «231838 = _11. Kentucky 1266 2810 426 253 38 4 975 
42. TexasA&M 134211949 4G 20 149.942 Kentucky 12511 2009 45 20 1916 12. Aubum 3 522115 407 148 2s i a4 
13. Tennessee 135241903 3.6 20 146.4 = 43. South Carolina 13514 2759 54 29 2122 13. Georgi 431630 37.9 47 36.3 
14. Vanderbit _ 12,383 1316_ 3.47 108.7) = “14, Texas ABM 13561 2808 5.0 23 2160 14. Vanderbilt e 70 2894 41.3 178 a ; 36.2 
PASS OFFENSE GCOMPATT INT PCT. YDS AVG.TDAVG/G = pasSDEFENSE © GCOMPATT INT PCT. YDS AVG.TD AVG/G | TURNOVERMARGIN G-+FUM +INT TOT FUM -INT -TOT -MAR 

1. Texas A&M. 13 332 514 15 646 3971 7.7 39 305.5 4. LSU 13 199 385 10 51.7 2134 55 10 1642 1. Georgi 13.13 «16 =D G6 13416 
_2. South Carolina__13 277 468 11 59.2 3661 7.8 28 2816 “> Georgia 13204 379 16 58 2215 58 13 170.4 2. Missouri 4 13 12 2 3 13 16 49 

3. Mississipoi State_13_ 261 423 12 61.7 6 31 2807 3 Ole Miss 13 240 402 22 59.7 2497 6.2 12 192.1 3. Kentucky 2 8 15 2 4 11.15. 48 
_4. Alabama __—'14_ 290-451 10 64.3 3800 86 32 2779 “4 Tennessee 19 201 377 16 53.3 2551 68 16 196.2 4, Ole Miss 13910 2 32 0. 15 2547 

5. Ole Miss 13 258 428 18 60.3 3427 6.0 24 2 5. Arkansas 13 217 392 12 554 2714 69 19 2088 Arkansas 13 12 12__ 24 ane 

6. Kent 12 228 4 3 2774 68 14 2312 — ~& Missoun 14 288 47412 60.8 2078 63 18 2127 Aubum 13.5 2 oF migumnracs 37 
~F abun 15-208 s00 7007-2088 -8-25-038 43 208 332 7 627 2984 9.0 23 229. 7. Florida 12 228 429 16 53.1 2563 6.0 15 213.6 7. Florida 12 14 16 oO 10 4.24 46 
8. Tennessee __13_281_453 14 62.0 2914 6.4 23 2242 “@ Ke; 12_217_377_15 57.6 69 22 215: 8.LSU 13 10 10 2 8 7 #83 
—9.Georgia__13 217 922 6 67.4 2599 8.1 24 1999 9 Vanderbill 12 215 346 6 62.1 2620 7.6 19 2183 9, Tennessee (a a 

10. Missouri 14 221 415 13 533 2648 64 25 189.1 40. South Carolina 13 242 300 11 621 2866 7.3 16 2205  10.MissssppiSiate 13 7 16 23  i1 1: +0 

11. Arkansas 13 199 959 6 55.4 2444 6.8 21 188. 11. Alabama 14 268 493 11 54.4 3164 64 19 2260 11, Alabama 4 9 11 +O 2 0 2 2 
12. Florida __12_ 169 324 14 52.2 2159 6.7 18 179.9 43. Aubum 13243 421 22 57.7 2001 7.1 22 2301  12.SouthCanina 13 8 11 19 10 41 21 2 

43. Vanderbilt 12 180_357 19 50.4 2149 6.013 1791 43 TexasASM 13 242 431 5 56.1 3052 7.1 19 2348 13. Texas A&M 38 5 13 50 15=00 7 
J4.1SU 43 138276 _9 50.0 2118 7.7 17 1629 44 Mississippi State 13 264 506 16 52.2 3547 7.0 17 2728 _14. Vanderbilt 2 7 6 13 10 19 © -16 
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TEXAS A&M 


ir 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Jake Spavital 


AGGIES 


For more coverage of the Aggies, visit tamu.247Sports.com 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: John Chavis 


STADIUM: Kyle Field: 106,300 


IMPROVED AGGIES COULD AVOID ‘REBUILDING’ MODE 


exas A&M head coach Kevin Sumlin 

| looked beyond last year’s 8-5 record 

and two wins over top-10 foes. He saw 

a team that wasn’t very physical, couldn't 

consistently run the ball, and was last in the 
SEC in total defense. 

Sumlin brought in three new coaches 
to enable the Aggies to overcome those 
weaknesses, and then he instituted a much 
tougher offseason regimen. Those changes 
remain something of a work: in progress 
due to a number of players who were in- 
jured and missed spring practice, including 
an epidemic of ailments in the linebacker 
corps. 

Even so, ASM made progress on a number 
of fronts, which bodes well for a team that 
has a favorable home schedule in the fall and 
projects to have a starting lineup featuring 
just four players who didn’t play a snap last 
fall on the college level. 

New offensive line coach/run game coor- 
dinator Dave Christensen installed a scheme 
with a greater emphasis on being physical. In 
addition, he worked hard with the offensive 
linemen on improving their technique via 
their punch and footwork. 

Wide receivers coach Aaron Moorehead 
worked on getting his charges to get off the 
line against press coverage and improve their 
blocking to facilitate the running game; that 
latter skill should play a bigger role in the 
Aggies’ ability to move the ball this season. 

Although there was just one new coach 
on the defensive side, the biggest changes 
occurred there with the installation of defen- 
sive coordinator John Chavis’ system. 

Chavis plays a one-gap scheme with an 
emphasis on defensive linemen who can get 
up-field, force double teams to free up line- 
backers, and cut down on the time that quar- 
terbacks have to deliver the ball. The second- 
ary plays man-match coverage behind them, 
with press or close-off coverage to take away 
easy throws and double-team coverage on 
the deeper ones. 

Chavis says he needs two good defensive 
ends and two good corners to make it work. 
The Aggies definitely have the defensive 
ends to make it go, and the corners should 
be much better this season with simplified 


responsibilities. 

Even though the Aggies may be a year away 
from making a serious run at the SEC West 
title, that hasn’t stopped fans from thinking 
that the changes in philosophy, the returning 
players, and a favorable schedule could mean 
the future is now. 


OFFENSE 


Dave Christensen’s version of the running 
game depends on inside zone and zone-read 
plays in order to set up play-action in the 
passing game. 

He was hampered this spring by the ab- 
sence of center Mike Matthews due to injury 
and the need to try to move people around 
on the offensive line. Junior college transfer 
Avery Gennesy and returning right tackle 
Germain Ifedi battled for the left tackle spot; 
Gennesy appears to have won it for now 
since Ifedi appears to be more of a natural 
right tackle. 

Running backs James White and Brandon 
Williams ran with increased north-south 
power as they reeled off some long runs in 
the scrimmages. White also improved his 
pass-blocking as he seeks to become more 
of an every-down player. However, they'll 
be splitting time with senior Tra Carson, 
a big back who runs with great pad level and 
power. 

“It’s huge. The run game has been huge 
for us,” sophomore quarterback Kyle Allen 
said at the end of the spring. “Every time we 
play fast, we keep gashing them and gashing 
them, and then we hit a 60-yarder. We never 
did that all of last year.” 

The receiving corps missed All-SEC junior 
Josh Reynolds (16.2 yards per reception, 13 
touchdowns) all spring due to injury. Long 
distance threat Speedy Noil was absent for 
the last couple of weeks of practices due to 
off-field issues, 

However, early enrolled freshman Chris- 
tian Kirk is physical and fast enough to be 
a factor after the catch, plus he has the dis- 
cipline to run his routes correctly. Ricky 
Seals-Jones remains a big target at the Y, 
and freshman Jordan Davis’ size and receiv- 
ing abilities make him the favorite at H back 
(although he’s not the blocker that most 


SCHEDULE 


Date Opponent 14 Record 


Sept. 5 vs. Arizona State (Houston) 10-3 
Sept. 12 BALL STATE 5-7 
Sept. 19 NEVADA 7-6 
Sept. 26 vs, Arkansas (Arlington, TX) 7-6 


Oct. 3 MISSISSIPPI STATE 10-3 
Oct. 17 ALABAMA 12-2 
Oct. 24 at Ole Miss 9-4 
Oct. 31 SOUTH CAROLINA 7-6 
Nov. 7 AUBURN 8-5 
Nov. 14 WESTERN CAROLINA 7-5 
Nov, 21 at Vanderbilt 3-9 
Nov. 28 at LSU 8-5 


RESULTS 


W at South Carolina §2-28 
WwW LAMAR 73-3 
W RICE 38-10 
W at SMU 58-6 
W vs. Arkansas (Arlington, TX) (0T) 35-28 
L at Mississippi State 31-48 
L OLE MISS 20-35 
L at Alabama 0-59 
W ULM 21-16 
W at Auburn 41-38 
L MISSOURI 27-34 
L LSU 17-23 
Liberty Bowl 
W vs. West Virginia 45-37 


10-YEAR 
WINNING TREND 


an © 0D © OH © MO 10 
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AT A GLANCE 


LOCATION: 


College Station, Texas 


2014: 


8-5 overall, 3-5 SEC (6th, West) 


COACH: 
Kevin Sumlin — At Texas A&M: 28-11, 
3 years; overall: 63-28, 7 years 


RETURNING STARTERS: 


13; 6 offense, 6 defense, punter 


PLAYERS 10 WATCH: 

QB Kyle Allen, WR Josh Reynolds, 
WR Speedy Noil, C Mike Matthews, 
DE Myles Garrett, DE Daeshon Hall, 
CB De’Vante Harris, S Armani Watts 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: 


Allen had a solid freshman campaign and 
he has one of the best receiving corps in 
the country with Reynolds, Noil and Ricky 
Seals-Jones. Matthews is back for his 
third year at center. Garrett anchors the 
defensive line, which has a combination 
of depth, athleticism and experience 
missing in recent years. The secondary 
should be much better as they adapt to 

a more aggressive style under Chavis. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 


The offensive line was in flux during the 
spring due to injury and personnel losses, 
and that needs sorting out in camp. The 
run game is different, and it will involve 
Allen running the zone read. The line- 
backer corps was ravaged by injury in the 
spring and although there’s talent, there 
may be a problem keeping them healthy. 
Place-kicking could be troublesome. 


KEY LOSSES: 

RB Trey Williams, WR Malcome Kennedy, 
LT Cedric Ogbuehi, LG Jarvis Harrison, 

S Howard Matthews, PK Josh Lambo 


OVERVIEW: 

The Aggies’ defense should be much 
better with Chavis’ attacking style, 
fueled by Garrett’s ability to get the 
quarterback. In addition, Allen and the 
receiving corps may get a big boost 
from changes in the run game, giving 
the Aggies a play-action passing game. 
And that schedule is SEC-friendly, with 
only three games outside of the state 
and SEC West foes Alabama and Auburn 
at home. 


KEY NUMBER: 

11.5 Sacks by Myles Garrett, setting an 
SEC freshman record. The old record 
was eight, held by South Carolina’s 
Jadeveon Clowney. 


SPEEDY NOIL 


Photo by RD Moore 


players in the SEC are at that position since 
he played outside receiver in high school). 

Allen worked on learning to run the zone 
read in the spring, but he had to deal with 
an offensive line that was in flux and the 
absence of his outside receivers for most of 
the practices. 

By the end of the spring, he had zeroed 
in on fellow Arizona product Kirk as his go- 
to receiver in the absence of Reynolds and 
Noil. The big thing for Allen is what's in 
front of him — a potential duel with in- 
coming five-star freshman Kyler Murray, 
who won three straight Texas state titles 
and was 42-0 as a starter. 

“My spring, I’d probably give it a ‘B’ or 
‘B-plus,’”” Allen said. “I worked through a 
lot of things, learning a lot of new stuff in 
the run game, things like that. ... I'd say it 
was a struggle in the beginning for every- 
one on offense.” 


DEFENSE 


Former LSU defensive coordinator John 


SCOUTING REPORT: Offense 


POS STARTER 
Kyle Allen 
Tra Carson 
Speedy Noil 
Josh Reynolds* 
Ricky Seals-Jones* 
Jordan Davis 
Avery Gennesy 
Jermaine Eluemunor 
Mike Matthews* 
Joseph Cheek* 
Germain Ifedi* 
Taylor Bertolet 


*Returning Starter in Bold 


YR. 


COMMENT 

Threw 12 TDs, and just four picks, down the stretch. 

Big, physical runner who is also adept at pass protection. 
Also accomplished in the return game. 


13 touchdown receptions and 16 yards per catch in 2014. 


Tight end’s size with a wideout's athleticism. 
Used as an H-back in A&M's offense; good receiver. 


Junior college transfer with good feet; redshirted in 2014, 


Junior college transfer; redshirted in 2014. 

Two-year starter; missed spring practice due to injury. 
Started most of last season; moved inside from tackle. 
Competed for starting left tackle spot with Gennesy. 
Kickoff specialist who has struggled with field goals. 


SCOUTING REPORT: Defense 


POS STARTER 
Daeshon Hall 
Julien Obioha* 
Alonzo Williams* 
Myles Garrett* 
Shaan Washington 
Josh Walker 
AJ. Hilliard 
Victor Davis 
De’Vante Harris* 
Justin Evans 
Armani Watts* 
Drew Kaser* 


COMMENT 

Part-time starter up to 260 pounds, much stronger. 
Returning starter at end who got moved inside. 

Tall player who plays better east-west. 

11.5 sacks as a freshman; second team All-SEC. 
Tall, rangy player who has been hampered by injury. 
Missed the spring with an injury. 

Missed virtually all of last season due to injury. 

In and out of the starting lineup as a freshman. 
Two-year starter is now up to 180 pounds. 


Junior college transfer who won starting job in the spring. 


Day one starter as a freshman; had three INTs. 
One of the country's best with a 44-yard average. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Conner McQueen, Jr. 
Brandon Williams, Sr. 
Frank Iheanacho, So. 
Edward Pope, Jr.* 
Christian Kirk, Fr. 
Brandon Alexander, Sr. 
Koda Martin, Fr. 
Keaton Sutherland, Fr. 
Jeremiah Stuckey, Jr. 
Tank Davis, Fr. 

Zach Ledwik, Fr. 
Daniel LaCamera, Fr. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Qualen Cunningham, So. 
Hardreck Walker, Jr. 
Zaycoven Henderson, So. 
Daeshon Hall, Jr. 

Claude George, Jr. 

Otaro Alaka, So. 

Richard Moore, Fr. 

Nick Harvey, So. 
Tavares Garner, Jr. 
Devonta Burns, Sr.* 
Donovan Wilson, So. 
Shane Tripucka, So. 


*Returning Starter in Bold 


Chavis replaced the read-and-react scheme 
of Mark Snyder with an attacking, in-your- 
face brand of football that the unit re- 
sponded to favorably in the spring. 

“Philosophically, it’s different. I think it 
plays to the strengths of some of our guys,” 
Sumlin said, breaking into a grin. “Our de- 
fensive ends are really happy.” 

The Aggies have recruited well enough 
that they finally have an 8- to 10-man ro- 
tation up front that could be the equal of 
virtually anyone in the league. Sophomore 
Myles Garrett may well be the country’s 
premier rush end, an almost unblockable 
combination of get-off, length, lateral mo- 
bility, and bend. 

The emergence of 6-6 junior Daeshon 
Hall — who was hampered all of last year 
by recovery from shoulder surgery — op- 
posite Garrett enabled Chavis to move 
265-pound veteran Julien Obioha inside to 
find a tackle who could get up the field. 

“I feel like that could end up being our 
strong point — not only at end, but up 


front,” Chavis said of the defensive line. 
“We have some talented bunch of guys up 
there.” 

Obioha could be moved back outside de- 
pending on the development of freshman 
Daylon Mack, who combines a 330-pound 
frame with the first step of an edge rush- 
er. Senior Alonzo Williams and junior 
Hardreck Walker started at tackle the past 
two years with varying degrees of success, 
but Williams had a good spring. 

The secondary has been maligned over 
the past few years, but appeared to be vast- 
ly improved in the spring, helped by the 
amount of pressure generated by the front 
four. Senior cornerback De’Vante Harris is 
up to 180 pounds, which has given him 
added confidence to play receivers more 
tightly. The corner opposite Harris will be 
sophomore Victor Davis, a big, physical de- 
fender who has struggled when given play- 
ing opportunities in the past. 

Nickel back Noel Ellis and backups Nick 
Harvey and Tavares Garner have great 
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Germain Ifedi, OT, Redshirt Junior (6-5, 325, 5.34) 


NDS Rank: No. 5 OT in class of 2017 


by with his wild, heavy hands. 


NDS Rank: No, 3 OC in class of 2016 


to the fundamentals of the position. 


TOP 3 NFL PROSPECTS 


He flirted with possibly leaving early for the 2015 NFL Draft after receiving a second-round 
grade from the advisory committee. Ifedi is thickly built and tough to move from his spot, 
using stout angles to wall off run lanes and beat up defenders. He has vines for arms and 
uses his reach to create separation between him and rushers, but he does tend to get grab- 


Mike Matthews, OC, Senior (6-2, 290, 5.12) 


The younger brother of Jake Matthews, a first-rounder in 2014 of the Atlanta Falcons, Mike 
is the latest member of the Matthews family tree positioned to transition to the NFL. While 
not as highly touted as his older brother, Matthews has “more energy” according to his 
teammates, although they are very similar in regards to mechanics, paying close attention 


Ricky Seals-Jones, WR, Redshirt Sophomore (6-5, 235, 4.56) 


NDS Rank: No. 2 WR in class of 2018 


While his NFL projection is based more on potential than production thus far, Seals-Jones 
has undeniable upside. Seals-Jones is a mismatch nightmare for most college defensive 
backs, even in the SEC, because of his height, length and leaping ability, creating a large 


catching radius. 


— Dane Brugler, NFLDraftScout.com 


closing speed; Ellis had multiple sacks in 
scrimmages blitzing off of the edge. Junior 
college transfer Justin Evans won the start- 
ing strong safety job and he joins return- 
ing free safety Armani Watts to form as 
good of a duo as the Aggies have had in 
a long time. 

The linebacker corps featured junior 
college transfer Claude George and early 
enrollee Richard Moore in the spring, but 
that was because veterans A.J. Hilliard, Josh 
Walker, Otaro Alaka and Shaan Washing- 
ton all missed the spring recovering from 
injury. 

Overall, the Aggies bring back 13 players 
who started at least one game in 2014 — 
and only two of those players are seniors. 
As good as the unit may be in 2015, it proj- 
ects to be even better in 2016. 

“What we found is that most guys who 
are in this system love it,” Chavis said, 


2012 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 44.5 4 
Rushing 242.1 11 
Passing 316.5 14 
Total 558.6 3 


OFFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


DEFENSE PER GAME 
Scoring 21.8 
Rushing 139.5 Rushing 
Passing 250.7 Passing 
Total 390.2 : Total 


RANK DEFENSE 


Scoring 


TO MARGIN PERGAME RANK 
-5 - 0.38 86 +1 


2013 RANKINGS 


PER GAME 


PER GAME 
32.2 95 
222.3 110 
253.5 95 
5.8 109 Total 


TO MARGIN PER GAME 
+01 T-56 =f 


“because it gives them the chance to make 
big plays.” 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


The Aggies had some of the better kick- 
ers, returners, and coverage units in the 
SEC last season and should be better this 
season. 

Punter Drew Kaser has a big leg and has 
averaged more than 44 yards a kick in the 
past two seasons. Noil is an explosive return 
man who is extremely fluid and is great at 
making the first tackler miss. Recruiting 
has improved athleticism across the board, 
which means that the Aggies have depth in 
their return game and coverage units. 

The big question is at place-kicker, where 
the reliable Josh Lambo departed. Taylor 
Bertolet is a capable kickoff specialist, but 
has a history of missing extra points, much 
less field-goal attempts. If he can’t get it 


2014 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 35.2 26 
Rushing 149.9 82 
Passing 305.5 12 
Total 455.4 30 


RANK 


RANK DEFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 28.1 1-75 
Rushing 216.0 109 
Passing 234.8 80 


450.8 102 


RANK RANK 


T-105 


TO MARGIN PER GAME 


- 0.54 


KYLE ALLEN 


Photo by RD Moore 


done, the Aggies are going to have to turn 
to freshman Daniel LaCamera for on-the- 
job training in front of 80,000 fans. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


The Aggies have as favorable a schedule 
as one could ask for in the SEC West. 

They play just three games outside the 
state of Texas. Their most difficult non- 
conference matchup is a contest against 
Arizona State in Houston, which has tens 
of thousands of A&M graduates, and they 
play Arkansas in AT&T Stadium in the 
Metroplex. 

Their SEC East opponents this year in- 
clude bottom dweller Vanderbilt and South 
Carolina, which appears to be on a down- 
ward slide. They do have to travel to Ole 
Miss and LSU. Otherwise, the Aggies get 
Alabama, Auburn and South Carolina in a 
renovated Kyle Field that will be rocking. 

— Jeff Tarpley 
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NOTEBOOK 


7T: Aggies’ biggest problem in the spring was 


a combination of injuries and off-the-field is- 
sues that resulted in multiple hard-hit position 
groups. 

Four linebackers who started at least one game 
missed the entire spring, when A&M had to rely on 
junior-college-transfer Claude George, freshman 
Richard Moore, and a bevy of walk-ons to man the 
positions. 

The absent players missed on the reps that 
would have been important in the Aggies’ new de- 
fense. As a result, the two-deep remains a question 
heading into camp. 

The outside receivers missed returning start- 
ers Josh Reynolds due to injury and Speedy Noil 
due to off-field issues. That allowed sophomore 
quarterback Kyle Allen to zero in on early enrollee 
and fellow Arizonan Christian Kirk at the slot. 

Kirk made a huge impression with his business- 
like attitude and ability to get separation via his 
quick feet. In addition, early enrollee Jordan Davis 
won the starting H-back spot. Whether or not the 
Aggies use a lot of three versus four receiver sets 
will depend in large part on his ability as a blocker. 
Otherwise, Kirk will see a lot of time opposite Ricky 
Seals-Jones inside. 

¢ The offensive line finally said goodbye to the 
last members the 2010 recruiting class, which in- 
cluded multiple NFL draft picks over a three-year 
period with tackle Cedric Ogbuehi and guard 
Jarvis Harrison being the last ones to go. 

Their replacements included junior college 
transfers Avery Gennesy at left tackle (winning that 
spot over right tackle Germain Ifedi) and left guard 
Jermaine Eluemunor. 

Center Mike Matthews missed the entire spring 
after offseason surgery, although he did take part 
in non-contact drills in March and April. Even with 
Matthews back for the season, the offensive line 
lacks the depth they have had in past seasons, so 
maybe giving some youngsters extended playing 
time in spring wasn’t a bad idea. 


OPPOSING COACHES VIEW 


On the defense: “A&M has a great-looking team, 
but the biggest disappointment was with the defense. 
Some of it was tackling, some of it was scheme, some 
of it was the offense put them in bad situations. That's 
why they gave the big check to John Chavis. He’s 
always done a great job everywhere he’s been. He’s 
got as good a track record as any defensive coordina- 


tor in the SEC.” 


© More on defense: “| don't think A&M has done a 
great job recruiting defensive players. It’s a space 
game on defense. You need big guys up front, but 
you've got to have speed to cover the field. | don’t 
think they have had the personnel and they haven't 
performed well. They were poor technique-wise last 
year. They’ve proven through the years, offensively, 
they've got a good recipe. | think they have some 
pieces on defense for sure; it’s a matter of if they can 


get it done.” 


AGGIES SPRING ROSTER 


Quarterbacks Pos. Ht Wh Yr Hometown 73 Jeremiah Stuckey OL 6-4 290 Jr. Pacifica, CA 
10 Kyle Allen 0B 6-3 205 So. Scottsdale, AZ 78 KeatonSutherland OL 6-5 290 Fr Flower Mound 
14 ConnerMcQueen OB 5-10 175 Jr. Klein Defensive Linemen Pos, Ht. 
16 Kobe Miller 0B 6-2 210 Fr. College Station 96 Jay Amold OL 6-4 284 Jr Rockwall 
19 Janson Moore OB 5-11 188 So. Henderson 54_Jake Blount DL 6-4 255 Jr Flower Mound 
17 Jordan Traylor 0B 6-1 200 So Gilmer 13 ReggleChevis DL G1 255 So. Houston 
Running Backs Z . 9 Qualen Cunningham DL 6-3 247 So. Chandler, AZ 
21 Tra Carson RB 6-0 235 Sr. Texarkana 59 Isaac Flores OL 6-3 300 J Santa Rosa 
33 D'Cardio Cottonham RB 5-8 182 Sr. Dallas 15 MylesGarrett ‘DL 6-5 270 So. Arlington 
27 Brice Dolezal RB 5-9 180 Sr. Austin 10 Daeshon Hall DL 6-6 260 Jr. Lancaster 
39 Austin English RB 5-11 221 Jr E Tomball 92 ZaycovenHenderson DL 6-1 315 So. Longview 
26 Chance Gray RB 5-7 170 Jr. Tomball  97_Darrell Jackson_—DL_6-5 235 So. Houstin 
34 Blaine Townsend RB 6-0 234 Sr, Wichita Falis  40_Jarrett Johnson _-OL_ 6-3 260 So. __—Katy 
37_ Brett Wade RB 6-1 230 So. Kennedale: “55 Joslin Marmiagie DE Bet OS 60, oak 
20 James White RB 6-0 218 So. Pearland $5 _Jullen Obioha_—iDL__6-4 265 Sr._New Orleans, LA 
1 Brandon Williams RB 6-0 200 Sr, Brookshire 94 YannerSchorp _DL_6-3_ 240 _ So, Sen Ankolo 
43 Ryan Bruning G1 28 So, Missouri city 67 _DamylShukitt —DL_ 6-2 219 J EI Paso 
Wide Receivers Pos. Ht Wt Yr. Hometown 98_Hardreck Walker DL 6-2 300 Jr. Spring 
6 LaQuvionte Gonzalez WR 5-10 165 Jr pacar Waa, "90: Destown Westiaghee 200: 63 ¢ 290— Fr os 
23 SablanHolmes WR 5-11 175 Sr. Southlake __83_Alonzo Williams __DL_6-4 206 _S%.__Long Beach, CA 
15 Frankiheanacho WAR 6-6 220 So. ~~ Houston Ee “* sree 
13 Jamal WR 5-9 1 - : 
st Jal pone wees = a sai 31 Claude George LB 6-2 235 Jr Lafayette, LA 
3 Chistian Kirk WR 5-11 190 Fr. —‘Soottsdale,az_ “© Cullen Gilaspia LB 6-2 215 Katy 
42 Josch Motley WR 5-11 175 So. College Station aan = 2 = * = 
82 Boone Niederhofer WR 6-0 197 Jr. San Antonio : 
2 Speedy Noil WA 5-11 185 So. __New Orleans, LA pa eae 2 s m * oe 
48 Dreagan Patterson WR 6-0 190 Jr. Amarillo S7. Ain Menwene is ets He —— 
LU anak Carthage 8 Cameron Smith LB 6-2 222 Sr. Arlington 
ane = = = ~ = 11 Josh Walker LB 6-1 233 So. Gilmer 
11 dosh Wa 64 190. dr San Antonio” 33 Shaan Washington LB 6-3 235 Jr. Alexandria, LA 
85 Reggie Rusk wa 57471 ee. Dallas | seg henWicon LB G1 205: _ Daphne, AL_ 
9 Ricky Seals-Jones WR 65 235 So Sealy Defensive Backs Pos a Yr. Hometown 
19 Jeremy Tabuyo WR 5-11 180 J ~ Honolua) events Boms_D8 60216 St. ATeaion 
: : 28. Victor Davis DB 6-0 191 So. Rosenberg 
Si Aye Baiey Li Troy 4 _ Noel Elis DB 5-10 180 So. New Orleans, LA 
Tight Ends Pos. Ht Wt Yr. Hometown 14 Justin Evans DB 614 195 So. Wiggins, MS 
41s Ereaelon Bepcandes TE 6-6» 200 °5% Brenham 29 Tavares Gamer DB 6-0 183 Jr, Missouri City 
96._Dayid Dartey TE 6-4 240 So. WestlakeVillage,CA 1 DeWanteHamis DB 5-11 180 Sr ‘Mesquite 
60 Jordan Davis __TE_€4 255_t. Clearlake = ick Harvey DB 5-10 180 So. Lancaster 
UCC = 42 Sam Moeller DB 5-11 186 Sr. San Antonio 
79 Joseph Cheek __—OL_—G-7_310_—Sr. Seguin 32. Will Paulhill DB 5-10 192 Sr. Conroe 
50_Tank Davis OL_ 6-4 280 fr. Garland = 47 ‘AlexSezer Jr. DB 5-9 180 Jt. Orange 
72_ Jermaine Eluemunor OL 6-4 315 Jr. Denville,NJ 93 Armani Watts DB S11 190 So. Foray 
65 AveryGennesy _OL__ 6-5 305 Jr _—Southaven,MS_ 3g Jonathan Wiggins DB 6-3 218 Jr. Houston 
77_ J.J. Gustafson OL 6-5 285 So, Dallas = § DonovanWilson DB 6-1 192 So. Shreveport, LA 
74 Germain Ifedi OL 65 325 Jr Houston Specialists Pos. Ht WE Yr Hometown 
86 Nathan Kellman OL 63 296 Sr. Corona,CA 38 Drew Kaser P 63 210 Sr. Strongsville, OH 
76 _tachledwik _—OL_6-5_282_ Fr. LaGrange 4 Shane Tripucka =P 63 215 So. Allen 
63 RyanLindblade OL 6-7 305 Jr. _Richmond 24 Taylor Bertolet PK 5-9 185 Sr. Reading, PA 
62_ Chad Loitz OL 6-1 325 So Austin —41._—Peter Grady PK 5-11 218 Jr. Cedar Park 
75 _Koda Martin OL 66 275 Fr. Manvel 30_Dillon Moore PK 6-2 175 So. College Station 
56 Mike Matthews OL 6-2 290 Sr. Missouri City 97 Cody Wicker PK 6-1 200 So Dallas 
61 Braden Meador OL 6-6 290 Jr. Montgomery 45. Austin Frey is 6-1 230 Fo Tomball 
47 Caden Smith OL 6-3 260 Sr. Roscoe 39 DanielHavens LS 6-1 220 So. _College Station 


12 
13 


T. Williams 


B. Williams 


Tackles: H. Mattews 82, D. Everett 79, J. Bass 65 
Tackles for loss: M. Garrett 14, D. Hall 6, A. Williams 5.5 
Sacks: M. Garrett 11.5, A. Williams 4.5, D. Hall 4.5 
Interceptions: A. Watts 3, D. Everett 1, D. Harris 1 
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ORTS AGGIES RECRUITING 2015 


Christian Kirk 

Yes, the Aggies have plenty of talent at receiver, but Kirk enrolled 

, early from Saguaro High in Scottsdale, Ariz., and the 5-10, 

) 191-pounder has the physical ability to jump in the rotation at 
receiver in this offense. Kirk runs great routes, has very good hands 
and was the No. 4 wide receiver prospect nationally in the 2015 
cycle. Another excellent offensive weapon snag for Texas A&M. 


Daylon Mack 

There may not have been a more productive high school defen- 
sive tackle in the country than the 6-1, 330-pound Mack, who 
is expected to step in and see snaps right away on the interior 
of the Aggies defensive line. There will be a period of adjust- 


long as he is healthy, you will hear his name a lot when talking 
Texas A&M. 


Kyler Murray 

Murray may not start, but expect him to play as one of only two 
. scholarship quarterbacks on campus. The five-star Allen (Texas) 
\ product is lethal running the football and escaping pressure 
and the Texas A&M coaching staff could very well have some 
packages for him even if he is not the starter this season, 
Murray is an “X-factor” type of player when you look at the 
Aggies offense for this coming season. 


3 NEWCOMERS OF IMPACT 


Pos. Ht Wt — Stars Hometown School 


Jay Bradford RB 5-10 190 OOOO Splendora Splendora 
U.S. Army All-American...Ranked as the nation’s No. 271 prospect overall, No. 20 running back 
and No. 40 prospect in Texas according to the 247Sports Composite...Class 3A state champion 
in 100-meter dash and long jump. 


Kendall Bussey RB 58 25 O00 New Orleans, LA —_ Isidore Newman 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 375 prospect overall, No. 31 running back and No. 17 prospect in 
Louisiana according to the 247Sports Composite...Committed to Nebraska and Tennessee 
before settling on the Aggies. 


Deshawn Capers-Smith ATH 5-11 173 GOO New Orleans, LA Warren Easton 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 33 athlete and No. 23 prospect in Louisiana according to the 
247Sports Composite. . .Passed for 4,333 yards and 50 touchdowns and ran for 1,318 yards and 
21 scores in 2014...Named Louisiana Gatorade Player of the Year as a senior. 


Jordan Davis TE 64 25 GOGO Houston Clear Lake 
Enrolled in January...Ranked as the nation’s No. 230 prospect overall, No. 10 tight end and 
No. 33 prospect in Texas according to the 247Sports Composite...Caught 33 passes for 496 yards 
and two touchdowns as a senior...Had 39 receptions for 558 yards and five TDs as a junior. 


dustin Dunning S$ 63 204 0000 Whitehouse Whitehouse 
Ranked as the nation's No. 134 prospect overall, No. 6 safety and No. 18 prospect in Texas 
according to the 247Sports Composite. ..Had 79 tackles, five tackles for loss and four intercep- 
tions as a senior. 


Landis Durham OW 62 32 ooo Plano Plano East 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 38 outside linebacker and No. 72 prospect in Texas according to the 
247Sports Composite... Three-time all-district performer...Had 91 tackles, two sacks and two 
interceptions as a junior. 


Roney Elam 62 173 GOO00 Newton Newton 
Ranked as the nation’s No, 202 prospect overall, No. 23 cornerback and No. 29 prospect in 
Texas according to the 247Sports Composite...Named first-team Class 3A all-state as a 
senior...First-team all-district as a quarterback and defensive back. 


Trevor Elbert OT 65 20 GOO Rockwall Rockwall-Heath 
U.S. Army All-American...Ranked as the nation’s No. 248 prospect overall, No, 24 offensive 
tackle and No, 35 prospect in Texas according to the 247Sports Composite...Missed most of 
senior season due to injury...First-team all-district as a junior. 


Justin Evans S 60 185 O06 Perkinston, MS Mississippi Gull Coast C.0, 
Enrolled in January...Ranked as the nation’s No. 29 junior college prospect according to the 
247Sports Composite...Had 39 tackles, one interception and six pass breakups in 2014 and 
47 tackles, five interceptions with seven pass breakups in 2013. 


Riley Gamer iB 62 20 O00 College Station A&M Consolidated 
Ranked as the nation's No. 45 inside linebacker and No. 135 prospect in Texas according to the 
247Sports Composite...Missed senior season due to injury...Had 110 tackles, five forced 
fumbles, four fumble recoveries (two for touchdowns) as a junior. 


Claude George OB 62 230 O06 Hutchinson, KS Hutchinson 6.0. 
Enrolled in January...Ranked as the nation's No. 55 junior college prospect according to the 
247Sports Composite, ..Had 66 tackles, 13 tackles for loss and 3.5 sacks in 2014. 


Kingsley OT 63 20 GOOC _ Richmond George Ranch 
Ranked as the nation's No, 330 prospect overall, No. 22 defensive tackle and No. 45 prospect 
in Texas according to the 247Sports Composite...Recorded 60 tackles, 10 tackles for loss and 
five sacks as a senior. 


Christian Kirk WR 5-10 191 @OGOOO Scottsdale, AZ 

Enrolled in January...Under Armour All-American...Ranked as the nation’s No. 25 prospect 
overall, No. 4 wide receiver and No. 1 prospect in Arizona according to the 247Sporis 
Composite...Named 2014 All-USA second team by USA TODAY...Named Arizona Gatorade 
Player of the Year. 
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ment for the Gladewater (Texas) product, but by mid-season, as ~ 


Kendall Bussey 

He was a late get for the Aggies out of New Orleans, which is 
becoming quite a good spot for Texas A&M to recruit. The 5-8, 
205-pounder has a low center of gravity at the running back 
position and could very well out-play his three-star rating in 
time. It may not be this season, but keep an eye on Bussey 
down the road in College Station. 


SLEEPER 


Murray and rising sophomore Kyle Allen are the only two scholarship quarterbacks on 
campus, so look for Texas A&M to target a big-time signal caller that can come in and 
help this cycle. Running back, linebacker and physicality at the cornerback position 
are three more needs the Aggies have this cycle. 
— By JC Shurburtt 
247Sports 
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Hometown School 


Daniel LaGamera K 64 210 O00 Tarpon Springs, FL East Lake 
Semper Fidelis All-American, ..Ranked as the nation's No. 6 kicker according to the 247Sports 
Composite. ..Made 13 of 20 field goal attempts with a long of 49 yards as a senior. 


Connor Lanfear | 65 25 OOOO Bulla Jack C Hays 
Semper Fidelis All-American. ..Ranked as the nation’s No. 194 prospect overall, No. 16 offensive 
tackle and No. 28 prospect in Texas according to the 247Sports Composite. 


James Lockhart SDE 62 21 O0O00 Ennis 

U.S. Army All-American...Ranked as the nation’s No. 135 prospect overall, No. 10 strongside 
defensive end and No. 19 prospect in Texas according to the 247Sports Composite...Had 140 
tackles and 10 sacks as a senior and 122 tackles and 8,5 sacks as a junior. 


Daylon Mack T &1 30 OO000 Gladewater 
Under Armour All-American, ..Ranked as the nation’s No. 14 prospect overall, No. 4 defensive 
tackle and No. 2 prospect in Texas according to the 247Sports Composite...Had 82 tackles, 
37 tackles for loss and five sacks as a senior...Racked up 97 tackles, 36 tackles for loss and 
six sacks as a junior. 


Erik McCoy 0 63 29 OOO Lufkin Lufkin 
Ranked as the nation's No. 14 center and No. 134 prospect in Texas according to the 247Sports 
Composite...Named second team all-state and first team all-district. 


Moore OW 60 210 OO6 Cedar Hill Cedar Hill 
Enrolled in January...Ranked as the nation’s No, 383 prospect overall, No. 31 outside line- 
backer and No. 51 prospect in Texas according to the 247Sports Composite. ..Had 195 tackles, 
34 tackles for loss and 15 sacks as a senior. 


Kyler Murray QB 5-10 180 GOOOS Allen Allen 
Under Armour All-American...Ranked as the nation's No. 33 prospect overall, No. 1 dual-threat 
quarterback and No. 5 prospect in Texas according to the 247Sports Composite...Named 
National Gatorade Player of the Year as a senior,..Named 2014 Offensive Player of the Year by 
USA TODAY...Led team to three straight state titles and 42-0 record as a starter. ..Son of former 
Texas A&M quarterback Kevin Murray. 


Lany Pryor $ 5-11 19 @OO0  — Sulphur Springs Sulphur Springs 
Ranked as the nation's No. 156 prospect overall, No. 7 safety and No. 21 prospect in Texas 
according to the 247Sports Composite...Two-time district MVP...Played quarterback as a 
junior and senior. 


Damion Ratley WR 61 15 OOo Brenham Blinn College 
Enrolled in January...Ranked as the nation’s No. 48 junior college prospect according to the 
247Sports Composite...Caught 45 passes for 1,197 yards and 20 touchdowns in 2014. 


Kemah WR 60 187 OOOO Houston Cypress Ridge 
Semper Fidelis All-American...Ranked as the nation's No. 284 prospect overall, No. 34 wide 
receiver and No. 41 prospect in Texas according to the 247Sports Composite. .. Two-time first 
team all-district selection...Caught 36 passed for 625 yards and four touchdowns as a senior. 


Keaton Sutherland Oo 65 23 GOO0 Flower Mound Marcus 
Enrolled in January. ..U.S. Army All-American...Ranked as the nation’s No. 183 prospect overall, 
No. 14 offensive tackle and No. 26 prospect in Texas according to the 247Sports Composite... 
First-team all-district selection. 


Dwaine Thomas OB 62 2188 OOO Boutte, LA Hahaville 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 78 outside linebacker and No. 61 prospect in Louisiana according to 
the 247Sports Composite...Recorded 131 tackles, seven sacks and an interception as a senior. 


AjiM 


Lindy’s Sports Annuals 183 


PLAYER PROFILE 


: He had 11.5 sacks as 
? a true freshman. ... 
|} Recovered from offsea- 
} = son hand surgery to 

? take part in the Aggies’ 
? two major spring scrim- 
? mages. ... Not just a one-trick 
: pony as he also has the upper body strength 
? and hands to be an elite run defender as well. 
? ... Should benefit from the scheme of new 
3 defensive coordinator John Chavis, which 
, : plays to his burst and ability to make plays in 
> the backfield. 


yles Garrett almost seems too good 
to be true. 


He arrived on A&M’s campus 
last summer and immediately became the 
Aggies’ best defensive lineman. More than 
that, he became one of the best defensive 
ends in the SEC. Even more than that, he 
played like one of the best defensive ends 
in all of college football. 

As a true freshman. 

A really, really, freakishly athletic true 
freshman. 

He played at about 250 pounds last sea- 
son, but still had better burst and lateral 
movement than anyone else in A&M’s front 
seven, including the smaller linebackers. He 
had 11.5 sacks, earning second-team All- 
SEC honors while positioning himself as one 
of college football’s brightest young players. 

Bruce Feldman of FOX Sports tabbed him 
as the “Freakiest Athlete in College Football.” 

Best of all, Garrett has the mindset to go 
with the skills. He doesn’t take plays off, no 
matter the score. Coaches will push him, 
and he’s OK with that. 

“| don’t care who you are, but he has a 
lot of room to improve as far as technique, 
stance, footwork, hand placement, all of 
the little things,” said defensive ends coach 
Terry Price in the spring. 

“To be a great guy up front in this league, 
you have to get better at it, and he has to 
get better at it. Every day he’s getting chal- 
lenged. ... (He has) to work on some more 
consistent pass rush moves, work on some 
better counters, and really be more physical 
at the point of attack.” 

Garrett's feats were legendary last season. 

He had a sack in his first game against 
South Carolina when it was apparent he 
didn’t really know what he was doing. He 
was good enough against the run that he 
got his first start against a very physical 
Arkansas team. 

In the Aggies’ upset of top five Auburn, 
he dominated the Tigers’ tackles and 
helped A&M build up a 35-17 halftime lead. 
In A&M’s last game of the regular season 


MYLES GARRETT 


vs. LSU, he had a sack against NFL-bound : 


tackle La’el Collins. 


Now, he’s reportedly up to 270 pounds, 
and he spent every spring scrimmage in : TOP NEWCOMER 
new coordinator John Chavis’ more aggres- : 
sive defense making it almost impossible : 


for A&M to run any sort of cohesive offense. : 


Garrett, who, per team policy, has been 


Plenty of others have compared him to 
a Jadeveon Clowney-type of defender. 
“Defensive end is going to be a strong 


Chavis said. 


For more coverage visit lindyssports.com/college-football/sec/texas-am 


: QB Kyler Murray, but 
unavailable to the media as a freshman, : 


doesn’t really need to honk his own horn. : 


than any defensive tack- 
: le on the Aggies’ roster. ... 


; Is big enough to handle nose tackle but quick 
position for us; there’s no doubt about that,” : 


BEST AND BRIGHTEST 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 
DE MYLES GARRETT 


i EMERGING STAR 
: OB KYLE ALLEN 


? Started the last five games 
: of his freshman season. 
© =... Had a 12-to-4 touch- 
: down to interception 

: ratio in his last four 

: games, which included 

: contests against Auburn, 
? Missouri, LSU and West Virginia. ... Drop back 

: passer who's being asked to run the zone read 
: by new run game coordinator Dave 

? Christensen. ... Became more of a leader dur- 

: ing the spring. ... Will have to hold off talented 
freshman Kyler Murray. 


DT DAYLON MACK 
This honor could very well 
go to incoming freshman 


Mack is already bigger 
and more explosive 


enough to be a three technique. ... Played 


P some running back in high school. ... Video 
: where he pushed a truck went viral on the 
: internet when it was released. 
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OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Andy Ludwig 


VANDERBILT 


COMMODGRES 


For more coverage of the Commodores, visit vanderbilt.247Sports.com 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Derek Mason 


MASON, UNPROVEN OFFENSE EAGER TO MOVE PAST ROUGH 2014 


erek Mason will be the first to admit 
D«= last season was difficult for his 

program. Vanderbilt went from three 
straight bowl appearances and a pair of nine- 
win seasons before Mason’s arrival, to 3-9 
during his first year. The Commodores had a 
struggling offense, inconsistent defense and 
made questionable decisions on and off the 
field. 

Mason fired both of his coordinators fol- 
lowing the season, made a change in the 
strength and conditioning program, and had 
to cut ties with a few players who didn’t see 
eye-to-eye with his total team concept. 

“I'm starting to hit my groove. From year 
one to year two, and coming off a 3-9 season, 
you learn a lot about your program and who 
you are,” Mason said. 

“Strengths and weaknesses really became 
apparent for us, and as we’ve moved through 
the evaluation process, what I learned as a 
head coach was to be yourself and under- 
stand the opportunity for growth in building 
your program doesn’t happen overnight. Stay 
consistent with your kids, your message and 
continue to understand that changes need to 
be made.” 

Mason hired Wisconsin offensive coordi- 
nator Andy Ludwig to call the Commodore 
offense and appointed himself as the new 
defensive coordinator, a rare move in college 
football these days. 

Vanderbilt hit the field earlier than ever 
this spring, kicking off camp in early Febru- 
ary before concluding in mid-March. Mason 
felt the time was good for his program and 
he heads into the summer looking to see the 
team become more of a complete unit, capa- 
ble of competing in areas in which it wasn’t 
able to last fall. 

“T want to see this team go from a group 
of players to a group of competitors,” Mason 
said. 

“IT want to see us look like a relentless 
football team, become a team that’s feared 
because of how we play the game. We 
don’t beat ourselves, and get 11 hats to the 
ball on defense, play with solid schemes 
and coverage and always have the ability 
to get to the house on special teams. 


“We want to really embrace a more con- 
crete team concept; that’s my goal, be- 
cause if you can do that, it gives you the 
opportunity to play winning football ev- 
ery week.” 


OFFENSE 


Vanderbilt struggled considerably on of- 
fense in 2014 as the team went through four 
starting quarterbacks and failed to generate 
more than 10 points in half of its SEC games. 
New playcaller Andy Ludwig made his mark 
this spring by installing more of a balanced 
scheme that will emphasize the strengths of 
VU’s lineup. 

“Andy Ludwig was a necessary step for 
us and our offense to build upon our tal- 
ents and abilities in this program,” Mason 
said. 

Ludwig’s main challenge will be find- 
ing a regular starting quarterback. Patton 
Robinette chose to walk away from the 
game following spring practice after nu- 
merous head injuries last season. Sopho- 
mores Johnny McCrary and Wade Freebeck 
are expected to battle for the job, although 
redshirt freshman Shawn Stankavage and 
true freshman Kyle Shurmur could also be 
factors. 

The receiver position might be an even 
bigger question mark. Latevius Rayford and 
C.J. Duncan are back as likely starters and 
both worked this spring on creating more 
separation. Most believe sophomore Trent 
Sherfield is due for a breakout season fol- 
lowing a highly successful spring campaign. 
Redshirt freshman Ronald Monroe and in- 
coming freshman Jared Pinkney could also 
prove to be factors. 

Vanderbilt was led last year by running 
back Ralph Webb and tight end Steven Scheu, 
and both are expected to take their games to 
another level this fall. Scheu led the SEC in 
receptions among tight ends, and the senior 
had the look of a legit NFL prospect during 
the spring. Webb, who rushed for nearly 
1,000 yards last season, has added more of a 
receiving and pass blocking dimension to his 
game. 

The running game could be even stronger 


STAQIUM: Vanderbilt Stadium: 39,773 


SCHEDULE 


Date Opponent 4 Record 
Sept.5 WESTERN KENTUCKY 8-5 
Sept. 12 GEORGIA 10-3 
Sept.19 AUSTIN PEAY 1-11 
Sept. 26 at Ole Miss 9-4 
Oct.3 at Middle Tennessee 6-6 
Oct.17 at South Carolina 7-6 
Oct. 24 MISSOURI 11-3 
Oct. 31 at Houston 8-5 
Nov. 7 at Florida 7-5 
Nov. 14 KENTUCKY 5-7 
Nov. 21 TEXAS A&M 8-5 
Nov. 28 at Tennessee 7-6 


RESULTS 


L TEMPLE 7-37 
L OLE MISS 3-41 
WwW MASSACHUSETTS 34-31 
L SOUTH CAROLINA 34-48 
L at Kentucky 7-17 
(b at Georgia 17-44 
W CHARLESTON SOUTHERN 21-20 
p at Missouri 14-24 
WwW OLD DOMINION 42-28 
L FLORIDA 10-34 
L at Mississippi State 0-51 
L TENNESSEE 17-24 


10-YEAR 
WINNING TREND 


* o 10 


2 2 © 6 © MW 8 0 100 
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AT A GLANCE 


in 
LULF 


Nashville, Tenn. 


3-9 overall, 0-8 SEC (7th, East) 


Derek Mason — At Vanderbilt and 
overall: 3-9, 1 year 


19; 8 offense, 9 defense, kicker, punter 
BIAYERS | iV a 

RB Ralph Webb, WR Trent Sherfield, 

TE Steven Scheu, LT Andrew Jelks, 

C Spencer Pulley, DT Adam Butler, 


LB Nigel Bowden, LB Stephen Weatherly, 
DB Torren McGaster 


DDIMODY CTDENCTHC- 


rNIMANT QUILT. 

Vanderbilt returns almost its entire 
defense, including everyone at lineback- 
er and defensive back. Helped by sche- 
matic changes on defense, the 
Commodores should be able to get more 
pressure on opposing QBs and create 
turnovers with the return of pass rushers 
Stephen Weatherly and Caleb Azubike. 
Steven Scheu might be the best tight 
end in the league. 


Questions surround the quarterback 
position. VU started four QBs in 2014 
and lost Patton Robinette to retirement 
following spring drills. Sophomore Wade 
Freebeck might be the leader in the 
clubhouse, but his less-than-spectacular 
play as a true freshman and during the 
spring game is cause for concern. The 
receiver position continues to be a work 
in progress. The team lacks sufficient 
depth along the defensive line. 


QB Patton Robinette, C Joe Townsend, 
NG Vince Taylor, OLB Kyle Woestmann 


Vanderbilt is trying to rebound from an 
abysmal 2014, when the Commodores 
were not only one of the youngest teams 
in the country, but also one of the least 
productive. Mason brings back more 
than 26 players who started at least five 
games in 2014 and hopes that the expe- 
rience and a few changes to the coach- 
ing staff will produce better results on 
Saturdays this fall. 

9}? Rushing yards last season for Ralph 
Webb, a school freshman record and the 
seventh-best season total in Vanderbilt 
history. 


DE 


Caleb Azubik 


Photo by Cecil Copeland Cal Sport Media via AP Image 


this year with sophomore Dallas Rivers and 
converted scatback Darrius Sims presenting 
a change of pace from Webb. Junior Ladar- 
ius Banks moved from defensive tackle to 
fullback and showed progress during the 
spring as a physical blocker. 

Nathan Marcus and Sean Dowling 
could be factors as backups to Scheu at 
tight end. 

The offensive line returns four starters 
and the group has added a little more beef 
to their frames under new strength coach 
James Dobson. The line is lacking sufficient 
depth at tackle, but left-side blocker An- 
drew Jelks has the potential to be an all- 
league player. 

Veteran guard Spencer Pulley will move 
back to center and direct the offense as 
the unquestioned leader of the squad. 
The coaching staff is hoping sophomore 
Delando Crooks is able to realize his po- 
tential and assume a starting role this fall 
at one of the guard spots. Redshirt fresh- 
man Cole Hardin could also prove to be 
a factor at guard, and Mason hinted that 
one or two true freshmen could add depth 
at tackle. 


SCOUTING REPORT: Offense 


| POS _ STARTER YR. 

QB = Wade Freebeck 
Ralph Webb* 
Ladarius Banks 
Latevius Rayford* 
C.J. Duncan* 
Steven Scheu* 
Andrew Jelks* Je. 
Jake Bernstein* Sr. 
Spencer Pulley* Jr. 

RG —_Delando Crooks So. 

RT Will Holden* Jr. 


COMMENT 


*Returning Starter in Bold 


So. — Appears to have lead at 0B ... for now. 
Made strides in pass blocking this spring, 
Powerful blocker started career at DT. 
Showed better separation this spring. 
Played both WR and RB during spring drills. 
Looked like an NFL prospect during spring. 
Perhaps the team's most consistent tackle. 
Seems like a perfect fit in Andy Ludwig's system. 
Considered the leader of the OL unit. 
Talented guard needs to be consistent. 
Appears to have settled in at RT. 

PK Tommy Openshaw* So. Powerful leg, needs better accuracy. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Johnny McCrary, So. 
Dallas Rivers, So, 
Dallas Rivers, So. 
Trent Sherfield, So. 
Ronald Monroe, Fr. 
Nathan Marcus, So. 
Blake Fromang, Jr. 
Barrett Gouger, Jr. 
Cole Hardin, Fr. 
Kevin McCoy, Jr. 
Bailey Granier, Fr. 
Hayden Lekacz, So. 


SCOUTING REPORT: Defense 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT 
DE Adam Butler* J. 
NG Jay Woods 
DE Caleb Azubike* Sr. 

) |B — Stephen Weatherly* Jr. 
LB Nigel Bowden* So. 
LB Zach Cunningham 
LB _Darreon Herring* Sr. 
CB Toren McGaster* Jr. 
CB Taurean Ferguson* — So. 

Andrew Williamson* Sr. 

Oren Burks* 

Colby Cooke* Jr. 
*Returning Starter in Bold 


DEFENSE 


The defense lacked a pass rush or the 
ability to create turnovers last fall, but 
Mason’s move to defensive coordinator re- 
sulted in multiple sacks and interceptions 
during the spring game. 

He said by moving back to defensive co- 
ordinator, he is “able to see my vision and 
have a better idea of who we are, where 
we want to go and not having to speak 
through somebody in order to relay a mes- 
sage.” 

Mason moved defensive end Jay Woods 
to the inside to make up for the gradua- 
tion of Vince Taylor, while Adam But- 
ler and Caleb Azubike return to give the 
Commodores a pair of veteran bookends. 
Both are capable of being among the best 
in the league but need to be more consis- 
tent to achieve such designation, accord- 
ing to Mason. 

Sophomore Nifae Lealao has shaved 


Most talented D-lineman on the roster. 
So. Moved inside during spring drills, 

Pass rusher in search of big final year. 
Had another exceptional spring. 

Tackling machine in line for big a second year. 
So. Coaches excited about his potential, 

Had big spring in a “flex” role. 

Has all-conference potential, 

Emerging as a playmaker for the ‘Dores. 
Became more of a leader this spring. 

So. — Back to full health in the spring. 
Continues to work on directional punting. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Torey Agee, Jr. 

Nifae Lealao, So. 
Jonathan Wynn, So. 
Landon Stokes, So. 
Jake Sealand, Sr. 
Ja'karri Thomas, Jr. 
Emmanuel Smith, So. 
Tre Herndon, So. 

Tre Bell, So. 

Tre Tarpley, So. 
Jahmel Mcintosh, Sr. 
Tommy Openshaw, So. 


nearly 30 pounds off his frame and should 
be more of a factor at nose guard behind 
Woods. Junior Torey Agee and sophomore 
Jonathan Wynn should provide depth at 
the end spots. 

Vanderbilt will be loaded at linebacker 
with promising sophomores Nigel Bowden 
and Zach Cunningham mixing with vet- 
erans Darreon Herring, Jake Sealand and 
Jakarri Thomas. Stephen Weatherly will 
headline the outside ‘backers and has the 
potential to be one of the SEC’s best pass 
rushers. Landon Stokes enjoyed a good 
spring and could be a factor, while incom- 
ing recruit Josh Smith should play immedi- 
ately as well. 

Torren McGaster will lead Vander- 
bilt’s secondary, a group that hopes to 
show more relentlessness than a year ago. 
McGaster has what it takes to be a top 
corner in the league. Sophomore Taurean 
Ferguson emerged at the other corner spot 
after a successful spring. 
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NDS Rank: No. 39 TE in class of 2016 


NDS Rank: No. 26 OT in class of 2017 


. q _ Steven Scheu, TE, Redshirt Senior (6-5, 245, 4.79) 


Scheu offers a prototypical frame for his position, as well as soft, reliable hands. Whether 
lining up next to the tackle or split wide, he shows good build-up speed to beat defenders 
down the seam and uses his size well to shield defenders from the ball. Scheu’s greatest 
assets are his vision to track passes and his hands. He shows the ability to pluck passes 

away from his frame, showing good extension and hand-eye coordination. 


Stephen Weatherly, OLB, Redshirt Junior (6-5, 250, 4.69) 

NDS Rank: No. 51 OLB in class of 2017 

Weatherly looks the part of an NFL prospect with broad shoulders and long limbs. He is 
often used off the edge as a pass rusher, showing enough burst to cross the face of tackles. 
He needs to add more functional strength to threaten as a bull rusher, as well as improve his 
awareness of cut blocks. Weatherly shows agility and awareness in coverage, quickly 
changing directions and pursuing with passion. 


Andrew Jelks, OT, Redshirt Junior (6-6, 305, 5.00) 


His NFL future may lie inside as Jelks shows good initial quickness and impressive strength 
to latch and control defenders. But some stiffness in his upper body makes him susceptible 
to pure speed rushers and counter moves. Jelks is a patient, savvy blocker who understands 


defenders inside to create a lane. 


Andrew Williamson, Oren Burks and 
Jahmel McIntosh return at safety after a 
shaky 2014. Mason believes the group is 
more confident and in command of the 
unit thanks to a year of maturity. 

Sophomores Emmanuel Smith and Tre 
Tarpley will serve as nickel defenders. 
Smith was the star of the spring game, 
posting three sacks while coming off the 
edge. 

Mason has preached pressure, aggression 
and attitude for his defense as the new co- 
ordinator. He will also employ more rota- 
tions than a year ago. 

“Coming out of the spring, looking at 
our defense and where we were, as opposed 
to nine months ago, I felt a lot better,” 
Mason said. 

“We're a little more vocal, a little more 


angles and doesn't panic. His quickness shows up in the run game as he is often able to pin 


— Rob Rang, NFLDraftScout.com 


confident in what we’re doing. And guys 
are in the positions that they should be in. 
There is no more guesswork as to whether 
one could play up or play down; things are 
settled now, “ 


The kick return game was sometimes 
VU's best offense in 2014 as Darrius Sims 
averaged nearly 25 yards per return and 
scored two touchdowns. Finding a punt 
returner would be helpful as VU had to 
employ walk-on true freshman Trey Ellis at 
one point during last season. 

Kicking duties will be between Tommy 
Openshaw and Hayden Lekacz. Both have 
strong legs and can be effective from 45 
yards or greater. Openshaw was 8 of 11 last 
fall, but just 2 of 5 on attempts from 40 or 
more. 


Nigel Bowden 


Photo by Christopher Hanewinckel-USA TODAY Sports 


Colby Cooke returns as the team’s punt- 
er. The Virginia native still needs to show 
more consistency in his directional kick- 
ing, but he is effective in distance attempts. 

Mason said the team will use a mix be- 
tween starters and first-year players on cov- 
erage units. 


wk sttian 
Cie i] b 


Vanderbilt will get its chance to establish 
early home-field momentum in September 
as the team will host Western Kentucky, 
Georgia and Austin Peay during the first 
three weeks. Going at least 2-1 would be 
a good start for the team. 


VU will then hit the road for three 


2012 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 30.0 55 


2013 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 30.1 56 
Rushing 166.3 57 Rushing 139.0 T-92 
Passing 213.4 80 Passing 227.5 67 
Total 379.7 80 Total 366.5 93 


2014 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 17.2 ~=1-116 
Rushing 109.3 113 
Passing 179.1 105 
Total 288.4 122 


straight weeks for games against Ole Miss, 
Middle Tennessee and South Carolina. The 
trip to Murfreesboro on Oct. 3 could be 
pivotal as the Blue Raiders went 3-0 against 
Vanderbilt from 2001-2005. A trip to Hous- 
ton on Halloween could also be huge if the 
Commodores hope to post a winning sea- 
son. 

Vanderbilt will draw Texas A&M as its 
rotating SEC West opponent as the Aggies 
will make their first ever trip to Vanderbilt 
Stadium on Nov. 21. 


DEFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 18.7 15 
Rushing 142.2 38 
Passing 191.7 14 
Total 333.9 19 


DEFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 24.6 46 
Rushing 147.8 40 
Passing 206.9 23 
Total 354.8 23 


DEFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 33.3 104 
Rushing 183.8 86 
Passing 218.3 49 
Total 402.1 68 
TO MARGIN PERGAME RANK TO MARGIN PER GAME 
0 + 0.00 58 +6 


TO MARGIN PER GAME 
+0.5 - 16 


RANK 
-1.3 121 


— Jesse Johnson 
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COMMODORES SPRING ROSTER 


NOTEBOOK 


‘Quarterbacks Pos, Hi. We Yr Hometown 77 ‘Nifae Lealao OT 6-5 320 So. Sacramento, CA 
anderbilt hired Cortez Hankton as its wide “se Frsterk 08-65 28 So SIS Aire ae ee ES 
\fecves coach and Marc Mattioli as its 2 “ommyMeCrary 08 6-4 224 So. i aden le 
safeties coach. 10 Shawn Stankavage OB 6-2 197 Fr. Durham, NC 90. Sekou Clark DE 6-3 264 Fr Denton, TX 
Hankton played four years at receiver for the Running Backs Pos. Hi Wit Yr. UGE = 74 Jay Woods DE 63 283 So Jackson, GA 
Jacksonville Jaguars and spent the last three 28 Dallas Rivers RB 6-1 225 So, Stone Mountain, GA 
coaching receivers at Dartmouth. Mattioli worked 6 Darrius Sims ROIRS 5-9 182 Jr. Memphis 35 Darreon Herring LB «G1 232 Sr,__Stone Mountain, GA 
as a defensive graduate assistant alongside Derek 26 Ralph Webb RB 5-10 200. So. Gainesvile,FL 23 KhariBlasingame MB G1 217 + NewMarket AL 
Mason at Stanford. He was hired following the de- is lacs Te a oe he Dalles, A 
parture of Todd Lyght to Notre Dame. Lyght was : 52. Wigs Bowden __ (08.61! 2661 80 Macon, OA 
a part of the Commodore staff for less than two M Chis Martin __FB_6-0 294 S. __Princetony NI 44 Zach Cunningham LB 6-4 234 So, Pinson, AL 
weeks in January. Wide Receivers Pose te Wc LS 44 Harding Harper = LB «G-2 240 Jr, ~=—=s Montgomery, AL 
¢ Vanderbilt's roster was noticeably bigger in 11 Rashad Canty WR 6-3 215 Fr. Riverdale,GA = 43, Jake Sealand LB 6-2 232° Sr, Tucker, GA 
the spring with an average increase of nearly 13 48 Jalen Dansby = WR 5-11 190 So, Wildwood,MO 4) JarkarriThomas LB 6-1 235. dn Tallahassee, FL 
pounds compared to last season. The offensive line 39 Brian Doney WR 5-10 184 So, Westerville, OH 5 redm depo OW 2 2 Sa Washington, MO 
averages 310 pounds and features no player under 18 Chandler Dorrell WR 5-11 182 So. Nashville 
300 pounds for the first time in more than a decade. gtdblie rabae bale WT LIK Lethe 
19 C.J. Duncan WR 5-11 200 So. Montgomery, AL 
¢ Patton Robinette retired from football follow- 89 Landon Stokes OLB 6-4 240 So. Orlando, FL 
ing spring drills in order to focus on his pursuit of a aes bd pena Sea’: Ss a Stephen Weatherly OLB 6-5 250 Jr. Snellville, GA 
medical degree. He was accepted into the Vander- $0: eae Genet Ss OB 90 Alpharetta, GA 47 Charles Wright «OLB 6-3. 238 Fr irvine, CA 
bilt School of Medicine in February. He played in 16 © Kite Kontera SS SAE a ee os Oe es ee 
games during his career, making five starts. 8 RonaldMonroe WR 6-3 200 Fr. Houston, TX 
® Senior guard Jake Bernstein missed the 86 Latevius Rayford WR 6-1 192 Jr, Memphis 
spring practice due to lingering injuries suffered in 9 caieh soot WR 62195 So, pe Cee ee eerachhre 
the 2014 season. He is expected to be ready for a Gaia RC oe ea Danie, 4 TreBell CB 5-11 176 So. Union, NJ 
preseason camp in August. Ea ——— — 3 Taurean Ferguson CB 5-9 185 So, Jonesboro, GA 
¢ Inside linebackers Jake Sealand and Harding : 31. Tre Herndon CB 6-1 172 So, Chattanooga 
Harper missed spring practice due to ACL injuries. | % SenDowing _TE 65 278 So FallbrokCA Daphne, AL 
Sealand has played in 28 games during his career 83 Nathan Marcus = TE 6-5 238 So, Glen Ellyn, tL 18 Ladue Wy 088 6198 Su le Mgnth 
with six starts, but played in only seven games last 81 Steven Scheu TE 6-5 245 Sr. Evansville, (N—|§ —___————————— 
year. Harper missed the 2014 season after playing 15 DeAndreWoods Te 63 237 So. a eS I ating: 2 
in 13 games as a reserve in 2013. Oiasielionen Pair cis meng 2_Oren Burks S63 212 So. Fairfax Station, VA 
° ren freshman Khari Blasingame moved 53 Jake B OL G4 312 St Lakeinthe nits, , 27 _ahimel Mcintosh S$ G-1 200 St. Cleveland, MS 
into a hybrid inside linebacker position during the 7 EmmanuelSmith § 62 224 So. Murfreesboro 
spring and excelled. The 6-1, 217-pound Alabama Oe eS De —- 2 TeTapley  S 6-0 209 So, Pittsburgh, PA. 
native was impressive in tackling and attacking the 6 Barrett Gouge!) 100 = 05 6) ie Soddy-Daley : - = a 
line of scrimmage. He should be a special teams 75 BalleyGranier = OL 6-6 314 Fr. ee peek A ME Ee 
player to watch during the 2015 season and serve 60 Cole Hardin OL 6-4 305 Fr Florence, AL $2 _Andrew Williamson S 6-1 208 St. San Antonio, TX 
as a specialist for certain defensive packages. 74 Will Holden OL 6-7 312 Jr, Green Cove Springs, FL = mous Pos. HE Wi Vr. Hometown 
* Sophomore DeAndre Woods moved from re- 50 Andrew Jelks OL 6-6 305 Jr Paris 97 Reld Nelson P 62 215 So, Hueytown, AL 
ceiver to tight end. The 6-3, 237-pound target ap- 78 Kevin McCoy a 68 30 & Tampa, FL 16 Colby Cooke PPK 6-3 220 Jr Goochland, VA 
pears to be more of a natural fit at the flex position. Tay 7 tk 17 Tommy Openshaw PK 62 185 So. Jacksonville, FL_ 
¢ Vanderbilt and Stanford announced a four- ee eee ee 
game series beginning in 2021 that will include a ened aa ee ee Ld 
pair of home games at Vanderbilt Stadium. The Car- 86 Blake Fromang = OT «6-7 300 J. Grtendo,FL 98 (Galther Barker GN G1 250. Sh, Diep 
dinal will be the first Pac-12 team to visit Vander- Defensive Linemen Pos. HU Wh Yr. («= 37 ~Wilson Johnson = SN 6-2 210 Jr Nashville 
bilt’s home field. 69 Adam Butler DL 65 305 Jr Duncanville, TX 60 Jacob Schultz SN 6-4 220 Jr. Murfreesboro 
95 Riley Tindol DL 6-5 275 Fr. Billingsley, AL 51. Davis Winkie SN 6-4 245° Fr Cumming, GA 
; GP I Yai G 
On the state of the program: "Vanderbilt has PASSING Tee > tts = - . i es 4 ne ie 
really fallen off. It will be interesting to see what Derek W.Freebeck 5 818 34 72 #5 472 376 1 44 752 
Mason can do in his second VOR I ERT Rearusccesvescvepuvsececscsasapeboannscnedtvestedb bsbdeetudedhapnsadatccboossdnceeh cocbusrcecess slionnnansuvendiaaven(edeaasesesonsreeacthiopsteceeutie 
"James Franklin did a phenomenal job at NAME GP No. Yards Avg 1D Long Avg/G 
Vanderbilt. The guys there before Franklin did a phe- RECEIVING  S:Scheu 12 39 52 135 4 44 43.8 
nomenal job recruiting and redshirting guys and erie ¥ coll cop hed. a 2 
‘ ra Duncan 11 28 «441 158 32894 «665 40.1 
developing guys: Than: Franklin did: greet Job of. cre; * + RMU ce ..cssccacccccd coceecesghach tt teeheucscccesunusulaceotoeisaecsecoecooeiecsere helen tend ifvotcusasessctcetTenneupee mace 
ating a winning atmosphere and getting kids to believe NAME GP Att. Gain Loss Net Avg TD Long Avg/G 
they could win. To win nine games back to back at RUSHING R.Webb 12 212 955 43 912 43 4 28 760 
Vandy is incredible. D. Rivers 12 61 228 «10 218) «63.6 2 12 «18.2 
"Mason has to show he can get confidence in his J.Seymour 6 2 61240 61 (12348 0 2 205 


team. But it's going to be tough because they don't 
have a quarterback and they don't have many skill 


players on offense. That's a recipe for disaster in the Sacks: S, Weatherly 4.5, C. Azubike 4, A. Butler 2.5 
SEC." Interceptions: T. McGaster 2, T. Ferguson 2, J. McIntosh 1 


DEF. LEADERS Tackles: N. Bowden 78, Z. Cunningham 67, T. McGaster 66 
5 Tackles for loss: S. Weatherly 12.5, Z. Cunningham 6.5, C. Azubike 6 
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Jared Southers 
Smith, the No. 3 inside linebacker prospect in the 2015 cycle Offensive tackle Jared Southers (West Orange, N.J./Seton Hall 


» nationally per 247Sports, could contend for a starting job right 


Nehemiah Mitchell 

Mitchell, a three-star junior college defensive end from the City 
College of San Francisco, is 6-5, 265 pounds and enrolled mid- 
year. Expect him to compete for playing time right away along Oo 3 
the Commodores’ defensive front. He's the type of athletic, big 
defensive lineman that can thrive in a 3-4 alignment. 


2azsronr= COMPOSITE [ia 


Average Stars 
Tatal Stars 
National Rank: 47 


Re Prep) was a senior riser that plenty of college programs were 

[ a | away. The 6-3, 230-pound local product from Oakland High in excited about after watching the film from his final year of 

cc Murfreesboro, was a U.S. Army All-American and arrives at high school. He appeared to be heading to Yale before the 

Qo... Vanderbilt as an instant difference-maker on the defensive side Commodores swooped in with a scholarship offer and landed 

= of the ball. the 6-5, 285-pounder. Southers is athletic with excellent feet 

aa and is a hard worker, as is evidenced by his body transforma- 

Maden tion during his senior year. Vanderbilt got a steal here. 

[om | Donovan Sheffield : et 

wn Another local product from Ensworth in Nashville, Sheffield has Vanderbilt needs running backs in the worst way after missing on targets the last two 

cm excellent feet and ball skills and gives the Commodores a bit of recruiting cycles. Look for the Commodores to aggressively pursue difference-makers 

Lid athleticism in the secondary right away. The 5-11, 170-pounder at that position this cycle. Outside of that one glaring need, Vanderbilt needs more offen- 

= needs to get stronger, but has the talent to see the field in year sive tackles, There are numbers on the offensive line, but true, lengthy tackle types are 
one. at a premium and the Commodores need a couple to balance things out this cycle. 

oa — By JC Shurburtt 

= 247Sports 

Ledend 

—— 

~ 


14 1 


66600 6000 600 oOo SEC: 14 


Pos. HL Wh Stars Hometown School Pos. HL WIL Stars Hometown School 


Kyle Anderton T 6-4 20 O00 Gallatin Station Camp Donovan Sheffield CB 5-11 170 G©OO0 Nashville Ensworth 


Ranked as the nation’s No. 63 tight end and No. 36 prospect in Tennessee according to the 
247Sports Composite... Three-year starter at quarterback. 


Josh Crawford RBO5-11 2144 OOO Elmore, AL Edgewood Academy 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 81 running back and No. 35 prospect in Alabama according to the 
247Sports Composite... Rushed for 1,198 yards and 27 touchdowns as a senior. 


Darion DeBrossard 0G 65 320 000 Snellville, GA Shiloh 
Ranked as the nation's No. 74 offensive tackle and No. 123 prospect in Georgia according to 
the 247Sports Composite... Earned letters in basketball and track & field. 


Sam Dobbs TE 64 20 O00 Fairburn, GA Landmark Christian School 
Ranked as the nation’s No, 29 tight end and No. 83 prospect in Georgia according to the 
247Sports Composite... Had 65 receptions for 811 yards and five touchdowns as a junior, 


Jaire George ATH «=6-2 22 OO Hyattsville, MD DeMatha Catholic 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 188 athlete and No. 50 prospect in Maryland according to the 
247Sports Composite...Son of former Ohio State Heisman winner and Tennessee Titans 
running back Eddie George. 


Jordan Griffin 1B 60 27 OO0 Seffner, FL Armwood 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 30 inside linebacker and No. 102 prospect in Florida according to 
the 247Sports Composite...Had 139 tackles and nine sacks as a senior.. Originally commit- 
ted to Wisconsin. 


Jay Hockatay 
Ranked as the nation's No. 70 inside linebacker and No. 40 prospect in Tennessee according 
to the 247Sports Composite. . Originally committed to Colorado. 


1B 63 215 Ooo Nashville CPA. 


Nehemiah Mitchell SDE 65 25 O00 San Francisco, CA City College of San Francisca 
Enrolled in January... Ranked as the nation's No. 71 junior college prospect according to the 
247Sports Composite... Earned All-NCJC and All-Conference honors. 

Dare Odeyingho 18 6&1 23 O00 Irving, TX Cistercian Prep 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 29 inside linebacker and No. 102 prospect in Texas according to 
the 247Sports Composite... Rushed for 1,178 yards and seven touchdowns as a senior. 
Caleb Peart SDE 60 20 O00 Chandler, AZ Hamilton 
Ranked as the nation's No. 32 strongside defensive end and No. 7 prospect in Arizona 
according to the 247Sports Composite... Three-time All-State and All-Region selection. 

Ean Ptelfer OT 65 25 GOO Bentonville, AR Bentonville 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 124 offensive tackle and No. 14 prospect in Arkansas according 
to the 247Sports Composite...Named first team 7A All-State and All-Region as senior. 

Jared Pinkney WR 65 224 000 Norcross, GA Norcross 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 165 wide receiver and No. 151 prospect in Georgia according to 
the 247Sports Composite... Caught 32 passes for 480 yards and three touchdowns as 
a senior. 

Andrew Rector S$ 61 19 O00 Nashville Father Ryan 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 87 safety and No. 29 prospect in Tennessee according to the 
247Sports Composite. ..Originally committed to Wake Forest. 
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Ranked as the nation's No. 297 prospect overall, No. 28 cornerback and No. 10 prospect in 
Tennessee according to the 247Sports Composite...Had 32.5 tackles, six interceptions and 
three pass breakups as a senior. 


Kyle Shurmur 0B 64 215 OOO Glenside, PA La Salle College 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 301 prospect overall, No, 14 pro-style quarterback and No. 8 
prospect in Pennsylvania according to the 247Sports Composite. ..Son of Philadelphia Eagles 
offensive coordinator Pat Shurmur. 


dustin Skule OT 66 200 O00 Clifton, VA Centreville 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 106 offensive tackle and No. 31 prospect in Virginia according to 
the 247Sports Composite... First team AAA All-State. 


Josh Smith 1B 6-3 230 GOO Murtreesboro Oakland 
U.S. Army All-American... Ranked as the nation's No. 142 prospect overall, No. 3 inside 
linebacker and No. 5 prospect in Tennessee according to the 247Sports Composite...Had 
128 tackles, 25 tackles for loss, nine sacks and an interception as a senior. 


Jared Southers OT 65 25 O00 West Orange, NJ Seton Hall Prep School 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 150 offensive tackle and No, 31 prospect in New Jersey accord- 
ing to the 247Sports Composite... Named second team All-State and first team All-Private 
School. 
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Senior TE Confident in Abilities 


teven Scheu might not be the most 

popular tight end in the SEC, but the 

senior may be the league’s best at the 
position. 

The 6-5, 245-pound Indiana native 
busted onto the scene with 39 receptions 
for 525 yards and four touchdowns in 
2014. Scheu was about as dependable as 
they come as his drops were staggeringly 
low and his flair for the dramatic on circus 
catches made him a tough matchup for op- 
posing defenses. He earned second-team 
All-SEC honors from the Associated Press, 
one of the few bright spots of the season for 
the Commodore offense. 

“| think the biggest thing for me was 
just the mental side of things,” Scheu 
said. 

“When | first got here as a freshman, 
| was kind of shell-shocked coming from 
high school where | was kind of the guy 
and everyone knew who | was, to then 
coming to college and seeing that every- 
body is good. It kind of took me a while 
to realize | probably wasn’t as good as 
| thought | was, but once | got that under 
control, | saw that | could compete with 
these guys. 

“Once that happened, | realized that 
| might be better than most of these guys. 
So now | have the confidence to make 
whatever plays that need to be made.” 

Scheu pushed his development even fur- 
ther this spring, showing more explosive- 
ness and lower body strength during scrim- 
mages and more consistency as a blocker 
during drills. One of the more unheralded 
prospects in James Franklin's 2011 signing 
class, Scheu is rising up NFL draft boards. 
The arrival of offensive coordinator Andy 
Ludwig should help him. 

“He said that he’s used a different of- 
fense in every place he’s been; he fits his 
schemes to the personnel he has and what 
they do best, and that’s exactly what he’s 
done here,” Scheu said. “That’s why | know 
this offense is going to be really successful 
this year. 
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it happen.” 


: JE STEVEN SCHEU 

? The top offensive threat 

? on the team and one of 

: the most consistent 

: tight ends in the SEC. 

? ... Led SEC tight ends in 

? receptions (39) last fall 

: and was second in the league 
: in yardage (525). ... Posted 20 receptions for 

: 256 yards and three touchdowns in 

: Vanderbilt's final five games. ... Comes into his 
: final year as the Commodores active leader in 
: career receptions (56) and yardage (693). ... 
Has started 26 games at tight end. 


: LB JOSH SMITH 

“We're all working as hard as we can : 
with the strength staff, trying to make sure : 
we're in the best physical condition going : 
into camp. We're still trying to develop an : 
identity as an offense and | think once we : 
do that, and figure out who we want to be, : 
sky is the limit for the season. Everybody ! 
senses that this season could be special, : 
but also knows we have to keep working : 
and be willing to put in more work to make : 

: ... Brother of current nickel Emmanuel Smith. 

:  ... Capable of playing inside or outside line- 
|} backer. 


_ BEST AND BRIGHTEST 


: LB STEPHEN WEATHERLY 

; Very capable pass rusher is 
? starting to become a 

: complete player at line- 
? backer. ... Started nine 
? games in 2014, posting 
? career-highs in tackles 
? (55), solo stops (30), sacks 
: (4.5) and tackles for loss (12.5). ... His tackles 
? for loss were the second most for a 

: Commodore defender since 1998. ... He had 

: 10.5 of those tackles for loss in the final five 

: games. ... Played 12 games at defensive end 
earlier in his career. 


mp AE ATS f ite 


Highest-rated recruit in 
Vanderbilt history, rank- 
ing 99th overall accord- 
ing to 247sports.com. 
... U.S. Army All- 
American. ... Committed 
to Vanderbilt during the 
NIKE Opening event last summer. 

... Registered 128 tackles with 25 tackles for 
loss and nine sacks during his senior year. 
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SEC YEAR IN REVIEW 


THE RACE 

The state of Mississippi had its most glorious moment ever in the SEC sun, ALL-SEC TEAM as selected by the league coaches 
both teams heading into late October unbeaten, Mississippi State ranked No. 1, 
Ole Miss at No. 3. OFFENSE - First Team OFFENSE - Second Team 


The Rebels then coughed up a four-turnover hairball in a 10-7 loss at LSU, and 


a week later, they were the heartbreak kids of college football. They fell again, 2 cas Ene \ | Mibsiesbol SESE SER EES sa 
35-31 to Auburn, and lost arguably their best player — receiver Laquon Treadwell BB ‘Wek Chak Georgia} RB JoshRobinson Mississippl State 
— to a gruesome late-game leg injury when he dropped the ball short of the goal RB CameronArtis-Payne © Aubum| RB TW. Yeldon Alabama 
ye he *e (ids being aim dly bre i to oe be IRE WR Amari Cooper Alabama | WR Bud Sasser Missouri 
e Bulldogs, meanwhile, marched on, reaching 9-0, before a Nov. 15 game at ; 
Alabama. MSU outgained the Tide, 428-335, but was undone by three Ane: WB; Fhatoh Cooper, South Caralina)| (WR) Sanne Geatas Aubin 
tions, two in the end zone, as Alabama won 25-20. That left each team with one TE Evan Engram Ole Miss} TE Hunter Henry Arkansas 
conference loss, the tiebreaker going to Bama. C Reese Dismukes Aubun| C Max Garcia Florida 

Alabama didn’t need it, winning the West outright when Mississippi State lost DL Cedric Ogbuehi Texas ASM | OL  Laremy Tunsil Ole Miss 
to its state rival in the Egg Bowl. 

In the East, following a terrible 34-0 home loss to Georgia in early October, OL — La’e} Collins LSU} OL BenBeckwith Mississippi State 
Missouri turned the corner to a stunning rest of the season, sweeping its remain- OL Arie Kouandjio Alabama | OL Vadal Alexander LSU 
ing six SEC games to capture its second consecutive division championship. OL AJ.Cann South Carolina | OL Mitch Morse Missouri 

The division-clinching win came on the final day of the regular season, with ‘ 
the Tigers surviving a bruising game to beat visiting Arkansas, 21-14. Ae SS SEY pions) LAP. Phares | | SRA 

PK Austin MacGinnis Kentucky | PK Elliott Fry South Carolina 


THE CHAMPION 
Alabama finished the regular season 11-1, dismissed Missouri in the SEC DEFENSE Firat Team 


DEFENSE - Second Team 
Championship Game, 42-13, and would have played in the national title game... aca 


had it been 2013. DL Shane Ray Missouri} DL Myles Garrett Texas A&M 
But this was 2014, and the top-ranked Tide first had to play a semifinal game DL PrestonSmith MississippiState| DL Trey Flowers Arkansas 
in & oes College Football Playoff. That didn’t end well. Alabama fell 42-35 DL Dante Flower Florida | DL Derek Bamett menieenee 
- The Tide's season will be remembered for the brilliance of receiver Amari UE) FENN call Mas Mae sachinane — 
Cooper, the surprisingly efficient hand of senior quarterback Blake Sims and LB  BenardickMcKinney Mississippi State | LB  Amario Herrera Georgia 
the play-calling of first-year coordinator Lane Kiffin, who convinced coach Nick LB Martrell Spaight Arkansas | LB  Ramik Wilson Georgia 
Saban to loosen the grip on the offense. LB Trey Deptiest psoas Silke aderdach Flotiaa 
THE STARS DB Landon Collins Alabama | DB Jonathan Jones Auburn 
Offensive Player of the Year: Amari Cooper, WR, Alabama DB Senquez Golson Ole Miss} DB Braylon Webb Missouri 
There was no better receiver in college football in 2014, and no better receiver DB Vernon Hargreaves Florida | DB Damian Swann Georgia 


in Crimson Tide history. Cooper's 124 receptions were 46 more than any other 


player ever at Alabama (Julio Jones’ 78 are next, from 2010), and his 1,727 yards DET Cady 2a okie | ee uiney ie 
were nearly 600 more yards than anybody else. He also snared 16 TD catches — PSK Scott Alabama | P Jamie Keehn LSU 
five more than his own school record. RS Marcus Murphy Missouri] RS Quan Bray Auburn 


Defensive Player of the Year: Shane Ray, DE, Missouri 
Ray emerged from the shadows of departed Missouri ends Michael Sam and 

Kony Ealy, and exceeded their individual production, recording a school-record 

14.5 sacks. His 22.5 tackles for loss were the third-best total nationally. THE STANDINGS 
Coach of the Year: Gary Pinkel, Missouri — 


When the Tigers joined the SEC in 2012, most people thought they would be EASTERN 
in over their heads for at least a while ... but Pinkel has led them to remarkable 


< > : ‘ . ‘ Team W-L PCT. PF PA W-L PCT PF PA 

success. Missouri’s 2014 East title was its second in a row, and it has done so 
without being the preseason favorite either time. Missouri 7-1 875 191 153 1-3 .786 389 295 
Georgia 6-2 .750 310 195 10-3 .769 537 269 
THE POSTSEASON ~ Florida 4-4 500 199 2068 7-5 583 363 253 
SEC teams filled a dozen slots in postseason games. They won seven of them, Tanieoses 3-5 375 204 217 7-6 538 376 315 


which isn’t bad. Problem is, the wins didn’t include four top teams in presti- 


gious bowls. And now in the past two years, the league has lost its three most South Carolina §=3-5 375 272 294 7-6 538 424 395 


prominent games — while giving up 121 points. Alabama’s successive Sugar Bowl Kentucky 2-6 .250 183 300 5-7 .417 350 375 
losses by a combined 87-66 to teams they used to own — Oklahoma and Ohio Vanderbilt O-8 000 102 283 3-9 250 206 399 
State — suggests the rest of the country is finally catching up to the SEC’s elite. 
Allstate S Bowl Ohio S 42, Alab 35 bedi 
state Sugar Bow! io State 42, ama E 2 
Capital One Orange Bowl _— Georgia Tech 49, Mississippi State 34 — WL PCr. PF FA WL POT PF OPA 
Chick-fil-A Peach Bowl TCU 42, Ole Miss 3 Alabama 7-1 875 266 154 12-2 857 517 258 
Outback Bowl Wisconsin 34, Auburn 31 (OT) i tate 6-2 7 18 407 0 2 
citcus Bow! Missouri 33, Minnesota 17 Mississippi S 6-2 .750 270 180 10-3 .769 480 282 
Belk Bowl Georgia 37, Louisville 14 Ole Miss 5-3 625 202 135 9-4 692 368 208 
Music eked Notre Dame 31, LSU 28 Auburn 4-4 500 275 262 8-5 615 461 347 
AutoZone Liberty Bowl Texas A&M 45, West Virginia 37 
Independence Bowl South Carolina 24, Miami 21 10 4-4 500 153 166 85 615 S58 228 
AdvoCare Texas Bowl Arkansas 31, Texas 7 Texas A&M 3-5° 375 223 293 8-5 .615 458 365 
Birmingham Bowl Florida 28, East Carolina 20 aeaneae 26 250 165 177 7-6 538 415 250 
TaxSlayer Bowl Tennessee 45, lowa 28 


Cn eee See —— 
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PICKING THE C-USA 


Time is Right for Western Kentucky to Rise to Top 


ago, Western 
Kentucky was coming off a two- 
win season that followed a winless 
campaign in 2009. 

In 2015, the Hilltoppers are poised to 
capture their first conference champion- 
ship since becoming a full-fledged FBS 
program for the 2009 season. 

How quickly things can change, at 
least sometimes. 

With the league’s top returning quar- 
terback Brandon Doughty among 16 
starters returning after being granted 
a sixth season of eligibility for medical 
reasons, the Hilltoppers look to unseat 
Marshall in the East Division after fin- 
ishing the 2014 campaign on a five-game 
winning streak. 

That big finish featured a 67-66 upset 
of Conference USA champion Marshall 
in the last game of the regular season 
and the school’s first postseason victory 
since the 2003 Division I-AA playoffs, 
a 49-48 thriller over Central Michigan in 


ust five years 


C-USA EAST Good news 


1. West Kentucky 


return in 2015. 


2. Marshall at running back and receiver. 


3. Middle Tenn. of the offense. 


4. FIU 


5, Old Dominion , . 
game has big-play potential. 


6. FAU ing players in the conference. 


7. Charlotte 
some plays. 


C-USA WEST 


Both QB Brandon Doughty and RB Leon Allen 
Big-play guys return for the Thundering Herd 
Among the 16 returning starters is the heart 
The Panthers have some offensive weapons 
to go with an aggressive defense. 

Led by sophomore Ray Lawry, the running 


QB Jaquez Johnson is one of the more excit- 


The 49ers have the tools on offense to make 


the Bahamas Bowl on Christmas Eve. 

The Hilltoppers do have some issues 
they have to deal with on defense after 
yielding nearly 510 yards per game last 
year, including 708 to Marshall and 607 to 
Central Michigan. But it’s not as though 
they are the only team in C-USA with such 
concerns, and few have the firepower to 
overcome them like the Hilltoppers. 

One that will come close, however, is 
Marshall. The Thundering Herd lose quar- 
terback Rakeem Cato, but has big-play 
threats in running backs Devon Johnson, 
Steward Butler and Remi Watson, and 
receivers Angelo Jean-Louis, Deon-Tay 
McManus and Davonte Allen. 

Marshall plays division foes Western 
Kentucky and Middle Tennessee on the 
road. Western Kentucky not only has 
Marshall at home, but also gets defend- 
ing West champion Louisiana Tech in 
Bowling Green, as well. 

Speaking of Louisiana Tech, the 
Bulldogs will have Florida transfer Jeff 


CONFERENCE PICKS 


Bad news 
The defense may give up as much as the 
offense is able to gain. 


QB Rakeem Cato is gone, and the defense may 
be a liability. 


The same crew responsible for last year's 
turnover problems is back. 


The receiving corps is young and inexperi- 
enced, and QBs are even younger. 


QB Taylor Heinke is gone, and the defense will 
have trouble stopping people. 


The Owls must find a way to keep people 
from running over them. 


Most of the same defensive players who had 
trouble stopping FCS offenses are returning. 


1. Louisiana Tech 


2. Rice 


3. UTEP 


4. North Texas 


5. Southern Miss. 


6. UTSA 


The Bulldogs have a top-flight receiver in 
Trent Taylor and runner in Kenneth Dixon. 


Driphus Jackson returns to run an offense 
that also welcomes back its top rushers. 


The Miners return 1,000-yard rusher Aaron 


Jones and defensive star Roy Robertson-Harris. 


Incumbent Andrew McNulty seems to have 
Settled the situation at quarterback. 


TCU transfer Tyler Mathews and returning starter 
Nick Mullens have sparked the passing game. 


RB Jarveon Williams is a triple threat guy in 
rushing, receiving and returning. 


Transfer QB Jeff Driskel sounds good, but he 
was a disappointment at Florida. 


The receiving corps takes a hit, and the 
defense has many holes to fill. 


Wide receiver and the secondary are mysteries 
going into the fall. 


There are four new starters on the offensive 
line, and the secondary is green. 


The Eagles took a big hit in personnel losses 
on defense, particularly up front. 


UTSA has to find a quarterback and fill numer- 
ous holes on both sides of the ball. 


Driskel at quarterback to direct an attack 
that features a returning 1,000-yard rush- 
er in Kenneth Dixon and an 800-plus- 
yard receiver in Trent Taylor. 

The Bulldogs are looking at a rebuild- 
ing project on their front seven defen- 
sively, but return an outstanding sec- 
ondary that has three players who will 
contend for all-conference honors. 

The good-offense-questionable-defense 
scenario has the Bulldogs stewing in the 
same pot as their top challenger in the 
West, Rice. The Owls get a schedule break 
by playing their two toughest league games 
— Western Kentucky and Louisiana Tech 
— at home, but that may not be enough to 
overcome the defensive concerns. 

The two teams with the best shot at 
unseating one of the top four are Middle 
Tennessee in the East and UTEP in the 
West. The Blue Raiders return 16 starters, 
and the Miners have a solid run game to fuel 
their quest to post back-to-back winning 
seasons for the first time since 2004-05. 

— Paul Borden 


Our call 
The Hilltoppers will carry on the momentum they got 
moving last November. 


if they find a quarterback, the Herd won't surrender 
without a fight. 


The Blue Raiders will challenge in the division and get 
back to a bowl. 


Even if the offense comes through, the Panthers 
remain a notch behind the contenders. 


The Monarchs will be fun to watch, and a break-even 
season looks in the works. 


An improved run defense could move the Owls up in 
the division. 


Two wins could be within reach, though not in confer- 
ence play. 


If Driskel can't do the job, 2014 backup and 2013 
starter Ryan Higgins may be ready. 


Getting Louisiana Tech at home could make the differ- 
ence for the Owls. 


A winning record is within reach if answers are found 
in the passing game. 


The Mean Green will bounce back from the 4-8 cam- 
paign of 2014, but not by much. 


The Eagles are clawing their way back to respectability, 
but .500 may still be unrealistic. 


The Roadrunners missed their opportunity in 2014 and 
now face a long climb back. 


——————— ee 
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Lindy’s 2015 
ALL-C-USA TEAM 


QB Brandon Doughty Sr. Western Kentucky 


RB Devon Johnson Sr. Marshall 
5 RB Leon Allen Sr. Western Kentucky 
WR Jared Dangerfield Sr. Western Kentucky 
=) =6WR Trent Taylor Jr. Louisiana Tech 
ETE Jonnu Smith Jr. FIU 
=] C Cameron Tom Jr. Southern Miss. 
Fey OL Clint Van Horn _ Sr. Marshall 
2 OL Darius Johnson Sr, Middle Tennessee 
Se OL Andrew Reue Sr. Rice 
= OL Tyler Fisher Jr. Old Dominion 

AP Aaron Jones Jr. UTEP 

K Trevor Moore So. North Texas 

DL Denzell Perine Sr. FIU 
=4 DL Michael Wakefield Sr. FIU 
a DL Vernon Butler Sr. Louisiana Tech 
= DL Chad Polk Sr. North Texas 
te LB T.T. Barber Sr. Middle Tennessee 
a LB Nick Holt Sr. Western Kentucky 
x LB TJ Ricks Jr. Old Dominion 
Cy DB Richard Leonard — Sr. FIU 
i DB Kevin Byard Sr. Middle Tennessee 
=i DB Xavier Woods Jr. Louisiana Tech 
os DB Wonderful Terry Sr. Western Kentucky 

P Dalton Schomp Jr. FAU 

QB Jaquez Johnson = Sr. FAU 
Ss RB Ray Lawry So. Old Dominion 
a RB Kenneth Dixon — Sr. Louisiana Tech 
a) WR Carlos Harris Sr. North Texas 
=] WR Zach Pascal Jr. _—_Old Dominion 
i TE Tyler Higbee Sr. Western Kentucky 
iC Kaydon Kirby dr. 
Wy §6OL Jordan Budwig Jr. 
a OL Forrest Lamp Jr. Western Kentucky 
a OL Reggie Bain So 
fe OL Tyler Fisher Jt. 
i) AP Jarveon Williams — Jr. 

K — Jay Mattox Jr. 

DL Vontarrius Dora — Sr 
FI DL Trevon Coley Sr. FAU 
Hz] DL_ Roy Robertson-Harris_Sr. UTEP 
‘= LB DavisonColimon Sr. FIU 
4 LB DJ. Hunter Sr. Marshall 
Px LB Alex Lyons Jr. Rice 
Ma) DB Adairius Barnes Sr. _ Louisiana Tech 
i DB Cre’von LeBlanc Sr. FAU 
A, DB Corey Tindall ts Marshall 
fa DB Kentrell Brice Sr. Louisiana Tech 
a P_ Eric Keena Jr. North Texas 
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THE BIG ONES 


Sept.5 Mississippi State at-Southern Mississippi 


Sept. 6 Purdue at Marshall 


Sept. 10 Louisiana Tech at Western Kentucky 
Sept. 19 Louisiana Tech at Kansas State 
Sept. 19 Rice at North Texas 
Sept. 26 Middle Tennessee at Illinois 
Oct. 3 Western Kentucky at Rice 
Oct.10 Middle Tennessee at Western Kentucky 
Oct. 24 Middle Tennessee at Louisiana Tech 
Oct. 30 Louisiana Tech at Rice 
Oct. 31 Florida International at Florida Atlantic 
Nov. 6 Rice at UTEP 
Nov. 7 Marshall at Middle Tennessee 
Nov. 21 Louisiana Tech at UTEP 
Nov. 27 Marshall at Western Kentucky 


*Only draft-eligible players included. 


Most Valuable 
Player 


Offensive Player 
of the Year 


Devon Johnson 
RB, Marshall 


Brandon Doughty, 
QB, Western Kentucky 


Most Accurate Passer 
Strongest Arm 

Best Scrambler 

Coolest in Clutch 
Toughest to Bring Down 
Best Hands 

Most Dangerous Deep Threat 
Best Pass Blocker 

Best Pass Rusher 

Best Cover Corner 
Special Teams Demon 


HONOR ROLL 


BOWL CONNECTIONS 


Gildan New Mexico 
C-USA team vs. Mountain West 


Miami Beach 
C-USA team vs. AAC 


Popeyes Bahamas 
C-USA team vs. MAC 


R&L Carriers New Orleans 


C-USA team vs. MAC 


St. Petersburg 
C-USA team vs. AAC 


Zaxby’s Heart of Dallas 
C-USA team vs. Big Ten 


Secondary: 


Independence Bow! 


Defensive Player 
of the Year 


Kevin Byard, 
DB, Middle Tennessee 


C-USA team vs. ACC/SEC 


1. Kenneth Dixon RB Sr. Louisiana Tech Threat as a receiver as well as runner. 
ay 2. Devon Johnson RB Sr. Marshall Former tight end now a prospect at fullback. 
a 3. Kevin Byard DB Sr. Middle Tennessee Collects interceptions in bunches. 
Ss 4.Brandon Doughty QB Sr. Western Kentucky — Extra year should boost draft stock. 
sel) 5. Jonnu Smith TE Jr. Florida International Led TEs in receptions, receiving yards in 2014. 
ed 6. Leon Allen RB Sr. Western Kentucky Considered entering 2015 draft. 
a 7. Clint Van Horn OL Jr. Marshall Key figure on a very good offense. 
=} 8.Darius Johnson OL Sr. Middle Tennessee Can play tackle or guard. 
ei 
x 9. Richard Leonard DB Sr. Florida international Talent makes up for lack of size. 
py 10. T.T. Barber LB Sr. Middle Tennessee = Has added weight, strength in off season. 


Newcomer 
of the Year 


Jeff Driskel, 
QB, Louisiana Tech 


Brandon Doughty Western Kentucky 
Jeff Driskel Louisiana Tech 
Jaquez Johnson Florida Atlantic 
Brandon Doughty Western Kentucky 
Leon Allen Western Kentucky 
Jared Dangerfield Western Kentucky 
Angelo Jean-Louis Marshall 
Clint Van Horn Marshall 


Mike Wakefield 
Richard Leonard 
Carlos Henderson 


Florida International 
Florida International 


Louisiana Tech 
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C-USA rank: 9 Record: 3-9 


OWLS at a GLANCE 


LOCATION: Boca Raton, Fla. 

COACH: Charlie Partridge — At FAU and overall: 3-9, 1 year 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Brian Wright 

DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Roc Bellantoni 


LAST LEAGUE TITLE: 2007 


LAST BOWL: 2008, Motor City 
RETURNING STARTERS; 13; 6 offense, 5 defense, kicker, 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: 08 Jaquez Johnson, RB Jay Warren, 


WR Jenson Stoshak, WR Kalib Woods, DE Trey Hendrickson, 
DT Trevon Coley, CB Cre'von LeBlanc 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The experience at quarterback, 
tunning back and on the offensive line will give the Owls 

a chance to improve on last year’s three-win total, The 
defense looks solid enough up front with sack leaders Trey 
Hendrickson and Trevon Coley returning, 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS; Running backs Jay Warren and 
Greg Howell must stay healthy. Wide receiver is a largely 
unproven position with a lack of experienced depth. There 
are big holes to be filled at linebacker; the secondary, while 
it has potential, must grow up fast. 


OFFENSE 


Florida Atlantic looks to make a big jump offensive- 
ly after finishing in the bottom half of the conference 
in scoring (10th) and total offense (ninth) in 2014. 

Senior Jaquez Johnson enters his third season as 
the starting quarterback after rushing for 513 yards — 
No. 2 on the team — and passing for more than 201 
yards a game last year. 

Running back is set with the return of leading 
rusher Jay Warren (571 yards) and sophomore Greg 
Howell, who worked his way into the rotation late last 
year and finished with 253 yards rushing in just three 
games. 

A big plus is that they will run behind a line that 
returns four starters — senior Mikingson Marsaille, 
junior Dillon DeBoer, and sophomores Reggie Bain 
and Joe Gold. 

The negative is that wide receiver is a largely un- 
proven area with only one starter returning — senior 
Jenson Stoshak (37 receptions, 508 yards, two touch- 
downs). Sophomore Kalib Woods, however, flashed 
some potential with 16 catches in seven games (five 
starts), but senior Derek Moise was the only other re- 
ceiver in double figures in receptions last year with 10. 


DEFENSE 


The Owls return nearly as many starters on defense 
(five) as they do on offense, but the unit has more con- 
cerns. 

Three of the returning starters are up front with 
defensive ends Robinson Eugene and Trey Hendrick- 
son and tackle Trevon Coley. Hendrickson has been 
a feast-or-famine kind of guy, but he led the team in 
sacks with five in 2014. Coley was right behind with 
four among his 53 tackles. 

The loss of Andrae Kirk (103 tackles, 10.5 for losses) 
leaves a huge void at linebacker. Junior Robert Relf 
(65 tackles in 11 starts) returns, and Nate Ozdemir, 
who played in 10 games as a redshirt freshman last 
year, is a promising player. 

The secondary also had key losses in safeties 
Damian Parms and Christian Milstead and corner- 
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C-USA record: 2-6 (7th, East) 


JSA TODAY § 


“Our O-line is much better and our 
D-line continues to improve.” 
— Coach Charlie Partridge 


back D’Joun Smith, but senior Cre’von LeBlanc (two 
interceptions) returns at one of the corners, and senior 
Sharrod Neasman (two picks) takes one of the safety 
spots after serving as last year’s starting nickel back. 

Junior safety Lester Thomas finished the spring on 
a high note, and sophomore Raekwon Williams fig- 
ures to man the other corner. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Junior Greg Joseph was 14 of 20 on field-goal at- 
tempts in his first season, but his longest make was 
from 43 yards. He missed tries from 45 and 47 yards. 
Junior punter Dalton Schomp will compete again for 
all-conference honors after earning second-team rec- 
ognition with his 45.4-yard average. 


OVERVIEW 
If they find the answers at wide receiver, the Owls 
should step up on offense, but the issues on defense 
could hold them back. Despite a home game against 
Miami the second week, the early schedule is friend- 
lier than last year when they opened at Nebraska and 
Alabama and were outscored 96-7. 
— Paul Borden 


TOP NEWCOMER 


RT Kelly Parfitt: He sat out last season after 
transferring from UCF. Parfitt (6-6, 313) is a hometown 
product out of Boca Raton's American Heritage High and 
was a key member of the 2011 Florida Class 3A cham- 
pions. He came out of spring No. 1 on the depth chart. 


FLORIDA ATLANTIC | OWLS 


Stadium: FAU Stadium (29,419) 


2015 PROJECTED STARTERS 


OFFENSE 

QB 32 | Jaquez Johnson® 6-1 225 Sr. 
RB 25 | Jay Warren 6-0 205 Jr. 
WR 88 | Jenson Stoshak’ 6-1 195 Sr. 
WR 83 | Tony Thomas 5-10 190 Jr. 
WR 81 | Kalib Woods 6-3 193 So. 
TE 80 | Nate Terry 6-6 210 So. 
LT 58 | Reggie Bain® 6-4 295 So. 
LG 73 | Mikingson Marsaille*® 6-6 320 Sr. 
C §1 | Joe Gold* 6-3 270 So. 
RG 66 | Dillon DeBoer* 6-6 285 Jr. 
RT 76 | Kelly Parfitt 6-6 313 Jr. 
DEFENSE 

DE 59 | Robinson Eugene® 6-5 266 Sr. 
DT 11 | Trevon Coley” 6-2 300 Sr. 
DT 54 | Ray Ellis 6-1 260 So. 
DE 9 | Trey Hendrickson*® 6-4 250 Jr. 
LB 34 | Freedom Whitfield 6-2 200 Sr. 
LB 50 | Nate Ozdemir 6-2 230 So. 
LB 43 | Robert Relf* 6-3 220 Jr. 
CB 23 | Raekwon Williams 5-11 180 So. 
CB 7 | Cre'von LeBlanc’ 5-10 195 Sr. 
SS 29 | Sharrod Neasman 6-0 198 Sr. 
FS 24 | Lester Thomas 5-10 165 Jr. 
SPECIAL TEAMS 

K 17 | Greg Joseph* 6-1 210 Jr. 
P 67 | Dalton Schomp* 6-1 220 Jr. 
*Returning starters in Bold 


2015 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 5 at Tulsa 
Sept. 11 MIAMI 
Sept. 19 BUFFALO 
Sept. 26 at Charlotte 
Oct. 10 RICE 
Oct. 17 MARSHALL 
Oct. 24 at UTEP 
Oct. 31 FIU 
Nov. 7 at Western Kentucky 
Nov. 14 MIDDLE TENNESSEE 
Nov. 21 at Florida 
Nov. 28 at Old Dominion 


2014 RESULTS 


L at Nebraska 7-55 
L at Alabama 0-41 
Ww TULSA 50-21 
L at Wyoming 19-20 
Ww UTSA 41-37 
L at FIU 10-38 
W WESTERN KENTUCKY 45-38 
L at Marshall 16-35 
L UAB 28-31 
L at North Texas 10-31 
L at Middle Tennessee 34-35 
L OLD DOMINION 28-31 


2014 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PER GAME RANK 
Scoring 24.0 94 
Rushing 163.6 60 
Passing 199.5 30 
Total 363.1 101 
DEFENSE PER GAME RANK 
Scoring 34.4 108 
Rushing 222.1 112 
Passing 238.7 84 
Total 460.8 110 
TO MARGIN PERGAME RANK 
-3 -0.3 T-85 
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C-USA rank: 7 


GOLDEN PANTHERS at a GLANCE 


LOCATION: Miami, Fla. 

COACH: Ron Turner — At FIU: 5-19, 2 years; 
overall; 47-80, 11 years 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Steve Shankweiler 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Matt House 


LAST LEAGUE TITLE: 2010, Sun Belt co-champs 
LAST BOWL: 2010, Little Caesars 
RETURNING STARTERS: 15; 5 offense, 8 defense, kicker, 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: QB Alex McGough, RB Anthon Samuel, 
TE Jonnu Smith, TE Akil Dan-Fodio, LB Treyvon Williams, 
LB Davison Colimon, LB Anthony Wint, CB Richard Leonard 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The Panthers have depth at running 
back, a young but experienced quarterback, and an all-con- 
ference candidate at tight end in Smith. There's also depth 
at tight end, and the offensive line looks solid. The defense, 
particularly at linebacker, should improve. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The big question on offense is at 
wide receiver. No starters return, and newcomers will have 
to produce. Only one returnee had more than 10 catches last 
year (Dennis Turner, 11 for 89 yards). The defense has a ten- 
dency to give up big plays, and two of the three new starters 
on the unit are safeties. 


OFFENSE 

Florida International struggled mightily on offense 
in the first half of the 2014 season, particularly when it 
came to running the ball. 

The Panthers rushed for only 43 yards in the opener, 
a second straight loss to FCS foe Bethune-Cookman, 
and got into triple digits only once in their first four 
games (148 yards vs. FCS foe Wagner). But by the see- 
ond half of the year, the Panthers were posting respect- 
able numbers (256 vs. Old Dominion, 185 vs. Florida 
Atlantic, and 177 vs. C-USC champion Marshall). 

Running back Anthon Samuel was largely respon- 
sible for that surge, rushing for 404 of his total of 582 
yards over the last five games. He returns for his se- 
nior season along with sophomore Alex Gardner, who 
rushed for 582 yards in starting seven of the eight 
games he was healthy. Sophomore Napoleon Maxwell 
is another option. 

FIU appears set at quarterback with Alex McGough, 
who started 11 games as a true freshman in 2014. He 
had some rough moments along with some good ones 
(17 of 24, 231 yards in a win over Middle Tennessee). 
He re-established his spot in the spring. 

FIU has three good tight ends in Jonnu Smith, 
Ya’keem Griner and Akil Dan-Fodio, Smith had 61 re- 
ceptions for 710 yards to lead the team. 


DEFENSE 

FIU takes an aggressive approach on defense. That 
often makes the Panthers susceptible to big plays, but 
only four opponents managed to top 400 yards in total 
offense. Unfortunately, three of those letdowns came 
in the last five games of the season and included a 525- 
yard debacle in a loss to Old Dominion. 

The Panthers return eight starters, plus end Denzell 
Perine, who had five starts. Three returning starters 
— seniors Mike Wakefield and Lars Koht and junior 
Imarjaye Albury — join Perine up front. Wakefield was 
the team’s sack leader with eight and Perine was right 
behind with 6.5. 
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FLORIDA INT’L 


Record: 4-8 


C-USA record: 3-5 (6th, East) 


ALEX MCGOUGH 


flitchell-USA TODAY $ 


“I’m excited about where we are. I think 
each year we have taken strides.” 
— Coach Ron Turner 


Sophomore linebacker Anthony Wint is back from 
a knee injury that cut short his season. He had 48 
tackles in nine games, second among returnees to 
Treyvon Williams’ 50. 

The grizzled veteran of the unit is cornerback Rich- 
ard Leonard, who comes into his senior season with 
nine career interceptions, six of them last year. He also 
is an excellent kick returner. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Junior Austin Taylor was 15 of 21 on field-goal at- 
tempts last year and is 23 of 33 in his career. Senior 
Jose Laphitzondo and junior Chris Ayers shared punt- 
ing duties last year, with Laphitzondo averaging 40.7 
yards on 59 attempts and Ayers 35.3 yards on 23. 


OVERVIEW 
After the disastrous 1-11 campaign of 2013, the Pan- 
thers demonstrated progress with four wins last year, 
and three of the losses were by a total of nine points. 
If they get good play from their receivers, they should 
be better in 2015, though getting to six wins and bowl 
eligibility would be a stretch. 
— Paul Borden 


TOP NEWCOMER 


WR Anthony Jones: The freshman, from foot- 
ball factory Miami Central High, reported early and 


showed in the spring he could contribute right away 
at a position of need. He caught 32 passes and ran for 
1,007 yards last season for Central's Class 6A state 
champions. 


GOLDEN PANTHERS 


Stadium: FIU Stadium (20,000) 


2015 PROJECTED STARTERS 


OFFENSE 
QB 12 | Alex McGough* 6-3 215 So. 
RB 42 | Anthon Samuel 5-11 200 Sr. 
WR 5 | Clinton Taylor 5-10 169 Sr. 
WR 81 | Thomas Owens 6-1 196 So. 
TE 87 | Jonnu Smith* 6-3 230 Jr. 
TE 11 | Akil Dan-Fodio 6-4 225 Sr. 
LT 78 | Dieugot Joseph* 6-6 294 Jr. 
LG 66 | Jordan Budwig® 6-4 324 Jr. 
C 70 | Aaron Nielsen® 6-4 280 Sr. 
RG 73 | Trenton Saunders 6-4 290 Jr. 
RT 75 | Edens Sineace 6-5 303 Jr. 
DEFENSE 
DE 55 | Michael Wakefield*® 6-3 254 Sr. 
DT 74 | Lars Koht* 6-5 283 Sr. 
DT 93 | Imarjaye Albury’ 6-0 277 Jr. 
DE 11 | Denzell Perine 6-3 256 Sr. 
LB 35 | Davison Colimon® 6-1 217 Sr. 
LB 52 | TreyvonWilliams® 5-11 229 Jr. 
LB 53 | Anthony Wint* 6-0 224 So. 
CB 3 | Richard Leonard 5-9 189 Sr. 
CB 7 | Jeremiah McKinnon’ 6-0 194 Sr. 
§ 18 | Jordan Davis 6-1 218 Jr. 
S 28 | Deonte Wilson 6-0 190 Jr. 
SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 43 | Austin Taylor® 5-8 170 Jr. 
P 49 | Jose Laphitzondo® 6-3 184 Sr. 
*Returning starters in Bold 
2015 SCHEDULE 
Sept. 3 at UCF 
Sept. 12 at Indiana 
Sept.19 NORTH CAROLINA CENTRAL 
Sept. 26 at Louisiana Tech 
Oct. 3 at Massachusetts 
Oct. 10 UTEP 
Oct. 17 at Middle Tennessee 
Oct. 24 OLD DOMINION 
Oct. 31 at FAU 
Nov. 7 CHARLOTTE 
Nov. 14 at Marshall 
Nov. 21 WESTERN KENTUCKY 
2014 RESULTS 
L BETHUNE-COOKMAN 12-14 
Ww WAGNER 34-3 
L PITTSBURGH 25-42 
L LOUISVILLE 3-34 
w at UAB 34-20 
Ww FAU 38-10 
L at UTSA 13-16 
L MARSHALL 13-45 
L RICE 17-31 
L at Old Dominion 35-38 
Ww MIDDLE TENNESSEE 38-28 
L at North Texas 14-17 
2014 RANKINGS 
OFFENSE PER GAME RANK 
Scoring 23.0 T-98 
Rushing 125.2 104 
Passing 168.0 113 
Total 293.2 120 
DEFENSE PER GAME RANK 
Scoring 24.8 40 
Rushing 160.4 54 
Passing 203.3 29 
Total 363.8 35 
TOMARGIN PER GAME RANK 
+11 +0.9 8 
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LOUISIANA TECH | BULLDOGS 


C-USArank:3 Reco 5 


: 


BULLDOGS at a GLANCE 


LOCATION: Ruston, La. 

COACH: Skip Holtz — At Louisiana Tech: 13-13, 2 years; 
overall: 100-84, 15 years 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Tony Petersen 

DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Blake Baker 

LAST LEAGUE TITLE: 2011, WAC 

LAST TIME DIDN'T GO BOWLING: 2013 

RETURNING STARTERS: 15; 7 offense, 6 defense, kicker, 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: QB Jeff Driskel, RB Kenneth Dixon, 
WR Trent Taylor, DT Vernon Butler, DE Vontarrius Dora, 


CB Adairius Barnes, S Xavier Woods, S Kentrell Brice 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The defense returns plenty from 

a unit that had an FBS-leading 42 takeaways last year. 

In Dixon and Taylor, the Bulldogs have two of the best 
offensive playmakers in the league, and there is plenty of 
optimism that Driskel will be a big factor after transferring 
from Florida. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The kicking game isn't great and 
replicating last year’s defensive numbers, at least in terms 
of takeaways, is probably asking too much. Depth is 

a concern. The Bulldogs don’t catch any scheduling breaks 
in C-USA play, having to play league favorite Western 
Kentucky on the road early and top West Division challeng- 
ers Rice and UTEP on the road late. 


OFFENSE 

Louisiana Tech would be satisfied if it had a repeat 
winner of the league’s Newcomer of the Year award. 

Towa transfer quarterback Cody Sokol won the award 
last year in his only season in Ruston. The hopes are 
higher for Florida transfer quarterback Jeff Driskel. 

He certainly didn’t run away from 2013 starter Ryan 
Higgins in the spring, but if Driskel doesn’t win the 
starting job by opening day, it would be a shock. Who- 
ever is under center, there are weapons around him to 
make life easier. 

Running back Kenneth Dixon is a stud. In 2014, he 
had 22 rushing touchdowns and 1,299 rushing yards 
while also proving to be a threat catching the ball 
(30 receptions, 385 yards, six TDs). 

Wideouts Trent Taylor (64 receptions, 834 yards) 
and Paul Turner (42-514) are back, while sophomore 
Carlos Henderson has big-play ability (19.6 yards per 
reception) that should fit nicely with Driskel’s big arm. 

Three starters return to a line that allowed just 1.36 
sacks per game last season (21st in FBS). 


Louisiana Tech’s 42 turnovers gained (26 intercep- 
tions, 16 fumble recoveries) led the FBS a season ago, 
and the good news is three of four starters return in 
a stacked secondary. 

Safeties Xavier Woods and Kentrell Brice could 
both be All-C-USA after the duo combined last year 
for 157 tackles, eight interceptions and seven forced 
fumbles. Adairius Barnes had five interceptions at cor- 
nerback last season and Bryson Abraham, who should 
take over at the other corner, had a pair of picks last 
year, as well. 

Defensive tackle Vernon Butler developed into 
one of the top defensive tackles in the league, espe- 
cially against the run. Fellow returning starters Aaron 
Brown (tackle) and Vontarrius Dora (end) help solidi- 
fy the front line, but depth is a question and Dora will 
need some help getting to the passer to replace the 
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C-USA record: 7-1 (ist, West) 


KENNETH DIXON 


“I am more concerned about the backup 

22 than the starting 22. That, to me, is 

the biggest question mark on this team.” 
— Coach Skip Holtz 


10 sacks of departed end Houston Bates. 

Nick Thomason missed the spring due to injury but 
is probably the only safe bet to enter fall camp as a 
starter among the three linebacker positions that are 
up for grabs. He had 52 tackles (seven for loss) and 
two interceptions last year. Beau Fitte and C.J. Cleve- 
land are also seniors with experience and likely will 
join Thomason as starters. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Louisiana Tech has two kickers (Kyle Fischer and 
Jonathan Barnes) and two punters (Logan McPherson 
and Gerald Shouse). None is great. None is awful. All will 
likely play. The return game should be solid with Carlos 
Henderson (kicks) and Trent Taylor (punts) back. 


OVERVIEW 

Driskel probably doesn’t need to be great consider- 
ing the other talent at the skill positions. The bigger 
hurdle for the Bulldogs in their hopes of competing 
for a league crown will be trying to replicate last year’s 
FBS-leading 42 turnovers gained on defense. Even 
with plenty of talent there, new coordinator Blake 
Baker has his work cut out for him. 
— Geoff Grammer 


TOP NEWCOMER 


OB Jeff Driskel: Never quite lived up to the hype as 
a Gator, but the Florida transfer certainly has the tools. 
He has a strong arm and plenty of running ability to be 
a problem for C-USA defenses. 


Stadium: Joe Aillet Stadium 30,600 


2015 PROJECTED STARTERS 


QB 8 | Jeff Driskel 6-4 234 Sr. 
RB 28 | Kenneth Dixon® 5-10 212 Sr. 
WR 1 | Carlos Henderson’ 5-11 185 So. 
WR 3 | Paul Turner® 5-11 190 Sr. 
WR 5 | Trent Taylor’ 5-8 175 Jr. 
TE 44 | Josh Gaston 6-3 265 Sr. 
LT 77 | Jens Danielsen 6-4 283 Sr. 
LG 55 | David Mahaffey 6-4 310 Jr. 
C 73 | Kirby Wixson® 6-4 325 Sr. 
RG 62 | Joseph Brunson® 6-4 302 Jr. 
RT 75 | Darrell Brown’ 6-4 300 Jr. 
DEFENSE 
DE 8 | Vontarrius Dora* 6-4 253 Sr. 
DT 98 | Aaron Brown® 6-1 270 Jr. 
DT 8 | Vernon Butler® 6-3 309 Sr. 
DE 50 | Deldrick Canty 6-2 250 So. 
LB 6 | Beau Fitte 6-0 217 Sr. 
LB 24 | Nick Thomason 6-1 237 Sr. 
LB 29 | C.J. Cleveland 6-1 197 Sr. 
CB 15 | Bryson Abraham 5-9 174 Sr. 
CB 21 | Adairius Barnes’ 5-11 186 Sr. 
S 23 | Kentrell Brice* S-11 198 Sr. 
s 7 | Xavier Woods® 5-11 188 Jr. 
SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 10 | Jonathan Barnes® 5-8 168 So. 
P 43 | LoganMcPherson® 5-10 177 Jr. 
*Returning starters in Bold 

2015 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 5 SOUTHERN 
Sept. 10 at Western Kentucky 
Sept. 19 at Kansas State 
Sept. 26 FIU 
Oct. 3 LOUISIANA 
Oct. 10 at UTSA 
Oct. 17 at Mississippi State 
Oct. 24 MIDDLE TENNESSEE 
Oct. 30 at Rice 
Nov. 7 NORTH TEXAS 
Nov. 21 at UTEP 
Nov. 28 SOUTHERN MISS 


2014 RESULTS 


L at Oklahoma 16-48 
Ww at Louisiana 48-20 
Ww at North Texas 42-21 
L NORTHWESTERN STATE 27-30 
L at Auburn 17-45 
Ww UTEP 55-3 
Ww UTSA 27-20 
Ww at Southern Miss 31-20 
W WESTERN KENTUCKY 59-10 
Ww at UAB 40-24 
L at Old Dominion (OT) 27-30 
w RICE 76-31 
C-USA Championship Game 
L vs. Marshall 23-26 
Heart of Dallas Bowl 
vs. Illinois 35-18 


2014 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PER GAME RANE 
Scoring 37.4 13 
Rushing 148.6 85 
Passing 252.2 45 
Total 400.8 62 
DEFENSE PER GAME RANK 
Scoring 24.7 38 
Rushing 118.2 17 
Passing 244.3 88 
Total 362.5 34 
TO MARGIN PER GAME RANK 
+16 +114 5 
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C-USA rank: 4 


BLUE RAIDERS at a GLANCE 


LOCATION: Murfreesboro, Tenn. 
COACH: Rick Stockstill — At MTSU and overall: 57-55, 
9 years 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Buster Faulkner 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Tyrone Nix 


LAST LEAGUE TITLE: 2006, Sun Belt co-champs 
LAST BOWL: 2013, Armed Forces 

RETURNING STARTERS: 16; 7 offense, 8 defense, kicker 
PLAYERS TO WATCH: QB Austin Grammer, RB Jordan 
Parker, WR Ed Batties, LB T.T. Barber, CB Jared Singletary, 
SS Kevin Byard, FS Xavier Walker 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: There is a ton of experience on both 
sides of the ball. The offensive line is huge, with all five 
projected starters topping the 300-pound mark. Grammer 

is an accurate passer who also is a running threat. Byard is 
a standout in the secondary. Overall, the defense is a salty 
bunch with eight seniors and three juniors projected to start. 
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: With so many starters returning, 
there aren’t many holes to fill. Keeping healthy would be the 
No. 1 goal. The kicking game could be a concern. The Blue 
Raiders are looking for a new punter, and returning kicker Cody 
Clark has been inconsistent. Turnovers were an issue last year. 


OFFENSE 

Quarterback Austin Grammer returns, which over- 
all is a positive, but it’s also not without its downside. 

Grammer completed 65.4 percent of his passes last 
year as a sophomore with 17 touchdowns. He averaged 
just over 213 yards per game. He also netted 442 yards 
rushing in his first year as the full-time starter. But 
he was responsible for 17 turnovers — 12 on intercep- 
tions — and, despite his running ability, was sacked 
26 times. 

A year’s experience and the knowledge he doesn’t 
have to do everything for the Blue Raiders should help 
him eliminate those negative numbers this fall. 

Despite the loss of leading rusher Reggie Whatley 
(767 yards), the Raiders have potential for a strong 
rushing attack with Jordan Parker (nine starts, 546 
yards) and Shane Tucker (486) running behind a line 
that returns three starters, including senior Darius 
Johnson, a two-year starter at tackle who is moving 
to guard. 

Senior Ed’Marquis Batties, last year’s leading pass- 
catcher with 45 receptions for 474 yards, and junior 
Terry Pettis (15-241) are returning starters at wide re- 
ceiver. Tucker (25-351) also is a nice receiving option 
out of the backfield. 


DEFENSE 

MTSU’s defense had a tendency to wear down in 
games last season, but with eight starters and several 
others with playing time returning, that could easily 
turn around. 

Three starters — tackles Patrick McNeil and 
Shaquille Huff, and end Steven Rhodes — return up 
front and are joined by Chris Hale, who had a sack in 
10 appearances. Rhodes and Huff had two sacks each. 

Linebacker T.T. Barber, a second-team All-Confer- 
ence USA selection, led the Blue Raiders in tackles 
last year with 72 stops and came up with two intercep- 
tions. Another returning starter, Trey Wafford, was 
credited with 53 tackles. 

The leader of the defense is safety Kevin Byard. 


2015 www.lindyssports.com 
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AUSTIN GRAMMER 


Photo t se Johnson-USA TODAY Sports 


“We have to do a better job protecting 
the football.” 
— Coach Rick Stockstill 


A first-team all-conference selection, Byard had six 
interceptions last year, the most in the league, and 
tied for seventh-most in the country. He is one of 
three returning starters in the secondary, which also 
welcomes back safety Xavier Walker (67 tackles) 
and cornerback Jared Singletary (two interceptions). 
Jamarcus Howard came out of spring No. 1 at the oth- 
er corner. All are seniors. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Junior Cody Clark is back after going 9 of 15 on 
field-goal attempts, making him 21 of 31 for his career. 
His career long is only 43 yards, however, and he goes 
into 2015 having missed his past four attempts over 
the last five games. Incoming freshman Trevor Owens 
is ticketed for punting duty. 


OVERVIEW 

The Blue Raiders were bow! eligible at 6-6, but were 
passed on when it came to postseason invitations. 
Despite trips to Alabama and Illinois, the schedule is 
favorable for a move up in the bowl pecking order in 
2015, especially if the offense can hang onto the foot- 
ball. 


— Paul Borden 


TOP NEWCOMER 


LT Carlos Johnson: A redshirt freshman, Johnson 
came out of the spring as the starter on the left side of 
the line. He was credited with 75 pancake blocks and 
gave up no sacks during his senior year at Nashville's 
Pearl Cohn High School. 


Sept. 5 
Sept. 12 
Sept. 19 
Sept. 26 
Oct. 3 
Oct. 10 
Oct. 17 
Oct. 24 
Nov. 7 
Nov. 14 
Nov. 21 
Nov. 28 


OFFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


TO MARGIN 
-4 


2015 SCHEDULE 


2014 RESULTS 


QB 2 | Austin Grammer* 6-2 205 Jr. 
RB 6 | Jordan Parker® 6-1 222 Sr. 
WR 80 | Ed’Marques Batties® 6-0 197 Sr. 
WR 87 | Richie James 5-9 170 Fr. 
WR 84 | Terry Pettis* 6-5 232 Jr. 
WR 81 | Christian Collis 6-0 217 Sr. 
LT 58 | Carlos Johnson 6-3 303 Fr. 
LG 75 | Darius Johnson® 6-3 305 Sr. 
C 63 | Josh Chester* 6-3 305 Jr. 
RG 66 | Daniel Stephens* 6-2 303 Jr. 
RT 56 Maurquice Shakir 6-3 318 Jr. 
DEFENSE 

DE 59 | Chris Hale 6-4 274 Jr. 
DT 92 | Patrick McNeil* 6-1 320 Sr. 
DT 51 | Shaquille Huff* 6-1 320 Jr. 
DE 49 | Steven Rhodes* 6-3 256 Jr. 
LB 8 | Trey Wafford* 5-10 202 Sr. 
LB 24 | Cavellis Luckett 6-0 254 Sr. 
LB 38 | T.T. Barber® 6-1 229 Sr. 
CB 4 | Jared Singletary’ 5-8 173 Sr. 
CB 21 | Jamarcus Howard 6-0 185 Sr. 
SS 20 | Kevin Byard’ 5-11 226 Sr. 
FS 42 | Xavier Walker® 6-4 212 Sr. 
SPECIAL TEAMS 

K 87 | Cody Clark* 6-1 180 Jr. 
P 29 | Trevor Owens 6-0 204 Fr. 
*Returning starters in Bold 


JACKSON STATE 
at Alabama 
CHARLOTTE 

at Illinois 
VANDERBILT 

at Western Kentucky 
FIU 

at Louisiana Tech 
MARSHALL 

at FAU 

NORTH TEXAS 

at UTSA 


w SAVANNAH STATE 61-7 
L at Minnesota 24-35 
W WESTERN KENTUCKY (OT) 50-47 
L at Memphis 17-36 
Ww at Old Dominion 41-28 
Ww SOUTHERN MISS 37-31 
L at Marshall 24-49 
Ww UAB 34-22 
L BYU 7-27 
L at FIU 28-38 
w FAU 35-34 
L at UTEP 21-24 


2014 RANKINGS 
PER GAME RANK 
316 46 
213.8 30 
217.5 74 
4313 43 
PER GAME RANK 
315 94 
182.6 80 
269.7 111 
452.3 105 
PER GAME RANK 
-0.3 T-92 
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GOLDEN EAGLES at a GLANCE 


.OGA TION: Hattiesburg, Miss. 

Oe Todd Monken — At Southern Miss and overall: 4-20, 
2 years 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Chip Lindsey 

OEPENSIVE COORDINATOR: David Duggan 

LAST LEAGUE TITLE: 2011 
LAST BOWL: 2011, Hawaii 
HETUNNING STARTERS: 11; 7 offense, 3 defense, punter 
PLAYERS TO WATOE: RB Ito Smith, WR Michael Thomas, 
WR D.J. Thompson, LT Rashod Hill , DE Dylan Bradley, 

LB D'Nerius Antoine, S Devonta Foster, LB Brian Anderson 
PRIMARY ©YTRENGTAS: For a program trying to return to 
relevance, continuity will be a big plus. Monken and the bulk 
of his staff are in their third season in Hattiesburg. The pass- 
ing game will continue to be the team’s biggest advantage. 
Thomas, with a full offseason under his belt (unlike in 2014), 
could have a monster year. Defensively, the addition of at 
least three mid-year junior college transfers to the starting 
lineup will be huge. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The rman game has struggled the 
past two seasons, and after senior Jalen Richard missed the 
bulk of spring with academic issues and junior George Payne 
potentially facing a long recovery from an injury, the team 
will need Smith and Tez Parks to step up. Problem is, Smith 
and Parks are just sophomores. 


OFFENSE 


Southern Miss’ quarterback competition dominated 
the headlines during spring camp. And rightfully so. 

Junior Nick Mullens has performed well in the 16 
games he’s started in the last 18 Southern Miss con- 
tests. But here comes Tyler Matthews, who transferred 
last season from TCU after it became clear Trevone 
Boykin had Heisman potential. Matthews, a big 
guy with a strong arm, struggled with consistency 
throughout much of the spring, while Mullens was his 
usual, steady self. 

In the spring game, however, Matthews turned it on. 
Mullens also played well, but Matthews’ intangibles 
and ability to make things happen when a play breaks 
down gave a sense of what he brings to the table. 

A decision by the coaches likely will be made in camp. 

Southern Miss also made big strides in terms of 
depth along the offensive line and at receiver. Senior 
Michael Thomas and junior D.J. Thompson appear 
poised for big seasons, while the addition of a pair of ju- 
nior college tight ends (Taylor Marini and Julian Allen) 
will give Todd Monken’s offense an added dimension. 


DEFENSE 

The biggest question mark is the defensive line. De- 
fensive tackle Rakeem Nunez-Roches left early for the 
NFL Draft, while Adam Williams graduated, and there 
wasn't much in the way of depth at that position last 
season. 

Senior Michael Smith, who started seven games on 
the edge last season, has been moved inside, and the 
coaching staff has been impressed with sophomores 
Draper Riley and Rod Crayton. Junior Dylan Bradley 
has the potential for a monster season at end, while 
sophomore Xavier Thigpen has emerged as a pass- 
rushing specialist on the other side. 

Perhaps the biggest addition on defense is line- 
backer D’Nerius Antoine, who brings an element of 
speed the Golden Eagles haven't had at that position 
in many years. After losing multi-year starters Jacorius 


Record:3-9 C-USA record: 1-7 (6th, West) 


NICK MULLENS 


Photo by Ray Gartin-USA TODAY Sports 


“We're at a critical point in our tenure 
here as a staff. This is year three, man. 
Now we've got to get it done.” 

— Coach Todd Monken 


Cotton and Emmanuel Johnson at safety, Southern 
Miss added junior college transfers Devonta Foster 
and Deshadrick Truly, both of whom have handled the 
transition to Division I very well. 

Brian Anderson returns as the anchor of the defense 
at middle linebacker, while multi-year starter Kalan 
Reed and sophomore Cornell Armstrong have the in- 
side track at corner. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


The team faces a big loss with the graduation of 
kicker Corey Acosta. But there’s no shortage of re- 
placement candidates, although freshmen Parker 
Shaunfield and Nick Vogel (who transferred from 
UAB) and junior Stephen Brauchle (who transferred 
from Louisiana) are in a tight battle. Junior Tyler Sar- 
razin will likely resume punting duties this season. 


OVERVIEW 

Monken, in his third season at the helm of the once- 
proud Golden Eagle program, has said it time and 
again — there are no more excuses. Southern Miss was 
3-9 last season after finishing 1-11 the year before. The 
pieces of the puzzle are in place for the Golden Eagles 
to turn the corner on the way back to respectability. 
Now, it’s up to Monken and his team to make it happen. 
— Jason Lunz 


TOP NEWCOMER 


LB D’Nerius Antoine: A former safety and one- 
time Oklahoma State signee, Antoine will play the spur 
linebacker position for the Golden Eagles. Speed is his 
best weapon. 


Stadium: Carlisle-Faulkner Field at M.M. Roberts Stadium (36,000) 


Sept. 5 
Sept. 12 
Sept. 19 
Sept. 26 
Oct. 3 
Oct.9 
Oct. 17 
Oct. 24 
Oct. 31 
Nov. 14 
Nov. 21 
Nov. 28 
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SOUTHERN MISS | GOLDEN EAGLES 


OFFENSE 

QB 98 | Nick Mullens® 
RE 25 ~~ Ito Smith* 

WR 88 ~= Michael Thomas* 
WR 5 _ DJ. Thompson 
WR 83 | Casey Martin 

TE 42 Taylor Marini 
LT 73 Rashod Hill* 

LG 68 Brandon Farmer® 
Cc 70 #£=Cameron Tom* 
RG 78 Devin Farrior® 
RT 72 Norman Price 


DEFENSE 

DE 94 _ Dylan Bradley 

NT 9 | Draper Riley 

DT 81 Michael Smith’ 
DE 32 Xavier Thigpen 
LB 18 _ Brian Anderson* 
LB 16 ~~ Elijah Parker 

LB 12  OD'Nerius Antoine 
CB ii Kalan Reed® 

CB 3 _ Cornell Armstrong 
S 15  Devonta Foster 
FS 8 | Deshadrick Truly 
SPECIAL TEAMS 

K 93 | Parker Shaunfield 
P 82 = Tyler Sarrazin® 


*Returning starters in Bold 
2015 SCHEDULE 


2015 PROJECTED STARTERS 


6-1 
5-9 
6-1 
6-3 
5-10 
6-4 
6-6 
6-2 
6-4 
6-4 
6-4 


6-1 
6-4 
6-4 
6-5 

5-10 

6-2 

6-0 
5-11 
$-11 

6-0 

6-0 


6-0 
6-3 


196 
182 
186 
198 
175 
237 
302 
308 
287 
304 
321 


265 
289 
277 
224 
248 
208 Jr. 
231 Jr. 
181 
175 
190 Jr. 
180 


162 
204 


MISSISSIPPI STATE 
AUSTIN PEAY 
at Texas State 

at Nebraska 

NORTH TEXAS 

at Marshall 


UTSA 


at Charlotte 


UTEP 
at Rice 


OLD DOMINION 
at Louisiana Tech 


ALCORN STATE 
at Alabama 


RICE 


at North Texas 


LOUISIANA TECH 


at UTEP 
MARSHALL 
at UTSA 
UAB 


OFFENSE PER GAME 
Scoring 19.0 
Rushing 95.8 
Passing 269.3 
Total 365.0 
DEFENSE PER GAME 
Scoring 35.4 
Rushing 216.3 
Passing 235.1 
Total 4514 


TOMARGIN PER GAME 


-0.8 


2014 RESULTS 
at Mississippi State 


2014 HANEINGS 


APPALACHIAN STATE 


at Middle Tennessee 


121 
33 
97 


RANK 
109 
110 
81 
104 


RANK 
T-ll2 
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HILLTOPPERS at a GLANCE 


LOCATION: Bowling Green, Ky. 

COACH: Jeff Brohm — At Western Kentucky and overall: 
8-5, l year 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Tyson Helton 

DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Nick Holt 


co-champs 
LAST TIME DIDN'T GO BOWLING: 2013 
RETURNING STARTERS: 16; 7 offense, 7 defense, kicker, 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: QB Brandon Doughty, RB Leon Allen, 
WR Jared Dangerfield, WR Antwane Grant, WR Taywan 


Taylor, WR Nicholas Norris, TE Tyler Higbee, DT Jontavious 
Norris, CB Wonderful Terry 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: There is no reason Western 
Kentucky shouldn't be one of the top offensive teams in col- 
lege football. The Hilltoppers have nearly all their primary 
playmakers back from a season ago, plus serious depth at 
wide receiver and running back. Brohm’s offense is predi- 
cated on getting multiple players touches, which makes it 
extremely difficult to defend. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Depth. WKU is thin at quarterback, 
offensive line, linebacker and in the secondary. Major injuries 
to any of those positions could take the Tops from title con- 
tender to middle of the pack in Conference USA. Keeping the 
starting 22 healthy is of the utmost importance this season. 


OFFENSE 

It’s hard to imagine Western Kentucky could put up 
better numbers than it did in 2014 — but it’s possible. 

Led by graduate quarterback Brandon Doughty, 
Western Kentucky has a wealth of talent back on a 
unit that finished second nationally in passing, fourth 
in total offense and sixth in scoring. The Hilltoppers 
scored a whopping 44.4 points per game last season. 

Doughty was granted a sixth year of eligibility in the 
offseason and has a chance to increase his NFL stock 
with another high-profile campaign. The Davie, Fla, 
native set 14 records — program or conference — while 
throwing for 4,830 yards and 49 touchdowns last year. 

Doughty has four of his top six wide receivers back, 
talented tight ends, and his top two running backs 
returning in Leon Allen and Anthony Wales. 

The offensive line lost right tackle Cam Clemmons 
and has depth issues. Left tackle Forrest Lamp, left guard 
Brandon Ray and right guard Darrell Williams started in 
2014, but there isn’t much strength behind them. 


DEFENSE 

As good as the WKU offense was, the WKU defense 
was just as bad. 

The Hilltoppers allowed 39.9 points per game and 
ranked 121st in total defense. Perhaps no game epito- 
mized those numbers better than the Bahamas Bowl, 
when WKU nearly blew a 49-14 fourth-quarter lead 
against Central Michigan before winning, 49-48. 

Perhaps the silver lining is that nearly the entire 
defense is back, and the addition of UAB transfers 
Jontavious Morris on the line and T.J. McCollum at 
linebacker improved the unit’s depth. 

The most-improved faction of the defense should 
be the line, with Morris and Bahamas Bowl defensive 
MVP Derik Overstreet at one end, and Tanner Reeves 
at the other — along with senior Bryan Shorter at de- 
fensive tackle. Western Kentucky’s inability to create 
a pass rush in 2014 was a major issue. 
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C-USA record: 4-4 (T-3rd, East) 


WESTERN KENTUCKY | HILLTOPPERS 


Stadium: Houchens Industries-L.T. Smith Stadium (22,113) 


2015 PROJECTED STARTERS 


BRANDON DOUGHTY 


Photo by Joe Robbins 


“Our guys are really coming to work 
every day knowing that the first three 
games of the season, we got to be hot 
right out of the gate.” 
— Offensive coordinator 
Tyson Helton 


WKU has both safeties — Branden Leston and Marcus 
Ward — back, along with starting cornerback Prince 
Charles Iworah and 2014 backup Wonderful Terry. If 
that group can stay off the injured list, the Hilltoppers 
should see marked improvement in their pass defense. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Senior kicker Garrett Schwettman, by virtue of the 
team’s record-setting offense, will go down as one of the 
highest-scoring players in program history. Punter Joseph 
Occhipinti needs to have a better year after struggling 
as a sophomore. The Tops have a pair of dangerous 
kick returners in Kylen Towner and Nacarius Fant. 


OVERVIEW 
Expectations have never been higher in Bowling Green. 
From a team that was 0-12 in 2009 to a team that is now 
expected to compete for a Conference USA title, Western 
Kentucky has the perfect storm to make 2015 a memo- 
rable one. A non-conference schedule is challenging — 
Vanderbilt, Indiana and LSU — but league home games 
with Middle Tennessee, Louisiana Tech and Marshall, sets 
the stage for WKU to win Conference USA. 
— Chad Bishop 


TOP NEWCOMER 


DL Jontavious Morris: The former UAB standout 
made 20 tackles — two for a loss — and recovered a 
fumble last year at UAB. His addition makes the WKU 
defensive line the deepest unit on that side of the ball. 
Coaches raved about his play and leadership during 
spring practice. 


OFFENSE 

QB 12 | Brandon Doughty* 6-3 
RB 33 | Leon Allen® 6-0 
WR 21 | Jared Dangerfield* 6-3 
WR 3 | Antwane Grant 6-1 
WR 2 | Taywan Taylor* 6-1 
TE 82 | Tyler Higbee 6-5 
LT 76 | Forrest Lamp® 6-4 
LG 51 | Brandon Ray* 6-3 
C 70 | Max Halpin 6-3 
RG 62 | Darrell Williams® 6-6 
RT 69 | Matt Nord 6-6 
DEFENSE 

DE 72 | Derik Overstreet* 6-2 
DT 3 | Jontavious Morris 6-2 
DT 94 | Bryan Shorter* 6-2 
DE 11 | Tanner Reeves 6-4 
LB. 6 | T.J. McCollum 6-3 
LB 10 | Nick Holt* 6-1 
LB 17 | Dejon Brown* 6-3 
CB. 5 | Wonderful Terry 5-10 
CB 30 | Prince CharlesIworah* 5-11 
s 8 | Marcus Ward® 6-3 
S 31 | Branden Leston* 6-3 
SPECIAL TEAMS 

K 56 | Garrett Schwettman® 5-11 


Pas 


“Returning starters in Bold 


Joseph Occhipinti* 6-3 


2015 SCHEDULE 


216 Sr. 
235 Sr. 
200 Sr. 
195 5Sr 
1so0 Jr. 
233 Sr. 
296 Jr. 
285 So. 
295 Jr. 
310 Jr. 
309 Jr. 


250 So. 
295 Sr. 
285 Sr. 
230 So. 
205 So. 
230 Sr. 
225 Sr. 
180 «Sr. 
193 «Sr. 
202 Jr. 
215 Jr. 


160 Sr. 
1s0. (Jr. 


Sept. 5 at Vanderbilt 
Sept. 10 LOUISIANA TECH 
Sept. 19 at Indiana 
Sept. 26 MIAMI (0H) 
Oct. 3 at Rice 
Oct. 10 MIDDLE TENNESSEE 
Oct. 15 at North Texas 
Oct. 24 at LSU 
Oct. 31 at Old Dominion 
Nov. 7 FAU 
Nov. 21 at FIU 
Nov. 27 MARSHALL 


3 seeereqrrarrs 


2014 RESULTS 


BOWLING GREEN 
at Illinois 


59-31 
34-42 


at Middle Tennessee 47-50 (30T) 


at Navy 
UAB 
at FAU 
OLD DOMINION 
at Louisiana Tech 
UTEP 
ARMY 
UTSA 
at Marshall (OT) 
Bahamas Bowl 


vs, Central Michigan 


2014 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PER GAME 
Scoring 44.4 
Rushing 160.3 
Passing 374.3 
Total 534.6 
DEFENSE PER GAME 
Scoring 33.9 
Rushing 220.8 
Passing 289.2 
Total 503.9 
TOMARGIN PER GAME 
+5 + 0.38 


36-27 
39-42 
38-45 
66-51 
10-59 
35-27 
52-24 

45-7 
67-66 


49-48 


lal 

ill 
121 
120 


RANK 
T-37 


Lindy’s Sports Annuals 201 


PICKING THE SUN BELT 


Appalachian State Ready to Take Over Atop Sun Belt 


or the first time since the 2011 

season, the Sun Belt has the same 

lineup of teams for a second con- 
secutive year. No new team was added 
for this fall, and no program defected 
from 2014 for perceived greener pas- 
tures. 

But that’s not the only place where 
there are no changes, 

The same teams that occupied the 
top seven spots in last year’s final 
standings are expected to do so again 
in 2015, though in a slightly different 
order. 

Appalachian State looks to nab the 
2015 championship in just its sec- 
ond season in the conference. The 
Mountaineers return 10 starters on each 
side of the ball from a team that won 
its last six games after a 1-5 start. The 
Mountaineers also will enjoy a schedul- 
ing advantage with challengers Georgia 
Southern, Arkansas State and Louisiana 


SUN BELT 


Good news 


all coming to Boone, N.C. 

Defending champion Georgia 
Southern isn’t going to go away eas- 
ily, however. The Eagles have a bit of 
a chip on their shoulders after their 
appeal to play in a bowl game following 
their championship season was denied. 
Despite their 8-0 league and 9-3 overall 
record, the Eagles had to sit home for 
the holidays in serving the final year of 
their transition period to the FBS level 
from the FCS. 

Circle Oct. 22 on your calendar. 
That’s when Georgia Southern goes to 
Appalachian State for what could be 
the Game of the Year in the Sun Belt. 
On the other hand, Arkansas State at 
Appalachian State two weeks later could 
be the pivotal game. 

In addition to returning an explosive 
offense, the big news for Arkansas State 
is that the Red Wolves kept their coach, 
Blake Anderson, for a second season 


CONFERENCE PICKS 


Bad news 


1, Appalachian St. 


2. Arkansas State 


3. Georgia Southern 


4. Louisiana 


5, Texas State 


6. South Alabama 


7, ULM 


8. Idaho 


9. Troy 


10. Georgia State 


11. New Mexico St. 


The Mountaineers get all three of their main 
conference challengers at home. 


The Red Wolves return lots of firepower from 
the conference's No. 2 offense. 


The Eagles play only one of the other three 
top contenders (Appalachian State). 


Elijah McGuire gives the Cajuns the league's 
No. 1 all-around offensive threat. 


A corps of talented veterans makes the Bobcats 
a team to be reckoned with offensively. 


An influx of UAB transfers helps make up for 
key personnel losses. 


The Warhawks have some playmakers at 
receiver and a potentially outstanding defense. 


The Vandals look settled at quarterback and 
have a nice corps of receivers. 


New coach Neal Brown has the quarterback 
to run his spread offense. 


The offense is an experienced group, and six 
UAB transfers should help the defense. 


The Aggies have two exciting players in Larry 
Rose and Teldrick Morgan. 


Special teams were an issue in 2014, and 
could be again. 


The Red Wolves look vulnerable to the pass 
with a rebuilt secondary. 


Only one player with much in the way of expe- 
rience returns to the line. 


A new starter going under center always 
leaves questions. 


Personnel losses hit the defense especially 
hard, leaving many holes to fill. 


The defense is facing a complete rebuilding 
job, putting extra pressure on the offense. 


They came out of spring unsettled at quarter- 
back and have no proven running back. 


Newcomers are going to have to come through 
on defense. 


Lack of experienced depth at OL, LB and in the 
secondary. 


Even with an all-conference linebacker, the 
Panthers have issues defensively. 


The defense has the experience, but remains 
young and small. 


after going one-and-done with Bryan 
Harsin, Gus Malzahn and Hugh Freeze 
the previous three years. 

Coach Mark Hudspeth, meanwhile, 
has made Louisiana the model of con- 
sistency in his four years. The Ragin’ 
Cajuns have been 9-4 in each season, 
and only a home loss to Appalachian 
State kept them from sharing the league 
title in 2014. 

Texas State has the offense to con- 
tend and gets a break from not hav- 
ing to play Appalachian State. But 
the Bobcats catch Louisiana, Georgia 
Southern and Arkansas State all on the 
road. 

South Alabama is looking at transfers, 
like UAB quarterback Cody Clements, to 
make up for the loss of 17 starters from 
last year’s bowl team. ULM will pin its 
hopes on defense. Idaho should have 
enough on offense to get out of its three- 
year one-win rut. 

— Paul Borden 


Our call 


The Mountaineers will pick up where they left off over 
the second half of 2014. 


A stout offense will win the day for the Red Wolves, 
The Eagles will contend for a second straight Sun Belt 
crown but come up short. 


Another nine-win season looks to be in the making for 
the Cajuns, 


The Bobcats have a good shot at gaining bow! eligibil- 
ity if the defense performs. 


Even with the crop of transfers, the Jaguars will need 
big breaks to go bowling again. 


The Warhawks will go as far as their defense will 
carry them. 


Idaho has a shot at ending a string of one-win seasons 
(now at three), but it won't be a big jump. 


Troy has taken a huge tumble and has a long way to 
go to challenge again. 


A friendly schedule could net the Panthers more than 
just one victory. 


Last place may be determined Sept. 12 when Georgia 
State visits Las Cruces. 


ooo — — EEE 
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Lindy’s c015 THE BIG ONES 
ALL-SUN BELT TEAM Sept. 5 Louisiana at Kentucky 


BOWL CONNECTIONS 


New Orleans 
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. Sept. 5 Georgia Southern at West Virginia SBC Team vs. C-USA 

QB FrediKnighten Sr. _ Arkansas State a. 
$ RB Elijah McGuire Jr. Louisiana «= S0Pt 18 gis acl gls Moana alin GoDaddy.com 
i RB Matt Breida Jr. Georgia Southern Sept. 12 Appalachian State at Clemson SBC team vs. MAC 
a WR Donovan Harden Sr. Georgia State Oct. 3 Georgia Southern at ULM 
Ps ee rane = —— — Oct. 10 Texas State at Louisiana Gamellia 
ioe oel Ruiz I. eorgia State SBC team vs. MAC 
mC Jose oh Scelfo or. South Alabama Oct. 13 Arkansas State at South Alabama 
ta OL Mykhael Quave Sr. Louisiana Oct, 20 Louisiana at Arkansas State Cure 
Pa OL Adrian Bellard Sr. Texas State  Qct.22 — Georgia Southern at Appalachian State SBC team vs. AAC 
i 
fas OL_Dalton Bennett _Sr_—‘Troy Oct. 29 Texas State at Georgia Southern 
=g OL Chris May Sr. South Alabama -— 

AP Teldrick Morgan Jr. New Mexico State Oct. St ULM at Louisiana 

K AleemSunanon Jr. SouthAlabama Nov. 5 Arkansas State at Appalachian State 

Nov. 21 Georgia Southern at Georgia 

DL Ronald Blair _Sr. Appalachian State aay ag ei ee & UN 5 ELT 
5 DL Gerrand Johnson Sr. ULM F 
ei DL Jay Ellison Jr. Georgia Southern Dec. 5 Texas State at Arkansas State 
Fe DL Ja’Von Rolland-Jones So. Arkansas State 
Reg LB JohnLaw Jr. Appalachian State 1. David Mims | CB Sr. _ Texas State Continues to hone his cover skills. 
_ . 
a lobed a acl eal =m 62. MykhaelQuave OT Sr. Louisiana Has ability to play guard. 
3 LB Hunter Kissinger Sr. ULM > ——— 
a DB Doug Middleton Sr. Appalachian State Z| 3. Adrian Bellard OT Sr. Texas State Specializes in knockdown blocks. 
8 DB Montres Kitchens Sr. Troy x 4. Montres Kitchens DB Sr. Troy Known for one-handed picks. 
fa = 
xy OB Mitch Lane Sr ULM 5. Mitch Lane DB Sr ULM Veteran performer and hard hitter. 
a DB DavidMimsil Sr. ‘Texas State [ap 

- - sey 6. J.D. McKissic WR Sr. Arkansas State Valuable in return game. 
P AustinRehkow Jr. Idaho a 
o 7.Doug Middleton DB Sr. Appalachian State Sure tackler with great speed. 
QB Kevin Ellison Jr. Georgia Southern re 8. Joel Ruiz TE Sr. Georgia State Rangy, solid receiver. 
‘ lac t 

5 Rees Sas i. SRO Se Be 9.Gerrand Johnson DT Sr. ULM Strength makes up for lack of size. 
Si RB Michael Gordon Sr. Arkansas State Ee 
a WR Ajalen Holley Jr. ULM 10. Chris May OT Sr. South Alabama Strong, consistent blocker. 
= WR J.D. McKissic Sr. Arkansas State *Only draft-eligible players included, 
8 TE Braedon Bowman Sr. 
x} ; 
77) J A 1 Most Valuable Offensive Player Defensive Player Newcomer 
fim =6OL Parker Collins Jr. Appalachian State Player of the Year of the Year of the Year 
A WMECRS LEI ULL =. LA AGnal Ofate 
2 > are vee - Fredi Knighten, Elijah McGuire David Mims Il, Othia Peters, 
peg OL _Octravian Anderson _ Si. QB, Arkansas State RB, Louisiana CB, Texas State LB, Louisiana 
He OL Beau Nunn So. Appalachian State 
ve AP Tyler Cain Sr 

5 5 Rexam ald Most Accurate Passer Brandon Silvers Troy 

DL Lorenzo Jackson Sr. ULM Strongest Arm Tyler Jones Texas State 
5 DL Chuks Ota So. Arkansas State = Best Scrambler Fredi Knighten Arkansas State 
og OL Ryan Edwards Sr. Idaho §= J} Coolest in Clutch Taylor Lamb Appalachian State 
B oe coe = Li fc Toughest to Bring Down Elijah McGuire Louisiana 
P= LB Marc Millan Sr. Idaho = 
=H LB Otha Peters mn louisiana «=«te] Best Hands J.D. McKissic Arkansas State 
ids LB Michael Johnson Sr. ULM > Most Dangerous Deep Threat _Ajalen Holley ULM 
ba Dobson _Sr. Georgia Southern FS} Best Pass Blocker Mykhael Quave Louisiana 
a peuiocy ee za ae “=| Best Pass Rusher Michael Johnson ULM 
mg 6=DB Tracy Walker So. Louisiana STN 
ba DB Trey Caldwell Sr. ULM Best Cover Corner David Mims II Texas State 

P Brandon McKee Jr. South Alabama Special Teams Demon Teldrick Morgan New Mexico State 


Lindy’s Sports Annuals 203 


Sun Belt rank: 2 


Record: 7-6 Sun Belt record: 5-3 (T-4th)Stadium: Centennial Bank Stadium (30,708) 


RED WOLVES at a GLANCE 


LOCATION: Jonesboro, Ark. 

COACH: Blake Anderson — At Arkansas State and overall: 
7-6, l year 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Walt Bell 

DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Joe Cauthen 
savsnrannarannnatnapnnonnernanapnsnansnesttantsioantrntenyetnasieanneeanannstnsnonntannsentet 
LAST LEAGUE TITLE: 2013, co-champs 

LAST TIME DIDN'T GO BOWLING: 2010 

RETURNING STARTERS: 15; 8 offense, 5 defense, kicker, 
punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: QB Fredi Knighten, RB Michael 
Gordon, WR J.D. McKissic, WR Tres Houston, 


DE Ja’Von Rolland-Jones, DE Chris Stone, 
LB Xavier Woodson, S Money Hunter 


toyeeanneees rove 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The Red Wolvas are rich at the skill 
positions on an offense that ranked No. 2 in the Sun Belt in 
scoring and total yards in 2014. Knighten was first team 
all-conference last year, and there is depth at running back 
behind Gordon, who got second-team recognition. The pass 
tush figures to be strong behind Stone and Rolland-Jones. 
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS; Though they made big plays on 
defense in leading the conference in sacks, the Red Wolves 
also had a tendency to give them up as well. They also had 
big problems stopping the run, giving up 374 yards rushing 
in the bowl loss to Toledo, Kicker Luke Ferguson is incon- 
sistent at best. 


OFFENSE 

After two years as a backup and known mostly for 
his running, senior quarterback Fredi Knighten added 
an effective passing game to his repertoire in 2014, 
good enough to earn him first-team All-Sun Belt hon- 
ors. He's the No. 1 reason for optimism for Arkansas 
State’s offense. 

Knighten completed 62.3 percent of his passes for just 
over 252 yards a game, with 24 going for touchdowns 
against only seven interceptions. And he still found op- 
portunity to rush for 779 yards, second on the team to 
returning running back Michael Gordon's 1,100. 

Knighten welcomes back his top seven receivers, 
led by wideouts Tres Houston (53 catches 685 yards), 
J.D. McKissic (52-629) and Dijon Paschal (37-642). 
Gordon had 25 receptions for 325 yards and four 
touchdowns, and tight end Darion Griswold also had 
four touchdown grabs among his 18 receptions. 

Sophomore Johnston White, who rushed for 514 
yards as a redshirt freshman, provides run support. 

Junior right tackle Colton Jackson, who has started 
every game in his two seasons, is one of three return- 
ing starters on the line along with junior Jemar Clark 
and sophomore Devin Mondie. 


DEFENSE 

Stopping the run was a major issue for Arkansas 
State in 2014, when the Red Wolves surrendered an 
average of 205.2 yards per game, No. 103 out of 125 
FBS teams in rushing defense. 

Despite the loss of all-conference selections 
Qushaun Lee and Artez Brown, the defense is in po- 
sition to step up. Three starters return on the line — 
ends Ja’Von Rolland-Jones and Chris Stone, and nose 
guard Chuks Ota — and are joined by run-stuffing 
UAB transfer Robert Mondie. 

Rolland-Jones and Stone give the Red Wolves two 
excellent pass rushers. They combined for 15.5 sacks 
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FREDI KNIGHTEN 


Photo by Jotin David Mercer-USA TODAY 


Sports 


“T think we're stronger against the run than 
we were last year,” 
— Coach Blake Anderson 


among their 78 tackles last year. 

Lee led the Red Wolves in tackles last year with 110. 
Xavier Woodson, who returns to the other linebacker 
spot, had 95, including nine for loss and four sacks. 

Though four of the five starters in the second- 
ary must be replaced, the picture is not all that dire, 
Safety Money Hunter is the only returning starter, but 
seniors Chris Humes, a starter in 2013, and Charles- 
ton Girley are both returning after seeing their 2014 
seasons cut short by injuries. Senior Rocky Hayes and 
sophomore Blaise Taylor are athletic corners. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Senior Luke Ferguson is a consistent punter (41.4- 
yard average), but is shaky as a kicker. He was only 8 
of 15 on field-goal attempts, including 3 of 9 from be- 
yond 30 yards. He also missed six of 42 PAT attempts. 


OVERVIEW 
The offensive firepower and an improved defense 
will have Arkansas State in contention in the Sun Belt, 
but the first month of non-conference games presents 
a challenge. First up is a trip to USC followed by a 
home game against Missouri. The Red Wolves finish 
the first month at Toledo, which beat them 63-44 in 
last season's bowl game. 
— Paul Borden 


TOP NEWCOMER 


DT Robert Mondie: A transfer looking for a home 
after UAB killed its program, Mondie played in 11 
games for the Blazers last year after transferring from 
junior college. He led Coahoma (Miss.) Community 
College in tackles (49) in his final season there. 


OFFENSE 

QB 9 | Fredi Knighten® 5-11 189 Sr. 
RB 34 | Michael Gordon® 5-9 187 Sr. 
WR 23 | J.D. McKissic® 5-11 193 Sr. 
WR 15 | Tres Houston® 6-2 188 Sr. 
WR 84 | Dijon Paschal 6-1 196 So, 
TE 19 | Darion Griswold® 6-5 264 Sr. 
LT 78 | Jemar Clark® 6-6 304 Jr. 
LG 71 | Steven Stevens 6-4 296 Sr. 
C 74 | Devin Mondie* 6-5 291 So. 
RG 77 | Daniel Keith 6-2 275 So. 
RT 61 | Colton Jackson® 6-4 276 Jr. 
DEFENSE 

DE 42 | Chris Stone* 6-3 252 Sr. 
NG 97 | Chuks Ota* 6-2 285 So. 
DT 47 | Robert Mondie 6-2 303 Sr. 
DE 37 | Ja'Von Rolland-Jones* 6-2 224 So. 
LB 55 | Xavier Woodson’ 6-1 214 Jr. 
LB 52 | Quanterio Heath 6-2 210 Jr. 
CB 3 | Rocky Hayes 5-11 177 Sr. 
CB 1 | Blaise Taylor §-9 170 So. 
S$ 29 | Chris Humes 5-11 207 Sr. 
5 8 | Charleston Girley 6-0 186 Sr. 
S 27 | Money Hunter* 6-1 193 Jr. 
SPECIAL TEAMS 

K 165 | Luke Ferguson* 6-0 210 Sr. 
P 15 | Luke Ferguson® 6-0 210 Sr. 
*Returning starters in Bold 


2015 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 5 at USC 
Sept. 12 MISSOURI 
Sept. 19 MISSOURI STATE 
Sept. 26 at Toledo 
Oct. 3 IDAHO 
Oct, 13 at South Alabama 
Oct. 20 LOUISIANA 
Oct. 31 GEORGIA STATE 
Nov. 5 at Appalachian State 
Nov. 14 at ULM 
Nov. 28 at New Mexico State 
Dec. 5 TEXAS STATE 


2014 RESULTS 


Ww MONTANA STATE 37-10 
L at Tennessee 19-34 
L at Miami 41-20 
Ww UTAH STATE 21-14 (OT) 
Ww ULM 28-14 
Ww at Georgia State 52-10 
L at Louisiana 40-55 
Ww at Idaho 44-28 
Ww SOUTH ALABAMA 45-10 
L APPALACHIAN STATE 32-37 
L at Texas State 27-45 
Ww NEW MEXICO STATE 68-35 
GoDaddy Bowl 
L vs. Toledo 44-63 


2014 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PER GAME RANK 
Scoring 36.7 18 
Rushing 216.4 25 
Passing 260.1 39 
Total 476.5 20 
DEFENSE PER GAME RANK 
Scoring 30.5 T-90 
Rushing 205.2 103 
Passing 216.0 44 
Total 4212 83 
TOMARGIN PERGAME RANK 
+6 +0.46 T-33 
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Sun Belt rank: 3 


EAGLES at a GLANCE 


LOCATION: Statesboro, Ga. 

COACH: Willie Fritz — At Georgia Southern, 9-3, 1 year; 
overall: 185-70-1, 22 years 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Doug Ruse 

DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Jack Curtis 


LAST BOWL: None 

RETURNING STARTERS: 15; 5 offense, 8 defense, kicker, 
punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: QB Kevin Ellison, RB Matt Breida, 
WR B.J. Johnson, LG Darien Foreman, NT Jay Ellison, 


reoesonevesannegennvneanaee ve 


DE Quaun Daniels, LB Antwione Williams, FS Matt Dobson 


savarsenevessveeanansvesannnants 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Breida is a breakaway threat who 
was a semifinalist for the Doak Walker Award last year as 
a sophomore. Of his 17 touchdowns, six came on runs of 61 
yards or more, including an 88-yarder against Navy. Ellison 
should be much-improved as a junior. The Eagles should 
have one of the best defenses in the conference, as experi- 
ence and talent abound. Dobson is a natural leader. 
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The offensive line could be an 
issue in the early going (the Eagles open at West Virginia), 
although transfers Max Magana and Roscoe Byrd bring 
experience and size. Injuries could be a problem as the 
Eagles, in only their second year removed from the FCS, 
are still not at their full allotment of 85 scholarships. 


OFFENSE 

Georgia Southern wasted no time establishing itself 
in the Sun Belt Conference. All the Eagles did in their 
first year as a member was go 8-0 in league play to 
win the outright championship after being an eighth- 
place preseason pick. 

The second Eagles team for conference Coach of 
the Year Willie Fritz will be among the favorites this 
season, returning plenty of offensive firepower. 

All-Sun Belt running back Matt Breida is one of 
five returning starters. He ran for 1,485 yards and 17 
touchdowns to lead a ground game that averaged an 
eye-popping 381.1 yards per game. 

The biggest challenge will be rebuilding a line that 
lost four starters. Last year’s backups, however, got 
plenty of playing time. 

Quarterback Kevin Ellison was a second-team all- 
conference pick as a sophomore. He ran for 1,096 
yards in Fritz’s spread option, and threw for 1,001, 
a number he wants to improve. Wide receivers B.J. 
Johnson, Montay Crockett, Ryan Longoria and Derek 
Keaton would shine in a more pass-oriented offense. 

The Eagles averaged a un-Fritz-like 12 passes per 
game last year. Look for that to increase. 


DEFENSE 

The Eagles led the Sun Belt last season in two key 
categories: scoring defense and turnover margin, while 
allowing 388.1 yards per game. Eight starters are back. 

Much of the spring was devoted to working on the 
pass rush, which had problems last season getting to 
the quarterback. This will be important in the early go- 
ing, with two starters gone from the secondary. 

Senior free safety Matt Dobson, a converted quar- 
terback, had three interceptions last year and he, 
along with senior middle linebacker Antwione Wil- 
liams and junior nose tackle Jay Ellison, will provide 
leadership and experience. 
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Record: 9-3 


Sun Belt: 8-0 (ist) 


—* 


MATT BREIDA 


Photo by AP Phot nah Morning News, Brittney Lohmiller 


“There’s no doubt if we play in a bowl game 
within five hours driving distance we'll sell 
20,000 tickets” 

— Coach Willie Fritz 


Williams was the Eagles’ second-leading tackler 
last year with 66 and had three of the team’s 24 sacks. 
Dobson had 62 tackles along with three picks. 

As to the pass rush, look for senior defensive end 
Quaun Daniels to lead that surge along with junior de- 
fensive end Bernard Dawson. Ellison and junior Jamal 
Johnson will try to clog up the middle. 

Depth will not be a problem for coordinator Jack 
Curtis, who has 12 seniors on his two-deep. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Senior punter Ryan Nowicki, a third-year starter, 
is one of the Sun Belt’s best. The kicking game con- 
tinues to be up and down, with junior Younghoe Koo 
and senior Alex Hanks showing flashes of brilliance, 
mixed with inconsistency, the past two years. 


OVERVIEW 
With a new coach, a new conference and a move 
from the FCS level, no one knew what to expect of the 
Eagles last year. Now, anything less than a repeat — 
Georgia Southern plays the same eight opponents 
— might be a disappointment. Either way, the future 
looks bright as Fritz’s first two recruiting classes were 
rated the best in the conference. And, the Eagles will 
be eligible to go bowling this year as they have com- 
pleted their transition requirements. 
— Mike Brown 


TOP NEWCOMER 


OL Roscoe Byrd: Byrd (6-3, 319) signed with the 
Eagles after UAB dropped football. The senior started 
20 games for the Blazers and will be in the hunt for 
a starting guard spot in his final season of eligibility. 


GEORGIA SOUTHERN | EAGLES 


QB 4 | Kevin Ellison® 6-0 180 Jr, 
RB 36 | Matt Breida® 5-10 185 Jr. 
WR 31 | Ryan Longoria® 6-2 195 Jr. 
WR 12 | BJ. Johnson” 6-1 210 Sr. 
WR 23 | Derek Keaton 5-10 180 Sr, 
TE 33 | James Dean 6-1 220 Sr, 
LT 62 | Ryan Northrup 6-2 285 Fr. 
LG 63 | Darien Foreman® 6-2 305 Sr. 
C 60 | Andy Kwon 6-2 295 Jr. 
RG 73 | Maurice Hunt Jr. 6-1 290 Sr. 
RT 77 | Tommy Boynton 6-4 305 So 
DEFENSE 
DE 56 | Bernard Dawson* 6-1 245 Jr. 
DT 51 | Jamal Johnson 6-2 245 Jr. 
NT 98 | Jay Ellison’ 6-1 305 Jr. 
DE 44 | Quaun Daniels* 6-1 230 Sr. 
LB 27 | DeshawnteeGallon’ 5-9 205 Sr. 
LB 37 | Antwione Williams* 6-3 245 Sr, 
NB 25 | Robert Brice 5-11 185 Jr. 
CB 5 | Darius Jones 5-8 180 Jr. 
CB 19 | Caleb Williams* 5-8 170 Sr. 
SS 16 | Antonio Glover® 6-1 195 Sr. 
Fs 7 | Matt Dobson’ 6-2 200 Sr. 
SPECIAL TEAMS 
K § | Younghoe Koo* 5-10 190 Jr. 
P 48 | Ryan Nowicki’ 6-1 200 5r. 
*Returning starters in Bold 
2015 SCHEDULE 
Sept. 5 at West Virginia 
Sept. 12 WESTERN MICHIGAN 
Sept. 19 THE CITADEL 
Sept. 26 at Idaho 
Oct.3 at ULM 
Oct. 17 NEW MEXICO STATE 
Oct. 22 at Appalachian State 
Oct. 29 TEXAS STATE 
Nov. 14 at Troy 
Nov. 21 at Georgia 
Nov. 28 SOUTH ALABAMA 
Dec. 5 GEORGIA STATE 
2014 RESULTS 
L at NC State 23-24 
Ww SAVANNAH STATE 83-9 
L at Georgia Tech 38-42 
Ww at South Alabama 28-6 
W APPALACHIAN STATE 34-14 
Ww at New Mexico State 36-28 
Ww IDAHO 47-24 
Ww at Georgia State 69-31 
Ww TROY 42-10 
Ww at Texas State 28-25 
L at Navy 19-52 
Ww ULM 22-16 
2014 RANKINGS 
OFFENSE PER GAME RANK 
Scoring 39.1 - 
Rushing 3811 - 
Passing 107.2 - 
Total 488.3 = 
DEFENSE PER GAME RANK 
Scoring 23.4 - 
Rushing 153.7 - 
Passing 234.4 - 
Total 388.1 = 
TO MARGIN PER GAME RANK 
+8 + 0.67 _ 
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Sun Belt rank: 10 


PANTHERS at a GLANCE 


LOCATION; Atlanta 

COACH: Trent Miles — At Georgia State: 1-23, 2 years; 
overall: 21-59, 7 years 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Jeff Jagodzinski 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Jesse Minter 

LAST LEAGUE TITLE: None 

LAST BOWL: None 

RETURNING STARTERS: 14; 5 offense, 7 defense, kicker, 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: QB Nick Arbuckle, WR Donovan 


Harden, WR Robert Davis, TE Joel Ruiz, LB Joseph Peterson, 
LB Trey Payne, S Tarris Batiste 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Arbuckle has two legitimate receiv- 
ing targets in Harden and Davis, and the return of Neal from 
injury, to go with Marcus Caffey, provides a 1-2 punch at 
running back. There is experience on defense, especially 

at linebacker and in the secondary. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS; The offensive line is big (no 
starter under 300 pounds), but experience is thin. The big 
fellas need to produce to give the running game a chance. 
Experience on defense may not be all that big of a plus for 
a unit that surrendered 43.3 points and 497.1 yards a game 
last year. 


OFFENSE 

With two quarterbacks and two running backs with 
starting experience, plus veterans at wide receiver and 
tight end, Georgia State could get things going on 
offense. 

Senior Nick Arbuckle, who earned a starting role 
in his first season after transferring from junior col- 
lege, passed for more than 274 yards per game while 
completing just over 60 percent of his throws last year. 
Senior Ronnie Bell, the 2013 starter, backs him up. 

Kyler Neal, whose 2014 season was cut to just four 
games by injury, and leading rusher Marcus Caffey 
(354 yards on 94 carries) will carry the load in the run- 
ning game. Neal ran for 209 yards in his abbreviated 
season. 

Receivers Donovan Harden and Robert Davis com- 
bined for 110 catches for 1,617 yards in 2014 and will be 
joined by tight end Joel Ruiz, who caught 39 passes 
for 478 yards, to form solid receiving options. 

The line should benefit from the return of tackle 
Michael Ivory, who started the first five games before 
going down for the season with a foot injury. Guard 
Taylor Evans, however, is the only returning lineman 
who started more games last season. 


DEFENSE 

The Panthers return seven starters on defense, 
although one might question how big a plus that is 
considering they gave up more than 303 yards per 
game on the ground. But youth played a big role in 
their woes in 2014, and the extra year of experience 
should help. 

The Panthers will benefit from the dissolution of 
UAB’s program with six former Blazers on the depth 
chart, including a likely starter at linebacker in 
Alonzo McGee and defensive backs Bobby McGee 
and Demarco Davis in the secondary rotation. 

Linebacker Joseph Peterson is an all-conference 
candidate after leading the team in tackles with 97 
stops last year. He also tied for the team sack lead 
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Record: 1-11 


Sun Belt: 0-8 (11th) 


—< 
NICK ARBUCKLE 


Photo by Michael W 


“We still have a few holes we'll have to 
deal with for the next year or two.” 
— Coach Trent Miles 


with three of the team’s total of 12 and had one of the 
team’s three interceptions. Trey Payne was second on 
the team in tackles with 88. 

Up front, Mackendy Cheridor, coming off a season- 
ending injury, moves from linebacker to defensive 
end. Jalen Lawrence and Shawayne Lawrence (no rela- 
tion) are returning starters up front. 

Cornerback Chandon Sullivan and safety Bryan 
Williams had Georgia State's other interceptions, and 
safety Tarris Batiste was third on the team in tackles 
with 86. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Senior Wil Lutz continues to do double-duty. He 
was 7 of 8 on field-goal opportunities last year and is 
19 of 27 in his career, with six of the misses from 48 
yards or longer. He averaged 39.2 yards per punt. 


OVERVIEW 
If the Panthers can stay healthy, they should be 
much better than they have been in recent years. Just 
a little more offense could go a long way, as four of the 
team’s losses last year were by 10 points or less. But 
you have to shudder at the Sept. 19 date. That’s when 
they visit Oregon. 
— Paul Borden 


TOP NEWCOMER 


LB Michael Shaw: After sitting out 2014, Shaw is 
expected to have an immediate impact as a redshirt 


freshman. The Georgia Sports Writers Association 
named him first-team all-state in Class AAAA after his 
senior year at Lanie High in Suwanee, and he came 
out of spring No. 1 at an outside linebacker spot. 


GEORGIA STATE | PANTHERS 


Stadium: Georgia Dome (28,155) 


2015 PROJECTED STARTERS 


OFFENSE 
QB 4 | Nick Arbuckle’ 6-1 215 Sr. 
RB 25 | Kyler Neal §-11 216 So. 
WR § | Donovan Harden® 5-11 175 Sr. 
WR 19 | Robert Davis* 6-3 188 Jr. 
WR 17 | Glenn Smith 6-1 185 So. 
TE 8 | Joel Ruiz® 6-4 240 Sr. 
LT 75 | Michael Ivory 6-5 340 Jr. 
LG 65 | Taylor Evans® 6-4 305 Sr. 
C 68 | Kelepi Folau 6-3 305 Sr. 
RG 63 | Davis Moore 6-4 300 So. 
RT 78 | Dom Roldan 6-6 350 Jr. 
DEFENSE 
DE 5 | MackendyCheridor 6-5 250 So. 
NG 97 | Jalen Lawrence® 6-1 285 Jr. 
DE 85 | Shawayne Lawrence® 6-4 270 Jr. 
LB 44 | Michael Shaw 6-4 210 Fr, 
LB 42 | Trey Payne* 6-0 230 So. 
LB 6 | Joseph Peterson® 6-0 225 Sr. 
LB 4 | Alonzo McGee 6-1 220 Jr. 
CB 27 | Bruce Dukes® 5-10 195 Sr, 
CB 10 | Chandon Sullivan® 5-11 180 So. 
s 3 | Tarris Batiste* 6-1 210 Sr. 
S 36 ! Bryan Williams 6-3 200 Jr. 
SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 96 | WilLutz* 6-0 190 Sr. 
P 986 | Wil Lutz’ 6-0 190 Sr. 
“Returning starters in Bold 

2015 SCHEDULE 
Sept. 4 CHARLOTTE 
Sept. 12 at New Mexico State 
Sept. 19 at Oregon 
Oct. 3 LIBERTY 
Oct. 10 APPALACHIAN STATE 
Oct. 17 at Ball State 
Oct. 31 at Arkansas State 
Nov. 7 LOUISIANA 
Nov. 14 at Texas State 
Nov. 21 SOUTH ALABAMA 
Nov. 27 TROY 
Dec. 5 at Georgia Southern 

2014 RESULTS 
W ~~ ABILENE CHRISTIAN 38-37 
L NEW MEXICO STATE 31-34 
L AIR FORCE 38-48 
L at Washington 14-45 
L at Louisiana 31-34 
L ARKANSAS STATE 10-52 
L at South Alabama 27-30 
L GEORGIA SOUTHERN 31-69 
L at Appalachian State 0-44 
L at Troy 21-45 
L at Clemson 0-28 
L TEXAS STATE 31-54 

2014 RANKINGS 
OFFENSE PER GAME RANK 
Scoring 22.7 100 
Rushing 96.3 120 
Passing 279.0 25 
Total 375.3 T-85 
DEFENSE PER GAME RANK 
Scoring 43.3 125 
Rushing 303.4 124 
Passing 193.7 T-19 
Total 497.1 116 
TO MARGIN PER GAME RANK 
-22 -18 125 
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Sun Belt rank: 4 


Record: 9-4 


Sun Belt record: 7-1 (2nd) 


RAGIN’ CAJUNS at a GLANCE 


LOCATION: Lafayette, La. 

COACH: Mark Hudspeth — At Louisiana: 36-16, 4 years; 
overall: 102-37, 11 years 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Jay Johnson 

DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Melvin Smith, Charlie Harbison 
LAST LEAGUE TITLE: 2013, Sun Belt 

LAST TIME DIDN'T GO BOWLING; 2010 

RETURNING STARTERS: 10; 6 offense, 4 defense 
PLAYERS TO WATCH: RB Elijah McGuire, WR Al Riles, 
WR Jamal Robinson, LG Mykhael Quave, LB Otha Peters, 


sesseansecnnrverrseyen 


LB Dominique Tovell, SS Tracy Walker 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Elijah McGuire is a big-play threat 
as a runner and receiver, and a veteran offensive line is in 
place to protect whoever emerges as the starting quarter- 
back. The Hnebacker corps is solid, and the Cajuns look to 
have replacements ready for lost starters in the secondary 
and up front on defense. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Replacing the production and 
leadership of QB Terrance Broadway, a three-year starter, 
is the No. 1 issue heading into the fall. No one emerged in 
the spring as the likely starter. McGuire is a big producer, 
but could use some help on offense. DT Christian Ringo and 
NT Justin Hamilton will be missed. 


OFFENSE 

After the luxury of having Terrance Broadway at 
quarterback for the past three years, coach Mark 
Hudspeth is looking for someone new to take over 
Louisiana’s attack. 

Junior Brooks Haack figured to be the guy-after 
completing 20 of 23 passes in six games last year. But 
in the spring junior Jalen Nixon and redshirt fresh- 
man Jordan Davis made it a three-way competition 
that will carry over into the fall. Nixon is primarily a 
runner who completed his only pass attempt in 2014. 

The big threat is junior running back Elijah Mc- 
Guire, who led the Ragin’ Cajuns in rushing with 1,264 
yards and was the team’s leading receiver. He had 45 
receptions for 468 yards and returned 15 punts for 116 
yards, making him the Sun Belt’s leading all-purpose 
producer with 1,848 yards. 

The Cajuns return their No. 3 and 4 pass catchers 
in wide receivers Al Riles (34 catches for 354 yards) 
and Gabe Fuselier (30-264) and also return Jamal 
Robinson, who had 15 receptions for 264 yards in three 
games before sustaining a season-ending foot injury. 
He had 54 catches for 862 yards and made second- 
team All-Sun Belt in 2013. 

Three starters, including first-team all-conference 
selection Mykhael Quave, return up front, although 
Quave is moving from left tackle to guard. Tackle 
Octravian Anderson and guard Donovan Williams 
return to the right side. 


DEFENSE 

Louisiana faces the difficult task of replacing first- 
team All-Sun Belt performers Christian Ringo and 
Justin Hamilton up front, and injury problems in the 
spring hit the position. Jacoby Briscoe has starting 
experience, but was limited to seven games last year 
by ankle problems. 

Junior Karmichael Dunbar made a big move in 
the spring at defensive tackle. Sophomore end Blain 
Winston and sophomore nose tackle Sherard Johnson 
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ELIJAH MCGUIRE 


"It’s safe to say that I'm not ready to 
name a starter yet, It’ll go into fall 
camp.” 
— Coach Mark Hudspeth, 
on the quarterback situation 


came out of spring No.1 on the depth chart. 

The linebacking corps should get a big boost from 
Arkansas transfer Otha Peters, who sat out last year. 
Dominique Tovell, the leading returning tackler with 
76 stops, and sophomore Tre’maine Lightfoot (29 tack- 
les in seven games) make this a stout position. 

Safeties Tracy Walker (two interceptions) and Tra- 
vis Crawford are returning starters in the second- 
ary. Junior Jevante Watson (one pick), sophomore 
Simeon Thomas and junior college transfer Christian 
Goodlett are in the mix at the corners. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


The Cajuns are looking for a new kicker and punter, 
and Hudspeth liked what he saw from prospects in 
the spring. Steven Coutts, a freshman from Australia, 
looks to handle punting. Walk-on Dylan Scheurich, a 
redshirt freshman, will take care of PATs, field goals 
and kickoffs. 


OVERVIEW 
Louisiana has four consecutive 9-4 seasons un- 
der Hudspeth, and the possibility of that or better 
could be in the future if the Cajuns find the answer 
at quarterback. Ole Miss and Boise State move off 
the non-conference schedule, replaced by Kentucky 
and Akron, and defending league champion Georgia 
Southern is not among Sun Belt foes. 
— Paul Borden 


TOP NEWCOMER 


LB Otha Peters: Peters steps in after spending last 
year as a redshirt following his transfer from Arkansas. 
Peters played in 17 games in two seasons, including 
three starts as a freshman in 2012, and could make 

a huge difference for the Cajuns. 


RG 77 | DonovanWilliams® 6-3 315 Sr. 
RT 68 | OctravianAnderson® 6-4 295 Jr. 
DEFENSE 

DE 36 | Blain Winston 6-4 261 So. 
NT 97 | Sherard Johnson 6-8 383 So. 
DT 55 | Karmichael Dunbar 6-2 317 Jr. 
Buck 44. | Kevin Fouquier 6-4 235 Jr. 
LB 7 | Otha Peters 6-2 230 Jr. 
LB 4 | Tre'maine Lightfoot 6-0 232 Jr. 
LB 52 | Dominique Tovell* 6-2 248 Sr. 
CB 8 | Simeon Thomas® 6-3 180 So, 
CB 11 | Jevante Watson 5-10 175 Sr. 
SS 16 | Travis Crawford* 5-11 185 So. 
Fs 23 | Tracy Walker® 6-2 180 So. 
SPECIAL TEAMS 

K 47 | Dylan Scheurich 5-68 185 Fr. 
P 937 | Steven Coutts 6-4 200 Fr. 
*Returning starters in Bold 


Sept. 5 


Sept. 12 
Sept. 26 


Oct. 3 
Oct. 10 
Oct. 20 
Oct. 31 
Nov. 7 
Nov. 12 
Nov. 21 
Nov. 28 
Dec. 5 


Brooks Haack 6-1 219 Jr. 
Elijah McGuire® 5-11 198 Jr. 
Jamal Robinson® 6-4 205 Sr. 
Al Riles* 5-10 208 Jr. 
Devin Scott 5-11 180 Jr. 
Nick Byrne 6-3 228 Jr, 
Grant Horst 6-5 260 So. 
Mykhael Quave® 6-5 295 Sr. 
Eddie Gordon 6-1 320 Sr. 


2015 SCHEDULE 


at Kentucky 


NORTHWESTERN STATE 


AKRON 

at Louisiana Tech 
TEXAS STATE 

at Arkansas State 
ULM 

at Georgia State 

at South Alabama 
NEW MEXICO STATE 
at Appalachian State 
TROY 


2014 RESULTS 


Ww SOUTHERN 

L LOUISIANA TECH 

L at Ole Miss 

L at Boise State 

Ww GEORGIA STATE 

Ww at Texas State 

w ARKANSAS STATE 

w SOUTH ALABAMA 

w at New Mexico State 

Ww at ULM 

L APPALACHIAN STATE 

Ww at Troy 

New Orleans Bowl 
Ww vs. Nevada 
2014 RANKINGS 

OFFENSE PER GAME 
Scoring 29.5 
Rushing 225.9 
Passing 191.5 
Total 417.4 
DEFENSE PER GAME 
Scoring 26.0 
Rushing 142.2 
Passing 263.6 
Total 405.8 
TO MARGIN PER GAME 
-3 -0.2 


58 
22 
98 
54 


RANE 
56 
35 

105 
72 


RANK 
T- 48 
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Sun Belt rank: 7 Record: 
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WARHAWES at a GLANCE 


LOCATION: Monroe, La. 

COACH: Todd Berry — At ULM: 27-34, 5 years; overall: 
56-100, 13 years 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Steve Farmer 

DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: Adam Waugh, Travis Niekamp 
LAST LEAGUE TITLE: 2005 

LAST BOWL; 2012, Independence 

RETURNING STARTERS; 14; 5 offense, 9 defense 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: WR Ajalen Holley, WR Rashon Ceaser, 
C Colby Mitchell, DE Ben Banogu, NT Gerrand Johnson, 


LB Hunter Kissinger, DB Mitch Lane, CB Trey Caldwell 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The defense looks to have to carry 
the team, at least in the early going. Johnson and Lane were 
both first-team all-conference in 2014, and Kissinger was 
second team. The Warhawks have two potential All-Sun Belt 
wide receivers on offense. , 
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Quarterback remains an issue 
going into the season, and questions remain about a running 
attack that produced less than 70 yards a game last season 
to rank No. 123 out of 125 FBS teams. Returning running 
backs Kaylon Watson and Nathan Meadors Jr. combined 

for only 15 carries last year. 


OFFENSE 


Coach Todd Berry will take over the play-calling du- 
ties after a dismal showing by the offense in 2014. He 
has the experience, having served as the coordinator 
at several stops, including a previous stint at ULM in 
2004-05 before taking over the program in December 
2009. 

Question is, does he have the players to make his 
plays work? 

The Warhawks have talented receivers, including 
All-Sun Belt candidates in Ajalen Holley and Rashon 
Ceaser, who combined for 134 receptions for 1,735 
yards last year. Tyler Cain also had 45 catches for 273 
yards, 

But the coaches remained undecided on the starter 
at quarterback after the spring. 

Veteran Brayle Brown was supposed to start last 
year, but lost the job to Pete Thomas, who transferred 
from Colorado State for one season. Brown ended up 
throwing only 24 passes. Redshirt freshman Garrett 
Smith and senior Earnest Carrington finished behind 
him on the depth chart coming out of spring. 

Running back is also a question mark, Kaylon Wat- 
son and DeVontae McNeal came out of spring as co- 
No, 1s, but Watson rushed for only 31 yards on nine 
carries, and McNeal is coming off an injury that cost 
him all of last season. He rushed for 205 yards on 29 
carries in 2013. 

Junior college transfer Rey Baltazar and redshirt 
freshman Jake Snyder look to join three returning 
starters up front. 


DEFENSE 

With nine returning starters, including a pair of 
first-team all-conference performers in nose tackle 
Gerrand Johnson and “Hawk” Mitch Lane in the sec- 
ondary, ULM looks to be stout again on defense. 

Even though it was placed in difficult predicaments 
by the problems on offense, the unit still ranked as the 
Sun Belt’s third-leading scoring defense, giving up 
26.3 points a game. 
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Sun Belt record: 3-5 (T-7th) 


GERRAND JOHNSON 


Photo by Nelson Chenaull-USA TODAY Sports 


“We'll play hard. I think that’s the first 
and most important thing.” 
— Coach Todd Berry 


Johnson, a three-year starter, is the anchor up front 
and was in on a team-high 93 tackles with 12.5 for loss- 
es (6.0 sacks). He is flanked on one side by returning 
veteran Lorenzo Jackson (also 12.5 TFL) and promis- 
ing newcomer Ben Banogu on the other. 

All three linebackers in the 3-3-5 scheme are return- 
ing starters. Hunter Kissinger was second-team all- 
conference last year, and Michael Johnson was second 
in the Sun Belt in TFLs with 16 among his 83 stops. 

The secondary is a salty bunch with four starters 
back, led by Lane (91 tackles and a team-high three 
interceptions). 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Justin Manton departs after handling place-kicking 
and punting, but the Warhawks have another double- 
duty guy in redshirt freshman Craig Ford. If that 
doesn’t work out, the Warhawks also signed punter 
Chris Qualls in February, 


OVERVIEW 
If the offense doesn’t get things together, the War- 
hawks could be looking at a repeat of last season. They 
clearly need more run production to give the playmak- 
ers they have at receiver a chance to do their stuff. 
Aschedule that calls for trips to Georgia and Alabama 
in September doesn’t make things any easier. 
— Paul Borden 


TOP NEWCOMER 


OT Rey Baltazar: One of four junior college trans- 
fers who enrolled early, Baltazar emerged from the 

spring as the starter at left tackle. Baltazar is consid- 
ered an athletic pass blocker. 


Stadium: Malone Stadium (30,427) 


LOUISIANA-MONROE | WARHAWKS 


Sept. 5 
Sept. 12 
Sept. 26 
Oct. 3 
Oct. 10 
Oct. 17 
Oct. 24 
Oct. 31 
Nov. 7 
Nov. 14 
Nov. 19 
Nov. 28 
Dec, 5 


2014 


2015 PROJECTED STARTERS 


2014 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE 

QB 12 | Brayle Brown 6-2 207 Sr. 
RB 25 | Kaylon Watson 6-1 223 So. 
WR 21 | Ajalen Holley® 5-10 197 Jr. 
WR 3 | Tyler Cain 5-8 187 Sr. 
WR 2 | Rashon Ceaser® 6-0 196 Sr. 
TE 88 | Harley Scionsaux 6-6 253 Sr. 
LT 78 | Rey Baltazar 6-6 303 Jr. 
LG 75 | Prank Sutton Jr.* 6-4 295 So. 
C 68 | Colby Mitchell’ 6-2 280 Sr. 
RG 72 | Jake Snyder 6-2 285 Fr. 
RT 71 | Chase Regian® 6-3 296 So. 
DEFENSE 

DE 49 | Ben Banogu 6-4 250 Fr. 
NT 76 | Gerrand Johnson® 6-1 280 Sr, 
DE 45 | Lorenzo Jackson® 6-2 244 Sr. 
LB 34 | Michael Johnson® 6-2 232 Sr. 
LB 48 | Hunter Kissinger* 6-3 237 Sr. 
LB 5 | Cody Robinson® 6-1 226 Sr. 
CB 24 | Trey Caldwell* 5-8 192 Sr. 
CB 1 | Lenzy Pipkins* 6-1 197 Jr. 
Hawk 7 | Mitch Lane’ 6-1 215 Sr. 
s 4 | Tre' Hunter 6-0 166 Jr 
S 20 | Justin Backus’ 6-2 190 Jr. 
SPECIAL TEAMS 

K 16 | Craig Ford 6-2 166 Fr. 
P16 | Craig Ford 6-2 166 Fr. 


*Returning starters in Bold 
2015 SCHEDULE 


at Georgia 

NICHOLLS STATE 

at Alabama 

GEORGIA SOUTHERN 
at Tulsa 
APPALACHIAN STATE 
at Idaho 

at Louisiana 

at Troy 

ARKANSAS STATE 
at Texas State 

at Hawaii 

NEW MEXICO STATE 


RESULTS 


Ww WAKE FOREST 17-10 
Ww IDAHO 38-31 
L at LSU 0-31 
Ww TROY 22-20 
L at Arkansas State 14-28 
L at Kentucky 14-48 
L TEXAS STATE 18-22 
L at Texas A&M 16-21 
L at Appalachian State 29-31 
L LOUISIANA 27-34 
Ww at New Mexico State 30-17 
L at Georgia Southern 16-22 


OFFENSE PER GAME RANK 
Scoring 20.1 lla 
Rushing 69.5 123 
Passing 2739.9 24 
Total 349,4 106 
DEFENSE PER GAME RANK 
Scoring 26.3 57 
Rushing 183.3 84 
Passing 189.9 14 
Total 373.3 47 
TOMARGIN PER GAME RANK 
= *O.1 T-69 
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Sun Belt rank: 6 


JAGUARS at a GLANCE 


LOCATION: Mobile, Ala. 

COACH: Joey Jones: 37-28 in 6 years; 40-35 overall 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Bryant Vincent 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Travis Pearson 


———— een 


LAST LEASUE TITLE: None 

LAST TIME DIDN'T GO BOWLING: 2013 

RETURNING STARTERS: 7; 3 offense, 2 defense, kicker, 
punter 


_———— 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: QB Cody Clements, RB Dami Ayoola, 
WR Danny Woodson II, OL Chris May, DE Jimmie Gipson III, 
LB Blake Dees, DB Roman Buchanan 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: There is depth and talent at key 
skill positions on offense, particularly at receiver and run- 
ning back. Look for Woodson to lead a strong group of pass- 
catching targets. UAB transfers will have a strong impact on 
offense at quarterback, and with TE Gerald Everett, WR D.J. 
Vinson and OL Cameron Blankenship. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The coaching staff is hoping to 
have a big summer with transfers arriving on offense, the 
defensive line and linebacker. Only two starters return on 
defense, and depth has to be developed for South Alabama 
to be in the hunt for the Sun Belt crown and another bowl 
invitation. 


South Alabama has the deepest and most-talented 
collection of offensive players in the program’s short 
history, according to coach Joey Jones. Transfers, 
most notably from disbanded UAB, are expected to 
play key roles. 

That will certainly be noticed at the position of 
greatest concern — quarterback. 

Cody Clements, who started for UAB last year but 
missed the Jags’ spring practice recovering from an 
injury, is expected to be the starter. He knows coor- 
dinator Bryant Vincent's offense; Vincent was UAB’s 
OC last season. That familiarity will also be noticed at 
tight end, receiver, offensive line and running back, as 
former Blazers should fill roles there, too. 

Up front, the Jags return Chris May and Joseph Scelfo, 
but need to add depth. The Jags are deep at receiver 
(Danny Woodson Il, Tyrone Williams, Marvin Shinn, 
DJ. Vinson) and running back (Terrance Timmons, 
transfer Dami Ayoola, Xavier Johnson, Tyreis Thomas). 

This is expected to be a faster and more fluid of- 
fense. Vincent returned to the Jags — he was the 
team’s former quarterbacks coach before becoming 
coordinator at UAB — in time to coach the team in the 
Camellia Bowl. His knowledge of returning South Ala- 
bama players, as well as the UAB players joining the 
fold, should prove valuable. 


DEFENSE 

South Alabama has only two returning starters, and 
the losses will be most noticeable on the line. Help is also 
needed at linebacker, but that’s not to say there isn’t talent. 

Blake Dees and Demarius Rancifer enjoyed strong 
springs at linebacker, and Tre Alford and Jimmie Gip- 
son III have experience on the line. Roman Buchanan 
is a talented strong safety. He has some experienced 
help in the secondary, though newcomers may also 
have a chance to break into the lineup. 

Coordinator Travis Pearson loves to play an aggres- 
sive, challenging style, and the Jags had success with 
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Record: 6-7 


Sun Belt: 5-3 th) 


ROMAN BUCHANAN 


“We now have enough athletes to where 
it’s going to come down to the mental 
side of it.” 

— Joey Jones 


that plan last year, though they also gave up some big 
plays that hurt in some games. Help is expected to come 
in the form of transfers who will enroll during the summer. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Aleem Sunanon retums at place-kicker, and Brandon 
McKee, who had the best season of any previous South 
Alabama punter, also returns. The better news is there 
is competition. Corliss Waitman redshirted last year and 
will challenge at punter and, perhaps, as place-kicker. 

Newcomers are expected to step into return roles, 
perhaps incoming freshman Jalen Thompson. 


OVERVIEW 
The Jags’ overall athleticism and talent level is at its 
highest point, but the Sun Belt is also getting stronger 
top to bottom, so competing for the league crown will 
be tough. Someone has to step forward at quarterback, 
and players must be found who can play significant 
and quality minutes on the defensive line. A tough 
schedule also awaits with non-conference games 
at Nebraska and San Diego State, as well as a home 
game against NC State. 
— Tommy Hicks 


TOP NEWCOMER 


CB/KR Jalen Thompson: The incoming fresh- 
man is a strong cover corner who has the chance to 
break into the defensive lineup. If nothing else, he is 
expected to have an immediate impact as a kickoff 
and punt returner. 


Stadium: Ladd-Peebles Stadium (40,000) 


QB 7 | Cody Clements 6-2 200 Sr. 
RB 2 | Terrance Timmons 5-7 180 Sr. 
WR 18 | Danny Woodson II* 6-1 200 Sr. 
WR 1 | Tyrone Williams 6-2 200 Jr. 
WR 8 | D.J. Vinson 5-10 200 Sr. 
TE 10 | Braedon Bowman 6-4 220 Sr. 
LT 51 | Daniel Aust 6-2 280 Jr. 
LG 65 | Harrison Louden 6-3 290 So. 
C 66 | Joseph Scelfo* 6-1 300 Jr. 
RG 71 | Cameron Blankenship 6-3 285 Sr. 
RT SS | Chris May® 6-5 280 Sr. 
DEFENSE 

JACK 40 | Jimmie Gipson III 6-0 255 Sr. 
NT 78 | Tre Alford 5-10 295 So. 
DT 29 | Caleb Butler 6-4 250 So. 
DE 52 | Akeem Lewis 6-2 250 Sr. 
LB 49 | Demarius Rancifer 6-4 205 Sr. 
LB 25 | Blake Dees 6-0 245 Sr. 
NB 9S | Jeremy Reaves 5-11 180 So. 
CB 31 | Margo Reed 5-7 165 Sr. 
CB 15 | EJ. May 5-10 180 Sr. 
SS 23 | Roman Buchanan* 6-2 210 Jr. 
FS 14 | Antonio Carter* 5-8 180 Sr. 
SPECIAL TEAMS 

K 97 | Aleem Sunanon* 5-7 170 Jr. 
P 38 | Brandon McKee* 6-1 185 Jr. 
*Returning starters in Bold 


2015 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 5 
Sept. 12 
Sept. 19 
Sept. 26 
Oct. 3 
Oct. 13 
Oct. 24 
Nov. 7 
Nov. 12 
Nov. 21 
Nov. 28 
Dec. 5 


GARDNER-WEBB 

at Nebraska 

at San Diego State 
NC STATE 

at Troy 

ARKANSAS STATE 
at Texas State 
IDAHO 

LOUISIANA 

at Georgia State 

at Georgia Southern 
APPALACHIAN STATE 


2014 RESULTS 


Ww at Kent State 23-13 
L MISSISSIPPI STATE ~ 3-35 
L GEORGIA SOUTHERN 6-28 
Ww at Idaho 34-10 
w at Appalachian State 47-21 
Ww GEORGIA STATE 30-27 
w TROY 27-13 
L at Louisiana 9-19 
L at Arkansas State 10-45 
Ww TEXAS STATE 24-20 
L _—_s at South Carolina 12-37 
L NAVY 40-42 
Camellia Bowl 
L vs. Bowling Green 28-33 
2014 RANKINGS 
OFFENSE PER GAME RANE 
Scoring 22.5 102 
Rushing 173.0 51 
Passing 197.0 94 
Total 376.0 84 
DEFENSE PER GAME RANE 
Scoring 26.4 T-59 
Rushing 186.1 87 
Passing 212.8 40 
Total 398.9 65 
TOMARGIN PER GAME RANE 
-7 - 0.54 T-105 
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TROJANS at a GLANCE 


MOCATWNE Troy, Ala. 

SOACH Neal Brown — At Troy and overall: Ist year 
OFFENSIVE COURDINATORS Kenny Edentield, Matt Moore 
DETENSIVE COORDINATOR Vic Koenning 


LAST BHU: 2010, New Orleans 
RETUSMING STARTERS 16, 8 offense, 6 defense, kicker, 
punter 


tekstas manent er erTeeSTONRCNeTPCTORRCHSTENs 
PLAYERS TO WATCH OB Brandon Silvers, RB Brandon 
Burks, WR Bryan Holmes, WR Jarvis Bentley, C Dalton 
Bennett, NG Lonnie Gosha, BAN Tyler Roberts, DE Jamal 
Stadom, MLB Terris Lewis, S Montres Kitchens 


‘v+stvenrteornesnseeeerorenevssoenseteteetteteeriensseséetsssenenereeeserereorpenesteveesetovetes 
PSEMARY STRENGTRS With Silvers back at quarterback, 
Troy should be able to move the football provided the offen- 
sive line stays healthy and the receiving corps maintains its 
Teliability, Burks and Chunn form a fine tailback duo. Roberts 
and Stadom can get to the passer, Kitchens is one of the top 
safeties in the country. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS The right side of the offensive line 
is unproven and there's little experienced depth behind 

the starters, Although Troy’s top-three tacklers return on 
defense, new faces dot the depth chart at a number of posi- 
tions and the team will rely on youth to supply depth. Lack 
of size may detour the team’s run-stopping ability. 


Sophomore Brandon Silvers returns to lead an of- 
fense that’s looking to rebound following a season in 
which it averaged just 21.8 points per game. Silvers, 
a capable runner in addition to an accurate thrower, 
completed 70.5 percent of his passes for 1,836 yards 
and 11 touchdowns with only three interceptions. 

Joining Silvers in the backfield will be Brandon 
Burks and Jordan Chunn, who combined for 1,089 
rushing yards and nine scores last season. The two 
had excellent springs, according to new head coach 
Neal Brown. Josh Anderson and Nick McLaughlin re- 
turn to anchor the fullback/H-back role. 

Bryan Holmes, K.D, Edenfield, Teddy Ruben and 
Jarvis Bentley give the Trojans a veteran group of 
receivers. Holmes is the team’s top returning pass 
catcher. Bentley is a big target (6-5, 188) who really 
made strides this spring, according to Brown. Tight 
end Tommy Blevins is a good athlete who can fulfill 
a variety of roles. 

Center Dalton Bennett, an All-Sun Belt honorable 
mention selection a year ago, anchors a retooled of- 
fensive line. Left tackle Antonio Garcia has the skill 
set to play at the next level if he continues to improve. 


Veteran coordinator Vic Koenning is responsible 
for reshaping a defense that allowed 454 yards and 
36.2 points per game last season. 

Koenning, in his second stint at Troy — he ran the 
Trojans’ D from 2003-04 — has overseen some big 
turnarounds in his career, but this may be his biggest 
challenge, considering the Trojans’ lack of talent, size 
and significant depth at a number of positions. 

Improving the team’s run defense should be the top 
priority. 

Although Bandit end Tyler Roberts, who led the 
team with five sacks, and Jamal Stadom (4.5 sacks), 
can get to the passer, they will need to hold up bet- 
ter against the run so Troy can get teams behind the 
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AES Oe 


BRANDON SILVERS 


“Experienced depth is our No. 1 issue at 
& number of positions, so some young 
guys are going to have to play.” 

— Coach Neal Brown 


chains on early downs. 

Veteran nose guard Lonnie Gosha and improving tack- 
le Garrett Peek must also up their play in order for Troy to 
hold up against the formidable running teams (Georgia 
Southern, Louisiana, etc, in the Sun Belt. The same is true 
at linebacker, which features two junior college signees 
— William Lloyd and Justin Lucas — and veterans Terris 
Lewis, Mitchell Roland and Daniel Warren. 

First-team all-conference safety Montres Kitchens 
anchors a secondary that’s still solidifying. Kitchens 
led the Sun Belt in interceptions (six) in 2014 and was 
the team’s top tackler (88). 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Ryan Kay will be the punter, but he and Jed Solo- 
mon are in an ongoing battle to determine who will 
handle the team’s kicking duties. Solomon will also 
handle kickoffs. Teddy Rubin and Bryan Holmes are 
candidates in the return game. 


Troy’s offense has the potential to be better than it 
was a year ago if the offensive line can hold up, but 
the defense will have to make a big leap if the Trojans 
want to bounce back from a dismal season. 

— Matt Lowe 


TOP NEWCOMER 


LB William Lloyd: Helped lead East Mississippi 
Community College to back-to-back NJCAA national 
titles in 2013 and 2014 as the leader of a stingy 
defense. Had a great spring and should contribute 
immediately at a position of need. 


Sept. 5 
Sept. 12 
Sept. 19 
Oct. 3 
Oct. 10 
Oct. 17 
Oct. 24 
Oct. 31 
Nov. 7 
Nov. 14 
Nov. 27 
Dec5 


OFFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


TO MARGIN 
+4 


2015 PROJECTED STARTERS 


Brandon Silvers* 


2015 SCHEDULE 


2014 RESULTS 


2014 RANKINGS 


RB 32 | Brandon Burks* 5-9 201 Sr. 
WR 7 | Teddy Ruben* 5-7 156 Sr. 
WR 13 | KD. Edenfield® 6-0 194 Sr. 
WR 18 | Bryan Holmes* 5-10 174 Sr. 
TE 88 | Tommy Blevins 6-4 240 Sr. 
LT 53 | Antonio Garcia® 6-7 295 Jr. 
LG 71 | Luke Lawrence 6-3 309 Jr. 
C 68 | Dalton Bennett* 6-3 301 Sr. 
RG 62 | Johnathan Boring 6-5 306 Jr. 
RT 74 | David Gross 6-5 308 Jr. 
DE 30 | Jamal Stadom* 6-2 241 So. 
DT 92 | Garrett Peek 6-3 292 Jr. 
NT 88 | Lonnie Gosha’ 6-3 306 Sr. 
BAN 44 | Tyler Roberts* 6-2 230 Sr. 
LB 23 | William Lloyd 6-0 209 Jr. 
LB 20 } Terris Lewis 6-2 237 Jr. 
NB 9 | Darrin Reddick 6-0 200 Sr. 
CB 22 | Jalen Rountree 5-11 159 Jr. 
CB 3 |} LaMarcus Farmer 6-0 167 Sr. 
SS 15 | JaQuadrian Lewis* 6-1 187 Jr. 
FS 1 | Montres Kitchens’ 6-0 180 Sr. 
SPECIAL TEAMS 

K 99 | Ryan Kay* 6-2 203 Jr. 
P 99 | Ryan Kay* 6-2 203 Jr, 
*Returning starters in Bold 


at NC State 


CHARLESTON SOUTHERN 


at Wisconsin 

SOUTH ALABAMA 

at Mississippi State 
IDAHO 

at New Mexico State 
at Appalachian State 
ULM 

GEORGIA SOUTHERN 
at Georgia State 

at Louisiana 


L at UAB 10-48 
L DUKE 17-34 
L ABILENE CHRISTIAN 35-38 
L at Georgia 0-66 
L at ULM 20-22 
Ww NEW MEXICO STATE 41-24 
L APPALACHIAN STATE 14-53 
L at South Alabama 13-27 
L at Georgia Southern 10-42 
Ww GEORGIA STATE 45-21 
Ww at Idaho 34-17 
L LOUISIANA 23-42 


PER GAME RANK 
218 105 
164.5 58 
198.8 91 
363.3 100 

PER GAME RANK 
36.2 ill 
246.1 118 
207.9 35 
454.0 107 

PER GAME RANK 
+0.33 T-40 
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AAC rank: 1 Record: 10-3 


TIGERS at a GLANCE 


LOCATION: Memphis, Tenn. 

COACH: Justin Fuente — At Memphis and overall: 17-20, 
3 years 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Darrell Dickey 

DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Galen Scott 


LAST LEAGUE TITLE: 2014, tri-champs 

LAST TIME DIDN'T GO BOWLING: 2013 

RETURNING STARTERS: 12; 7 offense, 3 defense, kicker, 
punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: QB Paxton Lynch, RB Doroland 
Dorceus, WR Anthony Miller, WR/RB Sam Craft, TE Alan 


Cross, DE Emest Suttles, LB Jackson Dillon, DB Reggis Ball 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: An offense that was one of the best 
in the AAC returns Lynch, Dorceus, Craft and running back 
Jarvis Cooper. It’s a solid group that should put points on 
the board while a revamped defense matures. New defensive 
coordinator Galen Scott will have a talented, but young, 
group to mold, led by linebacker Jackson Dillon. 
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The Tigers must replace key play- 
ers on defense up front (Terry Redden and Martin Ifedi), at 
linebacker (Charles Harris and Tank Jakes) and in the sec- 
ondary (Bobby McCain and Andrew Gaines). If the replace- 
ments struggle in starting roles and/or if durable QB Lynch 
is sidelined by injury, the Tigers will have a difficult time 
repeating last year’s success. 


Entering a season in which a majority of starters 
were lost on defense, the Memphis offense will have to 
carry the load. With junior quarterback Paxton Lynch 
beginning his third season as the starter, the offense 
should be able to handle the responsibility. 

Lynch directed the Tigers to a 10-win season and 
their first conference championship in 43 years by 
developing into the type of quarterback coach Justin 
Fuente is known for developing (see, Andy Dalton). 
Lynch, an effective runner, may become even more 
capable if he adds some weight during the offseason. 

The offense was productive last season despite los- 
ing its top back, Doroland Dorceus, early in the season 
toa knee injury. Dorceus, a powerful, between-the-tack- 
les runner, possesses a burst. He did not participate in 
spring workouts, but should be available in August. 
Power back Jarvis Cooper, a deceptively fast 250-pound 
runner, provides a strong complement to Dorceus. 

Several young receivers — including Roderick Proc- 
tor and Phil Mayhue — contributed during their fresh- 
man seasons and should become more involved in the 
offense. Sophomore Anthony Miller, who missed last 
season with a knee injury, earned a starting nod at out- 
side receiver in the spring. 


DEFENSE 

Fuente, entering his fourth season at Memphis, will 
field his most inexperienced defense. Oh, and he lost co- 
ordinator Barry Odom to Missouri, Odom’s alma mater. 

Fuente replaced Odom with linebackers coach 
Galen Scott, who served as the Tigers’ defensive coor- 
dinator in 2011 under the previous head coach. Scott's 
linebackers will be mostly first-year starters, but they 
should step in seamlessly. 

Wynton McManis started the first five games of last 
season before being sidelined by injury. The key loss 
was weakside linebacker Tank Jakes, the American 
Athletic Conference's co-Defensive Player of the Year, 
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MEMPHIS | TIGERS 


AAC record: 


\ 


PAXTON LYNCH 


“We have a long way to go... but we’ve 
got a willing group that’s going to do 
the work.” 

— Justin Fuente 


but junior outside linebacker Jackson Dillon should 
give the U of M another such candidate. 

Ernest Suttles, a former Nebraska signee, and 
Latarius Brady shared starts at one defensive end spot 
last season, but should both start. 

The big losses in the secondary were at cornerback, 
but juniors Dontrell Nelson and Chauncey Lanier 
had strong springs. Free safety Reggis Ball is the lone 
returning starter in the defensive backfield. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

There is not a better place-kicker in the conference 
than junior Jake Elliott, who boomed a 54-yarder in 
a 55-48 bowl win over BYU to send the game into a 
second overtime. Sophomore punter Spencer Smith 
earned second-team all-conference honors in his 
rookie season. 


OVERVIEW 
After a 10-3 season and winning a share of the AAC 
title, the Tigers are poised to repeat. First they'll have 
to win the West Division — the AAC splits into two 
six-team divisions with the addition of Navy — and 
that’s a strong possibility behind a potent offense. The 
offense should allow the defense to develop into what 
should be a solid unit by midseason. 
— Phil Stukenborg 


TOP NEWCOMER 


WR Anthony Miller: The redshirt sophomore sat 
out last year with an injury, but impressed the coach- 
ing staff in the spring and had a solid outing in the 
spring game. Miller played himself into a starting role 
and will give Paxton Lynch another strong option. 


QB 12 | Paxton Lynch® 6-7 230 Jr. 
RB 22 | Doroland Dorceus 5-10 205 So. 
WR 3 | Anthony Miller 5-11 190 So. 
WR 11 | Sam Craft* 6-0 210 Jr. 
WR 5 | Mose Frazier* 5-11 185 Sr. 
TE 40 | Alan Cross* 6-1 245 Sr. 
LT 77 | Taylor Fallin® 6-6 325 Sr. 
LG 63 | Tyler Uselton® 6-3 310 Sr. 
© 71 | Gabe Kuhn* 6-4 290 So. 
RG 64 | Zach Collins 6-4 285 So. 
RT 74 | Ryan Mack 6-5 305 Sr. 
DEFENSE 
DE 14 |} Latarius Brady 6-2 275 Jr. 
NT 58 | Donald Pennington 6-2 295 Jr. 
DT 48 | Ernest Suttles* 6-5 250 So. 
LB 34 | Jackson Dillon® 6-6 230 Jr. 
LB 16 | Wynton McManis 6-1 225 Sr. 
LB 53 | Leonard Pegues 5-11 240 Sr. 
LB 45 | Noah Robinson 6-4 235 So. 
CB 10 | Dontrell Nelson 6-1 170 Jr. 
CB i2 | Chauncey Lanier 5-10 183 Jr. 
SS 39 | Reggis Ball* 5-11 210 Sr. 
FS 32 ! DaShaughn Terry 6-0 180 Jr. 
SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 46 | Jake Elliott 5-10 165 Jr. 
P 36 | Spencer Smith’ 6-1 175 So. 
*Returning starters in Bold 
2015 SCHEDULE 
Sept. 5 MISSOURI STATE 
Sept. 12 at Kansas 
Sept. 19 at Bowling Green 
Sept. 24 CINCINNATI 
Oct. 2 at South Florida 
Oct. 17 OLE MISS 
Oct. 23 at Tulsa 
Oct. 31 TULANE 
Nov. 7 NAVY 
Nov. 14 at Houston 
Nov. 21 at Temple 
Nov. 28 SMU 
2014 RESULTS 
Ww AUSTIN PEAY 63-0 
L at UCLA 35-42 
Ww MIDDLE TENNESSEE 36-17 
L at Ole Miss 3-24 
Ww at Cincinnati 41-14 
L HOUSTON 24-28 
Ww at SMU 48-10 
w TULSA 40-20 
Ww at Temple 16-13 
Ww at Tulane 38-7 
w SOUTH FLORIDA 31-20 
w CONNECTICUT 41-10 
Miami Beach Bowl 
Ww vs. BYU 55-48 (20T) 
2014 RANKINGS 
OFFENSE PER GAME RANK 
Scoring 36.2 21 
Rushing 190.5 38 
Passing 236.6 56 
Total 427.1 46 
DEFENSE PER GAME RANE 
Scoring 19.5 ll 
Rushing 1215 19 
Passing 228.0 62 
Total 349.5 27 
TO MARGIN PER GAME RANK 
+11 +0.85 T-il 


Lindy’s Sports Annuals 211 


- SOUTH FLORIDA | BULLS 


Stadium: Raymond James |65,857) 


AAC rank: 7 


BULLS at a GLANCE 


LOCATION: Tampa, Florida 

COACH: Willie Taggart — At USF: 6-18, 2 years; overall: 
22-38, 5 years 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS: Danny Hope, David Reaves 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Tom Allen 
saataeunesernsoyeneenioreaneteuancennensesevtes test ivprertteyrereerevorirensnepnnasaeeeiessis 
LAST LEAGUE TITLE: None 

LAST BOWL: 2010, Meineke Car Care 

RETURNING STARTERS: 11; 4 offense, 6 defense, punter 


oor ee ereserneearanssenseesiens tes; ars eevee cS yissioseneeNStieerenr 
PLAYERS TO WATCH: QB Quinton Flowers, RB Marlon Mack, 


TE Sean Price, LB Auggie Sanchez, LB Nigel Harris, 
DB Jamie Byrd, CB Johnny Ward, SS Nate Godwin 


someonyeneeeyrepestreneveveeiresranevrsunissneetstaeenevenssereenserstasatisasnssoesnerventserrer 
PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The Bulls seemed to have adapted 
to the new 4-2-5 defensive scheme in the spring and have 
enough defensive backs to handle the switch. Mack was 

a 1,000-yard rusher as a freshman, and RB Darius Tice is 

a solid backup. Tight end is in good hands as well. 
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The offensive line returns only two 
players with starting experience, and three of the top four 
Taceivers are gone. Flowers got one start last year, but was 
only 8 of 20 passing in five appearances. Half of the front- 
six starters on defense are gone. 


OFFENSE 

Junior Mike White, who started 15 games for USF in 
the past two seasons, decided to transfer after a three- 
way spring competition at quarterback with senior 
Steven Bench and sophomore Quinton Flowers. The 
job of running the new up-tempo attack likely will fall 
to Flowers. 

He burned his redshirt at midseason last year when 
the Bulls had problems at the spot. Flowers made five 
appearances with one start, completing 6 of 15 passes 
for 105 yards against SMU in one of USF's four wins. 

The Bulls are set at running back with Marlon Mack, 
who rushed for 1,041 yards in 2014, the third-highest 
total by a Bulls back and most-ever by a true freshman. 
Darius Tice also returns to give Mack some relief. 

The concerns are at wide receiver and the offensive 
line. 

Junior Rodney Adams (23 catches, 323 yards) had 
three starts in 10 appearances last year and has the 
most experience among the wideouts. Kentucky 
transfer A.J. Legree and sophomore Ryeshene Bron- 
son (one start in 2014, but only three catches), along 
with veteran tight end Sean Price (14-207), will have 
to carry a big load. 


DEFENSE 

The Bulls have abandoned the 3-4 base and gone 
to a 4-2-5 scheme under new coordinator Tom Allen, 
who comes to Tampa after coaching linebackers and 
coordinating special teams at Ole Miss. 

The switch will take advantage of the experience the 
Bulls have in the secondary, where four starters return 
— senior Jamie Byrd, now playing the “Husky” position 
after starting 12 games at safety, juniors Johnny Ward 
and Nate Godwin, and sophomore Devin Abraham. 
Byrd led the Bulls in tackles last year with gs. 

Sophomore Lamar Robbins, who started five of the 
last six games, could push Abraham out of a starting 
corner spot. Sophomore Tajee Fullwood, who started 
the last three games, has the job at safety going into 
the fall. 


The Bulls have only two linebackers, and both are 
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Record 4-6 


5 (7th) 


MARLON MACK 


“I’m very excited about this football 
team.” 
— Coach Willie Taggart 


returning starters. Junior Nigel Harris led the team 
in tackles for loss with 10.5 last year, and sophomore 
Auggie Sanchez was No. 4 in tackles (66) after moving 
from fullback. Senior Tashon Whitehurst (four starts 
in 2014) figures to play a prominent part in the rota- 
tion after a strong finish to the spring. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Senior Mattias Ciabatti was the top punter in the 
AAC last year. His 44.5-yard average earned frst team 
all-conference honors. He returns, but the Bulls lose 
a key weapon with the departure of kicker Marvin 
Kloss (13 of 17 field goal attempts). Sophomore Emilio 
Nadelman looks to take over. 


OVERVIEW 
The key to the season will be for the offense to do 
enough to take some of the pressure off what could be 
an effective defense. Any success might have to come 
after an early hole; three of the Bulls’ first four games 
are against Florida State, Maryland and Memphis. 
— Paul Borden 


TOP NEWCOMER 


WR A.J. Legree: A transfer from Kentucky who 
sat out last season, Legree will be in the rotation at 
wideout. He had 19 receptions in 24 games for the 


Wildcats and was first-team Class 3A all-state in his 
senior year in high school at Fort White, Florida. He 
also was a state champion high jumper with a leap 
of 6-10. 


QB 9 | Quinton Flowers 6-0 217 So. 
FB 47 | Kennard Swanson 6-0 253 So. 
RB 5 | Marlon Mack* 6-0 195 So. 
WR 87 | Rodney Adams 6-1 190 Jr. 
WR 81 | Ryeshene Bronson 6-3 187 So. 
TE 12 | Sean Price® 6-3 250 Sr. 
LT 75 Kofi Amichia 6-4 290 Jr. 
LG 64 | Thor Jozwiak 6-4 321 Sr. 
C 74 | Cameron Ruff 6-3 313 So. 
RG 66 | BrynjarGudmundsson® 6-4 305 Sr. 
RT 71 | Mak Djulbegovic 6-5 293 Sr. 
DE 91 | Eric Lee® 6-3 248 Sr. 
DT 90 | James Hamilton 6-2 312 Sr. 
DT 10 | Deadrin Senat 6-1 300 So. 
DE 55 | Zack Bullock 6-3 233 Sr. 
LB 43 | Auggie Sanchez’ 6-2 241 So. 
LB 57 | Nigel Harris* 6-0 220 Jr. 
DB 2 | Jamie Byrd® 5-11 184 Sr. 
CB 6 | Lamar Robbins 6-2 200 Jr. 
CB 24 | Johnny Ward* 6-0 178 Jr. 
SS 36 | Nate Godwin’ §-10 202 Jr. 
FS 13 | Tajee Fullwood 6-2 209 So. 
SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 35 | Emilio Nadelman 5-6 173 So. 
P 49 | Mattias Ciabatti* 6-0 188 Sr. 
“Returning starters in Bold 

2015 SCHEDULE 
Sept. 5 FLORIDA A&M 
Sept. 12 at Florida State 
Sept. 19 at Maryland 
Oct. 2 MEMPHIS 
Oct. 10 SYRACUSE 
Oct. 17 at Connecticut 
Oct. 24 SMU 
Oct. 31 at Navy 
Nov. 7 at East Carolina 
Nov. 14 at Temple 
Nov. 20 CINCINNATI 
Nov. 27 at UCF 

2014 RESULTS 
Ww WESTERN CAROLINA 36-31 
L MARYLAND 17-24 
L NC STATE 17-49 
Ww CONNECTICUT 17-14 
L at Wisconsin 10-27 
L EAST CAROLINA 17-28 
w at Tulsa 38-30 
L at Cincinnati 17-34 
L HOUSTON 3-27 
Ww at SMU 14-13 
L at Memphis 20-31 
L UCF 0-16 

2014 RANKINGS 
OFFENSE PER GAME RANK 
Scoring 17.2 116 
Rushing 107.9 114 
Passing 196.8 95 
Total 304.7 118 
DEFENSE PER GAME RANK 
Scoring 27.0 T-65 
Rushing 182.9 83 
Passing 219.8 51 
Total 402.8 69 
TOMARGIN PERGAME RANK 
+0 +0.0 T-59 
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AAC rank: 8 


GREEN WAVE at a GLANCE 


LOCATION: New Orleans 

COACH: Curtis Johnson — At Tulane and overall: 12-25, 
3 years 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Eric Price 

DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: Lionel Washington, Jason 
Rollins 
cocemesevewesurtrseereveveneseosanismnrsmaistonseniroenveitpisttetseleisietteeieserunnnerae ere? 
LAST LEAGUE TITLE: 1998, Conference USA 

LAST BOWL: 2013, New Orleans 

RETURNING STARTERS: 18; 9 offense, 7 defense, kicker, 
punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: QB Tanner Lee, RB Sherman Badie, 
C Nathan Shienle, DE Royce LaFrance, LB Nico Marley, 
NB Jarrod Franklin, CB Parry Nickerson, S Darion Monroe 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Badie has breakaway speed and 
scored on several long runs last season, including one of 90. 
He combos with power runner Lazedrick Thompson for 

a one-two punch behind an experienced line. The Green 
Wave's secondary is the most talented unit on the team 
despite losing two key players (one to graduation and one 
to the NFL Draft). 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: QB Tanner Lee threw more inter- 
ceptions last season (14) than touchdowns (12). Without the 
threat of a passing game, Tulane will be facing loaded boxes 
and an uphill battle for first downs and touchdowns. 


OFFENSE 

The Green Wave’s rushing offense made big gains 
in 2014. It finished with 145.5 yards per game and 
climbed out of the very bottom of the NCAA statistics 
to rank gist in the category. 

What didn’t improve was the passing game and 
scoring. 

The key players haven’t changed — so it’s up to 
the same old guys to try to improve upon the results. 
Quarterback Tanner Lee will have to be more effec- 
tive and throw more touchdown passes than intercep- 
tions this time around. Last season, he had 12 scoring 
passes and was picked off 14 times. 

Coach Curtis Johnson insists that an improved of- 
fense with more tight end packages will take some 
pressure off Lee and allow the passing game to come 
along. 

Sherman Badie will lead the running game. He 
rushed 121 times for a team-best 688 yards last season, 
despite being slowed near the end by an ankle injury. 
Tight end Charles Jones II, who had 21 catches as 
a true freshman last season, will have a bigger role. 


DEFENSE 

Tulane’s secondary has been its calling card in the 
past few years. 

Cornerback Parry Nickerson made six intercep- 
tions in his debut as a redshirt freshman. He returns, 
although 2014 counterpart Lorenzo Doss declared 
early for the NFL Draft. Richard Allen, a seldom-used 
junior, will replace Doss and create some intrigue in 
the defensive backfield. 

Tulane returns a strong player in senior safety Dar- 
ion Monroe, but lost defensive signal-caller Sam Sco- 
field to graduation. Monroe had 73 tackles last season 
and will be joined by Leonard Davis, who platooned 
some in 2014 but will be the every-game starter at 
strong safety in 2015. 

Nickel back Jarrod Franklin was a big playmaker 
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TULANE | GREEN WAVE 


AAC record: 2-6 th) 


SHERMAN BADIE 


Photo by Dennis Hut 


“We are moving the ball pretty good — I know 
how much they struggled last year.” 
— Coach Curtis Johnson. 


before going down with a knee injury a year ago. He 
returned this spring to much fanfare in practice. De- 
fensive end Royce LaFrance and linebacker Nico Mar- 
ley are proven starters at their positions and should 
mentor less-experienced players in their units this fall. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

This remains Tulane’s biggest headache. In his 
freshman season, Andrew DiRocco made only 8 of 15 
field-goal attempts, missed two extra points and even 
committed a false-start penalty on a PAT. He was 6 of 
11 from between 20 and 39 yards. 

DiRocco did stabilize as the season went on, but he 
didn’t have a good spring. Expect a hot fall camp com- 
petition for the place-kicking job between DiRocco, 
baseball player walk-on Trevor Simms and incoming 
freshman Zachary Block. 


OVERVIEW 
The team returns for its second season in the 
American Athletic Conference, hoping to excel in the 
league’s new 12-team, two-division format. The Green 
Wave lost some momentum with fans after a losing 
season in its first year in the $73 million-plus Yulman 
Stadium in 2014. Tulane will have to see vast improve- 
ment on offense to have hopes of returning to a bowl. 
— Tammy Nunez 


TOP NEWCOMER 


K Zachary Block: Coach Curtis Johnson wasn’t 
happy with either incumbent kicker in spring. That 
gives Block a chance to make a big impact. 

The goal: Just consistently make field goals inside 
of 40 yards. 


QB 12 | Tanner Lee* 6-4 220 So. 
FB 33 | Lazedrick Thompson 6-1 217 Jr. 
RB 3 | Sherman Badie* 6-0 195 So. 
WR 19 | Terren Encalade® 6-0 185 So. 
WR § | Teddy Veal* 5-11 185 So. 
TE 84 | Charles Jones Ii* 6-3 235 So, 
LT 68 | Arturo Uzdavinis® 6-7 300 Sr. 
LG 61 | Colton Hanson* 6-5 315 Jr. 
C 66 | Nathan Shienle* 6-5 300 Jr. 
RG 75 Chris Taylor*® 6-2 310 Jr. 
RT 79 | Kenneth Santa Marina 6-6 305 So. 
DEFENSE 
DE 48 | Royce LaFrance* 6-4 265 Sr. 
DT 77 | Tanzel Smart* 6-1 303 Jr. 
DT 94 | Sean Wilson® 6-4 265 So. 
DE 92 | Daren Williams 6-4 235 So, 
NB 34 | Jarrod Franklin 5-11 196 So. 
LB 52 | Eric Thomas 5-10 227 Jr. 
LB 20 | Nico Marley* 5-8 200 Jr. 
CB 17 | Parry Nickerson* 5-11 179 So. 
CB 23 | Richard Allen 5-9 178 Jr. 
Ss 2 | Darion Monroe* 5-11 197 Sr. 
S 10 | Leonard Davis 6-0 198 Jr. 
SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 28 | Andrew DiRocco® 6-1 180 So. 
P 31 | Peter Picerelli® 6-1 190 Sr. 
*Returning starters in Bold 

2015 SCHEDULE 
Sept. 3 DUKE 
Sept. 12 at Georgia Tech 
Sept. 19 MAINE 
Oct. 3 UCF 
Oct. 10 at Temple 
Oct. 16 HOUSTON 
Oct. 24 at Navy 
Oct. 31 at Memphis 
Nov. 7 CONNECTICUT 
Nov. 14 at Army 
Nov. 21 at SMU 
Nov. 28 TULSA 

2014 RESULTS 
L at Tulsa 31-38 (2 OT) 
L GEORGIA TECH 21-38 
W SOUTHEASTERN LOUISIANA 35-20 
L at Duke 13-47 
L at Rutgers 6-31 
Ww CONNECTICUT 12-3 
L at UCF 13-20 
L CINCINNATI 14-38 
Ww at Houston 31-24 
L MEMPHIS 7-38 
L at East Carolina 6-34 
L TEMPLE 3-10 

2014 RANKINGS 
OFFENSE PER GAME RANK 
Scoring 16.0 121 
Rushing 145.5 91 
Passing 201.3 85 
Total 346.8 107 
DEFENSE PER GAME RANK 
Scoring 28.4 79 
Rushing 157.9 50 
Passing 229.9 67 
Total 387.8 55 
TOMARGIN PERGAME RANK 
+3 +25 T-45 
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AAC rank: 3 Record: 9-4 overall 


KNIGHTS at a GLANCE 


LOCATION; Orlando, Fla. 

COACH: George O'Leary — At UCF: 81-60, 11 years; 
overall: 133-93, 19 years 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Brent Key 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Chuck Bresnahan 


RETURNING STARTERS: 10; 5 offense, 4 defense, punter 
LAST LEAGUE TITLE; 2014, AAC co-champs 

LAST TIME DIDN'T GO BOWLING: 2011 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: QB Justin Holman, RB William 
Stanback, WR Jordan Akins, DE Thomas Niles, DE Demetris 
Anderson, LB Chequan Burkett, LB Errol Clarke 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The Knights are deep at quarter- 
back and running back, and they will be operating behind 
an offensive line that has starting experience at each spot. 
Pressuring the passer looks to be the strength of the defense 
with the return of Niles and Anderson. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Newcomers are going to have to 
Step up at wide receiver to keep opponents from stacking 
their defense against the run. The entire secondary also 
must be replaced. The Knights have a freshman kicker, 
and punter Caleb Houston averaged less than 39 yards per 
attempt last year. 


OFFENSE 


The return of quarterback Justin Holman and run- 
ning backs William Stanback and Dontravious Wil- 
son, along with a veteran offensive line, gives UCF’s 
offense the chance for more success in 2015. 

The Knights averaged 128.3 rushing yards per game 
last year, one of the worst marks in the country, and a 
good part of that was because Stanback and Wilson 
found themselves having to avoid potential tacklers 
in the backfield before they had an opportunity to get 
started. 

With full-time returning starters Tarik Cook, Joey 
Grant, and Chavis Dickey in the middle of the line, 
flanked by tackles Aaron Evans and Chester Brown, 
who also logged starts in 2014, that should change. 

Stanback overcame some early injury issues to rush 
for 697 yards in 10 games, and Wilson ran for 347. Ju- 
nior Micah Reed started two times in 11 appearances 
and ran for 223 yards. 

Holman, who took over in the second half of the 
opener and started every game thereafter, ended up 
throwing for 227 yards per game with 23 touchdown 
passes. He needs to cut back on his interceptions after 
throwing 14 picks in 392 attempts. 

It doesn’t help that the Knights lose their top four 
pass catchers, Sophomore Jordan Akins, who logged 
five starts, is the leading retumer at wideout (12 recep- 
tions for 135 yards). Freshman Tre’Quan Smith was 
impressive in the spring. 


DEFENSE 

New coordinator Chuck Bresnahan has several 
holes to plug with the loss of the top five tacklers and 
the entire secondary. 

The ability to mount a solid pass rush looks to be 
the defense’s strength. End Thomas Niles had a team- 
high 7.5 sacks among his 49 tackles, and tackle Deme- 
tris Anderson, one of four returning starters along 
with Niles, end Luke Adams, and linebacker Chequan 
Burkett, was credited with 3.5. 

In addition to Burkett (40 tackles) at linebacker, 
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UCF | KNIGHTS 


AAC: 7-1 (T-Ist) 


|. & a 
JUSTIN HOLMAN 


Photo by Mark 


‘erof-USA rt 


“We'll be a very solid football team 
when we put all the nuts and bolts 
together and everything else.” 

— Coach George O’Leary 


junior Errol Clarke had four starts after transferring 
from junior college and finished with 30 tackles. 

The Knights will look to youngsters to build their 
secondary. Two redshirt freshmen, cornerback Chris 
Williams and safety Tre Neal, earned potential start- 
ing roles in the spring, and a third, Kyle Gibson, looks 
to be in the rotation. Junior cornerback Shaquill 
Griffin has three career starts. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Punter Caleb Houston returns for his third season 
after averaging just under 39 yards per attempt last 
year. Of his 54 attempts, 17 were downed inside the 
opponent's 20-yard line. Redshirt freshman Matthew 
Wright is slated to take over for departed Shawn 
Moffitt, who was 17 of 23 on fieldgoal attempts last 
season. 


OVERVIEW 
The Knights are 15-1 in conference play the last 
two years combined, but the run of success looks 
to be in jeopardy unless newcomers step up on de- 
fense. The offense figures to be better running the 
football, but the loss of big-play receiver Breshad 
Perriman leaves a big void in the receiving corps. 
— Paul Borden 


TOP NEWCOMER 


WR Tre’Quan Smith: Smith earned a starting spot 
with his play in the spring. Out of Village Academy 

in Delray Beach, Fla., he recorded 71 receptions for 
1,760 yards his last two years in high school. He also 
rushed for 429 yards as a senior and had 10 intercep- 
tions in his last two seasons playing in the secondary. 


Justin Holman® 


RB 28 | William Stanback* 6-1 225 Jr. 
HB 39 | Joseph Puopolo 5-10 242 Sr. 
WR 88 | Jordan Akins 6-3 237 So. 
WR 80 | Tre’Quan Smith 6-1 180 Fr. 
TE 85 | Kevin Miller 6-4 255 Sr. 
LT 66 | Aaron Evans 6-5 290 So. 
LG 61 | Tarik Cook® 6-2 291 Sr. 
C 55 | Joey Grant® 6-3 286 Sr. 
RG 79 | Chavis Dickey’ 6-4 300 So. 
RT 71 | Chester Brown 6-5 317 Jr. 
DEFENSE 

DE 69 | Thomas Niles* 6-2 270 Sr. 
DT 94 | Demetris Anderson’ 6-2 299 Sr. 
DT SO | Lance McDowdell 6-4 310 Sr. 
DE 92 | Luke Adams* 6-4 260 Jr. 
LB SO | Domenic Spencer 5-10 229 Sr. 
LB 40 Chequan Burkett* 6-2 218 So. 
LB 51 | Errol Clarke 6-1 240 Jr. 
CB 31 | Chris Williams 6-0 180 Fr. 
CB 10 | Shaquill Griffin 6-1 192 Jr. 
S 46 | Jordan Franks 6-3 225 So, 
S 33 | Tre Neal 6-1 185 Fr. 
SPECIAL TEAMS 

K 49 | Matthew Wright 6-1 170 Fr. 
P 36 | Caleb Houston® 6-1 200 Jr. 


*Returning starters in Bold 
2015 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 3 FIU 
Sept. 12 at Stanford 
Sept. 19 FURMAN 
Sept. 26 at South Carolina 
Oct. 3 at Tulane 
Oct. 10 CONNECTICUT 
Oct. 17 at Temple 
Oct. 24 HOUSTON 
Oct. 31 at Cincinnati 
Nov. 7 at Tulsa 
Nov. 19 EAST CAROLINA 
Nov. 27 SOUTH FLORIDA 


2014 RESULTS 


Lvs. Penn State (Dublin, Ireland) 24-26 
L at Missouri 10-38 
W BETHUNE-COOKMAN 41-7 
Ww at Houston 17-12 
w BYU (OT) 31-24 
Ww TULANE 20-13 
Ww TEMPLE 34-14 
L at Connecticut 29-37 
w TULSA 31-7 
w SMU 53-7 
Ww. at South Florida 16-0 
Ww at East Carolina 32-30 
St. Petersburg Bowl 
L vs. NC State 27-34 


2014 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PER GAME RANK 
Scoring 28.9 69 
Rushing 128.3 103 
Passing 235.3 58 
Total 363.6 99 
DEFENSE PER GAME RANK 
Scoring 19.2 9 
Rushing 104.3 6 
Passing 194.2 21 
Total 298.5 5 
TOMARGIN PERGAME RANK 
=1 -O.1 T-66 
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MD SHERRI GRAVES SMITH 


Smith's home. 

“When I was 3 years old, my family 
moved from Panama City to my parents’ 
hometown of Tuscumbia, Ala.,” Sherri 
remembered. “Saturdays were special days when 
I was growing up. We watched football games 
as an entire family. My mother made snacks 
and tailgate food and we enjoyed each other's 
company. That togetherness made me a fan.” 

“Of course, living in north Alabama 
influenced my love of college sports. You 
cannot escape the big rivalry between Alabama 
and Auburn.” 

As a young girl, Sherri could not have 
known how her love of college sports would 
so profoundly impact her life as an adult. She 
graduated from the University of Alabama and 
was moving up in a successful business career. 

“T was only 36 years old, an attorney 
with the Coca-Cola Company and I was being 
considered for a position in Vienna, Austria,” 
she said. “My stomach had been bothering me, 
so I went to the doctor for a check-up. I was 
informed that I had cancer. There was no family 
history. I was in absolute and utter disbelief.” 

It was Stage IV colorectal cancer. 

It was 2007 and she started with 
chemotherapy and radiation treatments at 
Atlanta Cancer Care. Her fast track career 
path had been slowed down. Her life had been 
thrown a detour. 

“T had 30 days of chemo and radiation,” she 
recalled. “I had two surgeries, including one to 
remove the tumor, Then, I had six months of 
chemo where I would infuse every two weeks 
at the cancer center.” 

While undergoing that treatment, lifelong 
friend, Chuck Smith, was one of her primary 
caregivers. That relationship blossomed and 
they were married one year to the day after her 
cancer diagnosis. After a honeymoon, Sherri 
went back to her job, but shortly after returning, 
she found out that the cancer had spread to both 
lungs. Even more severe treatment started. 

“T went to the center every two weeks and 
wore a chemo pump for 46 hours,” she said. 
“That was too difficult. I would end up in the 
emergency room or hospital each time that 
I had chemo, so the doctor changed the regimen 
— chemo every Monday and chemo pills for four 
days. I did that for a little over four years.” 


aturdays were special in Sherri Graves 
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EPING 
AITH 


BY LYN SCARBROUGH 


It was during that time when Sherri’s love for 
college football impacted her new life in a way 
that she could never have imagined. And, it was 
a horrible, illegal act that made it happen. 

Aubum is Alabama’s biggest rival and 
those teams usually compete for conference 
and national titles. Rolling Toomer's Corner, 
the throwing of toilet paper into tall oaks in 
the center of town, is an Auburn tradition 
after significant wins. The Tigers defeated 
the Crimson Tide in 2010 and were national 
champions. One renegade Bama fan didn’t take 
that well. He administered a lethal dose of 
poison to the ancient trees. 

“I was mortified and embarrassed,” Sherri 
said, “When I was a little girl, my father 
talked to me about being dignified, handling 
disappointments with class, and taking the 
high road. So when the poisoning happened, 

I was disappointed and hurt. 

“T was a few years into treatments for Stage IV 
cancer then, fighting for my life on a daily basis. 
That deeply impacted the way I look at things. 
Traditions and memories are important. Life is 
fleeting and moments should be cherished. 

“I was disturbed about the example it set for 
children. I wanted to find a way to teach good 
sportsmanship and manners without being 
heavy-handed. So, I thought about what if 
a team mascot takes a child on a game day 
and teaches those things.” 

Sherri decided to produce children’s books 
with that theme, starting with Alabama, 
Auburn, Georgia and Georgia Tech. 

“Absolutely not, I didn’t expect what happened 
next,” she admitted. “People started asking 


for books for more schools. I now have over 50 
schools, two Major League Baseball teams, and the 
Dallas Mavericks. I've also started an alphabet and 
counting series where I've taken football facts and 
school traditions, and made them rhyme.” 

Her books are available nationally and her 
work is acclaimed. She has been active in 
fundraising for cancer research and in 2013 
received the Survivor's Circle Award from the 
American Cancer Society of Radiation Oncology 
for her work in the cancer community. 

Despite how her business has exploded, her 
original goals with the project were simple. 

“T was in my third year of treatment and 
wanted to do something positive with my life,” 
she explained. “More than anything, I wanted 
to make a child learn positive messages and 
have fun in the process. 

“My parents read to me as a child every 
night. I saw a woman on television reading one 
of my books to her child, and I welled up with 
tears. The thought that people are reading to 
the children and building memories gives me 
such joy. I hope that the lessons help them 
now, but will also stay with them as adults.” 

Sherri gives much credit for her success to 
her husband, parents and other family members. 

“My husband helps me emotionally and 
physically,” she said. “It has been hard going 
through things like losing my hair and not being 
able to do simple things, but he remains faithful.” 

Sherri‘s parents, married for 56 years, have 
been her example. Her father, an 88-year old 
retired Air Force veteran, still owns two funeral 
homes and has a Sunday morning radio show 
where he plays gospel music, gives funeral 
announcements, and even teaches Sunday 
School if bad weather makes church attendance 
difficult for the audience. 

“T don’t remember a time when prayer and 
Christ were not a part of my upbringing,” she 
said. “It wasn’t just going to church or Bible 
class. Lessons were instilled about being of 
service, knowing Scriptures and having respect 
and reverence for God. We prayed together as 
a family. Living in a Christ-centered household 
was, and still is, very important. 

“T know that for all intents and purposes, 

I should not still be here. There were times that 

I have gone to sleep sure that I was going to 

pass on and I was surprised when I awakened. So 
many people have been praying for me and I have 
placed my faith in Him to carry me through.” 

To find out more about Sherri Graves Smith's 
books, go to www.gamedayrules.com. 


Sherri and Chuck 
Smith with the first 
two books. 
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Mike Garrett 


1965 


Heisman 


3 YEARS AGO: 2010 


The year of the Tiger ... and the Camback. 
Defending national champion Alabama started 
the season No. 1, but by the end, the trophy 
moved across the state to The Plains. The sea- 
son was a collection of Cam Newton highlights 
for Auburn, including one of the greatest of 
Tron Bowls (at least from a burnt orange and 
navy blue perspective): The Crimson Tide 
scored touchdowns the first three times it got 
the ball and took an unbelievable 24-0 lead. 
Yet, missed opportunities left the door barely 
open ... and Newton and crew burst through. 
Newton passed for three TDs and ran for an- 
other for the shocking 28-27 victory. The Tigers 
went on to beat South Carolina in the SEC title 
game, and rallied to beat Oregon in the BCS 
Championship Game. 


SEC Champion: Auburn (14-0, 8-0) 
SEG MVP: Cam Newton, QB, Auburn 


Heisman Trophy: Cam Newton, QB, Auburn 
(7th — Ryan Mallet, QB, Arkansas) 


National Champion: Two undefeated teams 
that averaged a combined 92 points a game 
rolled up nearly 1,000 yards but managed only 
four touchdowns. Newton led No. 1 Auburn 

on a 73-yard drive in the last two minutes to 
set up Wes Byrum’s winning chip shot as time 
expired, giving the Tigers their first consensus 
national championship since 1957. 


10 YEARS AGO: 2005 


The Georgia Bulldogs won 10 games for the 
fourth year in a row, and the seniors captured 
their second SEC championship ... but it wasn’t 
easy. In coach Mark Richt's fifth season, UGA 
started 7-0 and reached No. 3 in the polls, 
only to drop back-to-back conference games to 
Florida and Auburn. Not to worry: D.J. Shockley 
righted the ship in time to win a highly com- 
petitive East Division. All eyes, meantime, were 
on 10-1 West champion LSU, the No. 3 ranked 
team .,. and a team that Georgia drilled in the 
SEC title game, 34-14. 


SEC Champion: Georgia (10-3, 6-2) 

SEC MVP: Jay Cutler, QB, Vanderbilt 
Heisman Trophy: Reggie Bush, RB, USC 
(no SEC player in top 10) 

National Champion: In one of the great- 
est championship games ever played, Vince 
Young carried Texas on his back throughout 
the Rose Bowl, and into the end zone in the 


final minute to upend top-ranked USC, 41-38. 
The Trojans, striving for a third consecutive 
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national title, simply could not stop Young 
when it counted. 


15 YEARS AGO: 2000 


Florida had gone three straight years without 
winning the SEC — a major slump during the 
Steve Spurrier era. But even with an unsettled 
quarterback situation and an inconsistent de- 
fense, the Gators had too much going for them 
— and they won a remarkable game at Tennes- 
see on Jabar Gaffney’s controversial last-second 
touchdown (Was it a catch? Was it a drop? No 
matter, it was a TD). They eventually won the 
East by two games and proved too quick and 
talented for Auburn in the SEC title game, 28-6. 
Despite the “slump” entering the season, it was 
their fifth SEC title in eight years. 


SEC Champion: Florida (10-3, 7-1) 


SEC MVP: Rudi Johnson, RB, Auburn; John 
Henderson, DT, Tennessee 


Heisman Trophy: Chris Weinke, QB, Florida 
State (10th — Rudi Johnson, RB, Auburn) 


Nationa! Champion: Oklahoma (13-0) had 
the nation’s best defense and the Heisman 

runner-up on offense (Josh Heupel), and con- 
trolled Florida State in the Orange Bowl, 13-2. 


20 YEARS AGO: 1995 


Florida averaged an astounding 44.5 points 
and 534 yards in cruising to its third consecu- 
tive SEC championship. This team seemingly had 
no flaws with Danny Wuerffel at quarterback 
and Steve Spurrier calling the shots. They rolled 
past Arkansas, 34-3, in the SEC title game (after 
putting up 62 on Tennessee, 49 on Auburn, and 
52 on Georgia) before running into Nebraska in 
the national title game ... which became known 
in Gainesville as the “Fiasco Bowl.” 


SEC Champion: Florida (12-1, 8-0) 
SEC MVP: Danny Wuerffel, OB, Florida 


Heisman Trophy: Eddie George, RB, Ohio 
State (3rd — Wuerffel; 6th — Peyton Manning, 
QB, Tennessee) 


National Champion: In a showdown of 
undefeated teams ranked No. 1 and No. 2, 
Nebraska (13-0) blew away Florida in a stun- 
ning Fiesta Bowl, 62-24. 


29 YEARS AGO: 1990 


Florida was ineligible for the SEC title, but its 
new coach would make sure that Gator football 
was on the rise. Steve Spurrier’s first season 
ended with a 6-1 SEC record (good enough to 


win the league title, but there was that little 
probationary thing). The one team to beat the 
Gators, fittingly, was Tennessee, which was tied 
by Colorado and then Auburn — and then lost 
to Alabama, and then lost to Notre Dame (sigh). 
But the 45-3 win over Florida had shown the 
mettle of the Vols, who were helped by the Ga- 
tors’ wins over contenders Alabama and Auburn. 


SEC Champiom: Tennessee (9-2-2, 6-1) 
SEC MVP: Shane Matthews, QB, Florida 


Heisman Trophy: Ty Detmer, 0B, BYU 
(no SEC player in top 10) 


National Champion: Colorado (AP) and Geor- 
gia Tech (Coaches) shared the title back in the 
wild bowl days. CU (11-1-1) benefited from the 
infamous fifth-down play to beat Missouri when 
game officials lost track of the downs with the 
Buffs at the goal line. Later, the coaches couldn't 
bring themselves to vote the title to CU, so they 
changed their votes after No. 2 Tech (11-0-1) beat 
19th-ranked Nebraska in the Citrus Bowl. 


50 YEARS AGO: 1965 


This was the season the AP media poll took 
the first step toward a national title game. 
Before 1965, national championships were so 
unofficial (a dozen organizations “crowned” 
champions) they didn’t even include results 
of bowl games! And the bowls showed that 
they were worth the wait when No. 1 Michigan 
State, No, 2 Arkansas and No. 3 Nebraska all 
went into New Year's Day undefeated ... and 
lost. UCLA upset MSU in the Rose, and LSU 
knocked off Arkansas in the Cotton Bowl, 
leaving the evening's Orange Bowl to crown 
No, 3 Nebraska or No. 4 Alabama as national 
champion. Bear Bryant used all of his wiles to 
upend Bob Devaney’s powerful squad, as Steve 
Sloan completed 20 of 28 passes for 296 yards, 
and the Tide rushed for 222 more. Ray Perkins 
had a pair of TD receptions, and Alabama even 
converted two onside kicks in a 39-28 triumph. 


SEC Champion: Alabama (9-1-1, 6-1-1) 
SEC MVP: Steve Sloan, QB, Alabama 


Heisman Trophy; Mike Garrett, HB, 
Southern California (9th — Steve Spurrier, QB, 
Florida; 10th — Steve Sloan, QB, Alabama) 


National Champion: This goes down in 
history as a split national title, with Michigan 
State No. 1 in the eyes of the coaches poll, since 
United Press International — as was tradition — 
awarded its trophy before the bowl games. But it 
is most remembered as Alabama’s national cham- 
pionship, as awarded by the Associated Press. 
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SAVING IS 
SIMPLE. 


GEICO has been saving people 
money for over 75 years. 


GEICO. 


Get a quote today. 
geico.com | 1-800-947-AUTO | Local Office 


erages, payment plans and features are not available in all states or all GEICO companies. 
ice mark of Government Employees Insurance Company, Washington, D.C. 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary. GEICO Gecko image © 1999-2015. © 2015 GEICO 
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